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T O T H E 

READER 

IS not to be expe<3ted, that 
the World will take it for 
an Excufe of the tedious 
Delay has been made in 
publiihing the 7th Volume 
of the furkijh Spy, - to fay, That our 
Arabian now grows Old and Decrepid ; is 
forced to walk with a Staff or Crutch, as 
he himfclf confefles in one of the follow- 
ing Letter* ; and is befides worn out with 
Sicknefs and Care ; fo that he cannot be 
fo expeditious in Bufinefs as he was in his 
his Youth. It may be faid,* this Apo- 
logy would be more proper for the Eng-- 
lifh Tranjlator to make, were he in the 
feme Condition. But he is in his Prime; 
in the Flower of his Age, Vigorous and 
Aftive i and therefore might have macffe 
more Hafte, they will fay, to oblige the 
World, and gratify the Expectations of 
thofe Gentlemen who perpetually dun the 
BookfeUers for the reft of his Mahometan 
Letters. ' .. .. 
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To the REAVER.' 

It were eafy to anfwer this, by only 
putting you in Mind, That he who un- 
dertakes to lead a flow-footed, fhoro 
winded, and weak Periba by the Hand, 
and conduft him to his Journey's End, 
muft of. Neceffity keep the fame Pace 
with his Charge, tho' he himfelf were 
fwift as a Stag, when alone and at Li- 
berty. Bsfides ttrat, a Man is apt to at- 
traft a Contagion from the Company he 
keeps, and turn their ill Qualities into 
Habits of his own. 

But all this is trifling, and our Englijb 
Tranilator is under none of thefe Circum- 
fiances. To come to the Purpofe there- 
fore, Gentlemen, you will commend our 
Franfiator's Wifdom, for not being in fuch 
Pqft-Hqfte at this Jun&ure, when you re- 
flect, That, like a wife Racer 9 tho' ne gave 
a Start in the Beginning, at firft fetting 
but, yet he foon flackeo'd his Pace, that 
he -might make fure of the Goal, reme.m- 
bring the Old Englijb Proverb^ The mor* 
Ha/ie the worfe Speed. Thus he fuffercd 
Three Years to Aide by him* be- 
ad Vol. fore he reached the Second Stage 
And tho* he began to take up his 
heels morenimbly afterwards, fb aato reco- 
ver by Degrees his loft Timcaad Ground* 
yet ftill he did but moderately jogg on 5. 
now fpringing, then halting, as Qccafion 
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To the REA*BE& 

?ff6r*d, *ftd as he found bis Strength could; 
h&bL At feflgtb ,. haiviog. bus 3iw%« 
«£>f e, Wonder noc> ;t&a* He is a little mors 
tedious than ordinary \xx this : For be does 
it to refrefh himfelf, and keep his 2te«/£ 
for the laft Strain of *11, which brings the 
Prize : Obfcrving herein the Old Adage* 
finl$ Qtronat Opus. \ 

A$ to the Z*/terj conuin'd ifl this Sen 
venth Volume, there is little (o be laid 
Oiore particular than of thofe dxat have 
gone before. They in general contain & 
Mifcellany of Hiftorical Tranfa&ions, 
Moral and Philofophical Thoughts, inter*- 
iperfcd here and there with Mahometan 
Politicks and Divinity. 

Only you will find out Arabian engaged 
with a certain Jew at Vienna^ in fomenting 
the Difcords of the German Empire, encou- 
raging the Rebels oi Hungary , Croatia, and 
mutinous Provinces. You will hear of the 
Deaths of Count Serini, Frangifani r and 
Nadajlij who were all beheaded for be* 
ing Ringleaders in this Rebellion. 

The next and laft Volume has this of 
fingular in it, that it will prefent you with 
the Rife and Preferment of Count Teckely,. 
whohasmade fo muchrJoifein theWorld. 
Itr^te$many ofhisPublick Adions, and 
toot a few of his Secret Intrigues.. In fine, 
it di&overs the Train that was laid to blow 
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1 T& the REAVER. 

»p all Europe into the Flame of open Wary 
and aniverfal Hoftilky, which to- this 
Day confumes the Lives and Eftates of 
fo many thoufend Chriftians, 'impoverilhes 
and lays wafte whole Nations, and 'tis to 
be feared will end in letting in the Turks 
once more- upon us to our final Ruin and 
Confufion : fince thofe Infidels never take 
greater Advantage to invade and conquer 
the Dominions of Chriftians, than when 
they find us involved in domeftick Wars, 
one with another* 
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T A B L E 

OF THE 

LETTERS and Matters 
concain'd in this Volume. 

~~ Vot. VII. 



Book I. 



LETTER I. 

MAhmut the Arabian at Paris, to Mirmadolin^. 
Hoiy Santone of the Vale of Sidon, Pag. i. 
He complains of the Mtferies and Sadneffes of his Lifi t - 
and nifties him/elf even fairly, oat of the World, 

II. To the Kalmacham, f 
Of a Peace between the Englifh and Dutch* Of the* 

Birth of the young Trincefs of France. Cfthe Fro- 
r licks and Humour* ufed in this Time of miverfali 
Rejoicings, 

III. To Dgnct Oglou, 7 
Be Mfautfes of $e Birth, Life and Death ofjcfasthe- 

Son of Mary. 

IV. To Afis Bafla, 14, 
He takes Courage at the News of the Grand Signior*/ 

befieging_ of Candia. 

V. To Hafnadar Bafli, Chief Treafurer to the Sul- 
tan, <$<S 

He complains of the>Slatknefs of the Minifiers of the 
Porte, in an/wering his pi/patches j and relates fome 
of the Misfortunes tfot at this Time befel him. 
\ s VL Tj> Natfian Ben Saddi, .4 .jew at Vienna, 1.9 

He 



The TABLE. 

Ht continues to lament the Difijhrs that the Malice 
of Men loaded him with. His Confinement in the 
Baftile. His Refolution of baff&ng the Efforts of 
Spite and Envy* 

VII. To the venerable Mufti. Page &i. 
lie ctaves his Advice , how to behave himfelfin Cafe 

of being difcover'd. He refUBs upon the fad and 

unaccountable Degeneracy of Mankind $ gives Utile 

. Hints of feme that defigmd to ruin bis Credit at the' 

' Porte. ' 

VIII. ^CaraHali, Thyfician te the Grand Signior, if | 
He diverts him with the Relation of a monfirou/Child 

„ born in the Low-Countries,- - 

IX. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew 4; Vienna, 29 
&e perfuades him to foment the Difcords of Hungary. 

X. To the mofl fublime and magnificent of the Muf- 
^ftlman Baila's, Achmet, the Viztef-Aftem, - 3* 

He difcourfes of the Advantages may be taken from 
the DijlracJions m Hangary. 

XL Te the Scliftar Aga, or ^word-Bearer to the Sul- 
tan, 34 

Of the Deaths of the <$uetn of* Poland, and Tope- 
Alexander VII. OftheFxenchSucceffes in Flanders. 

XII. To Dgnet Oglou, 3^ 
Of an Encounter he had with Dana, his former Mi* 

firefs. 

XIII. Te Pefteli HaH> his Brother, Matter of the 
Cuftoms, and Superintendant of the Royal Arfenal 
at Conftantinople, 4°. 

Several Remarks <m Women, out of the Hebrew Rab^ 
bies, and others. 

XIV. To the fame, <fi 
Of Solyman'i Treachery, and the bafe Trieh he put 

upon Fatiina, Daughter to Ufeph, Mahmufr Uncle . 

XV. To the Muftfr Vicar, f° 
jmaccfuaints him that the Cardinals have elected 

Clement IX. >**e Pope, inthe Room of Alexan.VII. 
deceafed. Comparifens between the Pope, and the an- 
cient Roman Pontiffe* Of the PopcV great Tower, 
Strength, and Authority. - 

4* VI* J-v 
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XVI. to Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna fi 
Of the Converftoh of Sabbati Sevi u the Mahometan Faith. 

XVII. To Dgnet Oglou, 6*0 
Hi informs him that Daria is deceitful, and how by 

meer Accident he found out 'twas her Husband »w 
would have Jlabltd him in the Streets one Night, 
whom therefore he kilPd. 

XVIII. To the Kaimacham, 61 
Of the Arrival of the Cardinal Duke qf Vendofme at 

the French Court, in Quality of Legate dc Latere 
from the Pope. Of the Alterations m Portugal. 

XIX. ToAbdel Melee Muli Omar, Frefitent eftheCol* 
lege of Sciences at Fez, 64 

He thanks him for his New Syftem of the Heavens ; 
extols its Accuracy \ and incites him to make fime 
Corrections of Geography. 

XX. To Ofman Adrooneth, Ailrologer to the Sultan 
. at Adrianople, 68 
He dsfcourfes of Ptolemy *s and Copernicus'* Syftem. 
XXL To the Venerable Mufti, Principal Support <f 

Learning, and true Science, j%r 

Be humbly recommends, That a Compleat Hiflory of 
the World, Jhould be collected out of the mofi an- 
tient and [metre Writers, and digefied into Annals 
from the Beginning of Time, down to the Reign of 
the prefent Emperor. 

B O O K II. 

~ LETTERL 

TO Mehetnct, an exiPd Eunuch, at Alcair in> 
Egypt, Pag. 78. 

He JympAthiz.es with his Sufferings, and advifes him 

not to fink under the frignful Ideas of Melancholy. 
II. To Mohammed, the llluftrhus Ercmit of Mount 
Uriel on Arabia the Happy, 83 

He oppofes Ariftotle, and tie Peripatcticks, who ajfert, 
That Virtue conftfa m Mediocrity : He expreffes his 
Aftimhns after a folkary and abfiinent life. 

III. T* 
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The TABLE. 

III. To Hamct, Reis EfiFendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire, 89* 

Of the prefent State of the German Empire, wth 
Characters of the People. The ftrange Epitaph of 
Frederick, Brother in-Law to the Emperor Sigif- 
mund, written with his own Hand on his Death- 
Bed. 

IV. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 95 
He reproves the Methods of the MaUcontents y in at-, 

tempting to poifon the Emperor, and fet the Palace 
on Fire. Exhorts him to be moderate and neutral* 
Of the Counts Serini, Frangipani, and Tatembachv 

V. To Peftcli Hali his Brother, Mafter of the Grand 
SigniorV Cuftoms at Conftantinople,. 96: 

He acquaints him with the Marriage of Oucoumou- 
che his Mother, and Eliachim the Jew 5 as alfi 
with her fudden Death. 

VI. To Ha met Reis Efreridi, Principal Secretary, of 
the Ottoman Empire, 96 

Of the German Wealth and Plenty, both Natural and 
Acquired by Foreign Trajpck. 

VII. To HebatoJla, Mir Argun, Superior of the Con* 
vent of DervicHes, at Cogni in Natolia, 101 

He prefents him with a full Relation of the Life of 
St. John Baptift, ,and explains the Meaning of the 
Word Locuft. 

VIII. To Hamet, Reis Ef&ndi, Principal Secretary 
' of the Ottoman Empire, 108 
He gives an Account of the great Preparations the 

Chriftians are making for the Relief of Candia. Of 
a Triple League: And of the Birth of the Infanta 
of Portugal. With a farther Defiription of Italy* 

IX. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire, n* - 

Of Don John of Auftria'j being, made Governor of the 
Low-Q>untries. 33b* Groundtof NitardV Juggling 
with him. His Chara&er. 

X. To Hebatolla/ Mir Argun, Super ior of the Con- 
vent of* Derviches, at Cogni, in Natolia, 113 

He acquaints him with the King o/PolandV Religious 

Retreat 
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W Retreat from the Worlds and of his Being made Ah* 

■ bot of the Abbey of Sti Germains, near Paris. 

I XL 2> UfephBaffa, 118 

I Of the Deaths of the Cardinal Duke of Vendofme, a 
m Dutchefs of the fame Title, and Henrietta Maria, 

late fgueen of Great-Britain, and Dowager if 
Charles I. Of the Arrival of the King of Poland, 
and Prince o/Tufcany, at the French Court. 
XII. To the Kaimacham, 121 

Of the Arrival of Solyman Ifmael Mutaferaca, with 
Exfrejfes from the Grand Signior to the^King of 
France, Solyman's Character and Traife? Of a 
Plague at SoifFons, and an Earthquake in Sicily. . 
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LETTER I. 

TO Mehemet, an exiPd Eunuch, at Alcaire m 
Egypt> ' Page 1 16 

He perfuades him not ?* be, melancholy : Advtfes him 
to travel. Wt* 

II. To the fame, I2 p 
He purfues the fame Difcourfe, earntftly prefpng him 

to leave Egypt, and furvey the reft of Africa. . 

III. To the Mufti, venerable Patron of Learning and 
Knowledge, !«. 

Meprefents him with an Hifiorical Epitome of the A£ 
fyrian, Babylonian, and Perfian Monarchies. 

IV. To Mirmadolin, Stotone of the Vale of Sidon, 

140 
Me difcourfes of the Vanity andlnfufficiemy of exterior 
Religion. Of fpkitual Abdication from the World. 
V. To the Seli&ar Aga, or Sword-Bcarer to the Sul- 
tan, , 4J 

He entertains him with the Defcription of an excellent 
Play, aded before the King and Jgueen of France, 
during jhe Carnival. Of a Peace concluded between 
■• tfr&cc? and Algiers. Of the Cenaueft of Lorain. 

VI. » 
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VI. To Ifouf, hie Kin/man, a Merchant at Aftra- 
can, i+f 

He dijfuades him from his melancholy Resolution of 
turning Eremit, Faquir, or Dcrvich. Of.Ilch Read 
Hu, the Indian fhilofopher, and his myfierious Ha* 
bitatien. 
VII. To the Chiaux Baffi, ij-i 

X)f the Arrival of an Ambajfador at the French Court, 
from the King of Arder in Africk. 

VIII. To Mohammed, the illuftrious Solitary of 
Mount Uriel in Arabia, 1 j-4 

He ajferts, and endeavours to prove, That the Brutes 
are endued with a Species of Reafon and Knowledge. 

IX. To Zeidi Alaraanzi, a Merchant at Venice, 1^9 
Being informed that Zeidi is commanded to travel thro' 

Italy, he gives him good Counfel in order thereto. 
.X, To Dgnet Oglou, ill 

Of aftrange and unaccountable Accident which hap- 

pen'd to Mahfnut on his Sick-Bed. 

XI. To Sephat Abercromil, Vanni EfSendf, Preacher 
I to the Sultan, 16 f 
Of the Quietifb, and thejeneral Entertainment their 

Doctrine finds in EurojH, Mahmut feems highly to 
, - favour it j and affirms, 9 twas recommended By all 
the Religious in the World. 

XII. To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand Signtor, 

Re ajferts the Immortality of the Soul : from which 
. Difccurfehe makes 'a J>igrejfim, and treats uUego- 

ricalfy of natural Things- 
,XIII. To the Mufti, . 174 

He prefents him with a Continuation of remarkable 
fafjages during the Pcrfian Monarchy. A memora- 
ble Saying of Darius on Ms Death-bed. 
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Book IV. 



LETTERI, 

TO PefteH Haii, his Brother, Mafter of the Cu- 
ftoms, and Superintendant ef the Arjenalat 
Conftantinople, Page i8z 

He advifis him not to he difiouraged by reafon ef his 
, Son's amorous Temper ,* his keeping Company %hh 
Foreign Merchants and Travellers. And tells him a 
.Story of a Father's extraordinary Contrivance to 
redmvi u Prodigal son. 
IL. To Codorafrad Cheick, a Man of the Law, 1 87 
Of a Hugonot that Affajpnated a Priefl as he was 
. f*yh*t ***/* m the Church <£ Noftre-Dame at Pa- 
ris > and of his Punifhment. 
III. To Dgnet Oglou, i£q 

Of the Roman Cafuifb. Of Mahdmctan Hypocrites. 

Of Interior Devotion and Piety. 
4V«. -. To the KaJmacham, ip6 

Of * League between the Kings of England and France, 
- »fa Mth proclaimed open War agalnft the Dutch. 
Onbe 5/«7 of [ohn dc Wit. 3*e Description of * 
Royal Entertainment at Chaatilfy by Night. 
V? JTrQura Hali, Skyfidan to the' Grand Sig- 
\ ; nior, »oo 

4>fM*pd> *ttg/fe*^ a+fztootigy:. *::* \\eafarit Story 
of a Penman S/iw of famous 'Mathematicians. 
:M^e SQ&JUkvof thi hmaU Sex. - 

Jh To Orchan Cabct, Student In tho Sciences, #»<J 
* - Fanfioofr 1*/A*'%and SigeJdt; ; ^ i<^ 

Jfe endeavours by rational Arguments to convince him 9 

that the Alcoran is of Sivine Original. 
VII. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire, 207 

0cf?l£iWfi£ FxanccV Conquefls in the Low Coun- 
C J$k&. $f ihe&eath of the Duke of Longueville. 

VIII. To 
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VHL To William Vofpel, * Rcclufc */Auftria, no 
Of the Difference and Contrariety Setween the PracJUe 
of the Primitive Chriftians, and thofe of the prefent 
Age. 
IX. To Codorafrad Cheick, a Man of the Law, 215- 
Of the Waadring.Jcw at Aftracan. His Sermons and 
Prophecies. How the Turks Jhould over-run -and 
conquer the greatefi Tart of Europe in the Tear 
1700. That England fhall become the Sanctuary of 
dtfireffed Christians, Of a certain Hob Englishman, 
who fhall be made chief Patriarch of all the Chri- 
ftians, and /ball have his Seat in Jerusalem, &c. 

XIII. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
$he Ottoman Empire, . 220 

Several Memoirs of Cardinal Richlieu. 

XIV. To Mufu Abql Yahyan, Profeflbr of Philofd- 
phy at Fez. xip 

^JL Panegyrick on Africk. 

XV. To the fame. 218 
He defcribes Conftantinople, with an Account of its 

, Name and Original j and the Conquefi of it by Ma- 
homet II. 

XVI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire, 234. 

Of the German Strength and Policies. 
. XVIL To Cara Hali, Phyfidm to the Grand Sig- v 
! nior, « 239 

Of his Grief and Melancholy % y and the PUaJuro he 

takes in writing to his Friend* 
' XVIII. To Mufu .Atari Yahyar* Profeflbr of Philo- 
^fo^by **Fez, k s . . .-. . - *4* 

H* gives htm a farther Defcrfytion of Ccmftantino* 
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WRIT BY 



A SPY at Paris. 



VOL. VII. 



BOOK I. 



LETTER I. 

Mahmut the Arabian at Paris, to 
Mirmadolin, Holy Santonc of the 
Vale of Sidon. 

HY was 1 made a Man, to endure 
thefc cruel Agonies, of which no 
other Species of known Beings can 
poflibly be capable ? Or why, at lcaft, 
was I particularly form'd of fuch a 
Constitution, as to attract the Evils 
which are fcatter'd up and down the 
World, and Piece-meal dropp'd on the Nativities ok 
other Mortal Men* whilft I alone am made the Com* 
mon Sink of Human Miferey? Surely my partial Ho- 
tofcofe monopolized the moft envenom'd AmRs of tho 
Star j, without partaking of the leaft benign and 
favourable Glance. The Planets had laid up an And* 
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^SeffenWfif ■%$ , ""Vol.* VII.' - 

cut deep Rcfcrvt&f fcWrtf fr^tfr«rw4*teh they poor-' -^ 
ed out at large upon the very Moment of my Birth, 
Nor cou'd,*he careful Midwife with all her. Skill and 
Charms, deftnd my tender, du&iie, reeking Body, 
from the f nvfacibie Catara&s, which flowVJ upon me 
from all the envious Signs and Conflellations in Heaven. 
My whole Life *hag been but one continu'd Tra- 
gedy, wherein the various Change of Scenes has not 
rcliev'd me from -the leaft re*l fEvA hjc^ behind, 
but qnly Irnus'd \ny jenfe w$h fbjhe flfw/fygearitry, 
fame fair Idea of Honour, Pleafufe or Profit; "wlien 
before rhr, ACT was done, L found myfelf cajoll'd, 
overwhelm'd in freih Calamities, Misfortunes which 
I never dreamt of. 

• Oh ! that the Omn i pot ent, when from Eternal filent. 
Thought, he drew the Idea's of every Species, and . 
every Individual Being, T/vhtch he defign'd for a&ual 
Exigence Iff'the" World, "had "form'd me for tr Tree, 
an Herb, a Blade of Grafs, a Stone, a Mufhroom, or 
any infeniible -thing, incapable of .Beafure or Pain, 
of Grief or Joy, or other Paflions, which hourly 
thus torment our human Race! I had been then a 
happy Neuter to all falfe Shews of Happinefs, and 
real Senfe of Mifery* Oh ! that I'd been an Oak, a 
Beech, a Palm, or Cyprefs of the Eoreft : for then, 
if Vegetables have any feeling dt' thdr own* State, I 
fhould be only touch'd with fecret Pleamre, when the 

f'entle Winds' mould play amoffg rny j£mbrous Branc- 
hes, and teach my wanton Leaves to dance the Mea-. 
/ares/ of young harmiefs Love'j or- "vhen I felt the 
feafonahle Rain diftilling on my Witller'd Barfc, and' 
from thence Aiding to my thirfty Roots; or when 
great Vhccbus prints warm vigorous 'Kifles on my 
Cheeks ntid Neck. But if this be too proud a Thought, 
1 wifh I'd "been only fome humble^ShV-ub,' fo«€ Pigmy" 
HanF, feme vegetable Dwarf, & Page" unto the mighty 
Trees; rubfifti.ng' on the Dfop& and* Fragments' ofc 
their large 1 frmmtets,* fiteekty clinging at their Fecrr 
whllft 1 'ftbod'fifcHHfd fre* fifem'Startes; under tb4 
Shade -of' Arfr*'d«e^dSa 'Soph's/-** happy, -lew 
Obicurity, <» " "When 



Vol. VII. a Spy at P ar I s. % 

When I p^ft through the Fields, and Tec the 
harmlefs Sheep browziog upon the tender Grafi, 
and. hear them bleating to their wanton Lambs, I 
cannot chufe but envy them a Life fo void of Care 
and Pain. They range and {port at large in Fiow'rjr 
Meadows, near fbme Cryftal Stream, or take the 
Pafturcs of the Mountains: whilft chearful Shepherds 
tune their Pipes, and fine in Praifc of Amaryllis^ 
Daphne, Sylvia, or fome other Nymph; and watchful 
Dogs lie fcouring on the Plain, to give th' Alarm, 
and chafe away fly Wolves, and other ravenous Beafb. 

After Iv'e let my Envy fix it felf a while on theft, 
a warbling Melody from neighbouring Groves diverts 
my melancholy Thoughts, and turns them to new 
Objects. Then I lament my Fate, in that I was not 
made a Nightingal, a Thrufh, a Lark, or any of 
the Feather'd Choir, who with fweet careful Note« 
ialute Aurora and the rifidg San, and chirp all Day 
the Praifes of that Source of Warmth ( and Life, who 
vefts the Earth in green. Attire, who decks the Trees 
•with verdant Leaves, and fills the World with Light. 
They chirp and fly from Tree to Tree, from Bough 
to Bough, rejoicing in the Beams that dart and ghde 
among the. moving Shades of Branches rock'd by 
Winds. Their Thoughts are taken up in building 
Nefts, wherein to hatch, their young,, and fhelter 
: themiram Injuries. They have no Plats nor Politick 
Tricks, to undermine each other ; but pais away their 
Time!m innocent. Security and harmlefs Pleafutfes. 

Methinks the Worms add little Reptiles of thm 
Earth are happier far than I. They crawl and creep 
about in hollow Trees, in Clefts of Rocks and Cran- 
nies of the Ground, to hunt* for Food and for Diver- 
tifement. They live at Eafe without being rack'd 
byflipernumerary Cares and ¥ears; And it fome Aider 
Foot of Man or Beaft fhall tra*roj)le them byjChance 
to Death, or more malicious Hand with Stone or other 
Weapon (hall wilfully bereave them of their Life, 
'tis done fo fuddenly that they have no Senfe of 
- - ' B i Pain* 
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Pain; Whereas my Life's a conftant Martyrdom, a 
long continued Series or Torments. 

I do not complain of the Diftempers and Maladies 
which afflict ray B*ty, though thole are fometimes 
fy violent as to make me with for Death* that & I 
might be at Eafe: But 'tis the fretting Anguifh of 
my Mind, that forces all thefe Sighs and Exclama- i 

lions from me, lam embarrafs'd in the World, Snares «! 
compafs me round about ; my own good Nature has i 
betray'd me : thofe of my Blood confpire againft me; 
they hunt me up and down like a Partridge in the 
Wood ; they clolely purfue my Life. The KindnefTes 
that I have fown, fpring up in Blades of bitter In- 
gratitude and Perfidy. My Seminaries bring forth 
Aconite and (linking Weeds, inftead of pleafant 
Flowers and wholefome Fruits. Tagot has fet his 
JFoot in all my Works. That fly interloping Spirit 
hates to fee any good Thing profper, or come to 
Perfe&ion : He deals behind us in all our Ways; and 
as foft as we weave any Web of Virtue, he fccretly 
unravels it, or deforms the Work with intermixing 
fomc Threads of Vice. I am weary of itriving againft: 
the Current of my Fate. Oh ? that I were as though 
I had never been ! That my Soul were drench'd in 
Lethe's forgetful Waters, where all paft Things are 
buried in Eternal Oblivion! Then would my An- 
guifh be at an End ; whereas I am now rowPd about 
upon a Wheel of Miferies. 

Holy Santone, when thou fhalt read this, pity me; 
and amidft thy divine Ejaculations, dart upMahmut's 
Soul to Paradfe, on the Point of a ftrong Thought, 
that fo at leaft I may have a Moment's ReiJ>ite from 
my conftant Sadneis. 

Paris, zyth of the %i Moon, 
§f the Tear 166 7. 
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LETTER II 

To the Kaimacham. 

T Here is aow fbme Probability of a Venn between 
the EngUJh and the Dutch: which will alfo 
reconcile this Crown to that of Great Britain j fince 
the King of Prance cngag'd in this War, only on the 
Account of the Dutch his Allies. The Advances to- 
ward this Accommodation, took their Rife from the 
Alliance lately concluded between the Stater of the 
United Provinces, the King of Denmark, the Duke of 
Brandenburgh, and the Princes of Brunfwick, The 
King of England protefts againft the Dutch, as the 
firft Agereflbrs, in that they had taken above Two 
Hundred of his Merchant Ships, before heoffer'd the 
leaft A€t of Hoftility. Which the States feeming to 
acknowledge, defire the King to appoint fome Neu- 
tral Place of Treaty with them and their Allies in 
order to a Peace, the Security of Navigation and 
the Eftablilhment of Commerce for the future. 

Here is great Joy for the Birth of a young Princefe, 
of whom the Queen was delivered on the 2d of the 
Moon of January * She is call'd Gods New-Year" s-Gift 
to Prance , in regard, the firft Day of that Moon be- 
gins the Year with the Qhriftians, And 'tis common 
among them to fend mutual Gifts and Prefents to one 
another at that Time, which they call New -Years-Gifts. 
And fo it feems, God Almighty has appear'd very mo- 
di (h and complainant, in thus timing the Nativity of 
the Royal Babe: For which they exprefs their Thanks 
in Revelling, Dancing, Ballads, and a thousand other 
Vanities. And thefc Divertifements continue to this 
Time, it being the Nazarenes Carnival ,• a Seafon con- 
fecrated to Sport and Mirth, to Libcrty,.BufFoonry 
and "all manner of comical and ridiculous Apiihnefs. 
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During this Time, you (hall fee an infinite Variety 
of odd Humours, and mimical A&ions in the open ' 
Streets, according to every Man's particular Fancy. 
Here you (hall meet with one drefs'd half i'th' French 
and half i'th' Sfanijh Fafhion. On the left: fide of his 
Head hangs dangling down a long thick curled Peruke, 
which reaches to his Breaft, whilft on the Right you 
ee nothing but his own Hair, crop'd clofe to his 
Ears. A long Muftach as black as jet, graces the 
Right Side of his upper Lip; whilfr/on the Left, he 
Js> as beardlefi as a Boy of feven Years Old. And fo 
from Head to Foot, he wears two contrary Garbs - . 
One walks with Glpves upon his Feet, and Shoes 
ifpon his Hands: Another wears his Breeches like a 
.Mantle on his Shoulders. Here comes a ftately Coach, 
jogging along with a grave (low Pace arid d.rawn By 
Six fair Horfes, as if fome Prince or Cardinal were'in 
it: when behold there's nothing but a filly \Afr put*, 
forth his giddy Head with flapping Ears, half drunk, 
with the jolting unaccuftomM Motion. Sometimes 
he brays aloud, and then the' Rabble rait a laughing* 
A Thoufand other Fopperies there are, not worm : 
thy Knowledge: For both the nibble and the Vulgar « 
■are all upon the Frolick at this Time, and indulge 
their wanton Fancies to the Height. But 'tis a fatai 
Seafon for the poor Cats: few of which efcape the 
Multitude, whofe peculiar Paftime 'tis to tofs theft 
Creatures in a Blanket till they are dead $ or elfe to 
tye them Two and Two together by the Tails, and 
then they'll bite and fcratch on* another to Death. 
The Cocks alfo are generally great Martyrs during 
•the Carnival j The Rabble have a hundred cruel 
Ways to murder them in Sport. All their- Devices 
are inhuman and bloody. They did not learn theft 
prophane Courfes from Je[m y or any of the Trofbtts 
or Apoftles of God: But they are the Reliques of Gen- 
tile Vanity, in the Beginning connived at by the Triefts 
the ealier to retain their Profelytes in Obedience j 
who would rather have parted with their New Re- 
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Ugton than with their olid barbarous Ciiftoms. And 
thus the Pagan Fooleries were handed down ta the 
- Pofterity of the *fritoithJeChriftUns 9 : and were -ad op- 
ted into the Family of Chkrch Traditions: And Men 
: .arc. not* more fceaious tor. the Qofui itielf, than for 
thele ridiculous Prophanations of it: So dangerous 
a Tiling is it for "Governors,' by a' criminal Indul- 
gence, to permit their Subjects any Liberty, which 
■ interferes with- the- Timidammtal Principlts of the 
-Law: For fuch a Difpcniation once granted, pafTes 
-into a Precedent, which,, in Procefs of Time, be- 
'. -comes of • eqtiai Force with the Law itielf.. And 

• by fuchi prdpoiforous Methods or 'winning and re- 
. taming Convert*, Ghtijlianity atrfo'd 'to- the Height 
' of Cot rftpbion 'tis ^now* infe&ed with* ' - ; 

'". . Sage Mini/tor,' *vto*i$ for this Reafori -Gi^-rais'd up 
i out Holy fr&pbet* and gave him a new Law, with 
: Power td reform andchattifethe Jw/</fk. He plant. vi 
-sthe Undated Faith with Scymitar in Hand j not pal- 
i'Uatifw* Or encouraging the fmallcft. vicious Practice - y 
».b\it-nAWaing«il -Things by- the Dint of Rcafon, $r 
the keen Edge of the Sword. God haften his FU- 
«*tufn j foi the* Prevarications of- this Age require it. 
** / _. - ■ ■ • • • • • 4 

* Paris, ipticfthe id Mom,* 

*f the Tear i66r. 



LETTER HI. 

To Dgnet Oglou. 
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I Believe thou haft not forgot theObfervationswe 
us'd to make on the Religion of the Chrijlians* 
When we were Slaves together in Sicily. .How ridi- 
culous ibme of. their Practices appear'd torus, and yet 
what a San&ity wa* naanifeft in others K How irujch 
we approved the Majffijof their Vt&UfoW&Jhipr ri\e 
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Solemnity of their High tfafs, the Gravity of their 
Vroceffion* t And yet how .great was our Bifguit, 
when we confider'd that all theft Honours were per- 
form'd to Figures and Statues of Stone, Wood, Sil- 
ver, Gold, or other Materials, the Creatures of the 
fainter or Carver. 

We feann'd their Doftrines alio, which we learn'd 
from their Friefts and Books, and defeanted varioufly 
on them j as they were more or lefs conform to the 
Truth, and to' the Volume brought down from Hea- 
ven. In a word, we prais'd the Good, and cen- 
iured what was Evil in their Faith and Manners, or 
at leafl what we thought to be £o ; for herein we 
folio wd the Dilates of our Education. 

But now in our riper Years, if we fhould call 
over our former Thoughts, perhaps we fhould be of 
a different judgment, and find Matter to condemn x 
even in our own paft .Cenfures : For whatever we 
might then think of the Nazarenes, upon a matu- 
rer Search, I cannot find them to be altogether fuch 
grofs Idolaters and Infidels, as we and all Mujfulmans 
are apt to believe. 

That which gives me the greatcft Scandal is, 
That the Vectors entertain fome unwarrantable Spe- 
culations about Three Snbfiftences in One Effence, and, 
are too venturous in their Thoughts concerning the 
Eternal Generation of the WORD yj and Emana- 
tion of the BREATH, by which they fay, All 
Things were Created, and are confer.ved in their 
Beings. They, teach a Boftrine repugnant to the 
Alcoran, when they fay, That God has a Companion 
equal to himfelf. 

As to the Incarnation of Jefus the Son of Mary, the 
tfazarenes aflert nothing, but what is fuitable to the 
Alcoran, which teaches us, that he is the Word of 
God. In the Hifiorv of his Life, they indeed come 
fhort of the Muffulmans: There being not the leaft 
mention made, in the whole Booh of the Geftel, of ma- 
ny Pauages of his Infancy and tender Years, where- 
with the Mcoran,. with other Holy Books and Tra- 
ditions 
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ditions of the Ancients, acquaint the true Believerf •', 
The Meffengtr of God tells us, th&Jefus fpoke inh'S 
Cradle, refolv'd Doubts, clear'd up Miftakes, ziA 
preach'd the Unity of the Divine Ejjence. Other #>'- 
tings alfb inform us, that while he was young, he 
formed the Figures of divers Birds and Beads of 
Clay and his own Spittle, and having breath'd on 
them, they became living Creatures, and proftrated 
themielves at his Feet. They relate alfb that he 
made a Pigeon, which flew up and down through 
divers Regions, and brought him. News of what- 
ever was done in the Courts of foreign Princes ; and 
that from the Day of his Birth to that of his Tran- 
slation, twelve Angels watted on him, and brought 
him down Food from Paradife. Of thefe things the 
Chrifiians. are ignorant, and of many other Paflages. 
So that in the whole it is evident, that the Mujjul- 
mans have a more particular Relation of the Life 
of Jefusy than the Chrifiians themfelves have, fince 
we reconut thofe Miracles^ and other Actions of his, 
whereof the Gofpel is fileht. 

But then, on the other fide, they believe Things 
concerning his Death, whereof neither the Alcoran, 
nor any other of our Writings or Traditions ^make 
any mention, unlefs it be to confute the Error of 
the Nazarenes in that Point. I have heard the Ar- 
guments of their learned Doftors y and comparing 
them with our Objections, I know not well what 
to conclude. 

They iniifl: much on the publick Signs and Won-* 
ders, that fell out at that Time of- the foppos'dO*- 
cifixion of the MeJJiah, the rending of Rocks, open- 
ing of Graves, Rcfiirre£tJon of many Dead, and 
the preternatural Eclipfe of the Sun, wnen the Moon 
was in Sight at the other Part of the Horizon in the 
fame Moment.: Which made a great Philofopher then 
in Egypt, cry out, Either the frame of the World is 
Sjfolved, or the God of Nature fujfers. 

They tell a Story alio of a certain Ship, that was 
on that very Day failing in the Archipelago-, and that 

B S * s 



io Letters writ hy Vol. VII. 

as they pafs'd by certain Rocks, the Mariners heard 
a Voice calling Thamus, Thamus, very often and loud. 
Now there being one of that Name on board the 
Veflel, he anfwer'd to his Name: upon which the 
Voice laid, When thou comefi to the jjland of the Pa-* 
lodes, proclaim it aloud, that the great Pan is dead. 
"Which he did accordingly, and there follow'd a hor- 
rible Howling and Roaring from the Shore of that 
Ifland. This Paffagewas afterwards made known to 
the Senate of Rome, who thereupon, at the Inftancc 
of fbme noble Romans, fent to enquire in the Pro- 
vinces, Whether any remarkable Perfbn had died 
on that Day ? And they were informed, That the 
Jews had on the fame Day put to Death Jefus the 
Son of Mary. And Tiberius the Emperor, on the 
Credit of this' Paflage, being alfb informed of the 
Miracles .which Jefus wrought among the Jews, 
conceiving an immediate Veneration for fo divine 
a Pcrfbri, caus'd his Statue to befetupintheO*/)//*/, 
and would hav» had him *umber'd among the Gods \ 
but in this he was oppos'd by the Senate, becaufe 
'they had before decreed, That no new Deities fhould 
be added to the Kalendar. 

In thefe things I rely on the Account which the 
Chriftidns give of the Death of Jefus, though they 
bring Authorities alfb and Teftimonics of their very 
Enemies, and inveterate Perfecutors, the Gentiles ; 
who therefore, one would think, cannot be fufpe&ed 
of Partiality . In a Word, I know not what to think 
of thefe Things. For if it be true that Jefus died 
on the Crofs for the Sins of the World, as the Chrifti- 
ans believe, and that there is no other Way to be fa- 
ved but by believing this; then in what a fad Con- 
dition are all the Jews and Muffulmans, the one 
glorying in having murder'd the Saviour of thcWorld, 
and the other not believing that he was murder'd ? 
The firfl; feem to merit molt of Men ,• fince though 
the A£t was cruel in itfelf, yet according to this Do- 
Urine it brought Salvation to all our Race: And 
therefore there- was a Sort of Ghriftiam in former 
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Times/ whb worfhfpp'd the Serpent that 'tempted 
' Eve, becaufe according td their Taith, that Tempta- 
tion was the firft Step tt> Mankind's Happinefs after 
^iJam's Falf ; and they plac'd Judas (who* betray'd 
jfefus to tjw Jews ) among the Saints, for having 
-been fo particular an Inftrument id the World's Rer 
demption. 

If Jefus be the Saviour of Men, it is absolutely 
neceflary to belief iri' him. But whether he be, 
or be not, the' Faith of the Chriftians in that Point 
cannot hurt them, fince our Holy "Prophet himfelf 
has taught us, That Chriftians fliall be faved, as 
"well as the Mujfulmans : Whereas the Chriftians fay 
it is impoflible tor any to be faved, who follow the 
Law of Mahomet. So that they txave our own Grant 
for their Salvation, /which . they deny to, us. This 
is a great Advantage Qn their Side in the Contro? 
verfy betwixt 'us. 

For. rny Part, Hell thee .ihge'nuou fly, were Icon- 
vine'd that Jefus was the ISon of God', and that he 
fuffer'd Death for the Sake of Men, I could readily 
embrace moft of the other "Tenets of Chriftianity with-, 
out " Scruple. " I mould not be frighted at their In- 
vocation of Saints, fince 'tis the lame" as we do, our 
felves pra£tife ; nor would their Images i ; d Viciures 
ftartle my Faith ; I fiiould look upon t jefe and a 
thousand \ more, as things indifferent in ihemfclves> 
"and only made/lawful or unlawful by the San&ioa 
*Of Vfoine .Authority, - 

I tt\ou\d be molt puzzled to know what Church to fitf 
in among* fo many, all pretending to the right Way, 
"I have exarnin'd . their different Opinions, and find 
Reafbri, or fbmething very like it, on both Sid »s. I ad* 
' mire the Ahftinence of the Greeks , Armenians, and ge- 
nerally of all the Eaftern Chriftians ; yet their Igbo? 
prance diftafles me. . I honour the Learning and PoUte* 
'nefs of' the Roman Church, and could almoft.veil to 
their Pretenfioris of Antiquity, Umverfality* anct incor* 
r.upt ifbttrjfit > s . but l,am highly fcandalizM at thci$ 
pceniibHfoeJs', Wide, and Cruelty, There i.'tfuch to 
4Vi < [B6/ . / .be 
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be argu'd for the Coptft, Abyffins, Mekbites, the 
Chrffians of St. John, and other Churches ; but more 
to be faid againft them. In fine, if I were to turn 
Chrifiian, I fhould be in a Wilderneis, not knowing 
which Path to take, for fear of miffing the right. 

In the State therefore wherein I am, I will think 
honourably of Jefus, as alio of Mary his Mother,. 
who, at her daily Return from the Temple, found a 
thousand Sorts of Flowers in hetOratory. I will not 
fpeak evil of any Perfbn that has the Character of 
a Saint : but ih general, will defire the Interccffion 
of all that are near to God; 'tis ten to one, if fbme 
of them do not vouchfafe to pray for me. But whe- 
ther they do or not, God hears me, and obferves my 
Devotion j and if be pleafc, my Petitions fhall be 
granted. As for the reft, I will endeavour in all 
things to Jo as I would be done to, keeping my Con- 
ference free from Stain, fo that I may die in Peace * 
and what becomes of me afterward, 'tis in vain ta 
be Micitous, fince the Decrees of Fate are irrever- 
sible. 

Tell me now, my Friend, whether thefe Thoughts, 
and Refblves be not more agreeable to Humanity, 
than to be a furious Bigot for I know not what: Is 
that a commendable Xeal for Religion, which under 
pretence of defending the Truth, flicks not to aflert 
a thoufand Lies ? Or that a laudable Charity for 
Souls, which in order to their Salvation takes infinite 
, Pains to fet the World together by the Ears, and 
embroil Mankind in perpetual Wars ? What elfe do 
thofe " Difturbers of human Race, who, not content 
with the Limits which the Fortune of their Birth 
has fet them, invade the peaceable Poflemons of 
their Neighbours, commit all Sorts of Violences, 
Rapines, and Outrages j and all this under Pretext 
0f*reforming the Manners of Men, introducing Pu- 
rity of Religion, and fulfilling the' Will of Heaven ? 
As if it were a Mark of a Divine Commiflion, to be 
barbaroufly unjuft, perfidious, and falvagg $ and that 
the Height of Piety confided in ftedding human Blood ! 

For 
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For my part, I cannot approve of thefe Pra&ices» 
and therefore think it later to ftand aloof from all 
Religions thus cruelly eftablifli'd, than by entring into- 
their inhuman Secrets, and (wearing to their fanguine 
Articles, incorporate myfelf with profefs'd Murderers,, 
under die Notion of being a good Man. 

Happy are thofe innocent Nations of the Eaft 9 who* 
from their firft Progenitors have kept inviolate the 
Law of Nature; who have never defiled themfelves 
with the Blood of Man or Bead j but every one con- 
tenting himfelf with his native Home-ftall, and the 
Fruits of his own Land, malces no Encroachments on 
thofe that dwell near him, nor butchers the harm- 
lefs Animals to gratify his ill-natur'd Appetite, 
Thefe fit under the Shade of their own Trees, and 
bathe themfelves in the adjoining Streams: They go 
in Peace into the Houfes of their Rural Gods y and 
prcfent them with Flowers, Rice, Fruits, and fuch 
as the Ground brings forth : They never dream of 
foreign Conquefts, nor are troubled with domeftick 
Broils, but lead their Lives in a perpetual Tran- 
quillity and Innocence. All that they defire of Hea- 
ven, is the Continuance of thofe harmlefs Delights 
they at prefent enjoy. As for the tumultuary Plea- 
sures of other Mortals, they have 'em in Contempt* 
This is an Umbrage of the Felicity we are^romis'd 
in faradife, where the Sound of the Drum and the 
Trumpet (hall not be heard, and the Inftruments of 
War fhall be of no Ufe. 

If thou charged: me with Inconftancy in my Opi- 
nions, I neither deny i£, nor am alham'd ; it being 
better to change one's Thoughts every Day, than to 
he fix'd in Error all. one's Life. This to a Friend, 

Paris, \%thaf the $4 Mom, 
ef the X**r i66j* 
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LETTER IV. 

7b Afis, Bafla. 

TH E Warriors and Mechanicks, Statefmen and 
Fidlers, Courtiers and Husbandmen, Students 
and Chimney-fweepers,: arc all taken up in difcour- 
fing of the mighty Preparations the- Grand Signior is 
- making to behege Candia* They talk ot fifteen 
thoufand Tioneers, who arc at work in order to this 

frand Undertaking ; and that the City is block'd up 
y an Army of fixty thoufand Men: That they 
have been railing Batteries round about it ever iince 
the Mcon of December j and that the Sultan is refblv'd 
to win this important Place, though he hazard half 
the Ottoman Empire*. 

This is refreihing News to Mabmut, who has heard 
nothing but improfperous Stories of the Mufiulmnns 
Arms thefe many Years. v Now-I begin to lift up my 
Head and take Courage, when the Empire of True 
Believers makes fome Noife and Figure irt the World j 

• whereas my Heart perpetually droop'd before, I was 
like one among the Dead. 

It was but laft Yeaf when the Ndzarenes could 

■ boaft,- that notwithftancHng' all the Menaces and Pre- ■ 

parations cf the Grand §ignior, yet the Venetians were 

the firft in Field- "by LaiH, and appear'd icarlieft with 

their Fleet at Sen, doing wonderful Thing* in Dalma- 

• tia, 'and blocking uyCafiea in the Ifleof Candy : No'fo' 
'tis to be hop'd, 'they'll trrknge their- Note, and begta' 
to confider what a formidable Fprce they have pro- 
vok'd againft them, even the Puiflance of all Ajia> 
Men of War from their Nativities, '*ati- Army 'of fe- 
Iccl: and chofen Soldiers, undaunted Hero's, Sons of 
Thunder, magnanimous, invincible and deftin'd to 
yanquifh the uncircumcis'd Nations. 

\ My Heart is reviv'd within me at the Contempla- 
tion 
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tion of furc and certain Victories, "attending this glo- 
rious Expedition. My Spirits are dilated with Joy > I 
celebrate a Dunalma \n my Breaft. I am like an 
'Arabian Horfe, that foams, curvets, and paws the 
'Ground in Fierceneis, when he hears the Sound of 
the Trumpet warning to Battle 5 his Eyes fparkle 
with martial Fury, a Smoke goes out of his Noftrils, 
he lifts up the Voice* of his Courage, his Rider 
can hardly reft rain him; So I am' all in Tranfport 
at thefe good Tidings : I can hardly contain myfelf 
within the Compafs of Moderation. As old as I 
■am, I feel a youthful Vigour ftirring in my Veins 5 
Methinks I long to be in the Heat of the facred 
Combat, in the thickeft Clouds of Gunpowder- 
Smoak, to ftand the Shock of Showers of Bullets, 
or with my Scymetar in hand to hew my Way to 
immortal Honour and Felicity: For thofe who die 
in this Caufe go ftrait to Paradtfe. But -I nraft 
"Be contented with this tame humble Poft, and 
ferve the Grand Signior in the Manner prefcrib'd by 
my Superiors. I tell thee, 'tis no fmall Mortification 
for an active Spirit to be thus confined. But Refig- 
nation becomes every good Muffulmari*, and I wil- 
lingly facrifice my Paflions to the Pleasure of the 
Grandees of the Porte, and the lntereft of the Otto- 
man Empire, * 

Here I lit, like a fox m his Den, watching the. 
Motions of the Infidels: If any thing occurs worthy 
of Notice, out I bolt upon it> and make it- my Prey, 
and- fend it as a Prefent to the auguft Minifters. 1 
write to all by turns, and therefore none has Realbil 
to take Exceptions. * ' - 

If thou wouldft know what they are doing herein 
the Court of Prance $ They are muftering the <King 3 $ 
Troops* they are revelling and reading at yerfailles* 
the King's new Palace* where the Princes exeroife 
themfelve's with 1 the noble Difcipline, which they 
<all running in Squadrons. w"hilft Thou fends of Peo<* 
pie flock daily toVerfaittes from Pari* and all the ad- 
jacent-Countries round* about* partly to-be Sf*<ftai<©r« 
' / cl 
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of theft Royal Paftimes, and partly to behold that 
gorgeous Fabrick, which isjefteem'd the faired and 
molt magnificent in the World. 

Serene Bajfa, this Monarch has a vaft Genius $ 
whatsoever he undertakes he accompli (hes, and all 
his Performances are furprizingly great. He has a 
deep Forecaii, and feldom fails in his Judgments of 
what will probably come to pafs. He is happily 
made, born, and brought up. A Prince, one would 
think, defign'd by Fate for the Empire of thclVefi. 

Renowned Afts r I kifs the Hem of thy illuftrious 
Robe, and with a profound Obei&nce bid thee 
Adieu. 

Paris, loth ef the +th Mwn t 
of the Tear 1667. 



«^«" 



LETTER V. 

7b Hafnadar Baffi, Chief Trcafurer 

to the Sultan. 

I A M cbnvinc'd, 'tis now time for me to be refo- 
lute, bold, and aflur'd in my own Conduct : For 'tis 
in vain to ask Counfel of the /Mime Minijiers, I 
have addrels'd myfelf at certain Seafons to them on 
that account, ever iince I came firft to Paris : But not 
one of them has vouchfafed me en Anfwer, or given 
jne any particular Inftru&ions how to deport myiel^ 
in an emergent Peril of Difcovery ; Whether I fhould 
own rdyfelf an Agent for the Grand Signior, or denv 
it ; whether I fhould boldly ftand the Brunt of all 
Events, or fly to Artifices and Evafions j whether I 
fhould perfift in acting the Moldavian, and continue 
to perfbnate a Chriftian Student, an Ecelefiaftical Can- 
didate under the feign 'd Name of Titus > or frankly 

tell 
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tell them, I am a Muffidmsn, an Arab, and fecrct 
Slave of the Sultan. 

I ought to have been certiffd in thefc Cafes 5 and 
ribt left at random to guefs, at this vaft Diftance, the 
PJeaiures of my Superiors. But fince it is their Witt 
thus to make trial of my Fidelity, Prudence and 
Skill in warding off the Aflaults of common Chance, 
Misfortune, and the Attempts of fly deligning Men, 
I'll be as cunning as I can, without embarrafung my 
Peace with conftant panick Fears and Appreheniions 
of I know not what. No vain Endeavours to avoid 
the fix'd Decree of Fate ihall make me change my 
Lodging, or fly from every menacing Contingency. 
I'll rather truffc to Providence and prefent Courage, 
the Juftice of my Caufe and Native Innocence, leaving 
the Event to Deftiny. 

By what I have faid, thou wilt perceive I am in 
iome Trouble ; and I can suture thee, thou art not 
miftakea. I am hattertl, hunted up and down, 
. and persecuted worfe than the Foxes, Hares, and 
Hinds near Adrianopde j I am an old Man, and yet 
they envy me the Happinefs of . a -natural Death : 
they would not have me go down to the Grave in 
Peace. I have been imprifbn'd, threatened, dogged 
up and down the Streets, affeflinated in the dark, 
had my Chamber fearch'd, my Letters in danger 
of being &is'd, with thofe of the Supreme Mini- 
fier^ I have^ run the rifque of a Difcovery, by 
meeting cafually an Infidel, whole Slave I once was 
at Palermo in Skifo, I have been undermin'd by 
Mujfulmans, as well as Naz#renes\ by Strangers, and 
by Solyman my Coufin. Yet in all thefc Perils I have 
acquitted myfelf faithfully, come off with Suecefs, 
and faved the Honour of my Sovereign 5 which is the 
only Thing for which I am follicitous. But for. ought 
I know, my Care may. prove in vain, and the Evils 
which I have Co long fortunately efcap'd, may now 
(iirprize and ruin me. As to myfelf, I care not 
what becomes of me* and if the Secrets of my Com- 
mijfian beireveal'd, let the Mmifiefi of the Porte - 

anfwer 
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anfwer for that, /who would never give me the 

kail Dire&ion. 

About two or three Years ago,. I was forced to 

remove froirj my old Lodgings., where 1 had r elided 
. ever fince my firft coming to Paris, The Dangers 
i tint then aflauited. me, drove me to this Houie, 
. where I ftilf am, in a very obfeure Place, by the 
. Wall of the City. Yet even hither am I purfued by 

* watchful Enemies : New Hazards threaten me on all 

* Hands. But I am reiblv'd to fly no more; unleis 
-it be into the City J>itth 9 .where I can find Admi- 
ttance through my Landlord's Cellar. There is tT 
.'private Parage, dug perhaps in dder Times;, durwfe 
tfomc Siege tp fcrve the freight NeccflStios of * thole 
^who^hen-pofleis'd' this Houie. It is fb cunningly 

contriv'd, that human Wit can jjever d^caver^it, 
rkaMsl by " Chance, or by Diredion ohthftfe that 
rkflow it. ?The Ditch, k dxy, the ■ Door 1 of t fie 

* Houie always lock*d* and my^tmift} [Hifl fweats 
<n» body 'iMl come in by Day. or Night, till I h#we* 
Jiaada lartftfc fcrtwatv So that if juT the Qffktrs it 

jhiwlhouid c*rne to tearch, I ihould. have time-bb 
'pack up my Papers, ang flailcawayinto. my kirjring 
'Hole*. And if Aey ihouH b^moriftrousi Aqcident 
v fmd the tfjoiiceal'd Avenue, I rould ifoon. flip into 
•the Fields,- through the laft fofiern in the Wall, and 
•lock them in beyond the Poflibility of Puriuit ; 
* whilft I took care to hide myieif afrefh, or leave the 
Country. 

This is rny final Reiblution, if everj am put to an 
J Extremity again. In the mean time* I dehre thee 
to nuke it part of thy Care, that ftUthmut fhall not 
x want for Money to carry on the 1 Sultan's private Af- 
fairs without a Baulk. I do not demand unreasonable 
Things : Let me but live, and have enough to defray 
the neceflary Expences of my Service, and that's all I 
'crave.* But let my Supplies- be well tim'd and pro- 
portioned, that I may husband my B0nfi$n to the belt 
-Advantage: Or elfc I muft always preis* and that's a 
Thing- 1 hate. I have writ to ail the. Jreajkrers that 
- - went 
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went before thee on the fame Account, and with 
equal Boldnefs. Therefore take not in ill Part what 
comes' from bhint Sincerity, and conftant full Defires 
y> ferve efrb&ually thcGrand Signior. It will be very 
eafy for thee to anticipate Mahmut's Expectations, 
without exceeding the Orders which thou haft re- 1 
ceiv'd. Money be damn'd, if we could breathe and 
ierve our friends, and carry on the Affairs of humah 
Life without it. I am an Arab, and cou'd as freely 
yafi away my Time in harmlefs Rambles o'er the Pro* 
njthces of Afia ; as thus to be confin'd to narrow freo- 
ting CircuotftaftceV, the only. Effc&s of too unfhakea, * 
unregarded, and incorruptible Loyalty. i * * 

' Wealthy Difpenfer of thcOttornan Gold, J ask no 
j&ins> but my appointed Salary s : rniendingof which, . 
*I defire thee to- remember the «ld M&nanWravetk, 
•*rhich fays, '<&)<** bepves tmce, who give* in Seafin* ■ 

• Paris, fth of tfo Cth.ifm* * -. 

* > - if the Tear $6fj . . » • \- *•.-*..-' - >* 

i- ' ' '"-'-. - * ■■:• .••.. • : : i ..- 
- LETTER VL . •• 

^ Nathan Ban Saddi, * Jew <tf. Vletma. 

I Know not whether I (hall live to hear from thee . 
again, or to jfend thee another Letter. Age, Sick?- 
hefs, Misfortunes, together with the Malice of Menw 
have laid a thoufand Snares f<jr my Life* I am as it wertf, 
hunted by Nature 9 Providence, Depny y and Chance, 
, into the very Toils of Deaths from whence it will bfe 
very difficult for me to efcape. Nottoamufe thee, 
I am in danger of being difcover'd, fciz*d, impri- 
fon'd* and then thou knoweft, I can expeel: no lefi 
than to be put to the Torture, and rack'd with a 
thoufand Inventions of Cruelty, that fo they may 
force me to confefs what I am, and what my Bufi- 

ne& 
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nefc is in this Kingdom and City, where I have reiided 
& many Tears. 

I was fufpc&ed bj Cardinal Riehlieu, fotuMufluL . 
man* as I have reafon to believe from feveral con/ 
vincing Circumftance* of that Mhnfltr*s Carriage to 
me, ever •fince his firft Acquaintance with me at 
faris. And the fame Jealouiv caufed his Succcflbr, 
Cardinal Mazarini, to put nfe into the BaftHe, where 
I was clofehr confined for the Space of Gx Moons. 
And I might have lain there till this Time, for 
ought I IcoonV, had it not been for the good Condu& 
and honeft Fidelity of Eliacbim. In fine, tho* I 
have hitherto efcap'd difcovery, yet I cannot flatter 
myieif that I ihall always do fo. If they once lay 
hold on me again, they will certainly fearch me for 
the Scar of Ckcumcificn; and then all the Arguments 
the Wit of Man can find, will not be of force to 
Wind them any longer, or five me from the Ven- 
geance of the Statf. They will certainly put me to 
a cruel Death. 

However, I'll baffle 'em if I can $ and if I once 
cftape, Til bid adieu to Paris, if not to the whole 
Kingdom i being reiblv'd not to truft any more to the 
deceitful Security of new Lodgings in this City, and a 
vain Removal from one Precinct and Houie to ano- 
ther : For the very Air of Tarts is fatal to me. I 
am never free from lerror, whilft within thefe me- 
lancholy Walls. The Genius of the Tlace is at Enmity 
with mine. Every Thing I caft my Eyes on, feems 
to low*r and frown upon me: I ftart at the Voices 
of Men going along the Streets, and difcourfing about 
their own Affairs: And if any one knocks at the Door, 
I'm preiently upon my Guard, my anxious Soul {till 
labouring with fed Prefeges of fome Calamity at 
hand, ready to rufh upon me unawares. 

Perhaps I may go to Lyons, where a Stranger may 
live an} Age conceal'd, and void of Peril, as in this 
City. Or I may take a farther Journey to Marfeilles, 
Toulon, or any other Sea-port Town : whsre I will 
expeft new Orders from my Superiors. 

la . 
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In the mean time, thou may 'ft continue to addrefs 
thy Letters as before : For that Courfe can never fail, 
let me be where it pleafes Heaven. Bliachim will take 
care of all Things. I writ to the HafnaJar Bafft on 
the fame Account, defiring frefli Supplies of Money $ 
which 1 fuppofe will come by the Way of Vienna ; 
If fo, I trufr to thy Prudence in ordering my Sills 
with Speed, and the ufual Cautioufhefs. « 

Nathan, adieu : And whatever becomes of me, live 
theu long and happily to ferve thc^rand Signior. 

Paris, $th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear i6fy. 



LETTER VIL. 

fb the Venerable Mufti, 

AS the poor injur'd Labourer, or Slav? opprefs'd 
by cruel and obdurate Mafters ; as the despair- 
ing Cfo»*> who can find nojuftice from the Cheicks, 
CaJils, or Cadilefqsurs, fly immediately to the Set ail, 
to make their laft Appeal, and feek Redrefs from the 
Great Arbiter of human Feuds: So falls *poor Mah* 
mut proftrate at thy Feet, O Sacred Oracle of MuffuU 
mans -, begging Itom thy Authority, whom no Be- 
liever dares to difbbey, what I could never yet ob- . 
tain from any Minifier of State, or Bajfa of the 
Bench : That is, how I muft a& in cafe I am difco- 
vered, or barely fufpe&ed, examin'd, and put to my 
Oath, concerning my Bufinefs at Paris f Lay thy 
fpeedy Commands on thofe whofe Care it ought to 
be, tnat no Intelligence, Advice, orCounfel be want- 
ing to me, the faithful Agent of the Tort, refidinghere 
incognito, a Spy upon the Infidels. Or at leaft, vouch- 
safe to fend me thy Inftru&ions, Rules infallible, 
Ottkis of perfeft Wildom, and divine Sagpcity. 

I can- 
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I cannot tar the future ftand the Brunt of long 
fefpecled Casualties; Events which' glimmer front 
alar," like diftant Ignes Fatui, or other vagrant 
Meteors of the Night : For fo Contingencies ap- 
pear, which are to come, uncertain, and remote* 
though fometimes near at hand ; yet with deceit- 
fill Sfeew, they ftill millead bewilder'd Mortals 
in the dark. So the tir'd Traveller in Libyan 
Waftes, is tantahVd by mocking Rays of Sands in 
drifted Heaps, or flying Bodies loofely wafted by 
the Winds; on which the Moon and Stars cafting 
their Beams, create Rjefra&ions hke Domeftick 
Lamps or Tapers * and encouraging the difcon fo- 
late Man to hope for neighbouring Villages or 
Towns, where he may reft his weary Limbs, 
and find an hofpitable Entertainment; fecure from 
Dragons* Lyons,, Tygfrs, or the more Tierce and 
Cruel Race of Men, who lurk in fecret Places of 
the arrrighting Defart, to rob unwary Strangers, as 
they pafs. 

a Tis faid, moft Holy Patriarch of the Faithful, that 
Men are thus' degenerate, and tran&end the horrid 
Nature of. the vildeft Beafts ! . But fadder ftill, that 
Cities, firft defign'd for San&uaries of the Diftrefsd, 
•fhould become worfethan De farts, and more Inhofpi- 
4 Me than the Purlieu of t Dragons, ox the dreadful 
•Haunts of* Lynxes, Crocodiles, and other Animals of 
Trey. That Men pretending to be -civihVd, to live 
•in Community, and reciprocal Participation of all 
•good OfEces ; incorporated by the fame Laws, for 
no other End, but to help, arTrft, and defend one ano- 
ther againft all Foreign Enemies ; mould, inftead 
of this, prove more barbarous than Salvages, and 
.mot$ voracious than Canibals, whilft every Citizen 
'preys on his Neighbour, and devours him whom he 
has fworn to protect They all live by Robbery and 
Spoil. The Rich and Potent .fleece thofe whole 
Wealth is not furficient-to defend them from Opp*e£ 
fion. Thus are Towns and Cities, from celebrated 
Refuges of Mm, become the Itati o£ Zfrfrm,' sod 
* . cruel 
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cruel Murderers. The whole Earth is ftaintt with 
the Blood of the* Poor: The Cries of Widows *nd. 
Orphans .pierce the Heavens ; The Generations of, 
Men are corrupted with Fraud, Avarice, Perfidy, 
Ambition, Envy, and a thoufand other Vices. Bro- 
ther cannot truft the Son of his own Mother. Fa-* 
there are unnatural to their genuine OfT-fpring.. 
Children think the Days tedious which prolong* 
their . Parents Lives. Self-Love teaches, a Man to 
betray his Friend, for whom he rather ought to- 
lofe his Life; Aq univerfal Defe&ion from Juftice* 
and found Morality reigns every- where, , 

But what is moft fur pricing, is, that even among 
. thofe who bear the glorious Title and Chara&cr of 
the True Faithful Mujfulmans, there (hould be. found* 
a Crew of Mifcreants, Villains, , and Tnytors to 
Goo, his Prophft, and their Sovereign. L-fpeak not 
of mch, whofe Genial Inclinations tempt them to 
commit vulgar Sins, which injure no Man but the-m- 
felves. I tax no' Drunkards, Gamefters, and thofe- 
amorous Perfbnsy-who wafte their Bodies, Time, 
^Eftates, and facrifice their Reputation to Voluptu- 
oufnefs. Thefe are but Venial Sins, and foon wafti'd 
off by the appointed Purifications and Penances. A 
little Water, Duft, or /Sand, with Fading,- and dj> 
vout Invocation, of ,the Eternal Alfah, cancels the& 
Peccadillo's -, they are all put to the Account of hu«y 
man Frailty; fuflh-isthe Pleafure of eternal Goodnefs. 
But I accufe the blacker Crimes of thofe, whom 
fretting Envy ili#ni*lates tp - perfecute tjkeir harmless 
Neighbour; or bafe Ingratitude prompts to betray 
their Friends; or native Malice teaches to feck out 
all Odcaiions of doing Mifch'cf in the World. A 
bufy, reftleft Sore of Man,, buying aboitf like Wafps 
ox \ Hornets, Ringing every one. they fatten on> : Or, 
like .the luntsoS Zat&> ajrpublefome Kind of Inft&k 
which mterruprthe fwepr Repofc of Men, creeping 
upon therm inf; their ,B*U' and. ^.Slumbers,' and ilily 
bitkg fhem; to, &fik thijir) Blood. ; 



•i 
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Suck are the Afeia'of whom I now complain; 
who hatter me from Stratagem to Stratagem, from 
one Retrenchment to another j whofe Crime is 
doable, in that they are Perfbns of my own Ke/f- 
gien $ Frofejfors of the Genuine Faith brought down 
from Heaven, Followers of the Vrophet, who could 
neither write nor reads and Subjeks to the Grand 
Signior. 

Tis a long time fines I had the firft Occafion to 
accufe lome at the Seraglio, of private, fly Attempts 
to undermine and ruin me, that they might gain my 
Toft. 'Twill feem invidious, even in my own De- 
fence, after fb many Addrefles to the Minifters of 
the Forte, now to repeat their Names, and difconv 
pofe thy Sacred Thoughts with black Memoirs of hu- 
man Malice. 'Tis not Revenge I feek, but for the 
future how to efcape, if not prevent, the like Con- 
fpiracies. Nor is it for myfclf alone, I cheriih this 
unufual Zeal and Care 5 but for my Mailer's Interefk 
and Honour. 

I've ferv'd near thirty Years in this precarious Sta- 
tion, and never made the leaft ralfe Step ; or, if I 
have, 'twas not difcern'd ; which is the lame Thing 
m effeft. And I am very unwilling to mifcarry at 
laft, through the Treachery of my pretended Friends 
at Conftantmople, or for want of full Inftru&ions from 
the Imperial Divan. 

'Tis for this Reafbn, I prefome to addrefs to the 
Duft of thy Feet, Supreme Judge of the Faithful, beg- 
ging the Interpofition of thy Paternal Authority on 
my Behalf. 

There is one Thing more, which in all Humility 
I recommend to thy Wifilom and San&ity. 1 have 
often writ to thy Tredecejfor on the faine Account, bc- 
feeching him to promote the Tranflatim of Hiftories* 
and other Learned Boohs, out of Foreign Languages 
into Turkijh or Arabick: That fo Knowledge might 
flourifh among the Muffulmans, and the Infidels might 
have no more Ground to call us Barbarous. Let Men 
skilful in Languages and Sciences be fought for. There 

are 
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are not wanting fitch at Cmftantintple, and in other 
Farts of the Empire. Let them be employ 'd {neon* 
piling in umverfal Hifiory of thcfVorU in Tfrrki/kj 
more ample, true* and coxxeft, than any that has gone 
before it, in Creek, Latin, or an/ other Language* 
This wik bring eternal Honour to the Ottowm 
Imfire, and prove no hard^ask to them that (hall 
undertakers fince it will be only a choice Col* 
le&km out of other Authors $ a Garland of Flow- 
ers cull'd from the various Fields. of, Hiflory, and 
compos'd together. with an Order full of Luftre and* 
Beauty, the whole Work being interwoven with av 
Chain of ChronoUgiaU Yeats ; . which will not only, 
give it a fingukr Grace* hut alio be of great Advan- 
tage to the Mttpdman Readers. * . 

Succetibr of the Apefiks, remember, that though 
t*ur holy Lawgiver could neither write nor read, yet? 
the fuccccding Caliphs encouraged learning . Bene* 
di&ton on the Souls of them and their Ftfterity. Sor 
will future Ages blefs . thy Memory, if thou vouch* 
fafeft to encourage this glorious Work : And Zftfav* 
ml, the Angel ot Science, will make thee bisAjJociatt* 
in Faradtfif. 

With profound Submimons I retire from thyfacreJ 
Vrefence, begging thy Abftiutim and Bleflmg. 

Paris, yh of the 6th Moon," 
of tm Tear 1667. 



LETTER Vm. 

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 

• Senior. 

AMong other Difpatches I could not forget what 
I owe to the long continued Friendfhip which 
has been between us. Having Leifuxe therefore be* 

$ ~ ' fore 
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.fere the Teft goes, I will inform thee of a Birth* 
which has occafon'd little Joy to the Parents, but 
jkiuch Admiration among all that hear of it, and 
ffais'd learned Difputes between the Profeflbrs of 
fhyfick and Surgery. 

in the Town of Weertted near Ardenburg in the 
Lo*>-CM*triesj a Woman was lately delivcr'd of a' 
monftrous Child, with two Heads, two Necks, 
four Arms, and proportionally -all Parts both out- 
ward and inward doable to the Navel/ which feem'd 
to be the Center of Union between the two Bodies : 
For from thence downwards there appeared only 
the Proportion and Shape of one Body, with two 
Thighs, Legs, and Feet. The Faces were different ; 
die %ialid and irregular, without a Nofc or 
Mouth, except a kind of Orifice under the Chin; for 
Ac Eyes poflefs'd the Place of the Mouth, and a 
•pcrfc&mafeulme Genital took up the Room of the. 
Npfe: The other was fair, and made with Symme- 
try, having nothing extraordinary, faving two Teeth 
growing out of the Gums. • ' " ■ 
' This irregular VrcduBim has been curioufly delected 
tya famous Anatomift, who found two Hearts, two 
Stomachs, and the other Vitals alliingle. What I have 
faid is attend by five profefs'd Phyficians, who opened, 
this wonderful Creature. 

There have been many Examples of extraordi- 
nary Births 9 efpecially in thcie, Parts of the World. 
And I have read in a French Author, a Man of 
Credit, That In the Year 15-92 of the Chriftiab He* 
gtra y a Woaian of Alfrti* brought forth at once an 
imnired and fifty Children, each but three Inches 
long. 

.fiut What I (hall now tell thee, though it be not 
remarkable for the Number of Children, y Ct ^ 
jSra .thing lingular in the Circumflances that at- 
tended it. 

Irmetrude, the Ctsmtefs of Altorfe, accus'd one of 
her Neighbours of Adultery, becaufe fhe had three 
Children at A Birth, faying, She defer ved to be tied up 

in 
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m * Sack, and thrown into the Sea. licit Year the 
•Countefi herfelf was delivered of twelve-Sons all at 
a Birth. And touch'd with Remorfc for the Sentence 
which fhe r had pronoune'd againft the other Woman, 
concluding it now a juft Punimmen* for herfelf, fent 
a Maid with eleven* of thefe new-born Infants, com- 
manding her .to drown them in the next River, re- 

■ ierving only one to be the Heir of his father's Eftate. 

Fate had fo determined, that her Husband the Earl 
met the Maid as fhe was 'going to commit this exe- 
crable Villainy: and asking her what fhe had; got in 

• her Lap, fhe anfwer*d, lam going to drown a fev 
Toung Whelp. The Earl being a great Hunter, and 

% <confequently a Lover of Dogs, had a Mind to fee 
whether any of thefe Whelps were of a promifing 

v Afpe6r j when to his Aftonifhment he found eleven 
of- human Shapes, all living and perfect, but- very 

* fmall. He prefs'd the. Maid fo far, that fhe cotf- 
fefe'd the whole Truth, Whereupon enjoining he* 

■ Silence, and Aflurance of a good Reward, he caustf 

■ her to* carry them to one of his Tenant si where be> 
- ing all cherifhed and kid warm, he difpofed of theot 

afterwards in convenient Places, to be nurs'd and 
brought up till they came of Age. Then he fent 
for them privately to his Houfc, having firfl ap- 
parell'd them in the fame Fafhion as thier Brother 

;was in who dwelt at home. 

As fbon as the Countefs caft her Eye on them, and 

. obferv'd their Number and Faces, fo exactly re- 
fembling him who had been always with her, fbe 
wept in a Paflion betwixt Shame and Joy, confejp- 
fing her former cruel Intention ; and* tailing at 
the Feet of her Lord, he pardon'd her. From thefe 
Eleven defcend the Family of the Whelps or Guelphs, 
fo renowned in Germany, and bearing this Name 
from the Maid's Anfwer to the Earl, when fhe had 

' them in her Lap. , 

Such ftrange Productions as thefe, occafion various 

-linqtffiries among the thiUfophers here in the Weft : 
Whether human Souk be generated'Uks the Bodies to 

C i which 
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* which they are united, tot whether they ate crtatti 
by the immedmn Ptwtr of God. AHurcdly thefc &• 
jfc&Z* are much in the Dark, and (hut their Eyes 
tgainft the Light of the ChimuU Sages. If the Pro- 
f*W* (hould rife from the Dead, they would not be 
«ble to convince thafe U*circumcu% that all Things 
*ttihle and invifible are from Eternity, and that thene 
is nothing 8t* in the Syftem of the Univerfe, ex* 
'eept the various outward Forms, which change in- 
deed according to the .Laws of endkfs Tranfintgra- 
tion, and fomettmes according to the Froiicks of N*- 
**re, who loves to mix her Interludes and Antiques 
with the eftabiim'd Seniles of every Age. 

What 1 have writ is to divert thee: But when 
ihall I have an Anfwer as from an old Friend ? Let 
not the Honours of the Serdil make thee forget thofe 
with whom thou haft been once familiar. My dear 
JUli, be not too much a Comtier. Thy loog Silence 
and Refervedoefs forces this Language from me. 
Shall ConfUmtmofU blot out thy Remembrance of 
j&aSm t Or the Blaft of a Monarch's Favour be more 
-valuable than the durable Integrity of a Country- 
man, a Friend ? If the Sultan traits his Life in thy 
Hands, doft not thou know that a Fk of Gripes, 
the Stone, Gout, or any violent Djftemper, will 
turn all his Confidence into Jcatauiy? I tell thee, 
Jie will fufpec* Pt>ifbn m thy very Look*. 

Therefore, continue to be the lame Man as thou 
wert formerly, -and kt* not thy Improvements in 
fkyfick make thee go backward in Morality. 

Paris, i%i of the 6th town* 
*f the Tear i66j. 



LET^ 



Vol. VII. a Spy at Pakis^ a$ 

LETTER IX. 
•2b Nathan Ben Saddi, a Tew at Vienna. 

NOWI fee thou art a Man of Bufinefs : Thy 
Mind is cured of its religious Itch, and reftor'd 
%o a found Complexion. Perfevere, and be happy. 

Let no vain Scruples of Confcicnce moleifc thy 
Soul, concerning the Peace that was lately made be* 
tween the Grand Stpim and the Germ*/*. Cares oi 
this Nature belong to thofe who fit at the Helm, and 
direft the Steerage of the State* As for thee and 
meT our Part is only to obey, without enquiring 
whether it be right or wrong that we are com- 
manded. Every Thing is lawful to us that is en- 
join'd by our Superiors: And the p*blkk Reafbn 
bu^ht to fuperfcdeour private narrow Sentiments. 
Wnatever Tramtmres we incur by our Obedience,, 
the Conscience of the "State will be our^pail, our 
'Advocate, and our Ranibm : Therefore, once more, 
. go on and, profper. 

". Thou coaldft not have done the Grand Sttnhr a 
greater Piece of Service, than by thus happily inli- 
nutting thyfelf with the Hungarian Faction at Vienna : 
For by that means thou becomeft Mafter of the Se- 
crets of both Sides, the Janus that overlooks two 
' oppofite Cabals at once : and fc may'ft not only 
form thy Intrigues the better, but'alfo give a dearer 
Light to the MiniftcrS of the fkbRmt Parte. 
' I am difpleasM to hear of the frequent Canfpiraek* 
that have been made againfl the Emperor'i Perfbn. N6t 
'for any Love that I i>ear to him, or the Houfe of 
Aujlria ; for I wifh there was not a Branch of that 
hueRmm Stent left alive on Earth : But 1 never knew 
fiicn Kind of Plots, if once difcovcred and pre- 
vented, to take Effed again, Bcfides, they many 
times fpoil the main Dcfignr For what fignifies it, 
if this. Emftr&mnc fcirU and put to Death, Co long 
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ts there is tnyone of that tyrannical Race furviving? 
They are all of the feme Blodd and Intereft $ edu- 
cated alfb in the fame Principles and Maxims.- In a 
word, they have all but one G:fme to play j which 
is, to aggrandize themfclves and their Poftefity 
for ever. And therefore fhele clandefline Methods 
-of Poifbn or Aflafim, will but make them more 
watchful to prevent all Defigns of the like Nature 
for the future. , 

Remember, Nathan, that the Mark which thou 
art to aim at, is to cherifhjthc DHcontents.oi Hun- 
gary, by all the Arts of a cunning Statefrrun. Counf 
Peter de Sereni is a fit Subject to work upon.. The 
Death of his Brother, and his own Diigrace at the 
Imperial Court, with the riling Fortune of Monti- 
cuculiy have fiU'd him with Sentiments of Revenge 
and Envy. He cannot behold Count d'Averfperg in 
Pofleffion of Carleftadt without much Refentmenr, * 
having with fb great Paflion begg'd that Government 
for himfclf. 

If this Prince can but be inducM to revolt, many 
thoufan#bf the Croats, Dalmatians, and Sclavonians, 
will take up Arms under him, which/ will at once 
weaken both the German Empire, and the State of 
Venice, Beiides, the Marriage of his Daughter with 
Prince Ragotski, may engage the Tranfylvanians in 
his Party. Count Nadaftt alio, they fay, is not well 
pleafed with the Court, aiming to be Palatine Qf 
Hungary, wftich has been refufed him, This News 
comes to me but by Report: If it be true, thou art 
in the fairer Way to fucceed. Such great Malcon- 

* tents as thefc will puzzle the jdiniflers of State, and 
exercife the Policy of Prince Lo&kovitz,. 

Bcfides, if Things ihould not proceed to. an open 
Rupture, yet, thou knoweft, the Hungarians are of- 

. fended at the late Peace, which will not fail to put 
them upon committing perpetual Afts of Hoftiuty. * 
They ftomach it extremely, .that the Town of >fcw- -• % 
bawfel is in the Qrani. Signior's Hands » and tliey 'will .^ 

\p always on their Guard in the neighbouring Parts, 
i *~ " i 'J '" • patrolin Sv 
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patroling about, and skirmifhing with our Fora- 
gers: Which will afford a good Occafion at any 
time for oar- Sovereign to break the Peace, when- 
ever it is for his" Intereft. There are abundance 
of Confluences in fiich a Cafe, more than we cad 
think or or forefee, yet all to our Advantage. As 
long as we go the right way to work, all Things 
will fucceed well. Make no ralfe Steps, and there'* 
no Danger of Humbling, 

Remember ftill, that thy particular Charge is, 
to foment a Civil War between the Court of Vienna 
and the Hungarians. 'Tis no matter who gets the 
better on't. Let 'em quarrel to Eternity, and deftroy 
one another in God's Name : Then mail the MuJfuL- 
man Empire thrive. 

Before God, you have* a fine Opportunity, ye ' 
fa&ious Comrades: But beware of fly Interlopers* 
Damn the Eahnefs and good Nature (falfly fb call'd) 
of thofe wh<J>will admit any Man into their Cabal,, 
provided he puts on a fair Guize of one of 'the Party. 
Ye can't be too refcrved and clofb. D'ye think the 
Emperor has not his Spies about in every Corner ? A 
Pox of your Stupidity, if you fufrer this brave Defign 
to mifcarry for want of looking fharp. Damn you, 
for a Parcel of old thread- bare Fools, if after fb ma- 
ny^xperiences you don't furbifh up your Wits, and 
look to your (elves. There's Gottendorf, Railliwits, 
Skusy the Knight Baron Leipfem, Einard the hereditary 
Pretender to the Maroiiifate of Than*, with many ' 
others whom. 1 will not name in this Letter : By 
Mofes and Mahomet they're all Rogues. > and if you 
truft 'em too far, they iurely betray you. 

Nathan, believe .me, I would not write fb pa£ 

fionatcly were my Lite at all precious. But I have no 

other End in protra&ing the- Minute of my -Iran/mi- 

.gratzon, than to exalt, as much as in me lies, the Mar 

y of the Ottoman Lineage, and to guard it front 

tigers. I am. placed here on purpofe by Fatt: 
* TIL do my Duty* tho' the whole World fhould 

utter their Venom againft mc. . . 

C4. a 1;- 
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O Ijrtelhe, both thou and I. muft ihortly leave 
this Earth i or at leaft wc muft change the Form of 
our Earth. We fhall never ccafe to be fomething^ 
'God knows what. 

In the mean time, be what thou fecmeft to be. 

Paris, i$4 of tht 6tb Mam, 
of the Tear 1667. 
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To the moji Sublime and Magnificent 
• of the Muffulmgn Bafla's, Achmet^ 
the Vizir Azem. 

» 

MAY Chaplets of immortal Flowers crown thy 
noble Head, illuftrbus Cuperly, ftrong Prop 
of the Houfe of Etrogriel, main Buttrefs of the 
Tower of the SelxMccian Tribe the Lineage of Of/*- 
pum, Heir of the Heirs to tfnael, the efieft Son of 
our Father Abraham* the Glory of Men, and the 
Beloved of God. * 

Not the unmatched Perfumes of Arabia, not the 
firpriztng Odours of the Perfian Incenfc, which 
they offered to the Sun, not all the moft skilful 
Competitions of Ea/hm Arom*fick4 put together, ace 
half 10 fwect, as is thy glorious Name among the 
Jduffuknawt* 

I receiv'd thy Orders with. a Reverence, fecond 
only to that which is due to the Grand Siguier, and 
-will perform them with a loyal Alacrity. I per- 
fectly comprehend thy Defign, and the Drift of the 
fmblwu lent: For thou haft ftated the Cafe like aa 
Oracle. 'Twill not be difficult, I behevfe, to fagged 
under-hand to the French Ctos?£ die Advantage 
they may make of the prefeat Diffractions in Hun- 



• 
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garyz For ttiey are already become the Subject of 
common Difcourfe. Lews the Fourteenth, by en- 
couraging thole Malcontents, and fupporting their 
Caufe with private Disbursements or Money, vriH 
doiibtlefs facilitate his own designed Cbnquefts on 
the Neighbourhoods of the Rhine. For if the Hun- 
garian Lords proceed to an open Revolt, and throw 
themfelves under the Saltan's Protection, the Em- 
feror of Germany will be obliged to turn all his For- 
ces that Way : which, yet will not be able to with- 
ftand the United Armies of the Hungarian Croati- 
an*, Hey dukes, Tartars, and the raoft invincible 
Ofmans. So that by this means, the Empire will be 
weakened on both Sides, and in fatal Danger of its 
final Diflblution; whilfi; the Strength and Power 
of the Grand Signior, and the King of France, his 
Noble Ally, will daily increase. 

Befides, this will put alUZjwpt into Diviuons and 
Parties, according as their Interefts and Afle&i~ 
ons incline them, feme fiding with the Emperor* 
others with the Trench Xing ; whilft the Gene* 
rality will (tand Neuters, and contemplate the Ifliie 
of thefe Wars, without afiuting one^Side or 
f other. Than which, nothing can fall out more 
happy or propitious for the fapred Monarchy of the 
Of man j. 

In Obedience to thy Command, I have written to> 
Nathan Ben Saddi on this Accounts altogether as 
from myfelf, not giving him the leaft Ground to 
conjecture, that I had received an Order from the 
Torte. I frequently take the Liberty to counfel that 
honeft few in many Caijes j inviting him to Proje&s 
in General Terms, and to do fome extraordinary 
Service for the Grand Signitr* So that he will ima- 
gine my writing now is only of courfe, without 
iuipe&tng 9&y thing elfe. 

. 1 befeechthee to fend me all the Infractions that 
.*fre needfu} for me, not only to carry on this Affair 
& woipcroufly* but, all others relating to the Forte. I; 
v »i)l be careful to tranfmit thy Commands to Nathan 

C s Ban 
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Ibn-SadM, in fiich a Diiguife, as he fhall not dream 
they are any other than h is own PropoJGds : Since 
thou doft not think it fit that the Majefty of the Porte* 
fhould appear to be concern'd in a Bufinefs of this 
Nature, efpecially Co. Cooti after the late Eeace con- 
cluded with the Emperor. 

Tis an invaluable Honour thou haft done me, in 
{rutting to my Conduct an Intrigue, whole E&c&s, 
for ought I know, may reach, all the Nations .of 
gurope, and laft till the X>ay of Doom. Queftion not 
my Fidelity, for 'tis of Proof: Befides it many times 
tempts a Man to be falfe, when he knows he is fufc 
feezed to^ be io. 

I am Stave of the Slaves of thofe who fta*nd near 
the Sultan's Perfbn, and confefs Mehammed to be the 
jtpoftle of Gpd. More particularly I. arn devoted to- 
thofe who have the Honour to ierve thee, the 
GranjJ Pillar of the Ofman Empire. GoJ perpetuate 
thy felicity. 

' Faris^ *idofthe jtti Moon* 
of the Tear i66j* 

LETTER XL 

$0 /#<rSelidtar Aga, e>r SworcUBearer 
! , ta the Sultan* 

l He(fc Ifcftt abound ih Action at this Time, 

Couriers run up and down from Court to 

Court' with feeret Dispatches, and Matters of deep Im- 
port. The Death- of the Gjueen of Volant* and of Pop* 
Alexander 'VII. occafioyn this* new-ftirringancl buftling 
in Europe* She died on- the iothpf the 5-th jfcfcw*; He 
on the aid* Every Kingdom and Sf**e in* the Wtfii 
• J»vc fome Intcrcd to make Or prefervc j fonae Defiga ^ 

t<>. 
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to form or to carry on, the Saccefs of which many 
times depends on the well managing the Confluen- 
ces of thele great and rata] Breaches, which Dcarb 
makes in the Families of Mighty Potentates, Htufet 
of Royal Defeent. . 

The Wrench Court were all difiolvcd in Joy, for the 
Carriage of the Duke ot&uize with Madamotfelle d* 
Alencon: They were in the .midft of the Nuptial 
Triumphs and Feftival Solemnities, when the Black 
Expreues/ came, which foon turn'd all their Mirth to* 
Mourniiig, at leaft in outward Appearance. For it 
was not decent for the Sons to continue longer rebel- 
ling, when the Great Father lay embalm'd in order 
to his Sepulture. Therefore to prevent Idleneis, 
the King thought fit to change the Paftimes of the 
Court for more neceflar.y Buuneis; and the ibft En- 
tertainments of Hymen, for the rugged Toils of War* 
He caus'd his Armies to march into Ftanders, to give 
iiis 6)ueen Pofleflion of certain Eftates Men- to her 
in thofe Farts. This furpriz'd the Low Countries* 
who began to demoliih ievcral F laces of Strength, 
•that had not (umcient Garuons "to defend them. % 

The King was himfeif in Perfon at the Head of 

his Army, which gave immenft Courage to hi*~ 

Soldiers. So that Tournay quickly furrender'd to 

hiro, on the 14th of the 6th Moon, and Doway 

jiot many Days after* la the. mean while, the 

Marefihal D > Aumont, with another: Army, takes 

JBergue and Furnes near, Dunkirk. Then hebelieget 

Ufle\ which was: taken alfo after Seventeen Days, 

but not without the King's Prtifeace j .twho appear'd 

indefatigable, always on Horfebaek, or in his 

Coach, going the Rounds* and furveying all the 

Works. He flept m his Coach that -Night the 

-Town was taken, on a Bridge not far itomiSaunt. 

They, have alio taken Courtrqi, Oudenarde and Meft* 

They have defeated the Prince de Ligne, and -the 

Count de Marcin. In a word, they have done £0 

many Great Things this Campaign, that all Flanders 

-is ilupified as at a Miracle. . t ... 

: .-. • ' C6 IHuftri* 
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Illuftrious Ag*> I have in a fort of Miniature pre* 
fented thee with, a true Efffens of Wtfitm Aflairs at 
tjiis Jnn&ure. Let not my Abraptneft difpleaie thee ; 
fince this Epitomt dcfcribes.the Truth, as lively, as if 
I'd fiU'd an Ell of Parchmentup with Words. 

■ , * 

?ms, zd of tbt %tk Moo* 
(f the Te/tr i66f. 
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LETTER XII. 

To Dgnet /Gglpiu 

I Know not whether I hkve Rxraibn to rejoice or 
be fad m mypiefentGuxttftiftatyces$ fb ambigut- 
ous are the Events- of Human Life.- Even the nioifc 
felandiihing Gifts- of Fortune, and iuch ., as we are 
istremely taken- with, many wmt* $rov* like the 
Trojan Horfe, only fair and gay in outward Aht» 
pdu-antev whrilft, like tAat dttoeitftri Engine of the 
Greeisn Graft, they carry on Army of hidden Cala- 
mities within, which in the mtdft of oar fecure Re"- 
pofe, when we lead: dream ot any Evil, rofh upon 
us from their concealed and un&fpe&od Aorbufcades, 
put' us ali in Terror and Cenfoiion. . * 

* However, fince I have had a fofficient Share of 
Trouble, -Or left and Melancholy j now let otrMr 
fprightlyyitfhoarfol Paflicfcs take their Turn, be rife 

* Event how itf Will > I cannot always beartbe-Buriden 
of a loaded Spleen* cramm'd and puffed up with 

strtelangbdyWind^'the imbry&% or Vehicles *at leaft 
. of hoYfld Thoughts, perplexing Cares, and black De- 

* 4p4k> * Be(ides met hinks, I have a fit Occaiion to be 
-weiry*. being bf a very plcafing Accident, at onde 
i rid of a great many vain Doubts and Anxieties* 
v (which :have diftnrb'd my Peace for theie Three or 

Four Years} and r eflor'd to the charming Conver- 

* - i >* iation 
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fition of JXsWrf, whom thda mafft remember I lb* 
pafTionatdy bv'd in the Days of my Youth. 

Know then* that one Day at I was walking in 
the Street^ I met that lovely Graft in Mourning. 
jSorpd&'d above raeafure at the Sight of a Perfim, 
for whom I had formerly cherifh'd fo great an 
•Eftecm; I flood dill at flrft, like ooe Thunder* ftruck^ 
I cou'd not forbear queftioning ffif own Senfes, and 
giving the Lye to my Eyes, which allured me it 
was flie. Neither Age nor Abfence had efiae*d her 
lov'd IdtA from my Memory, or fb much chang'd 
her Eace, but that I eafily collttto mind the Object 
of my Amorous Defires. Yet my* Aftoniftmicnt was 
foch at this rothoughr-of Interview, thac I hud not 
Remlutsos) enough to believe myftlf * and her 
Amazement* feenVd no left than mine; whiift neither, 
of us: had £ower to fpeak, but flood like Fools, Till 
I, aiham'd longer to lofe myfetf in fuch'an ef- 
feminate Confaiion of Spirit, firft broke Snenee, 
not without fome Rapture and Emotion, crying out, 
** Is lt-Oarw or her Gboft, Ifee? Has Fortune blefsVl 
" or. raock'd me .at the Fatal Hour ? Or <}o deluding 
u Nymfhs and Fairies haunt the Streets of popu- 
u lous Cities, Walking about m borrowed Forms, 
and mixing with the Throng of Mortals, to tan- 
talize oar fbfteft Hopes with 4 f&he Shew of ibme 
dear Lover, Friend or Perfbn higUy wifh'd for* 

* never to be enjoytf ? It may be true, thsctCythewa 
m left her Heaven* (as Virgil does relate) and m 

* a Tbrian Drefc met the Htroick Offspring of jin~ 
** xktfes id the Fields, amufing him with adifgui- 
«* fed Semblance of Morality and Human Race* 

• * /until her Heavenly Voice difcover'd that flie was 
"zGoJdefs; So usti Ditma todefcend in dead of 
** Night, and mix the Slumbers of Endymion with Im- 

. ** mortal Dreams; dealing foft Kifles from the lovely 

. u Youth, and whifpering Cceieftial Words into his 
** Ears, more forcible, than the Songs of Orfheus, 

. " when he mov-'d the Trees and Rocks to Pamons of 

* flaimick Love* At other times they would corse 
" dowa> 
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* down, and take the Air of cool MomtHamus, or 
«« the lofty Ida. Thus Melpomene, Clio, and the reft 
.«« of the Sacred Nine, would often viiit the refrtfiring * 
« Heights of their belov'd Parnajfus i from whence 
"defending to the fhady Banks of Helicon, with, 
« more than Mortal Voices, wou'd awake and 
. <' tempt the wanton Echo's to ftrike up, like 0k*- 
" fins, and join ■ in Concert with 'em, whilft they 
«' chaunt the Prai&s of fome Demi Cod, or Hero> 
"whom they love. But that a Goddefs, Npnph, or 
**Mufe, did e'er frequent the common Crowd of 
«• Mortals in a City, is not to be credited: There- 
« fore unlefs I dream, it is Dari* I behold. 

My Dgnet, I- was running on in higher Ecftafies 
at mentioning of her Name, but thaurfhe fmiTd,< 
and interrupted me with an obliging Referved- 
nefs, and faid, " JAahmm, if you are the Man 
« I take you for, and would |have my Efteem, 
«' he lcfs paifionate, and leave off this wild way of 
« Raillery : We both are paft the Vanities or Youth r 
«* Our Years fhould now retain no remnant Froths 
"of early boiling Blood, and young, green, fbolifh 
« Paflions. 

I took this only for a Female Banter and Eflay of 
Woman's Craft, to try the Senie and Humour of a 
Man. For, thou knoweft, the greateft Prmcefs loves 
a. truly paftlonate Addrefs, the' not a puling, whi- 
ning one j befides, 'tis- the Faftiion here in France, Ca 
u£e Romantkk Fosms of Speech, when they make 
Love. However, in regard it was inconvenient to 
lofe more time, in the open Street, by this Sort of 
Difcourfe, I invited her to a Houfc, where we might 
converfe with more Freedom. She accepted the Mo- 
tion, and I conducted her to the Hpufe of Eliachim 
the Jtm. 'Tis pleafintly feared on the Banks of the 
River Seine, and has a fair Garden belonging to it* 
Eliachim happened to be abroad, which gave us a 
better Opportunity of improving of Time, without 
the necerary Interruption of Salutes, Compliments, 
&c. ufuaL in fiich, a Cafe. And I had the Com- 
mand 



Vol. VII. a Spy. */.Pa£i& 39 

. aiand of his Houfe, as though he had been there* 
himfelf. 

It being in the Heat of Summer* I led Daria into* 
,a little, fnadyi green Retreat,, in the midft of the 
Garden, out of the Reach of curious Ears; where 
under the cool refreihing Shelter of a wide-ipread 
Beech, we fat down andcalTd to mind our former 
Acquaintance and Friendihip. Daria (till retained 
htt Native Modeftv and Prudence, neither had the 
external Beauty of her Face, mflercd any greater De- 
triment, than what befals the faireft Roles, Violets, 
or other Flowers, which eveft in their mod decay'd 
"Eftate, merit the Character of amiable Swectnefs. 
However, the tuftrc ofiier Wir; vmd Goodnefi of 
her Humour, fopply'd all other Defects. 

I proteft, my J>gnp, it was ijrippifibfe for me to 
lee, and not to love again, a Perfbn whoie Idea 
w*s once {p domeftick * and familiatto my So*L 
And I was the more animated to make my Court, 
•when (be told me, that me was .aJWUSrar. *Twas 
cafy to forget, or banifli from, my Thoughts, .her 
"former faithful Treachery* in acquainting her 
Husband with my Amour. Love foon»iem6ves all 
puny Obstacles ; 'tis ready, prompt, and dextrous 
to find Excufes for the greater, .Faults a Friend cap 
ever commit ^ much more ingenuous to palliate the 
TeccaMHJt of* a. Miftrefs. This Generous Pafiion, 
by a peculiar Force, extirpates all Revenge, arid blots 
out the Memvirs of paf?d Unkindneiles. It ever, 
fprings and' blooms withfrefhdefites, young vigorous 
Inclinations : Like- to the Palm opprefled witjt 
Weights, ft higher grows: *T would fain increase, 
dilate, and ftretch itfelf to Immortality* There's 
no Confideration, but that of Honour, can pretend 
to match, or ftand in Competition with the Divine 
Regards, of Love. And yet the moll exalted Human 
"Glory often veils to this fbft Paffibn : The Conquc* 
rors of the. World fuffer themiclycs to be overcome 
by Womenv 

• '" Won* 
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Wonder 'Hot therefore, that T, who am Flefli and 
Blood as,wcll as other Men, could not now defend 
myfelf from 6«Y partes Charms. 

Excufe me jn tjiat I cannot now give thee anjr 
farther Account of this Adveftturc* being inter- 
rupted by a Meifcnger from Eliachim the Jr», who> 
brings me Wordi «ny Mother i* very ficfc, and wants. 
my Company. Exj»& another Djfj>*&b ipcexlilj. 

Paris, i ph of the xoib Mqpb,. 
of the Tear i66j* 
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letter xnr. 

To Pefteli Hali, bu • Braver •, Mater 
of the Cuftoms, and Superintend 
dant of the Arfettal at Conftajiti. 
nople., . 

>TH I S written in the Fatesi That Man (hould one* 
. JL at leaft be vanquifh'd by a Woman in his Life, 
But 'tis my Chance to be twice fiibdued by' one of 
that fair Sex. I know not whether I acquaint^ 
thee with the Love I formerly bore to Daria, a beaur 
txful Greek Lady fbjourmng \n Earis. Neither have 
I at this Inftant an Opportunity to look over the 
File of mv Letters, they being in my Lodgings and 
I at JBZattw/jw's.Houfe, where I writ this Lettter, for 
the fake of a Convenience, which offers itieJf, pi 
fending thee a fmall Vrefent of Watches and Oriental 
Stones by a jfew, a Merchant, wjio is juft departing 
for Conftantmoile. ^ • 

However, if thou art%urious to know the Circum* 
fiances of this Amour I fpeak of, our Friend Oglou 
can inform thee of it. In the mean time, fuffer me 

to 
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<i& vent fbme of my ^oughts concerning Women, 
and the Love of them rooted Co deeply in our Hearts 
by Nature. None of oar Sex could e'er efcape this 
-gentle Paifion, it being mixed . and blended in our 
-very Original Embryo's, and after cherifh'd with our 
rMotherV Milk. It was the peculiar Myftery of our 
Nurfes, by a thou&nd Female Tricks and Arts of 
nccefiary Tcnderncfs, to blow and kindle up the 
little Sparks of this immortal Fire within our In- 
fant Souls y whilft from their Breads we fuck'd and 
guzzled down inebriating Fhilters and hove-Vmms. 
onore forcible and durable than thoie the Grecian 
Maids compound by magick Rules when they wouM 
-captivate fome lovely Youth within their Snares. Our 
Blood thus fed with early fympathctick Draughts, 
becomes the Seminary of a thouiand amorous In- 
clinations:; . general, . unform'd, and volatile Affe&ions 
-to that Sex: Till Time and Opportunity fix our 
-looie Defires on fame' particular Maid, whom Tat* 
or Chance has brought into our View, At the 
foft Glance, (he darts from her enchanting Eyes the 
perfect Image of her Soul, which penetrates like 
.Lightning, our moft interior Faculties. The fwift 
hie* transforms us. into its own Similitude* like 
melted Wax we take the momentary Impreifion of 
a Figure, which may la& as long as we; or if we 
melt again, 'tis but to receive forae other Stamp of 
Love. Thus our whole Life pafles away ia an en- 
chanted Circle of Amours. 

However, *tis. the. Part of a wife Man to regulate 
this Paflion, and not fuffer it to degenerate into Do- 
•tag£ There is much to be faid in Praife of Women, 
and not a little in their Disparagement : As we are 
J&ddles to our felvcs, fb that Sex is in a higher De- 
gree Myfttriaps and a Faradox. 

Twould be a kind of £acriltgk>us Envy to conceal 
.their Excellencies, and the Advantages they have of 
«es in' many^jegards, whibft our partial Pen fhallonljr 
jpobliih. tfeeir DdkCH and Infirmities. Some Metre* 
Euftors, from the different Naracsof AfanwodEv*, 
y *-" d»v* 
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draw Arguments to prove tip Dignity and Perfe&km 
of the Female Sex, in that <<4&ot (ignifieth [Eartty 
but Ev* expreffes \Life] For they affirm/ that 
every Name which God impos'd on any Thing, de- 
fcribes its Nature and Qualities, as a TiBure repre- 
fents the Original. Therefore by how much Life is 
"more to be efteem'd than Earth, by fo much more 
excellent, in the Opinion of thofe Rabbies, is Wo- 
man than Man. 

They go farther alio ; and from the Affinity be- 
tween Eve's Name and the Sacred Name of Goo, 
the ineffable Tetragrammatm, the Cabdifts borrow 
Proofs in Confirmation of their DoBrine. 

I know not whether fiich Critical Observations be . 
of any Moment or no>in this Cafe; yet thou know'ft 
that all the Eafiern Languages are full of hidden My- 
iieries; each Word and Letter being impregnated 
with fbme Divine or Natural Secret, befide the com- 
mon obvious Senfe. Thus Al Zerbi, the holy Muf- 
fitlman DoBor fays, there's Magick in the Sacred 
• Name of J* fits, and that whene'er it {hall be once 
pronoune'd through the great Tube or Trump of 
Michael, it (hall caufe all the Powers in Heaven, in 
Earth, and HeU, to bow the Knee. This Globe 
whereon we tread, (hall tremble, and all the £/*• 
merits melt away -, the Firmament (hall be fnatch'd up 
like to the Motion of an Eafiern Antiport, Veil, or 
Curtain. The wide^ftretch'd Orbs above {hall, warp 

and rowl together, as a fcorched-Skin, or a Piece o£ 
Parchment does before a Fire. So forcible will be 

-the Energy of that tremendous WOK D by which 

the Vmver/e was made, when God defigns to ren^this 

vifiblc World of ours in Pieces, that he may reveal 

his nobler Works, the Worlds invifible and eternal. 

This mighty Frame on every Side will bow, and 

yield, and vanifh: not able to fupport the crowding 

-Train and Luftre of. immortal Glories, radiant; 

-bright EJfences, defcending in a Body from the high 

Palaces of God, the infinite Solitudes an4 Racefles 

of the Omnipotent . . ' ... 

, / Thou 
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Thou haft r& Reafon to be fcandaliVd at what I 
write as if I vvere a Chrifiian* Thou feed { have a 
JDoSfor of the -rfra& for my Author- : A Tr*« Believer, 
and reputed Saint* Betides* if I am worthy to act- 
▼ife thee, let not the common Pra&ice of Muffklr 
man Profeflbrs in* the Imperial City tempt thee to. 
defpife the £/*#£></ &w of A4*ry, of whom our Holy 
Trophet fpeaks lb honourably. How many Chap- 
ters in the Alcoran do celebrate his. Praife? I ra- 
ther counfel thee to imitate the honeft Turcomans, 
who are efteemed the beft of True Believeri. 
Thefe honour both J-efus and has matchlefs Virgin? ■ 
Mother :■ So do the Cbufmefiiafi, and all good 
Mujfulmam, As for the reft, they're either fur 
perftitious and morofe Fanaticks, profligate Rene* 
gadoes, or looie, wild libertines* who fear neither 
God nor Man. 

m 

And now I've mentioned that incomparable Mary, 
Mother of the M*Jfias, of whom the mighty Alcoran 
{peaks fuck vcoterable Things y it is a Et .Qccafion to 
return from my Digreftion, and proceed in relating 
what the fewijh Robbies fay further in Commendar 
tion of the Female Sex. 

They consider the Order which God, according to 
the Writing of Moyfes, obferved in the Creation, viz,* 
that among his Works, fbme are incorruptible and 
immortal} others &bje<St to Corruption and Change.* 
and that, as he began in the nobleft Species of the for- 
mer, to wit, pure feparate Spirits ; fo he ended in the 
xnoft illuftrious of the latter, that is, Woman-, the 
laft of all his Works, and the mod perfect of com* 
pound Beings : For In her arc center'd and contam- 
inated the Nature. of the Heavens, the. Earth, Air, 
Fire, and Water, with Minerals, Plants, and Animals, 
and whatfbever elfe was made before her. This is the 
Opinion offome Hebrew Writers, who believe, that 
God having madeEi/e, and then furvey'd the, Syjlem 
of his Works, found, nothing . more excellent or 
divinely fram'd than Woman. Therefore in; her he 
j-efted and conxmene'd the Sabbath* at if hii Power 

and 
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and Wiflom now were tir'd and foffd, and that he 
<ould not ftart the Ides of another Creature more per- 
fefifc than her : Or, as if he did not Efteem the Uw- ' 
w/e irjelf compleat without the laft and moft ac- 
TompUftfd of his Works. For they hold it is abfurd 
to believe, that Gor> wou'd finifh fuch a prodigious 
and admirable Task, m any mean or abje& Thing. 
They alfo illiiftrate. this by a Similitude, aflerting, 
- that the World being as it were an entire Circle, it 
follows by neceflary Convenience, that it was finifli'd 
in that Part, which by the moft intimate Union 
couples the firft Atom to the laft. 

They endeavour to ftrengthen this by the com- 
mon Principle ot FhUofofhy, which teaches that 
the End is always firft in the Intention, and laft in 
Execution. Women therefore being the laft Work 
ot the Creation, it is evident, fay they, that jhe 
was the chief Defign and Aim the Almighty had in 
building this immenfe Fahrick, which he nrft fur- 
trifhed and adorned with infkiite Riches and Delights, 
and then introduced her, as into . her own native, 
proper Palace, there to reign as aMblute Queen ovet 
all his Works. . * 

Befides, they take Advantage from the particular 
Place of her Creation to exalt her y ,in that, (he was 
{brtn'd in FaraMfe among the JbSgeh> whereas Man 
was made in the Common Wafte among the Brutes, 
And therefore they lay, Women, have this peculiar. 
Privilege, that when they look down from any emi- 
nent Height or precipice, they feel no Dizwneis or 
jjiddy Symptoms in their Head, no Mift or Ox mnefi 
in their Eyes,, being, as it were, nearer their proper 
•Element, or lofty Birth-place j. whereas it is com:* 
mon for Men to be troubled with thefe Accidents in 
iiich a Cafe. ' " 

But the moft prevailing Argument they uft, is 
taken from theftupendous Beauty of that Sep, which 
fijee the finer Sort of Clouds in Summer, feems to ca- 

Sofi, the Splendors of immortal Light, and & reflccV 
cm oartuc Wortd; Hotf matdudS is a rVbmanh 

£orm£ 
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Form? What rdaariing Majefty environs her from 
Head to Foot} Gaxe on her lovely Countenance 
'without Aftonifhment $ or fix your Eyes on hcr*a 
without an Edlacy ; tkofe Lights which do mifc 
lead the Morning Stars, aad <*ufe the G*& to 
ramble 6*061 their Heavm, if -what the Jbuknt 
Foils fay be true. So did -^o/fo for his Dapf>nt> 
and J*pH$r for others of that charming &*• 
Neither, need we wonder at this, fincc the Writ* 
ten Law Itfelf records, that Angels fell. in Love 
with admirable Maids of Human B**t> and took 
tern for their Wives or Oaneubiaes, from whom 
the Progeny of Gumtsaw. Thus more modem 
Writers teftify, that incorporeal Spirit* and J>4- 
mm* of all Ranks and Qualities, both good and 
. bad, have been enfi&med with ardent Pafliotis for 
fomc Mortal Virgin* Which is no. fel& of. vain Opi- 
nion, as the incredulous Part oi Men would fain in* 
•iiauate, but a known Truth, connrm'd by many 
Experiences. 

Indeed,/ fo admirable is Ac Figure* Voice, and 
Mien of a fair W*man, that he is wilfully blind, 
who does not fee, whatsoever Beauties the whole 
World is capable of, concenterM in that Sex. And 
for this Reafon'ris, that not only Man, with Angels % 
J>amons, Genii, Satyrs, and the Whole Series of 
Rational Beings, admire a fair Woman ; but alio the 
verv Bmtes are ftruck with a profound Amazement 
at her Sight : , With Sighs and filent Vows the Ani~ 
mat Generations pay Homage to her, and adore th# 
flately Idol. Every Thing in Nature is enamour'd, 
and lies proftrate at her Feet : She alone commands 
the Univerfe. 

Yet after all, my Brother, they have their dark Side 
too, like the reft pf mixed Beings. The/* are the 
Frontier Pates of the World above, and that below; , 
the Gates of Life and Death, the very Avenues to . 
Heaven or Hell, according as they are us'd. Like Fire 
they'll \varm and refreih a Man, it he keep at a due 
Pittance i but if he approach too near, they'll fcorch 

and 
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and blitkrhim, if not confumc Mm qiite. Or, lik« 
that other Element of WateV, they're very good and t 
ferviceable, whilft kept within their Bounds 5 but * 
let them once break down the Banks of Modefty, 
they'll threaten all with Ruin. In a word; 'tis nei- 
ther fafe to vex 'em in the l^aft, or humour 'em too 
much. The Excels of Fondnefs, as well as the De- 
fect of natural Love, may equally undo us. Prudent 
Generality is the only Method of 'making ourieives 
happy in the Enjoyment of this Sex. 

Dear fefteli, let us reverence ourfclves, and then 
we cannot fail of due Refpcdt from our Wives and 
XXntubints. For they love a Man that's truly mafcu- 
Jine and brave. 

Paris, the ifth efthe lothMoon, 
of the Tear 1667. 
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■ LETTER XIV. 
To the fame. 

JU S T as I'd finrfh'd tether Letter, I was' alarm'd 
afrelh with new Difcoveries of Sclyman's Trea- 
chery. That barbarous Dog is certainly an Imp 
of Hell, a Devil in human Flefhj an adventitious Plant, 
' pluck'd from the 'dreary Banks of Phltgethon, or Coy- 
tus, and engrafted in our noble Stock, on purpoie 
to ruin and deftroy us. The whole Tribe is bound to 
curfe him with immortal Execrations. He induftri- 
oufly fceks and ftudies all Occafions to do mifchief. 
* His Vcms fure ftream with fiercefl: Venoms, rathe** 
than with human Blood. The Poifon of Dragons 
and Affs is under his Tongue, and the Gall of Cyco- 
diles within his Lips. His Lungs breathe nothing but 
infernal Smokes j the Spirit Negider times tKe Syftote 
and DiafloU of his Heart j. and his whole Body is -a 

Dcm 
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Den of Fiends, as foul and black, as thofe which 
guard the Throne of the Great Prince of Darknefs. 
* I could have eafily forgiven his fly malicious At- 
tempts upon my Life and' Honour, his interloping 
Tricks and Plots, his Calumnies and Slanders, with 
all the Train of his perfidious Actions: But that he 
fbould abufe the virtuous Fathna^ Daughter to our 
Uncle Uficpb, is an Injury I can't put up, or pardon. 
That innocent Lady ne'er deserved fuch cruel, un- 
rpanly Uiage at his Hands. The Dregs of a thou- 
sand bitter Curies be his Potion to drink in HeU, . 
unlefs he- repent of this prodigious Bafenefs, and 
make honourable Satisfaction. 

Thou wilt wonder, perhaps, what is Soiyman's 
Crime, that fills me with fuch implacable Relent- . 
ments. Know then/ that Fatima's Husband being 
call'd /to the Grand Siguier's Service in the Wars of 
Dalmatia, and for that Reafcn forced* to {any from 
her above thefe fourteen Moans, (he entrufted Solyman . 
with an Affair of grand Importance, a Matter which 
concern'd her Lite, Honour, and Welfare in the 
World. It feems fhe had a Quarrel with an old Gre- 
cian Hag, who fought to profHtute her to the Great 
Cadi of Smyrna, where fhe lives. This Grandee 
had by a Grange Accident feen Fatima in a Bath, fre- 
quented only by Women. . of Quality, However* 
through fbme Neglect of the Servants, he was not 
fpy'd himfelf, but went away deeply in Love. That 
Paflion, thou knoweft, makes every body reftlefs, 
(hat is tormented with it. He knew sot how to 
cafe himfelf, but by communicating his Thoughts 
to the forementioned Grecian Widow, whom he had 
often made the Confident of his Amours. . The 
thorough-pae'd BawJ fqon promis'd him Relief, 
and that (he would accomplifh his Defires. How- 
eyer, ftie fuil'd, and found herfelf miftaken, when 
(he came to tempt the inviolate Chaftity of Fatima j 
For all her glittering Pxomifes, her fofteft Rheterick 
could never corrupt a Heart eflabliihed firm in 
Virtue. 

Mai 
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Mad at her Repulfe, flie ftudies how to be re- 
veng'd, conceiving it not impoflible to bring herDe- 
figns about by Violence fince fair Perfeafions would 
cot do. She frames a formal Aceufition againft Fa* 
tana before the Ca£, taxing her with Witchcraft 
and other -Crimes upon Oath. The GoM having 
learned his Leflbn, would not hear the Confi in open 
Dtvdn\ but pretending Indifpofition of Body, caus'd 
her to be brought before him in his private Bed- 
chamber. The Crttk had ready by her feverai 
ftborn'd Whntjfks, to depofe moft horrid Things 
againft the innocent Woman. When the Cadi pro-' 
foiling an entire Refpe& to Fathna's Husband, feem'd 
to take pity on her Circumftances, and wav'd the far- 
ther Profecution of the Caufe till another Time» 
keeping Fatima Prifbner in the mean while in his 
own Taiacf. 

All this was managed fo.privately, that no body in 
the Town took notice of it, fave an Acquaintance or 
two of the Grecian Widow's, and Socman our wor- 
thy Coufin, who happen'd to be at Smyrna in this 
very Juncture among his other Rambles. 

Perfbns in trouble are willing to fly for Refuge 
to any Friend, deliring their Affiftance. Fatima, 
all in Tears at fuch an unexpected Change of her 
Condition, had Leifure and Opportunity to fpeak 
to Sotyman, conjuring him to go to certain inti- 
mate Friends or our Family, living in Altffo, and 
tell them her Circumftances. Inftead of this, the 
faithlefs Villain goes to her Husband's Friends 
at Tripoli, telling them the utmoft (hameful and 
fcandalous Things of Fatima his Malice could in- 
vent 5 and that by her lewd Courfes Che had well- 
nigh ruin'd her Husband j producing at the fame 
time forged Bills and Letters as from him, where- 
by he rais'd a thoufand . Zequins, with which the 
perjur'd Villain's gone no body knows whither, to 
mike his broken Fortunes once again, andlayaFoun- ' 
dation for new Cheats. Whilft the poor injus'd 
Fatima, is forced to bear the Reproach and Infamy of 

Things 
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Things whereof flw ne*cr was 'guilty. But Time, 
' I .hope, will clear' her Innocence, and bring xhit 
ourfcd Vagabond to Shame. 

I counfeTd him indeed long ago to travel, and fee 
the various Regions of the Earth : But I ne'er advistf 
him to load his Soul in filch long Voyages with the 
Guilt of bafe Ingratitude, barbarous Malice, Perfidy, 
and other Vices of the Hackeft Hue. The fmaller 
Fraikies, Stains, and HBlemiftws of Human Life, are 
too great a Burden for a generous Heart to bear with- 
out Complaints and Sighs. He that has but a Spark 
of Virtue in him, blufhes for every feccA&lh he 
commits.. If tempted by good Company, or vol 
hopes to banifh melancholy Thoughts,- he indulge 
himfelf a larger Draught ot Wine than What is ordi- 
nary, and fo inienfibly boil up his Blood to irregular 
Height, and Superfluities, he's all this while no 
body's Foe but his own ; he plots no Mifchief againft 
his Friend, Relation, harimlcfs Neighbour or Ac- 
quaintance. All the Enmity he (hews is to himfelf, 
and in his Cups he is not aware of that. For whfcfc 
Rcafbn afterwards to expiate the criminal Advances 
he made to Self-Murder, he wilTingly fcums off the 
grofler Ebullition of its heated Veins in penitent 
Weeping: A Flood of Tears runs from his Eyes, 
like generous Libations at the Foot of the Alt*r, to 
pacify the Wrath of God j whilft the lighter Part 
evaporates in pious Sighs and Vows. Thus this Pol- 
lution vanifhes like Smoke, and he is fbon made clean 
again. And fo in other Vices 'tis the fame with Men 
difpos'd to Virtue: They endeavour to root out the 
evil Habits they arc accuftamed Ho : They try all 
Ways and Stratagems to reform themfelvesi But 
wicked Men, by Inclination, fin on without Remorfe: 
They never ftudyto retrench the Evils they commit: 
Ever propenfe to Vice, the? chufe its Ways, and court 
the Opportunities of doing impious Things. They're 
natively unjuft, and cannot live at Eafe without pre-* 
meditated Crimes 5 It is their Element to be project- 
Jaig Mifchief : And fuch * one is Solyrmn our (poufin. 
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God infpire him with more grateful Sentiments 
towards hi$ Friends, more Natural and Affectionate. to 
thofe of his Blood, and a morejuft Deportment to all 
•Men: Or elfe he maybe likeCain, who for murder- 
ing his Brother was condemn'd to be a Vagabond on 
Earth i and like Zeuti Bazar the Perfean, who fallly 
accus'd Hofain the Prophet, and for that Reaibn was 
-troubled with a Palfy in his Head as long as he hVd. 

Paris, \tfh of the 10th Moon, 
of the Tear 166 7. 



LETTER XV. 

To the MuftiV Vicar. 

I Sent an Account to the Porte of the Death of the 
late Rumbeg, or Pope, whp is the great Patriarch 
of the Nazarenes. Now the Cardinals have chofen 
; another .to fuccced him, whom they ^Clement IX. 
a Man of a great Character for Learning and Piety, 
and one from whom the Pranks expect glorious Things 
to be done for the Publiek Good of Chrifiendom. 

Thefe Popes feem to inherit the Authority and Ho- 
nour of the Ancient Pont if ex Maximus, . or High- 
fr'ufi of the Romans in the Time of Paganifm. 
Nayj they aflume a far more ample and uncon- 
troulable Power. For thofe Qentile Prelates always 
(ubmitted tjo the Imperial Authority, from which 
ithey received Prote£tton and Maintenance. Bujt 
thefe Chriftim fathers acknowledge no Superior on 
Earth. Kings and Emperors do Homage to them, 
and perform the meaneft Services $ as to hold 
the Bafon whihVthe Pojp wafhes his Hands j to 
bold the Stirrup whilft he mounts or alights from 
off his Mule. Sometimes Great Princes lead his 
Horfe by the Bridle ; whilft at another Seafon they 
carry, him. on their Shoulders. /Tis. recorded, thaj: 
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,ts turneries, King of Pergatous, came to Itowe* and pul> 
** ling off his Tnrbant, humbly laid it on the Ground 
® before the Senate, confefling he receiv'd his Liberty 
T " I from them. And Prufius, King of Bithynm, us'd to 
;j n I Hile himfelf the Roman Senate's Slave, and bovir 
% j down to the Earth "before them. But this is nothing 
* s 1 to the Reverence which greateft Monarch pay the 
d * » P^e, when crawling on their Hands and Knees, they 
kiis the Sandal on his Foot. 

He can make and depofe JCfagvat Pieafure, abiblvc 
Subjefts from their Allegiance, bind and remit Sins, 
open and (hut the Gates of Paratdifi, Purgatory, 
and Hell, or at lead: he endeavours to make the 
World believe for 

He has Seventy Cardinals for his Aflifhnts and 
Councilors, all equal to Princes: A Hundred and 
Thirty Archbijhofs under his ObedienccT A Thou- 
fand and Seventeen Bifhofs : A Hundred and Forty 
Four Thoufand Monafieries and Religions Houfes ; 
-Three Hundred Thoufand Parifhes obeying hi? 
Will, and yielding Homage to him. So that if he 
were refblv'd to carry on fbme lafHng War, he need 
only lay an Import of Six Crowns a Year on. every 
Monafiery, and Fifty Two on every Parifh, and it 
would amount to Sixteen Millions of Crowns yearly 
Income. And if out of every Monaflery he choie 
out Ten Men, he wou'd have an Army of Fourteen 
Hundred and Forty Thoufand Men. Which is more 
than any Potentate in the World can do befide. » 
Thou wilt fay, "Vis a Wonder then he does not 
put this in Practice, and fb wage War with the Grand 
Signior, who has fleee'd him of many flouj?ifhxng 
Countries formerly under his Obedience. 

O Sacred Oracle of the Muffklmans, God has tied 
up his Hand ,• he cannot do it. Thefe are but empty 
Speculations, impracticable Projects, fantaftick ChL 
merafs. The mighty Train of his Archbijhofs, Bijhop, 
&arifh-?r lefts, with Jefuits, Monks and Friars, though 
never fb willing to obey his Orders in fuch a" Gale, 
yet cannot -ftir a Foot without the Leave of their 

P a refpeftive 
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rerpeftive Sovereigns. For they're difpers'd through 
divers Kingdoms, States, and Principalities, where 
they' are fubjeclfc to the Laws and Government in 
Force. So that unlefs he cou'd unite the Hearts of all 
the Chriftian Princes one with another, and with his 
own, to undertake fo grand an Expedition, it is im- 
pofiiblc ever to effect his Will. Each Nation has an 
I ntereft of iw own to purfuc, which makes 'em deaf 
to fuch Propofals as may embarrafs, if not ruin 
them. No Peter of the Defart, rambling up and 
down from Court to Court, with his Religious Ha- 
rangue, , will e'er again prevail to raife another 
Crufade: .That Zeal is out of Fafhton now in Chri- 
fiendom. Kings in thefc later Ages, have not half 
the Attach and Veneration for the Pope they had in 
former Times. When Pope Boniface VIII. claimed 
a Temporal Jurifdi&ion in France, Philip the Fair* 
being then King, fent him this (hort Anfwtr; Let 
thy Great Sottijhntfs know, that in Temporals we are 
fubjeft to none but God alone. And a French Ambajfador 
•at Rome, fpeaking fomething boldly to the Pope, the 
yre&rereproach'd him, That his Father was burnt for 
-a Heretuk % whereupon the Ambajfador gave him fuch 
a Box o'th' Ear, that he fell down as dead. But it 
was a tart Mcflage indeeJ, which the Eaftern Biflnfs 
fent to Pope John III. who cjaira'd an Univerial 
Authority jovct all the Churches in the World. For 
&y they, Wtfirmty believe thy Abfelute Authority ever 
thy own Subjects ; but we who are not fubjeft to thee % 
tannot bear thy Pride, nor are we able to fatiape thy 
Avarice* The $>evil be 9 wifh thee, and God with us. 

In a word, all Denmark, SweeMand, Norway, Hol- 
land, England, Scotland, Geneva, Ireland, half the Em- 
pire, and hsMSwifferland, are fallen off from th^ir Obe- 
dience to the Pope within thefe Two Hundred Years. 
And thofe Kingdoms and States which yet continue 
under the Yoke, are ready to (hake it off at every 
•Turn, when they arc never fb little gaul'd and vex'd, 
JFrance, Spain, and Venice often huff the Pope into Com- 
pliance <vith their Demands, Nor dares he to refift, 
. but 
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but winks and puts up all, like an old decrepit F*~ 
ther, for whom his Sons are grown too ftrong. 

Holy SucceJJbr of the Prophet and Mejjenger of God ) 
thou art th' Infallible Interpret* of the L*w, and fudge 
of Equity, yet doft not arrogate a Paver above thy 
CommiJJion, The Gr*»i Signior honours thy Wifdom 
and Sanctity ; and thou obey'ft with humble Sub- 
million to the Imperial EMfts. He is thy Lord and thou 
his Guide and Tutor in the Way to Faradifi. May Got 
increase thy Illuminations with thy Years; and infpire 
me and all the Trut Faithful with uncere Loyalty t* 
our Sovereign, and devout Obedience to thee, without, 
the leaft Alky of Treachery or Superttitkra. 

Paris, xdoftho nth Meon, 
of the Year 1667. 



LETTER XVI. 

1 * s * 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 

Vienna. 

NO W thou fceft I am a truer Prophet than 
thy Neve MeJ/tas, that Impoflor Sabbati Srvh 
And yet, though I'm fo in effect, I do not afpire at 
the Title. I claim no Chara&er above that of a 
Mortal, who has not quite forfeited his Senfe and 
Reafbn. , However, if thou wilt yet retain fomc 
Veneration for his Perfon, (hew it by imitating his 
Example, and embrace the Mu/fulman Faith as he 
has done : At lead he outwardly profeftes it j and had 
iht Honour to do fo firft in Pretence of the Sultan*. 
1 know not whether thou haft heard of this or m*r 
Thy Brethren perhaps may be unwilling to difperfe- 
the News of a Converfion bringing fo much Infamy 
to all your Race. Tis poflible they aTe aiham'd to- 
own or publifh to the World, the Tidings of their 

D i 0W£ 



54 Letters writ by^ Vol. VII. 

own egregious Folly, in giving up their 'Faith to fuch 
a Cheat as this ; a Cheat as one would thmk grown 
(tale and fetid enough, to make a Man that had the 
fmalleft Grain of Scnfe recoil, conlidering how oft 
your Fathers have been bubbled before by fuch up- 
fbrt Meffias's, fuch fpurious Prophets as this. 

I commend the Wit of Sabbati Sevi, in that he 
would not (land the Brunt of the Grand Signior's Ar- 
thens, or by a vain Preemption hope tor Miracles 
from Heaven to skreen his naked Body from a Shower 
«f fatal Shafts. Had he been fa rafh> I fhould efteem 
Jbim the greatcft Miracle of Srupidity that e'er was 
extant on the Earth. If thou haft not been yet ii*> 
forrri'd of thefe Paflages, Fame will quickly bring 
them to thy Ears, and then my Letter will not feem 
obfeure. In the mean time, aflure thyfclf, he deny'd 
his Apoftlejhip to fave his Life, and this before the 
fyand Signior* with the chief Grandees -of. the Court ± 
where at the fame ttme he confefs'd One God, and 
Mahomet hi* Mefienger* -If, thou art bis Difciple 
therefore thou enighteft to be ftedfaft, and tread in 
his Steps* giving Glory to the Eternal One, who has 
ftnt Prophets into aU Nations, to lqad Men in the 
right way, as he lent Mofes to the Houfe of IfraeL 

Nathan, fuffer no narrow Principles, no partial Pre- 
judices to fhut up thy Soul from the bright Splendors 
of Immortal Truth, which fhine on every Man. The 
Light of Heaven is not confin'd to one particular 
lineage. 'Tis copious, large, Nand infinite > fp reading 
abroad its Universal Rays, enlightning all the Families 
and Nations on Earth. 

Tis true, I grant, the Omnipotent firft fent Mofes 
with the Written Law to the Pojlerity of Ifaac. Had 
they obey'd the Sacred Infthution, tis poflible your 
Face had now been blefs'd above the reft of Men. 
Perhaps your Fathers would have ftretch'd their Con* 
quells far and wide to the utmoft Limbs of the Land-, 
from India to the Wefiern Shores of Africk, and from 
the remote Borders of the South to Nova Zembla ia 
the Attic Circle, Then devout Princes would have. 

traveiTd 
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travell'd > from the Four Angles of the World, and- 
made long Pilgrimages to J e ru/ahm, there to perform 
their Vows, and offer Sacnficesxo the King of Heaven. M 

But, alas ! your Ancefiors turn'd Infidels and Idolaters 
even at the very Foot of Mount Sinai, whilft the 
tremendous E^ow of the Thunders yet were in their* 
-Ears. They made themfelves a Calf of G*/</, and 
ador'd the Idol of their own Workmanfhip. So did 
their Children worfhip Adonis, Venus, Diana, and 
alrnoft all the Rabble of the Gentile Gods and Geddeffrs. 
For which Reafon, the Wrath of Heaven was kind- 
led againft that Generation: God rouz'd the mighty 
Monarch* of the Eafi to take up Arms, and pimifh liich 
a Wicked Race of Men. How off was fair Jerusalem 
ftck'd, and all the Jtow deftroy'd or carried away 
Captives by Terfians, Medes, Ajfyrians, or the Kings of 
Babylon I How many Prophets were lent to tell them 
of their Errors, and reclaim them? But the obdurate 
Sons of Jacob ftopp'd their Ears, being refolutcly 
bent on Wickednefs •> the Meafiirc of which being 
ojnee compleat, Fate fign'd the Edift of your utter 
Ruin% For then- came Jefus the Son of Mary, the r 
True hfeffas, who foretold the irrecoverable Cataftro-> 
fh$ of JerufaUm, which came to pafi accordingly in 
that very Age, when the Victorious Roman Army 
laid it all' in Alhes, not fo much as fparing the 
Glorious Temple of Solomon, Ever fince which, the 
Jews have been difperfed abroad through all " the 
Earth. Each Nation, City, or Province where ye 
live, account ye Execrable fugitives and Vaga- 
bonds. 

In the mean while the Fame of Jefns fpread abroad \ 
his heavenly T>oHrine, pei*fe& Life, and mighty 
Miracles, fhbdu'd the Hearts of Men. Chriftianity 
took P.oot i'th* Worlds It gnew-arid branch'd kfelf 
throughout the Continent; The Roman and the Gre- 
cian Empires tamely fat. down urfder the Chunh'9 
Shade within three* -Hundred Years ; : and quickly' 
after, other Nations fled unto the Sacred Shelter: But' 
in Procefs or Time, this Religion alfb, like to yours, 
• Da de« 
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degenerated intd Error, Super ftitioo, and Idolatry. 
And then God rais'd up Mahomet, our Holy Law- 
giver. He fent htm down the Book of Glory by the 
Harriot Gabriel*, and commanded htm to teach it to 
the Houfe of Ifmael firft, and then to all Men that 
were willing to embrace the Undefiled Faith : but to 
chaftife with Fire and Sword the Infidels who fhould 
oppofe his Mijfion, and rcfift the Truth. 

How fbon the Muffulman Law took place, and 
gained Ground in Arabia, Ferfia, Syria, and the ad- 
jacent Regions of the Eaft t Nothing was able to Hand 
before the Warlike Troops of True Believers. How 
bold and matchlefs were the A&ions of the Valiant 
Halii How wife the Counsels of Sage Omar, and 
Abu-Bacre ? How eloquent and forcible the Words 
of the Chafte and Generous Ofman t The Frofhet was ' 
happy in the Company of a\l the Holy Caliphs; They 
fought and conquered all before them. 
. Whenever the Heavenly Banner was- difplay'oV 
'Trembling and' Horror feiz,'d the Infidels, Showers 
of fuccefsful Arrows (bait were fent, againft. 
which the Uncircumcijed could not ftandj much lefs 
could they fuftain the near Approach and dreadful 
Shock of our Invincible Cavalry. Their faint Ba- 
tallions quickly fhrunk, and polled from the Field ; 
whilft ours, unmindful of the Spoil, purfued the 
Chace, and ftrewed the Ground with Slaughtered 
Carcafes of flying Miscreants. Conqueft attended 
the . True Faithful, whenever they drew their 
Swords. Thus for above thefe Thoufand Tears 
has Religion made its fortunate Advances on the 
Earth; And if another Lav fhould be revealed, and 
&me new Frofhet rife to check the farther Growth 
of Muffulman Faith, and undermine the Empire of 
the Faithful $ we ought not to reflect on Mahomet 
for this, as thpvtgh he were arl Impious Seducer, any 
more than we do on Mofes for your Calamities 5 or 
on Jefus the Son of Mary, for the declining State of 
Gbriftendom. 

'Ti* 



Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris. 57 

Tis not impoflible, but that the Omnipotent mar 
have hidden Referves of Precepts, yet to be divulged. 
He has had his various Methods and Difpenfations- 
in all Ages and Parts of the World: Neither is it 
fit for Mortal Man to limit the Eternal One, or fet 
him Rules. His Methods are to us incomprcheniible. 
He lent Mofes, a Man bred up in all the Sciences 
and Wrfdom of the Egyptians. Tojefus he commit- 
ted his hidden Power and Knowlegcj . and the Apt* 
files fpake all Languages. But Mahomet could nei- 
ther write nor read, and yet thou ieeft liis Law has 
profelyted many mighty Kingdoms, States, and Em~ 
fires. Who knows* but that in future Times he wfll 
convert the Apoftate World by £bme Dumb Perfon, 
who can neither hear nor fpeak ? Or by fome blind 
Man, who could never fee ? Or it is. not impoftible r 
but that he may employ fbme Maid of admirable 
Beauty, Gifts and Learning irr the Mtyfterbm Work. 
So were the SySUs of old infpir\i with &*# ai Wiidonv 
and Foreknowledge of Things to come. All fill'd 
with inward Blafts of lbme Immortal Wind, the preg- 
nant Virgins foon conceiv'd deep Myfierios of Fate, 
which they writ down on Leaves of Trees :» For 
they were Eremits, and Twelve in Number, as An- 
cient Records fay. One of them kVd at Cuma m 
Italy, where her Cave is fheww. to Travellers at this 
Day. They foretold what ihould happen in After- 
times, particularly the Birth of? Jefies the Son of 
Mary : But they never {aid a Word of Sabbati Sev$\ 
or~ of any other Mejpas, to come after the Firft. 
Thefe Holy Maids were* had in great Veneration by 
the Gentiles, who gathcr'd up the icatter'd Leaves, 
whereon they writ their .Prophecies, and tranferib'd 
them carefully on Paper, that 4b the Sacred Memoirs 
might be delivered fate down to Pofterity. 

By what 1 have faid, Nathan, thou may'ft perceive 
that I aim at nothing elfe, but to wean thee from, the 
iuperftitious, fond Conceit of your Nation, and. to- 
make thee fenfible, That though God once favoured 
the Jews with Oracles of Light and Reafin 9 yet they 

D $ have 
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lave for many Agu forfeited this Privilege. Since 
Which, he gave the Gofpel iofefus the Son of Mary, 
the Alcoran to Mahomet, and At all Times has fent 
Mtfftngm and Prophets to every Nation and People 
on Earth. 

There are no partial Bkfis in the Divinity which 
*»adc the tffcrAfr. He is an raexhauftible Abyfs of 
f*t/#, .of&ff£f,and !#** where every Creature drinks 
Jts Pi// of Natural Happinefs, according to the different 
-Ranks, Capacities, and Deiires of Things. He vefis 
the Sun with an Immortal Babe of Light, the Train 
>©f which is torn up by the Moon and Stars. 

When Phoebus is upon the Wing by Day, his Gar~ 
Ptont covers all the Sky-, the Golden Fri»jf« of it 
dangle to the Globe, and trail along in the miry Soil, 
yet never gather the leaft tyw* of Dirf ; They are 
dipped and plunged in Rivers, Lakes and *SV*/» with- 
out being *** : and yet they drink up all the 0<**» 
Jhy.faccoffivo Draughts. This lower JffcrW rejoices 
in the glittering Shew* the Elements with every 
'Being compounded of them, bask in the welcome 
Jtyj. So do the Planets above, who take a An- 
gular Pkamre to fold fome P/ir^ of. the llluftrious 
JJreJs about them* They wrap themfelves half up 
in borrowed Light, and then, like Wefiern \Franks, 
they., foot it to and fro in their beloved Walks 
above, giving the neceflary Salutes, and Congo's to 
each other en Paffant, and to the Sedentary Signs 
. and fixed Stars, to fee if any of them mind their 
Courtly Garb and Mien : For they are the Sun's Do- 
meftick Pages, the favourites of his Seratt. At other 
Seafbns they (land (till, perhaps to gaze upon thera- 
fclves, in Contemplation of the Majeftick Figure 
they make. 

So have. I feen a proud conceited Spanifh Trura* 
peter, after he had blown a Levet pretty well, lay 
down the Silver Inftrument with a difdainful Gravi- 
ty. His Cheeks all fwoln with inclos'd Air, and 
Soul puffed up with Arrogance, he touts and curls 
his black Mmachu. Then with big Looks, furveysi 

- ----- himfelf 
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himfelf from Head to Foot j catting an Eye of Scorn 
upon the . filent Tube, confcious that ht alone can 
make it found fo well; » 

Thou wilt fay, I wander in my Difcourfe as much 
as thofe Heavenly Bodies - 1 am fpeaking of. Ti* 
true, Nathan, our Thoughts arc free, and not con- 
fin'd to Rules and Forms: We canty flip from l one 
Imagination to another. And fincc 1 have fcade 
this Planetary Digfeffion, fuffer me now, like them, 
to run retrograde, and come tb the Point from which* 
I rov*d. 

Doubtlefs, each individual Being is filTd with its- 
Etfential Blifs. The Fire has its Specifkk Happinefs y 
Co has the Air, the Water and the Earth, with ajl 
the living Generations on it. And when the Mop 
High diftributed the Sons of Human Race through" all 
the various Climates, Xones, and Provinces, he 'fuij- 
rtifhed every Region of the Globe with Gifts and 
Products, Riches and Delights, agreeable to the. In- 
habitants ; with this Trovifo, that they fhould live 
in Innocence, Juftice, and according to Reafon- 
From which Eternal Law, . if any People fwervVi„ 
they ihould forfeit their Privileges, and be fubdu'4* 
if not extirpated, by fome more virtuous Nation. t 

From hence fprung all the Revolutions of Mighty 
Kingdoms and Empires; one fucceflrvely fupplanthfg 
another to this Day. And the Sim of your JSatiof 
being greater it feems, than thofe of any other, Go%. 
has dilpers'd you over all the Earth, without fuffering; 
you to inherit or poflefs a Foot of Ground. 

If ever therefore 'Bate defigns to reftore the Jt •»» 
again to the Holy Land, wherein their Bathers liv'dj» 
never expe& it, till your erroneous Minds and vici- 
ous Manners are reformM. For Pale/line was never 
Seated fo delicioufly for bloody Zealots, Hypocrite^ 
and cruql* Ufurers to enjoy. 



Paris, id of the Wtb Moon, 
iftheXetritoj* 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 

' *T\ Aria's a Quean, a Jilt $ and I am once more cur'd 
|7 of my Dotage. There is no Truft in Woman's 

Beaut// Faith or Wit:' They are deceitful as ^ 
'the Fruit of Affhaltites :' They are perfect Riddles 
tad -Paradoxes, and have more unlucky Tricks than 
crof6-grain'd Elves or Tames. When a Man, over- 
heated by his amorous Paflion, thinks to embrace a 
Goddefs* he meets with Ixion's pate, and only hugs 
a gaudy Cloud or Meteor. 

I will not make thee lick with a particular Re- 
'kearfal of my Second Folly, in being io fond of one 
who had betray'd.me formerly. 1 will not repeat 
"the vain Addreflfes 1 made, the kind obliging Things 
I fpoke, nor her deceitful Anfwers. I wia not tell 
thee how (he drill'd me on into her Snares, and led 
" ane Captive in an amorous Circle. Content thy felf 
to know, that I have- been Twice her Cully, and if 
ever 1 am the Third Time, 'twill be my own Fault, 
qs the Italian fays. JNo, my Dgnet, I have done with 
that Falfe Sex. Henceforth for ever 1 abjure all 
amorous Regards of Woman. . I will fhun thcm a as 
1 would a Peftilertce. I will either (hut my Eyes, or 
*turn them another way at lead, whenever I meet a 
Tevfale* I will not think of them, but with Diftjain . 
mod Hatred. Finally, I am off from them, to aU 
Intents and Purpofes. 

However, as the Arabian Proverb fays, TkafWind 

hlowsfrom an unlucky Point oftheCompafs, which -wafts 

'19 good to Somebody $ fo from Daria's talfe arid feigned 

Smiles, I reap fbme Benefit. | have learn'd a Secret,* 

which has rid my Spirit of a Thou&nd Cares, Pi£» 

quiets and Agonies. • . ' 

Lq the Year 1664, of the Chriftian &egtr*;l fent 

. ~ ~ .'*"*" a Let- 
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a Letter to the noble Kerker Hojf an B*Jfa y . out Coun- 
tryman; wherein 1 informed him of an Aflaffin rnatie 
upon me in the dark, as I was going to my Lodg- 
ings, and how I kill'd the Ruffian that attempted on 
my Life. I told that generous Grandee all my Jea- 
loufies and Con)e&ure{ on that Subject ; how I 
fuipe&ed fome of my Enemies at the Porte to have 
a Hand in the Deiign; or elie that ray Sicilian 
Mafier was concern'd iri it. I knew not well what 
to conclude. But now I am iatisfied 'twas Darius 
Husband, who reientiug deeply my former Amour 
with her, which (he difcovered to rac at large, could 
never be at reft till he faw Paris, where he defign'd 
to be the Executioner of his own Revenge, and lay 
in wait accordingly for my late returning home : For 
he was not ignorant of my Lodging. His Wife 
knew, nothing of his Deiign, he having pretend ci 
other Bulinefs at the City. And 'twas from acciden- 
tal Words in her Difcourfe, that I collected this great 
Secret. For when I ask'd her of her Husband's 
Health, (he told me, he was kill'd at fuch a Time 
by Night, in an Alley of Park, by whom (lie never 
yet could learn. But I ftrart blufh'd with Con- 
Icioufnek, and took the Hint. I dropp'd fbme ne- 
ceflary, carclefs Queriet by degrees ; And all her An- 
fwcrsftill confirm^ me, as to Time. and Place, with 
other Circumftances, that he mufl be the Man I 
murther'd in my Defence & long ago. 

I kept this Secret lock'd up in my Breaft* nor could 
my doting Fondnefc melt me into (hch a {oft and eafy 
Temper, as to betray myfelf to her. But I took inward 
Pleasure at the Thoughts of my Deliverance from 
that fudden violent Death, and from my After- Cares 
an4 Fears by this Discovery* Henceforward I'll &- 
fbe& no Muffulman, tho' my Enemy : Nor lhall I be 
fo fearful or my Sicilian Mafier : No panick Terrors 
fhall confine rrie to my Chamber, and make me fpend 
my Days in fretting and confuming Melancholy. I will 
not be lurpriz'd when Strangers knock at the Gate, or 
when I hear the Hulling Voices of the Parifh Of- 
ficer* 



62 Letters writ by Vol. VII. 

ficers below, or the Collectors of the King's Reve- 
nues. Yet thefe before were dreadful as the Sultan's 
Attefcheriff, or fatal Warrant, when he demands a 
Bajfa's Head 5 fo forcible is Jealoufy and fufpended 
Thoughtfulnefs > fo black the Influence even of miC 
grounded Apprehenfion, and miftaken Guilt. 

My Dgnet, this mortal Life is a dark Labyrinth of 
crofs Events. Bewilder'd Man gropes up and down j 
he often trips and Humbles at Contingencies} he 
drays about in thorny rugged Paths, not knowing 
where he is, or which way to turn himfelf. Some- 
times an Ignis Fatuus, with its deceitful Light, mi£ 
fuides him in miry Places, Fens, and Bogs, where" 
e is in danger of being fwallow'd up; or leads him 
to the Brink of an high Precipice, where if he ad- 
vance but one Step more, he is gone beyond Reco- 
very , he falls and da(hes himfelf to pieces on under- 
growing Rocks. 

Reafbn is the only Clue that can conduct us fafe 
through all the Windings of the perilous Maze. 
Heaven grant that thou and I may never let go our 
Hold of this fb neccflary Faculty, until he has con- 
ducted us fafe to Taradife. 

Paris, lfth of the nth Mom, 
of the Tear 166*7. 
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LETTER XVIIL 

To the Kairmcham. 

LAST Year I gave thee an Account of the Birth of 
a young Trincefs of Trance. Now I fhall inform 
thee, that fhe was baptiz'd on the 11ft of this Mooru 
Baptifm with the Nazarenes is equivalent to our Cir- 
cumcifionj nay, tis fomething more Divine, if we may 
believe them : Thcv call it the Sacrament of Initiation, 
the lirfi Myftety ot Cbriftitn Ifiith. But when 'tis ap. 

ply'd 



Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris, 63 

ply'd to Children of Royal Extraction, the Sons or 
Daughters of Kings, it looks more like a Ceremony of 
State, than a Myflery of Religion, However, be it 
what it will, 'tis perform'd with abundance of Pomp 
and Magnificence. And at this Ceremony it is that 
every Chriftian receives his Na me, which is given by 
the Godfathers and Godmothers, that is, Perions who 
ftand Sureties for the Child's Education in the ChrU 
flian Religion. This Prince/s was nam'd Maria Tkerefa 
by the Dut chefs Dowager of Orleans, and by the Duke 
of Enguien. 

On the fame Day the Cardinal Duke of Vendofme had 
Audience of the King and Jjgueen, in Quality of Legate 
de Latere from the Pope. It feems the King of France' 
had deiired the Pope to ftand Godfather to the Dau- 
phin, which the good Prelate accepting, fcnt this 
Cardinal as his Deputy and Reprefentative to perform , 
the Charge* He is to give the Dauphin his Name. In 
the mean while, he (lands much upon Punctilios, re- 
quires vaft Refpe6b and SubmhTions from the French 
Bifhops j and carries himfelf with as much State, as 
if he were a God, or an Angel -, looking as big, as if 
he were the Emperor of the XJniverfe. And well hq 
may, iince during his Legation, he has as much 
Power as the Pope himfelf; that Sovereign Prelate 
having inverted him with all his own Paternal full 
Authority i which he would make the World be- 
lieve, is greater than that of Earthly Kings and Em- 
perors. And yet he ftiles himfelf the Servant of the 
Servants of God. A fine Piece of Ecclefiaftical Hypo- 
erify ! the Ways of thefe Infidels are double. Their 
Pra&ice runs counter to their Profefllon : They would 
ftiri appear as Saints, when in effect they are little 
better than Devils. 

There has been a great Alteration lately made in 
Portugal, the Eftates of that Nation having compell'd 
their King to renounce his Government t and confer it«n 
Don Pedro his Brother. The Spaniard laughs at this 
privately, hoping from their inteftine Animofities to 
drawOccafions of advancing his own Inter eft, and o£ 
•recovering that Crown again. Ac- 
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Accomplifh'd Minifter, there is nothing new under 
the Moon 9 but a perpetual Circle of the lame Events. 
What we admire in .this Age as a Novelty, has been 
a£ed o'er and o'er in former Tim«s. Peace follows 
War, and War treads clofe upon the Heels of Peace. 
Faith, Perfidy, Sedition, Obedience, Virtue and Vice, 
are the reciprocal Off-jfpring of each other. There's 
nothing fiVd or ftabiej but the World turns round 
tfpon Eternal Viciffitudes. 

Paris, the %oth of the \ft Moon, 
of the Tear 1668. 



LETTER XIX. 

* 

Jo Abdel Melee Muli Omar, Prefident 
of the College ^Sciences <stf Fez* 

I Received thy invaluable Dijpatch, containing mar- 
vel'ous Things, Revelations of a fublime Rank, 
Myfteries heretofore undifcover'd : Yet I was not 
much filrpriz/d, having all along prefag'd fome vaft 
Improvement of Learning from: thy accompliib'd 
Spirit, O thou Terr-tftrial Star df .the &rfi Magnitude, 
Chief in the ConfiellAtims of the, #>«*£. 

Glory be to God, who from infinite Darknefi 
ftarted the Eternal bright Idea's of the Univcrfe : and 
on the Womb of evcrlafting Silence, begat the WORD 
by which he formed all Things. Doubtiefs, there 
is no Blemifh in his .Works j no Botches, Knobs, or 
difproportionable Unevennefles : The World's*, pej?- 
fecl Beauty. . . 

Were Ptolemy alive, thy.Syfiem of the Heavens 
would put him to the BKMh; And Tycho Brake would 
fiicak out of his Planetary Fame, by fome wild, and 
more than Eccentrkk Motion, afham'd that he hafd 
been fuch a Botcher wAflrmmy. Copernicus himfeif 
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would fink under the Burthen of thtMoon, which the 
overloaded Earth would in revenge let fell upon him, 
for his unnatural Cruelty to his aged Mother, in bur- 
thening her fo long; and all the World would cele- 
brate thy Praifc, who haft thus happily refcu'd Heaven 
and Earth from their EmbarrafTments. 

Thy Thoughts arc high and elevated to the Heaven 
of Heavens ; yet thy Humility ftoops to the Centre of 
the Earth. But ail Mankind would be obliged to thee 
afrcfh, if thou would ft vouchfafe to take the middle 
Path, and % fiirvey with thy accuftomed Accuracy 
the Surface of this Globe t whereon we Mortal* 
tread. Geography being already fcnfible of her elder • 
Sifter's Happinefs, in thy Correction and Amend- 
ments jof the former Aftronomick Schemes* languifhes 
alfb for thy Supervifal of her own Defects and Ble- 
miihes. 

. Thofe that have meafufed the Earth, cannot agree 
in ftating'her Circumference : An4 there were few 
in former Times who did believe the Antipodes. The 
Muffulmans of India do aflert, that the Earth is ftp- 
ported by eight mighty Elephants: And thofe of 
Turfy fay, it refts upon the Horns of a great Bull. If 
either of thefe Opinions were to be taken in the Lite* 
ral Senfe, it would put the dullcft Vhilofopher to Sub* 
fannation, or at leaft a Fit of Laughter. • But doubt- 
lefs they are Allegories, under which are veil'd fome 
true and natural Secrets. 

. However, let the Globe reft where it will, on Built, 
or Bears, or Elephants, or Camels, Dromedaries* 
Horfes, or the Back of Atlas, a« the Gentiles did 
affirm ; I would fain know, methinks, how large a 
Space of Land we have to tread upon, and what Pro- 
portion is allotted to the Sea. 

Tis true, we have a common Notion of Tour ^uar* 
ters of dry Land; Afia, Afriek, Europe, and America. 
Yet this is quarreH'd at by thofe of later Times, who 
add a Tifth, which they call Magellanic/*, or the South- 
ern unknown, Earth. From immemorial Times, our 
EathtriwcTG acquainted with the Three Firft Divifions 

or' 
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or Precincts of the Globe? But the two laft were but 
of late. difcOver'd, fince the Improvement of -Navi- 
gation, and the Invention of the Compafs. 

There is a vulgar Tradition, every where in Vogue, 
that after Noah's Flood, Afia fell to the Share of S*m 
and his Pjfterity, Africk to Cham, and Europe to Jo- 
phet. Whether this be true or no, cannot be prov'd, 
but is wholly owing to Conjecture. However, this 
is certain, that if it were fb, there have been mighty 
Changes in the Inheritances of Noah's Offering, and 
Alterations of their feveral Limits: Infomuch, as now 
they teem to be in part blended and mix'd together, 
or at lead fhumed from one to another. 

Thole, who liv'd in the Middle Ages, made but 
Two Divifions of the Globe, viz. Afia and Europe, 
And in this they alio differed : For fbme made Africk 
only a Province, or Part of the latter, perfuading 
themfejves that they were antiently joined together, 
tho* afterward feparated by a violent Irruption of the 
Atlantick Sea by the Str tights of Gibraltar, which 
before was a narrow Jfihmus, or Neck of Land j but 
from the Time that Bank was wafted away, theAft- 
diterranean Sea derived its Origin. Others made 
Africk a Part of Afia, they being not absolutely parted 
by any Sea > tho* fbme Egyptian Kings and Roman 
Emperors attempted to make a Canal between the 
Mediterranean. and Red Sea. 

A third Sort divided the known Part of the World 
fnto Afia, Europe, Africk, and Egypt : Whilft a 
fourth plac'd Egjpt to the Account of Afia, making 
the River Nile the Boundary between it and Africk. 
Rut this was incommodious, in regard it left that 
Part of Egypt on the Weft of Nile to Africk. Such was 
the Confulion of the ancient Greek and Roman Geo* 
graphers* 

As for America, it takes its Name from Americus 
Vefputius a Florentine, who made the {fecorid Voyage 
to diicover it. For it was firft deicry'd by Chrifiopher 
Columbus* a Genoefe, in the Year of the Chri/Han He* 
gyra 14.42, by the Order and at the Charge of Ferdi- 
nand, 
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ndniy King of Arragon and Caftile. This Fart of 
the World is divided into two mighty Empires-, the 
Northern, or that of Mexico $ and the Southern, or 
that of lVr#. • > 

Magellanic a, or the Southern Unknown Land, de- 
rives its Name from Ferdinand Magellan, the firft 
that e'er difcover'd it j in the Year i f 10, when he 
fatl'd quite round the Globe, About Five and forty* 
Years afterwards, 'Francis Drake, an Englishman, 
fouchVi upon the feme Coafts j / and twelve Years' 
after him, Thomas Candijh, one oT his Countrymen; 
Likewife Oliver van Noord, a Hollarrder, undertook 
the lame Voyage, fcut none- made fucji Advances in 
this new Difcovery, as a certain Spaniard, call'd 
Ferdinand de Jguier. *- 

- God knows, what Grange and unexpected No* 
vclties this Country might aftord, if Men were once 
acquainted with ft. This fnay bethe'Sjan&uary of the 
Ten Tribes of Ifraelites, which were led away Captives 
fy Salmana/fer 'King of rfjfiri*.: X*. perhaps, the In- 
habitants of this Country a/e of* another Race than 
that of jff0*&.and Adam. Wc-^rtay from- them, 'tis 
poffible, derive new Lights, as to the Prc-exiftence 
of hum** Souls? Who knows, but they have Records 
more exa& and antient than the Indians and Chinefei 
Be it how.it wilt I'm clear for neyv Difcoveries. 
There is a certain fperffick Boldnefs in my Spirit, 
which prompts me to invade the pretended Modefty 
of Nature: I long to furl the Veil, which, hides fa 
many Secrets; and with a Philo&phick Confidence, 
were I in Power, I'd rumple up the envious Cover- 
ings of fuch deiirable Wonders. 

Oh! that fbme God-like Monarch iff this Age would 
in Royal Bounty equip a Navy, and man them with the 
moft expert and reiblute Mariners on Earth, with Ve£ 
£bls to tranfport an Army of Land-Soldiers, with Ten- 
ders, to carry Meat, Drink, Apparel, and other Necei- 
faries for fo vaft an Expedition. Surely, the Event 
would anfwer Expectation, die Gains would far tran- 
fcend the Coft, the Honour infinitely furpafs the 

Peril 
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Peril j and all our known familiar World would be 
oblig'd by foe h a fortunate Undertaking. 

Sage Omar, it depends on thee to bring this Thing 
to paft. Start but the Propofal to fbme mighty Sove- 
reign, thy Recommendation will be of Forqe. Thou 
wilt be more than a Columbus, Magellan, or Pizarra. 
In fine, thou wilt wind up the Searches of this in- 
quiiitive Age, and put a Stop to future Scrutinies. 

I only hint tk? Thing i do thou, pur foe it, and all 
Generations (hall celebrate thy Fame* God inipicc 
thee with frelh Ardors. 

Paris, -}th of the ^J Moon, 
of tht Ttar 166%. 



LETTER XX. 

To Ofman Adrootieth, Aftrologer to, 
the 'Sultan at ^Adrianoplc. 

? 

OLD Vtolomy was much out of his Byafi; his 
wild irregular Fancy, drunk with the Lees of 
Ariftotle's dark Opinion and Conceit, ftumbled and 
fell aileep upon the Thought of tkt Earth's being 
Centre to the Univerfi, and then the reft of the 
World feem'd to run round his giddy Head. He 
often ftrove to lift his heavy Noddle up, to fcie whe- 
ther it were fb or not. But the befbtting Load of 
Prepoffeflion weigh'd him down again t He flum* 
ber'd, dreanVd • and fnored loud, Sretch'd out at 
large upon the fair Chim&t*. 

The ftudious Candidates of .Truth and Science, by 
his Exampte fell to the fame Riot in Philofoptyi and 
continued the Debauch for many Ages : Till, tod 
much forfeited and cloy'd with foch a ml fbme Enter- 
tainment, bold lycho Brake rubs up his Eyes, and' 
wakes the Company with a new Syftem of the mighty 

Frame. 
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Frame. Then all began to ftart and rouze, as at fbme 
Prodigy* His heavenly Giracracks pleaied the Paiate 
of the Age. His Epy cycles, Eccentricks, Perils, and 
Apog&'s, with all the reft of his gay Whim- whams, 
were rcceiv'd with general Applauie, till the more ex- 
cellent Copernicus appeared with fomcthing Newer ftill : 
And then the blundering Dane, abafh'd, ilipp'd off the 
Stage, without fo much as taking his Leave. 
• The Aftronomers loon fell in Love, and paid im- 
plicit Adoration, to the Idol, which Copernicus iet up; 
and it was but reafbn, lince they had never feen a 
fairer or a jufter Scheme of the World before. 

Yet every Age improves itfelf in Knowledge on the 
Ruins of the former. And thus what Ptolemy never 
found out, nor Tycha Brake or Copernicus could mend 
or match, if now they were alive * is very lately difco- 
vered by the incomparable Abdel Melee Mull Omar t 
Preiident of the College of Sciences at Fez. 

The happy Mufa Ah'ul Xatuftan* Profeflbr of Hi- 
hfophy there, firlfc darted the Proppfal of a Matbema* 
/real Experiment: And laying Heads together, the 
Primate of Moxofcp. Doctors, Fathers of the African 
Alfaqui's living, round a true Bemonfiration in it. 

I have lately receiv'd a "Diftatch from that re- 
nown'd Prelate, with an inclolld Model of this Pla- 
netary Machine : A copy of which 1 fend thee,' 
drawn by my own Hand. It reprefents the Original 
to a Point. Examine it well, and thou wilt find 'tis 
much more regular and exact, than any of thofe an- 
tiquated Schemes; and anfwers all* the Queftions of 
Aftronomy without the leaft apparent Blunder. , Be- 
fides, it has a per fed: Symmetry and Proportion in 
every Part: It makes the .World appear a compleat 
Beauty. Whereas the Frame which Tycho Brake 
made, was all deform'd with wild Unevennefles. 
Nor was the Syftem of Copernicus without a manifeft 
Botch, in making the fmall Orb of the Moon alone 
to interfere with that of the Earth; Whilft all the 
other Planets circulate in their own entire and fblitarjr 
Spheres* without an Interloper to dilhirb them. 

* , ' * Befide, 
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Befides, he makes the Earth an Atlas to the Moon, 
whilftthis poor weary Globe, isfore'd, in his Opinion, 
to drudge yearly round the Zodiac k, with the vaft 
Burthen of Diana on its Shoulders 

If it be fb, 'tis no wonder that the Earth fb often 
fahits and trembles under the mighty Load,. Hence- 
forth we need not lay the Blame of Earthquakes to 
Enceladus \ as if the drowzy, fiioring Giant, turning 
his monflrous bulky Corps from one itde to the other, 
were the fole Caufe of thefe Convulsions : When Mor- 
tals reel and ftaggcr, as they walk upon the Surface; 
when Trees and Mountains rock as in a Cradle, and 
whole Cities are fbmetimes fwaliow'd ujp. 

No ; let poor Enceladus fleep on,, and take what 
Reft he can in -his Infernal Prifbn. There was no 
Danger of his ever ftirring again, after he had been 
once thoroughly fbue'd in Lethe's All-benumbing 
Streams. Copernicus is only in the Fault: When- 
ever we feel thefe fatal Heavings of the Globe, 'twas 
too unmerciful a Task he impos'd upon it, cfpecially 
in its Old Age. 

' It would have grumbled in its early Day and fturdy 
Youth, had it been thus feverely us'd by Orpheut, 
Homer, Hermes Trifmegiftus, or any other of the Pri- 
mitive Sages. But now to be thus roughly handled 
by an upftart Infidel in its declining Years, when 
three Parts of its Marrow are decay'd, and its once 
potent Nerves and Sinews are fhrunk, its Liver 
wafted, and every Vital winding away, almoft broke . 
its Heart. 

Therefore thefe African Sages, in Duty to their 
aged Mother the Earth, have found a Way ,to free 
her from the Burthen of the Moon in her decrepit 
State ; and yet to make the Sun the Centre of the 
World; adjufting at the fame time, with accurate 
Laws, and an unblemifh*d Order, the Motions, Sta- 
tions, and various Poftures of the Tlancts. 

This happy Revelation in Afironomy is not to be 
di-vulg'd in publick Writings, left fbme inquiiitive, 
curioas Traveller, ambitious HaXfirene, or envious 

7*»» 
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Jew, mould chance to light upon the facred Scheme, 
and boafl: himfelf the Inventor of it. 

Let it be only communicated to Learned, Faithful 
Muffulmans of the Firfl: Rank : . For fuch Celeftial 
Myfteries ought not to be proftituted to the Vulgar* 
. Teil not the little Jafmir Sgire Kugial of it : For, if 
thou doft, all the -Frank Merchants, at Aleppo ibon 
(hall be made privy to the matchlefs Secret. Be it a 
.perpetual Arcanum in the Breads of fiiblime Men, 
exalted Souls, Friends of God, and little lefs than 
Erophets. And be it, till all the Sages of the Eaft 
and South are firfl: made feniible of it, and abb to de- 
fend it againft the vain Attempts of the Uncircumcis'd 
Nation. Then let it be promulged in Allah's Name 
throughout the Globe, to the titernal Honour of 
God, and Glory o( his Prophet, who could neither 
write nor read, y«t has Difciplcs, to whom alone 
the pureft Reformation of the Uniyerfe is owing. 

Do but furvey with an indifferent Look, the laft 
and lovelieft Portraiture of the World that ever 
was made by Man. Fix thine admiring Eyes on 
the Magnifick Seat and Palace of the Sun, Conii- 
der at the fame time the tcue and equal Forms, 
Dimenfions, Diftances, and mutual Interferons 
of the ambient Orbs, without the fmalleft Bkir or 
Blot in all the' Eternal Frame. Then tell mc thy 
Opinion, whether thou canft not calculate Native 
ties, ere& all Manner of Schemes, make Almanacks, 
tell credulous Men their . future -Fortunes, appoint 
the Ecllpfes of the Sun and Moan, fet Venus and Mer- 
■ cury together by the Ears, to ttir up furious Mars 
to make a Hurly-burly ki the Htavens and Elements > 
or, if thou canft not wheedle the fb wre Curmudgeon 
Saturn, into a ibft obliging Humour ; or fret the 
noble Jupiter to Madnefs, by a damn'd Conjunction 
with a|0 mortal Enemy; and a thoufand move Aftro- 
logical Enterpriz.es. Tell me, I iay, whejher thou 
carift not perform all this and more/ as well by the 
inclosd Effigies of the World, as by the old Thread 
-tare* Weather-beaten, Wormreaten Italian Cloclo- 
' .. work 
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' work of Vtohrny \ or the later Inventions of Tycho 
Brake and Copernicus. 

It will now no longer be a Secret, how thofe 
Birds difpofe thcmfelves, which at a certain Time 
of the Year are fcen to gather in mighty Troops, 
and fly dire&ly upward out of human Sight $ not one 
, of the whole species being left behind, or found on 
any Part of the Earth, until the Moon has rolTd futt 
fix times round the Zodiack : When they return 
again in equal Companies into this <*/(?£*, each Species 
to his native Region, For the intelligent "Fowls exa&ly 
know the Hour in which the Earth docs in its yearly 
Circulation interfedt the neighbouring Orb of the 
Moon, and then they fnatch the Opportunity to quit 
the attractive Mrnofphtre> and take the Air of that 
adjacent Plantt. 

I have a great deal more to fay on this Subject, 
which I will reierve for another Letter. In the 
mean time, thou venerable Star- gaz.tr ', adieu, and 
remember to be private 

Paris, fth of the %d Moon, 
of the Tear 1668. 



LETTER XXL 

To the Venerable Mufti, principal Sup- 
fort of Learning and true Science. 

THE Orders of thy SanBity came like a Mcflage 
from Heaven, furprifcing me at once with equal 
Pleasure and Aftoniihment. Every Line increafed my 
Raptur* And now I thought I had no more to wifh 
for in the World, iince the Great Patriarch of the 
faithful has condescended to embrace the Advice of 
4b mean a Slave as Mahmut. It has been my paflio- 
oate. Defire- to fee Knowledge flourish in the Re- 
nowned 
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nown'd Ottoman Empire, that the Infidels may no 
longer reproach us with Ignorance and Barbarifm. 
This was the Reafon that I & often importuned thy 

* Tredeeejfor to encourage the Tranflation of Hifiories 
into the Turkifi) Language. Now thou art pleafed to 
begin this glorious Work, and to hcnoar me, by 
requiring my Inftru&ions in the Management of it. 
Nay, thou haft commanded me to lay the Foundation 
of fo iiluftrious an Enterpmc, in prefenting thee a 
Pattern or Model of this great Work, containing an 

* Biftorical Epitome of the Four Great Monarchies, 
with a brief Series of the moft remarkable and famous 
Tranflations, Changes, and other E rants in the 
World, with reference to the Nation and Age 
wherein they happened. 

As to the Advice thou demaiideft of me, I think it 
would be for the Honour and Benefit of the MuJfuU 
tnans, that a com pleat Hiftory of the World fhould be 
collected out of the moft antient and ftneerc Writers, 
and digefted into Annals, from the very Beginning 
of Time, down to the Reign of our prefent Empe- 
ror 'i the Auguft Sovereign of the whole Earth: That 
fb whatibever has been done on parth worthy of 
Memory, may be rank'd in its proper Time and 
PJace; and we may not grope any longer in the dark, 
when we would know in what Year or Age any Fa- 
mous Warrior or Monarch lived or died; or when 
any renowned City was built, befieg'd, taken, and 
deftroy'd, and by whom all thefc Things were done: 
With many other ufeful Memoirs, • in which the Of- 
tomans are now wanting. * ^ 
>> In the Beginning of this Work, it will be abfblutely 
necetiary to nave recourfe to the Chronicles of the In- 
dians, Eerfiam, and Egyptians, and to the Writings of 
Orpheus, Homer, Thales, Zeno, and others of Greece* 
Phoenicia and Thrace. For tho* the Nazarenes of the 
Weft defpife the Authority of thefc Authors, and ca- 
lumniate all for Tables and Romances which was de- 
li ver'd before the firft Olympiads yet the more im- 
partial Inhabitants of the£aft, whether Gbrijlums or 
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Mujfulmans reje& nothing which has the undoubted 
Stamp of Antiquity ; but rather feek to unriddle the 
mvfterious Exprefiions of the Poets and Philofofhers, 
who drove induftrioufly to cover all their Know- |* 

ledge and Traditions under dark JEnigma's, figures, 
Parables, that £o the Divine Secrets of Antiquity 
might not be prophaned by the rude and unpohfhed 
Vulgar, - 

% It was ever the Maxim of fbme ancient Sages and 
Tolitidans, thus to keep the People in Ignorance of 
pad Times , the better to allure their Dominion arid 
Authority over them. They only revcai'd what was 
obvious to, every Man's Senfe, the mamfeft and vifi- 
fefe Influences of the Heavenly Bodies of the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars, the Natures of Plants and Animals, 
with whatsoever elfe was liable to any Man's Eye and 
Apprehenfion. But as to the more abftrufe and left 
c onipicuous Works of Nature, they were like the 
Secrets of State kept under a Veil. 

Yet there wanted not Men of Wif3om in other 
Tarts of the World* who ftrove to unfold all Things, 
and render Mankind familiar with whatibever fell 
* under human Intellect. Among thefe, the Indians 
and Chinefes deierve the firft Place, who were never 
covetous of the Gifts of Nature, but fought to im- 
provc^all thofe of their Nations in the Knowledge 
pf tjie Arts and Sciences, and especially in the Syfietn 
of antient Hifiery Thefe People (hut up themielvcs 
from the reft of the World for many Ages, fearing , 
Jeft Commerce might corrupt the Simplicity of their 
Primitive Laws and Inftitutions. Only Alexander 
the Great, and before him, Semiramis Queen of the 
Affyrians, had ever Acceis to the Indies in old 
Time. And China was never open till of late,- 
when their too potent Neighbours the Tartar* 
broke through their Famous Wall, and fubducd tlr 
whole Empire: And their Bufinefs was not wit] 
faoks but with Men. 

For thefe Reafons we may not wonder, that tht 
frdian Brachmtns, and the &»&?$ of China, deliver ap 

Accoum 
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Account of the Origin of the World, and the next 
fuccceding Ages, 5k far beyond-the Epocha's of all 
o^her Hijforians, efpecially thefc in the Weft, 

For Events of later Date, the Compilers of this Work 
rnay make ufe of fuch Hiftorians as have written tho 
~ Annals of feveral Nations fince the firft Olympiad. 

If thou know'fl not what an Olympiad means, 'tfa 
the Form of Computation us'd in tie ancient Grecian 
Hegyra, every Olympiad containing Four Years. And 
the Firft of thefc Olympiads began in the Year of tho 
World 3218. At which time Chorebus of Elis fignalii'd 
himfelf, by winning the firft Race that ever was run 
at the Olympic^ Games. Thefc Games were celebrated 
every Olympiad', and all the Youth of Greece flock'd to 
them* to try their Skill in Running, Wreftling, and 
other Manly Exercifcs. 

About this Time Hiftorians began to write par- 
tially, and the Truth could hardly be difcern'd from 
the Fabulous Errors with which it was adulterated. 
Yet* this rather proceeds from a National Emulation, 
than from a Defign to corrupt the Antient Belief, 
However, thou mayeft give Credit to Thucydides > 
who in .the 86th Olympiad began to write hisHiftcrj 
of the' War in Pelopmnefus, between the Lacedamo- 
nians and thofc or Athens \ which War continued 
One and twenty Years, as that Author teftifics, 
who wrote Annals of it from the Beginning to the 
End. And among other remarkable Paflages, which 
lie is very exa& in recounting, he mentions a famous 
Eclipfe or the .Sun, that happen'd in the firft Yea? 
of that War $ and was fo great, that the Stars ap- 
peared at Noon-Day in the Sky. Plutarch alio 
lpeaks of this Eclipfe, telling us, that Pericles, 
Prince of the Athenians, being at Sea when the 
S*» was thus darken'd, and perceiving the l/iafte* 
of the VeJJel in a great Fright, at fome Prodigy, 
he threw his Cloak over the Man's Face, and 
tsk'd him, If he vas afraid of that, orhoWdupon h 
as a bad Omen ? And when the Mafter anfwer'd, 
tio : Pericles replv'd, What Difference u there between 
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this Eclipfe of the Sun, and that, fince both are caus'd 
dy the Int erf option of a Veil between the Sun and thine 
%yes\ only that J(eil Is larger than my Cloak, it being 

' the Mdon which covers that Glorious Lamp from our 
tight! 

Much about the fame time HvM one Herodotus and 
Hellanicus, two Famous Hifiorians, Men of Integrity 
and Credit i and Hippocrates, the Renown'd Vhyjician 
of Athens, Thefe are worthy to be tranflated into 
the Turkifh Language j as are alfoXenophon and Voly- 
biusy who wrote after them. They all, except the 
laft, hVd in the Time of the Terfian Monarchy, and 
therefore are moft likely to deliver down a true Ac- 

^ count of the memorable Events that happened during 

" that formidable Empire. , 

As for the Macedonian Monarchy, the moft Emw 
nent Writers were Curtius, Arrianus, and Diodorv* 
$Tculus\ but this laft is frequently miftaken in h<| 
Chronology, and therefore ought to be corredfced by 
the others. Vint arch alfo muft be xonfdlted*. and 
Jlfephus xhtjew, with Strabo, Appian, Livy, Jufiin, 
and Taufanias. For they either X-rve to illustrate 
one another, where they treat of the fame Matters j 
or elfe the one carries on the Thread of Hiflory 
where the other left off. And "therefore thou 
needeft not wonder that 1 nanie £q .mmy'.Authors, 
fince they are worthy of Credit, and abfoluteiy 
fiecenary to the compleating an entire Hifiory of 
the World 5 whereas there are a Rabble of other 
Writers, who are fcarce worth, the naming i much 
lefs their Authority to be truftcd to, in compiling 
an Univerfal Hiflory, which is to give anew Luitre 
to the Ottoman Empire, and raife its Credit in the 
Learned World. 

As for the Roman Empire, it will be neceilary to 
make ufc of Jofefhus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Phi to, Xi- 
philmus, Zonoras, Ammianus Marcellims, Vell.ius 
fattrculus, jSeneca, Elorus, Livy and Suidas. 

Thefe will be fufficient Materials with which the 
Tranflators, Scribes, and Compilers may accompli ih the 

llluilrious 
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Illuftrious Undertaking* the Encouragement whereof 
1 again earncftly recommend t& thy Liberality and 
Munificence. ' ' 

What concerns the Injunction thou hail laid on me, 
to draw a Pattern or Model of this great Work, in? 
prcfenting thee with a brief Abftraft of the Rife and 
Fall of the Four Monarchies* with fuch memorable 
Events as will be proper to direct the Undertakers in 
the Method of digesting this Univerfal Hiftory, I 
will' referve it for another Letter, not having thofe 
Books by me which are requifite to aflift me in thi» 
Affair. ," 

In the mean time, I pray Heaven ^profper this noble 
Enterprise, and grant tnat thou mayeft live the Space 
^f many Olympiads, to fee the Effect of thy Bounty j 

r hen this Universal Hilary, being fuuyhed, (hall in- . 
Lcu& the foujfulmam, and defeat the Calumnies of 
the Uncireumcis'd. 

* Paris, xdof the ph Mom, 
cf the Tear 1 662. 
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LETTER V 

To Mehemet, on Exit'd Eunuch; at 
Alcair in Egypt. 

IH Y Sufferings pierce ray Heart i 
I owe thee Pity oh the Score of 
human Nature ; and more Com- 
panion at thou art a Muffulmm ; 
But where's the Tongue or Pea 
that can .describe the Sympathy of 
Fffifndsj Can'ft thoti in a deipond- 
ng Manner caft- thyfcif upon thy- Bed, thereto 
xnale, in melancholy Sighs, that pungent Sorrow, 
which can find no other Vent, unlcfs tnofe Vapours 
of the Spleen condenie to Showers of Tears ? Canfb 
thou do this, and I remain inftnfible all riia 
while r No ! I'm a perfeft Eckc to thy faddeft 
Groans. And when thou weepeft, my Heart is not a 
Stone, that (patters back again the Drops that fell on 
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It; but 'tis like Clay, "that fbftens with the gentle, (bi» 
lemn Diftillation. Believe that I>fweat Blood, when 
thou diflblv'ft in Tears. I am not capable of Mode- 
ration toward my Friend. My Love, my Joy, mf 
Grief, and Anger are all exceflive, when fuch a one 
as thou occauWft them. Tis equal Pleafure to live 
or die in this magnetick Point : For Souls of Friends . 
are perfect Untfons. Then, if thou haft a Spark of 
Love for Mahmut, do not kill me with thy fad Com- 
plaints. For whilft I hear that thou art thus aban~ 
don'd to ' Misfortune and Defpair, how can I live, 
"without perpetual Deaths, more terrible than what we 
all muft undergo by the Courfe of Nature? Doftihou 
delight to make a conftant Ifartyr of me ? 

Thou art bred a Courtier, and fo was I • Our In- 
fant-Blood was feafbn'd with the Grand Sigmor*t 
Bread and Salt ; we equally imbib'd the "Manners, Ha- 
bits, Cuftoms, Maxims/ and the Pride of the Serml, 
with the Pillow, the Milk, Sorbets, and other Kou- 
rifhment of our early Years. Since which, we haver • 
feen the various Revolutions of mighty Kingdoms* 
States, and Empires. We have beheld the invincible 
Emperor of Goto* -fall a ViBim to the Perfidy of hi* " 
Slaves, and to the more propitious Fortune of the 
Tartars. After another Manner was the Glory of 
the Brkijh Monarchy eclipfed. But no Foreign Story- 
can match the barbarous Maflacres of our Majeftick 
Sultans, Mujiafba, dfimn, and Ibrahim, all within 
our Memory. 

Oh! Mehemet, we have liv'd too long after theft 
Spoils of Royal Blood. How can we repine at our* 
own private LoflTes and Afflictions, whilft we do but 
lip the flat infipid Relicts of thofe tragical, fprightly 
Potions, brew'd for all the Palates of the grcateft 
ytincfs. Henceforth let us live, as if we were among 
the Dead. Let us hear, and fee, feel, tafte and fmeS 
thefe outward Objects en pajfant, without being fen^ 
fiblcwhat we do or fuffer. Let us anticipate, b)ra. 
'wife Prevention, the laft Stroke of Death, by dying; 
every Moment. 

£ 4 G» 
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Go to the Tjramtds, my Mehemet, or would to God 
I could go thither for thee $ there to contemplate the 
v Fate of human Glory, the Mock Grandeur of this 
World. Confider all the face of the Egyptian Kings, 
who built thefe coftly and magnificent Structures, or 
their Fathers for 'em; Who filPd the hollow Piles 
with Silver, Gold, and precious Stones j whilft, with 
their Magick Laws, they lifted Legions of Spiritr, 
dwelling in the Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, obliging 
"them to guard the wealthy Sepulchres : 'And tell me 
then, what thou canft find in thofe Superannuated 
Vaults? Nothing but Stench and Darknefs. Old. 
Time has filch'd away the (lighter" Glories of 
the Place; and his younger Brother Avarice has, 
phinder'd all the reft, which was the more fubftan- 
tial Part. He could have done no lefs in common 
good Manners, than take the Leavings of the.Heir, 
the Elder of the two- The great Al-maimim thought 
to have the Gleanings of their Harveftj but he found 
the Gain would never exceed the Coft. 

But what's become of all the Founders of theie 
aftonifhing Fabricks ? Look in the Tomb of Cheops* 
who is Juppoied to build the greateft of the Pyramids i 
and thou wilt find not the leaft Relid of his Allies : 
Or if thou fhouldft, 'twill be impoffible to diftin- 
guifh them from the common Duft of other Mortals, 
tho' his meaneft Slaves: So mutable is human Glory } 
lb inconftant all the Smiles of Fortune. 

Do but reflect on all the Glorious Conquefts of 
Alexander the Great, and on the Triumphant Entry 
he made in Babylon, when the Chariot which carry'd 
him, was an Epitome of all the Riches which the Indies 
cou'd afford j and yet that Chariot which he eftcem'd 
but one Degree before hkHearfe, which in a very few 
Days, with an Obfcurity beneath the Merits of fb great 
zVittor, convey 'd him to his Grave. 

Confider Cafar, who after four and twenty Battels, 
wherein he always got the Day, was drawn in a 
Triumphant Chariot to the Capitol by forty Ele- 

Xntsj yet now his .Name is hardly thought of. 

So 
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So Bpaminondas thought to out-vye the World in. 
his magnificeut Infultsj yet all this glorious Pagcan^ 
tty ended in Duft and Allies. Aurtlum led the Gmtx 
Captive with Zenobia : yet he himfelf at laft became 
the Prifoner of Death. The pompous Galley of Cleo- 
patra, when me celebrated the Sicilian Triumph,. 
fef v'd but to mend the Poop o( Charon's Boat, when, 
ihe was to be ferry'd to Hinmm, So the proud &- 
foflris, whofe Coacn was drawn by Four vanquiftVd 
Kings* at laft was fain to owe his uncouth Funeral *fa* 
Four fordid Slaves, who ftole his naked Corpfe away 
from the defigned Revenge of fa&ious Eunuchs? and 
bury*d it in a Heap of Camel's Dung. 

But where is the Pen or Pencil, that will to the ^ 
Life defcribe the unmatch'd Cavalcade of $ompty» 
when by a profperous Chymiftrp he had cxtra&ed all 
the richefr. Spirits and Eflfences ot Eafiem Wealth,, 
to grace his Entry into Rome ? 

The Front of the frocejfion dazled every Eye,' witfc 
the ftrange Luftre of Diamonds and Carbuncles mix'd 
in chequer-wife: an Oriental Figure, or rather the 
Subfiance of all Afia in Epitome* Then follow'd the 
Image of the Crefcent Moon in mafly Gold, with a 
. Train of Mountains of the lame Metal, whereon. 
wereWodds of Jet, Vines whofe Grapes were entirr 
Sapphires, and Animals all or Prophy-ry, grazing on; 
Fields of verdant Amethyfts. 
'% To falsify this glorious Shew, the Golden Image* 

of Jupiter, Mart, and V alias, came next in fight,. 
With thirty Crowns of Gold, born, up by the Chief 
Captains of his Army, as if to many Kingdoms were* 
dengn'd for their Rewards. And becaufe Gods and 
Qoddefis mould not want a Temple, Five hundred 
Slaves bore up a Jane, built all of mafly Silver, waft- 
ed with Gold. And at the Back of this appeared 
the Statue of the Conqueror, on which no Eye 
could fix, being crufted aver with Hyacinths and 
' Pearls 

Beholcf, my Mehemet, an Exuberance of human; 
Glory : Yet wonder not to fee a Man come after all * 

E % , ' . aMor.r 



.*.«• 
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• Mortal Man, I fay, made radiant as the Sun with 
borrow^ Jewels. And to compleat this fading Tri- 
umph, read thefe Letters, all pure Jafpers on his 
Chariot- Wheels: Armenia, Cappadoeia, Vaphlagcnia, 
Media, Colchis, Syria, Cilicia, Mefipotamia, Phoenicia, 
Faiefime, India, and the Defarts of Arabia. All thefe 
were the Gonquefts of this Triumphant Warrior, and 
yet his Deftiw in&lted over him. Poor Vompey, thou 
art gone, and all thy mighty Territories in the Eaji 
are now pollened by Sultan Mahomet, our glorious 

' Sovereign. 

And what need thee and I repine, after we have 
fcen all this ? Let Afdrubal aftonirti Carthage with 
the Glory of four Publick Triumphs : Yet that 
Theatre of his Honour quickly proves the Stage 
whereon he was degraded, ftripy ftark naked, and 
m Triumph led away by Death. So Marius, after 
he had been exalted to the Top of human Felicity 
on Earth, was fcen all naked, lying in a (linking 
Ditch. 

What is become of Nero*s Silver Gallery in tlie Ca- 
pitol? Or the pendant Gardens of Semiramis, which 

' coft no left than twenty Millions of Gold? Where is 
now the glittering Hall ot Atabalipa, King of Peru, 
whofe Pavement was of Saphires t Or the Gardens 
of Cyrus, fenced round with Pales of Gold ? Or 

: Cdjhr's Fountains garnilh'd with Dryads of the fame 
Metal ? Where is the Ivory Palace of Menelaus, or 
the Cryftal Louvre of Drufusf All thefe Things are 
vanifhM with their' Founders/ ' 

How wife and happy then was Saladine, the great 

and moft invincible Conqueror ofAfia, who triumph'd 

over himfeif i and in his victorious Return, cauied a 

Shirt to be carried before him on the Point ofa Spear, 

"with this Proclamation i That, after alt his Glories, he 

Jhonld carry nothing to the Grave but. that poor Shirt I So 

^Adrian, a Roman- Emperor, to qdalifytheexceffivejoys 

of his high JFortune, celebrated his own FYmeral and 

caus'd his Coffin to te born before him, when he Was 

to make a publick Cavakade through itm: This was 

*" r ■"'•*•' a Sacre^ 
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a Sacred Triumph, an Heroick Infult over himfclf 
and Death. 

Let thou and I, my Friend, imitate thcfe fage Ex- 
amples, and ever have the Image of Death before our 
Ey^s. Then we mall never mourn for the vain Trifles 
we have loft, or covet what we never cnjoy'd : But 
being ever content with what our Deftiny allots us, 
fhali pafi our Time away in a Divine Tranquillity. 

Mehemet, thou'lt find this to ' be a prbfitable and 
true Experiment. Try it, and the Ifliie will con- 
vince thee more than a thoufind Counsellors* 

Paris, tith ef the fth Moon*, 
of the Tear 1668. 



LETTER IL 

To Mohammed, the Illuftrious Eremit 
of Mount Uriel m Arabia the Happy. 

I. Lodge in a Houie near the Wall of Paris, which* 
gives me a daily Opportunity of Surveying out of 
my Window the adjacent Fields : Thefe extend them- 
fclves in a Plain for the Space of a League, or there- 
abouts; and then the Eye i? arretted by a lone Ridge- 
of rifing Ground, a Row of HiUs or Hillocks, not 
meriting the lofty Name of Mountains,, yet high: 
enough to put a Valley out of fliapc, and make the 
Horizon crump-backed. 

Thefe Hills are covcr'd thick with Woods and: 
Groves; among whofe verdant, fhady Tops, fbmo 
ftately Palaces lift up their glittering Crefrs, and make 
a fociable pleaiant Figure in thofe Solitudes. 

This Prorpc& reprefents fo much to the Life the 

V alley ofAdmoim in Arabia, the Place of my Nativity, 

that I could as well grafp Coals of Fire with naked 

Hands, and not be burnt, as caft my Eye out of my 

Wicydow on thi5 lovely Landskip, and notbeinftam'dt 

. £ 6 with 
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Wfrh ftcret Paffions for my Natrvt> Sbjl, the Place 
Where I firfl drew the Vital Air.' ItNis a perfect Mag- 
pet to my Spirit, wherefoever I am, attra&ing all my. 
Withes, Inclinations, and Dcfires. Methinks the 
Bafiern Winds at certain Hours waft to my ravifhed 
Ears the Whifpers ,of my Countrymen. Methinks, 
fometimes, I fee the Faces of my Kindred, and tjieir 
Rural Train ; I hear their Voices, and converJe fa- 
Hiiliariy with them, as though they were prefent : 
Such is the Magick of ftrong Defire and Sympathy * 
it (teals the Soul away from itfelf, and with fweet 
Violence unites it to the beloved Object, tho' at ne- 
ver £o great a Diltance. Thus when my wandering 
Thoughts have taken up their Refidence for a while 
in that delicious Vale where I was born, a far more 
-powerful Magnet draws 'erri to thy Cave, Myfteriou* 
Solitary, Mirror of Virtues, Exemplary Guide- «f 
fuch as confecrate themfelves to God. 

Glory to Him that was before All Time, the Fa~ 
iher of 'Eternal Ages. He changes not, yet Is the 
Source of indefatigable and unwearied Revolutions. 
He is the only independent, true, and felf-exiftent 
Being j the uncreated Eflence from whom all other 
Beings derive their Origin and Confer vatioti. He 
li the Trop and Bafis of the Univerfe. He is but 
One, the Primitive Unity, and cannot be divided 
.into Fractions : Yet every Species and Individual 
Being in the World participates a Share of his Divi- 
nity. Immortal Praifes exhale from all Creatures, 
and afcend like Clouds of Incenfe before the Throne 
of his Adorable Majefiy, or like Vapours which the 
grateful Earth returns in a hot Summer's Day, by 
way of Acknowledgement for the Benefits perpetu- 
ally flowing, on her from the Sun. So all the Ele- 
ments refpire their Thanks to Him that made them* 
The Firmament expands itfelfi and bows down to 
the Brims of this low Gipbej Sun, Mem, and Stars 
do ftoop and kifs the Floor o'th* Earth, in Token of 
profound Humility and Devotion to the Immortal 
Source of Light. Only ungrateful A^ajtrcpays the Boun- 
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ty of the Omnipotent with Neglects, Contempts, 
Affronts and Blaiphemies. I mean the general Part 
% of Human Race -, excepting always from this Charge 
y the Juft, the Innocent and Pious : were it not for 
fuch as thefe, the Divine Patience would be tir'd 
with the continual Profanations of vain Mortals. 

Oh ! Venerable Sylvan, thou art the only pacifick 
Victim of this iinful Age. Thy conftant Self-denials, 
Mortifications, *Abftinences, and the whole Syftem ot 
thy accompliih'd San&ity, ftop the Wrath of H#«- 
*ven from falling in large Catara&s on Mankind : 
When the Eternal Eye beholds thy Virtues, it drops 
down Tears of Love and Mercy on the Earth, glad 
that a Son of Adam "yet (urvives, not ftain'd with 
Vice. Thou art the efte&ual Propitiation for the fin- 
ful World. When Storms and Tempefts of impetu- 
ous Winds, when Lightning, Thunder, Hail or 
Rain difturb the Air, or Earthquakes menace more 
effectual Tragedies to the Earth, I think of thee, 
the Favourite of tieaven t and then repofe in full 
Security: Thy very Idea is my Shelter from all 
Evils : ,1 ftiroud myfelf under the Shade of thy in- 
violated Beard, over which the Razor never pafs'd. 
I take Sanctuary in the Umbrella of thy Arms, when 
-ifcretch'd in fervent Oraijbns : Thy Remembrance is 
toy certain Refuge in Calamity. 

1 am impregnated with Sacred Emulations of thy 
Virtue 5 I burn with fervent, paflionate Defires to be- 
come thy Difeiflet I languim to withdraw myfelf 
from this vain World, and from the contagious So- 
ciety of Mortals. How happy is the Life that is led in 
quiet Solitude ? Where the Soul can feel herfelf, and 
being awaken'd to a Senfe of her Immortal Strength, 
rouzes and vigoroufly (hakes off the. heavy Clogs of 
Sleep and Death : WJiilft the Divine Afflatus gently 
breathing oh the Intellect, and fanning the opprefled 
Sparks of Reafbn, which lay fmotherfng under a 
Heap of Errors, Lufts, Affections, and unlimited 
'Defires, kindles the Mind into a perfect Flame of 
tight,, which foon xoa&me* die RubbiJh of bodily 

1 . Plea. 
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Pleasures, diflipates the Smoke and Mifts of pampcr'd 
Flefh and Blood, "and then a Man becomes all radiant 
within, ihining with unclouded Splendors. 

We Mortals feem to be rank'd in a Middle State, 
between the Separate Spirits and Beafis ; Our Virtues. 
make us like the firmer, our Vices like the latter. For 
when a Man has quite fubdued his Appetites, and 
Reafbn fits Triumphant in her Throne, he is Jik* 
an Angel, living above the Race of* his ' Mortality, 
He does not, with the Stagyrite, place Virtue in a* 
Medium, or rank the Excefs of Goodnefs in the Pre* 
dicament of Vice ,* but makes direct and fwift Advan- 
ces to the Zenith, of Heroick Generofity, fcorning to 
halt or make lame mungrel Capitulations with him* 
felf, as if he were afraid of being too good. 

I would ask a Petipatetick, whether it be a Virtue 
or a Vice, in him that ftomaching the enormous Vil- 
lanies of wicked Men, boils up with an exceflive ve* 
hement Anger ? Or whether a Man can err in loving 
God too much, or in conceiving too violent a Sor- 
row for his pad Offences, or who can be top 

• thankful for the Favours of Heaven f no! the far- 
ther Difhnce Virtue kjseps from this cold, earthly 
Mediocrity, the brighfer is its Splendor. And fo on 
the other Side, the greater is the Barbarifm, Bru- 
tality and infernal Stamp of Vice, by how much 
more remote it is from this Indifference. In a word, 
Virtue and Vice are two contrary Extremes: So Piety 
is diametrically oppofite to Prophanenefs j Intempe- 
rance to Sohiety'\ Fortitude to Cowardice-, Incon- 
tinence _ to. Chafiity $ Avarice to Bounty ; Modejty 
to Impudence 5 Pride to Humility', Enmity to Friend* 

+foip, 8cc. 

Now the Mediums between theft Extremes* are Hy» 
pocrify between Virtue and Vices Superfiition between 
Piety and Prophanenefs j Bafhfulnefs between Modefiy 
and Impudence, and lb of the reft. 

Yet afer all, 'tis neceflary to obferve a Medium in 

thofe Things which pertain to mortal Life, and to the- 

Perpetuation of Maiikind: Such «e Mots, Drink*, 

~ Natural. 
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.- Natural Patiions of the Body and Mind, proceeding 
. from the alternate Scnfe ot Pieafiire and Pain. $o 
when we are pre&d with Hunger and Thirft, we 
ought not prefently to covet the plentiful Tables and 
fiiperfluous Banquets of the Great } but rather fucha 
Diet, as being eafily prepar'd, may fatisfy the Cra- 
vings of our Nature, without nauieating and giving 
us a Surfeit. To this End, the Divine Providence 
* has fcatter'd up and down the Surface of this Globe, 
an infinite Variety of Roots, Herbs, Fruits, Seeds, 
with ail Sorts of Corn and Pulfe. The Cattle afford 
us Plenty of Milky the Bees are no Niggards of 
their Honey j the Fountains, Rivers, and Lakes 
abound with ever fp ringing frcfh Supplies of fweet 
refrelhing Water. We alfo have the Ufe of Salt, Oyl, 
Wine, and other exhilcrating Beverages $ that being 
content with fo many Benefits and Enjoyments, we 
might prolong our Lives in this World by Sobriety, , 
as in a mod piea&nt Garden or Paradife of Health. 

But, alas! inftcad of gratefully acknowledging the 
Bounty of Heaven, and pregnant Fertility or the 
Earth 5 inftead of fitting mannerly down at the Table, 
which God has fpread and cover'd for us with iuch a 
Train of Fcftival Dainties, \ve break the Rules of 
Hoipitality; and ruining violently on the Creatures- 
under his Prote&ion, we kill and flay at Pleafure, 
turning the Banquet to a cruel Maflacre> being 
transformed into a Temper wholly Brutal and Vo- 
racious, we glut ourielves with Flefh and Blood of 
* fliughter'd Animals, Oh! happy he that can con- 
tcnthirofelf with Herbs, and other genuine Pro- 
duds of the Earth ; that fleeps as well in a fclitary 
Cave, upon a Bed of Mofs or Leaves, as in a Palace* 
on a Couch of Down. He never wants, becaufe he 
1 never defircs what is not in his Power. He is not 
burden'd with a Crowd of Servants and flattering 
Retainers; nor his Repofe diAurb'd with early and 
late Addrefles of pretended Friends, officious Syco- 
phants, importunate Petitioners, sod other fretting 

TJuiiaefi of the World. 

...... .- : wh ^ 
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Why (hauld 1 longer then demur or hefitate? 
What hinders me from prefcntly embracing a Courfc 
of Life, that promifes \o much Happinefs ? A Dis- 
cipline that will at, once free me from a Thoufand 
Tyrannies of Imperious Lufts, and Hoftile Paflions ? 
I (hall then have no need of Money, or the Help of ^ 
crofs-grain'd Servants. I (hall not want a Multitude 
of Goods, the nccdlefi Pageantry Of fiiperfluous Or- 
naments, to make a dazzing Figure, and draw the 
Eyes of People to a Reverend Admiration. I (hall 
be free from fottifti Drowfinefs, and turbulent Dreams. 
My Lungs will in my Sleep refpire the Air with 
Eaie: Whilft gentle Slumbers, mix'd with happy 
Viiions, fliall tranfport my Soul to unknown Worlds* 
No Fevers, Gouts or Dyfentcries (hall invade my 
Health, nor magifterial Menaces of Empiricks^be- 
fpeakmy certain Death, unlefs I will patiently fubm it 
to all the needlefs Tortures they arc contriving for 
me, and tamely fwallow down their new- invented 
Poifons, and be rack'd to Death in Hopes of Eafc^- 
and Life. From all which horrid Circumftances, a' 
{lender innocent Diet, not flain'd with Blood of. any 
Aniirtal, will fet me free. 

Holy Eremite, the Idea. I have of this Manner of 
Life, makes a profound and durable I m predion on 
my Soul. I am ravifhed with the Sentiments of Plata 
and Vythagorasy and refblutely bent to undergo the 
Difcipline of their Philofophy. I will firft endeavour 
to rid myftlf of vain Affections, Habits, and pro- 
phane Negotiations of the Earth; 111 gradually die 
to all Concupifcence and bodily Pieamre, that fo 
I may by equal Steps revive to the Contemplation of 
Celeftial Things. Then being free from every Spot 
and Stain contradbed in the Days of my Security and 
Carelefhefs, my Thoughts and Works will be ac- 
ceptable to God\ who in return, will certainly infufe 
into my defecate Mind a fecret Virtue, the Magick 
of this Vifibte World -, which purifying my SouTyet 
farther, will prepare it for the laft and higheft Gift 

of 
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of the Eternal Bounty to our Race whilft in this 
Life; to wit, a Power of doing Supernatural Things, 
and of Foretelling Events to come. 

Do thou but pray it may be fo, and all the Powers 
of Hell can never prevail againft me > For thou haft 
the Ear of the Omnipotent. 

Paris, %d of the %th Moon, 
of the Year 1668. 



LETTER III. 

To Hamet Rcis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 



IN this Time of Wars with Nazarenes, when the 
Ottoman Fury is rouz'd and provok'd by Infidels j, 
it will not be araifi to expofe the Nakednefs of 
Europe to the Supreme Divan, which is on Earth the 
dofe Committee of the Court above. 

I chufe to addrefs my Letter to thee, in Compli- 
ance with my former Orders, wherein thou fecmedft 
pailionately defirous to know the prefent State of 
' Chriftendem. God give thee a perpetual Serenity, 
Scribe of the Scribes : May'ft thou never be troubled 
with a running Eye, a lhaking Hand, or the Tooth- 
ach. As for me> I'm a perredfe Magazine of Di£ 
eafes, a walking Hofpital, the School of MfiuUpius 
where the neceflary God has Scope to vent his Skill 
on all the various Kinds of Maladies, which af&i& 
our mortal Race : Gouts, Fevers, Cramps, and 
horrid Dyfentcrics, are as common with me as my 
daily Diet. 

However, amid ft all thefe Afflictions, I ferve the 
Grand Signier and my Friends with a cordial Alacrity i 

» never 
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never grudging to faerifice my Eafe and Health to " 
the Intereft of True Believers. 

The Face of Europe is much changed fince the De- 
cline of the Roman E&pire, and the Ufurpations of 
the Topes. That once mighty Monarchy is now 
fhrunk into a very narrow Cortipafs, being (hut up 
within the Confines of Germany \ which formerly 
was but a Province of the Ancient Empire. All * 
Italy is revolted. So are the S-miffes, and the United 
States of the Low-Countries. The Hans-Tawns, 
wjiich in Time pad paid Homage to the Emperor y ^ 
have now fhaken off the Yoke, and arc become 
Independent Commonwealths. Tranjylvania plays faft 
arid loofe with him, according as their Intereft 
requires. Livonia laughs at his Menaces, as appear* 
by the Anfwer they fent to Charles V. when he 
demanded their Submiffions, and that they would 
returo (to their Native Allegiance, otherwife threat- 
ning them with Fire and Sword. For ail the Reply 
they made, was, That they knew the Emperor's 
Horfe would be founder'd, before he could reach the 
Frontiers of their Country- 

'Tis a general Observation, that fince the Reign? 
of Rodolph I. above Two Hundred Principalities and 
States have fallen off from the Empire. And thofe 
that yet continue in their Obedience, I mean the 
EleSUral Princes* claim Co many Privileges, ftand fo 
much upon PuncWio's and Prerogatives, that there re- 
mains now little more of the Imperial Majefty and 
Power, fave the bare Title and outward Pomp. It 
is remarkable, That within theft Three Hundred . 
Years, no lefs than Nine German Emperors have been 
murder'd, and many mere have been depos'd and 
banifiYd. To firm up all in a few Words: If we fur- 
vey the prefent State of the German Empire accurate- 
ly, if we pry na'rrowly into its true Cir cum fiances, 
we fhall find* that after all the Clatter of his noify 
^Titles, the Emperor can call nothing properly his 
own, but his Hereditary Eft ate io Aufirta, which is 

hardly 
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.Tiardly equivalent to the Territories of ibme Lords 
whom he calls his Vaffalt. 

The Germans in * general are a rude, unpolifiYd 
People ; greedy of Novelties, inoonftant, rafh, per- 
fidious, and very, phlegmatick > much addicted to 
unnatural Lufls, and inceftuous Copulations. 'It is 
recorded of Barbara the Emprefs, Wife to Sigifmund 
another Mejfalbia, that after her Husband's Death, 
her Confe/for adviling her to reform her Manners, 
and live more chaftly, like the Turtle \ (he anfwcr'd, 
if I muft imitate the Life of Birds, why not ef a Sparrow* 
as well as a Turtle 3 Her Brother Frederick was much 
iiich another : For at Ninety Years of Age he mur- 
dered his Wife fot> the Sake of a Strumpet. And 
being adviied to repent, and think of his Grave; 
lie (aid, I am now fiudying my Epitaph, which J defign- 
jhall be comprized in theft Words : 



'ffbis is my Way to Hell-, I know not 
what I (hall ~jind there ': What J 
have left behind me> I know. I 
abounded in all Delights, whereof 
I carry nothing with me : Neither 
my dainty Meats, or pie af ant Wines y 
or whatsoever my infatiable Luxu- 
ry exbaujled* 



Drunhennefs is faid ta be the Original Sin of Ger- 
many, from whence it fpread itfelf into other Coun- 
tries. They give this Character of a German, " -That 
" he is an Animal which drinks more than he can 
" carry: A Tun that contains more than he can ex- 
«« pre&" They tell a Story of Four old Saxons, who 

at 



u 
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at one Sitting drank as many Healths as they coukf 
make up Years amongfl them, which amounted. tg 
Three Hundred. And 'tis recorded of a certain 
German Count, that he ufed to make his Children, 
whilft yet Infants, drink luftily, to prove whether 
they -were of his own begetting or no : For if 
they grew lick after it, he prefently concluded 
them to be Baftards* but H fit hey could bear the 
Debauch well, he cnerifhed thlern as his own trad 
Offspring. In a word, thou mayeft have the fame 
Idea of the Germans at this Day, as Solyman the Mag* 
nificent had in his Time, who ufed to fty, " I- flight 
" the Germans above all other People of Eur of 9% 

becaufe they are always at Diftord among them- 

felves, nor can they ever be united any more 
u than my Fingers and Toes. They cannot erldure 
" L-ibour, and are the excefiiveft Gluttons and 
M Drunkards in the World: They always maintain 
" a Regiment of Whores in their Camp. Their 
" Generals take more Pride in their Feathers, than 
u in their Military Anns, 

In a word, the German is . & over-run with alT 
Rinds of Vice, that he wants nothing to make him 
a compleat Devil, but only a little Tin&ure of the 
Italian Qualities, according to the Proverb, Tudefia 
Italianato e un Diabolo Incarnato ; A German Italia- 
niz/d, is a Devil Incarnate. 

*Tis certain, the 'French have fo weaken'd *em on 
one Hand, and the Swedes on the other i that confi- 
dering the frequent Troubles they meet with from 
the Hungarians, Bohemians, and other Tributary Na- 
tions, belides the Inteftine Feuds of the EleStoral 
Princes ; we need not fear the blunted Talons of the 
Eagle, which are fcarce 'ftrong enough to llipport 
her tottering State, or prop her from falling into 
Ruin : So far is (he from being able to ofrend her 
Neighbours, that flie never makes War her Choice, 
or takes the Field but by Compulnon in her own 
Defence, 

I Iliuifa^ 
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IllttftrwusHtftf**/, T'prayGiw/infpiretheVi&oriou* 
Ofmans with Prophetick Courage and Refblution, 
aftd the final Conquefb of Germany will ibon be the 
Prize of True Believers, 

- Paris, fth of the i oth Moon, 
of the Tear 1668. 
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LETTER IV. 

t 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 

Vienna. 



TH E Friendjfhip- that has been contracted be- 
tween thee and *me, ever fince it was thy 
Fortune to ferve the Grind Stgnior in that Station, 
obliges us both to mutual Sincerity. Befides, the 
Duty and Allegiance we owe our Sovereign, requires' 

•Plain-dealing between us. Wc ought to (hun Flat- 
tery as the Bane of all friendly Engagements, the 
.Peil of the Courts of Princes, and the General Con- 
tagion which infects chiefly the mpft Effeminate 
Part of Mankind. Such as are thefe Wtfiem N«- 
zjtrenesy who abound in a Thoufand little Compiai- 
fances and falfe Civilities : Thus fuflering their 
own Integrity to be corrupted, their Virtue and, 
Faftnefs of Spirit to be iurpriz<\i and debauched 5 
whilft their Friends, by thefe Means, not feldom 
run on Precipices, and fall into inevitable Ruin. 
In a word, they betray one another and themfelves, 
out of pretended good Nature. * 

By what I Have faid, thou wilt comprehend, that 
I do not reprove thee out of Spite, Envy, Malice, 
or an affected Gravity* when I tell thee, that you 
took wrong Meafurcs, in endeavouring to fet the 

, Emperor's Palace on Fire, or to, poifon him at his 

Dinner. 
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Dinner. I told thee once before, that thefe prepoftc- 
Toas Methods will never take EfFe£h Befides, they" 
will do the Grand Signior no Service. 
' Though thou art feemingly engaged in the G*ufe 
of the Malcontents, remember that thy Buiinefs 
is different from theirs. W-hat fignifies it to thee, 
whether the Hungarians have their Liberties, 
Rights and Privileges granted them,, or no ? Or 
.what Reafon hail thou to efpoufe the Intereft of the 
Evangelicks t gather than that of the Catholicks, any 
farther than as an Umbrage to cover the greater 
Defigns thou haft in Hand, as an Agent Incognito 
for the Grand Signior. Let the Jefults purfue their 
own Game, and the Eroteftants theirs : Stand thou 
Neuter in the main, and rather endeavour to 
keep both Parties in a Counterpoize, than to turn 
the Scales for either. For the Sultan will gain by 
the Drvifions of the Nazarenes, let the Caie go 
how Jt will between themfelves. Befides^ there 
are Catholicks engaged ia the EaBion, as well as 
Protefiants. Tis rather a Civil Quarrel, than a 
Religious one. The Nobles and Gentry of Hungaria 
and Tranfylvania. are "concerned for their Eftates? 
more than for their Churches, They fee the Im- 
perial Court wants Money, and it is a Crime for 
an Hungarian to~be Rich. Thole that have the 
Supreme Power in thefe Cafes, will find Reafon 
enough to condemn a wealthy Lord, whether he be 
guilty or not. 

Tis this puts them upon caballing and entring 
into Confederacies, that fo they may conlultthe Means 
of their own Safety, and be in a Pofture to defend 
themfelves. 

I perceive the Count de Serini has made another 
Addreis for the Government of Cardfiadt, and been 
repulfed ? Jofepb Ear] of Ha&erftein, and Knight of 
Maltha, being appointed to fucceed the Count J* 
jiverfperg in that Honour. Which is an evident Sign, 
that the Emperor Jias no good Opinion of Serini, 
ADtwitManding all his former good Services. And- 

thi* 
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this is enough to alienate a Man of his great Cou- 
rage and Merit. " ^ 

Count Frangipani alfo has his particular Di (con- 
tents : So has Tat em bach, with many other potent 
Lords of Hungary and Croatia. Indeed, the whole 
Body of thole Nations are drfobliged and almoft 
wearied out with the continual Qppreflions of the 
Germans. 

Nathan, thou wilt find it no hard Matter to bring 
'em to a NecefTity of putting themfelves under the 
Grand Signior's Prote&ion : 'Tis thy Part to cheriih 
their Difcontents. As for the Imperial Court, thou 
may*ft perceive they are reiblv'd to mortify thefc 
People, and to take from them all Opportunities 
and the very Capacity of rebelling, * by not faffering 
the Natives of Hungary and Croatia to poflefs any 
Office of Command. 

Every Party pur fues its own Inter eft, and Co muft 
we ours. Selr*Prefcrvation is the Root of all mu- 
tual Society and Juftice. . Take care or thyfelf, thy 
Friends, and the Caufe thou art engaged in, and 
then thou needeft not fear any Qualms of Conference. 
In fine, I counfel thee "to put in Practice the Ad- 
vice of one of thy own Rabbi's, Jefus Ben Syrach j 
Be not over-juft. 

Paris, ijth of the nth Moon, 
of the tear 1668. 




LET- 
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LETTER V, 

To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Mafier 
of the Grand Signiortf Cujloms at 
Conftantinople. 

PRepare thyfelf for forprizing News, and receive 
it with a Moderation becoming a Man. Oucou- 
mithe*oux Mother is dead. One and the fame Night 
lodg'd her in the Apartments of Hymen, and the 
Chambers of Death. Before the Days of the Nuptial 
Solemnities were over, the mournful Rites of her 
funeral commenced: She made but one Remove 
from her Marriage-Bed to the Grave. 

If thou wondereft, that a Woman of her Age, 
being Seventy Five Years old, and having already had 
Two Husbands, fhould marry a Third j Know, that 
it was not Dotage, but Difcretion, which prompted 
her to take this Courfe. The Integrity, Wifdom, 
and prudent Conduct of Eliachim the Jew, had 
charm'd her Affc&ions long ago, and improved her 
Acquaintance with him into a ftri£r> and virtuous 
Friemdihip. , As a Mother, (he ow'd him Rcfpecl: and 
Love for his conftant Fidelity to me : And on her 
own Account, (he could not but entertain Senti- 
ments of Efteem and Gratitude for a Man, who had 
been.fb nicely careful to prefer ve her Pcrfbn and 
Honour from Injury and Violence, ever fince me 
came to ?%ris. For lie alone, among the many 
Myriads of People inhabiting this C//v, was thi 
-only Confident both of her Secrets and mine. In 
a word, thefe Regards, with fbnrc others of Piety, 
7>eal and good Nature, made her willing to become 
his Wire, who in all Things had performed the Part 
of a Friend, and a Pcrfoa of Honour. 

Befides 
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Befides all, this, it was really her Tntereft thus to 
diipbfe of her latter Days in a foreign Country, where 
fte knew no body but Eliachim and me* As for me, 
flic confidercd that my Life was not only fubjedfc to 
the feme Casualties wjth other Mortals, and that I 
might be fnatched away by a Thoufand Deaths * but 
that my Station here was very precarious, and I 
might DC fuddenly recalled by my Superiors to : Con- 
Jlavtiwple, or at leaft be removed to iome other Pofi- 
whither fhe could not accompany rnc, . ;being inca- 
pable of bearing, at thefe Years, the Hard (hips and 
Fatigues of Travel : t That after ray Departure, f}ie 
mould be neglected, contemned, an<i abandoned by 
til, but thole who would defire her Death for the 
iake of her Money and Jewels* 

In the-fe Circumftances, to remain a Widow, pro- 
fefling the Faith of Mahomet, and believing the Al- 
coran, in a Region and City fwarming with Infidels, 
would have been but an uncomfortable as well as a 
dangerous Condition. Wherefore having had Expe- 
rience of Eliachim* s Virtue, and incorrupt Manners, 
he alfb making Addrefle* of Love to her, arid giving 
her Encouragement to hope that he would become 
a Mujfulman, fhe yielded at laft to the Thoughts of 
taking him for her Husband, and they were married 
on the 7 th of this Mmw, in a private Synagogue of the ' 
Jvmst For they are not allpw'd a Fub'tick one in this 
City, as they arc in many other Cities of Europe. : 

, My Mother appeared neither too deie&edly fad, T . 
nor profufeiy merry, during the Nuptial Feaft. But 
comporting herfelr with a chearful Rcfervedneis, 
feemed to have her Thoughts rather fixed on fome- 
thing eHe, than the vain Ceremonies, Noifc, and? 
Mirth of the Company; It looks as if her. Prophe-, 
tick Soul was fenhble of its approaching Releafe : 
For, to be brief, (he was found dead in her Bed next 
Morning. : 

- Brother, (he is now m her Sepulchre, at reft from * 
all the Toils < of Human Life. Let not this News affect . 
thee with fruitkfs Melancholy, fincc Death is the 

F com-" 
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common Fate of all Mortals. Ratfecr advance the 
Blifi of our deceased Parent, with devout Oraifons 
for her Soul ; re mem bring that ere long we- (hail 
be in the fkmt Condition. For tho' Man, iike a. 
Moth, be paffionately enamour'd with- the Light of 
this- World: tho* he flutter and dance about it for a 
while, basking in the Splendor and Warmth' of his 
good Fortune, yet at length he is conftm'd by the 
very Flame which gave him Nourishment, and foils 
a* Vi&im to his own Pleafure. 

Paris, the $th of the ift Moon, 
ef the Year 1669. 

% 

LETTER VI. 

3fr Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

I Sent thee a Letter fomc Days ago, wherein I 
exposed the general Nakednefs, Imbecility, and 
languishing State or the German Empire in this Age. 
My Difpatsh abounded with Characters of then' 
Vices : It has defcribed ex*6tty the prefent Eclipfe 
of ancient Imperial Majefty, Power and Strength, 
the Revolt of many Principalities and Slates, the 
" Feuds and Difcord of thofe that yet remain in 
Obedience, and pay a Seeming Homage to Cafar- y 
with many other Things, which being well con- 
fider'd, may for the future prevent, or at leaft di- 
minilh that Confternation and panick Terror, which; 
nies to feifce the Hearts of Mujfulmans, when we 
are in War with the Emperor. 

Now, as a farther Incentive and Encouragement 
to take up Arms againft the Infidels ; as a Spur to 
certain Victory and Conqueft, I will unlock the 

Trca- 
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Treasures of the Country, without taking Notice 
of the Inhabitants. And iince nothing more excites ' 
the Resolution and Valour of military Men, than 
the Hopes of Plunder* and parting awdy*a c Cam- 
paign in, Plenty of aH neceflary Comfort^,' I will* 
give thee a truV Account of the natural Dowry of 
thefe Regions, the Riches of the Soil, and ther 
Wealth, which Commerce with other Nations, to- 
gether with the Spoils of former Wars/ the fnduftry; 
of the People, and the Benevolence of Fdrtutre have' 
added tt> their Store. l . V \ : 

Germany abounds in Generous Wlfl^s, atfd thole 7 . 
mi>re laftmg than any other* in %W6fe. The Ktieriifll 1 
Wines will keep above Fifty ¥ears; The 'wines bf 
the Bicker are wholefbme, and clear as Water from! 
the Rock: Thole of Franconia are ftrong and opera-: 
tive; the Auftrian Grape is fweet and lulcious. Se-r 
vera! Roman Emperors have prefetr'd the Fruits of the 1 . 
Herman Vintage to thofe of iJaiy arid Greece. And' 
fuCh is the iuperabundant? Plenty of Vineyards, tiiat 
at a Place c&&k$tuigarJS there is' a Proverb current* 
that they have mor* Wine thanjfater. If our- fant- 
xaries knew this, they would beibV an Expedition 
into Germany: Nay tney temper their Mortar wit£. 
Wine in fbme Places, and flack their Lime with it. 

They have ftrong Beverages alia, made of Barley, 
Wheat, and other Grain* which/, they "tranfobrt; 
from Brunfwkk, BreJJav, Delfb, bantzjek; Lu&eck,, 
ild Other Places, to moft Countries in,, the North 
and Whft of Europe, They likewile make a- Sort of. 
Wine of Honey, as ftrong and fweet as the Wine of 
Candy. 
' Tnere is Abundance of Frankincenfe and Myrrh, 
in Moravia, of Saffron in Aujlria, of Ucorice in 
Jtraricohfa) of Madder for Dyers In Silefia> of Amber 
in Thuringia. 

There are innumerable Orchards full of all de* 

lettable Fruits j the Fields 'ftarid thick with Coin, 

the Paftures are throngfd with Cattlei*arid they have 

-A Breed of the ftoutcft Horfes in the World. The; 
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l\ayc Timber enough to fervc all. the Nations, in < 
the World for Shipping. But that which is. mod . 
inviting, is the Variety of Mines of Gold, Silver, . 
Copper, J Lead; Tin and Iron. Before America was 
diicQvered. Germany was the Teru and. Petofi of all 
J&ropel They have alio Plenty of Marble as bright 
as Cryftal. 

Beiides their native and . Domeftick Riches, they • 
have mightily improved their Stock by Foreign , 
Commerce ; exchanging their Superfluities tor \ 
Things more precious, and of greater Value ; . 
>yhi$h in a cqnftant Courfe ,ef Bartering, brings 
into the German Corfers many hundred Millions , of , 
Crowns in a Year.. In a Word, their Cities are fb 
rich, that when' they, have been pillaged by an . 
Enemy, .tfcc Booty or one .City has. been valued at . 
Two Millions of Crowns m ready Money, befides 
Plate, and Jewels, The cpmrribn Soldiers have, made . 
Hilts for their Swojrds,ancl Daggers of Gold and Sil- 
ver i niy, tome would make their very Helmets of 
the fame Metals. 'Pubiick Gaming Tables have been 
ftt up in the Streets, anajt has' been common for 
a private Trooper to win or .lofe Five or Ten Thou- 
land Crowns at a Time; TJiis would be rare Sport 
tor our Janizaries and Spabts. 

I tell thee, Serene JMiniJkr, considering the Im- 

itnenfe Wealth of -Germany, and the Degeneracy ofr 

ts Inhabitants, Vrwidenct feems to invite our^ Arms 

*b make a Conqiieft. of thbfe fertile Regions, and. 

take from the tJncircumcifed the Goods which, forfeit 

them. 1 They abufe the Gifts of Nature and Fortune, 

fcy employing them to the Ends of Vice; whereas 

the True Believers ,. were they once poflefs'd of them, 

would tiirn' thertt to virtuous Purposes/ the pubiick 

Advantage, the Increafe of the Emfire 9 Glory ot God 

and Propagation of the Taith UndefiUd. 

* Paris," 13/fc cfthe 4th won, ' 
ef the Xiat x6oo. 
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LETTER VII. 

. To Hebatolk, Mir Argun, Superior 
of the Convent of Derviches at Cogni 
in Natolia. 



• J*T*Was with a fpecifick kfnd of Joy not eafy to 

JL be dcfin'd, that I received thy venerable DIP- 
' paten. I perus'd the welcorhe Orders therein con- 
tained With ' a Delight not in the leafr inferior to 
his, who being abandoned to Diftrefs and mifcrable 
Poverty, has by good Luck difcovcred a hidden 
, Wealthy Treafure : For fo my Spirit is ravifhed, 
to find in this degenerate A^e, a rich Refer ve of 
Piety and Devotion to the ancient Prophets of Goi>. 

I'm glad to hear the Character of John the bapttft, 
which 1-fent thee formerly, was (b well accepted 
by thee, and all the Religious under thy Charge, 
tnat thou vouchfafeft only to acctife the Short* cl> of 
the Relation, defiring a more particular Account of 
that Trofhofs Manner of living, efpccially of his #b- 
ftmence, and what may be the mod proper Inter- 
pretation of the Grecian Word AKeiJkf , mentioned 
in the Hiftory of his Life. 

Praife be to God, who has infpired thee with this 
critical Regard to one of his moft H*ly Mejfengers. I 
revere thy learned Soul, and that accomplifh'd In- 
tellect which is ever bufy, prying into weighty and 
important Matters. I honour thy impartial Mind, 
which fcruples not to pay th* Attach that is due to a 
Saint, tho* of the ChrMian Kalendar. If welhpuld 

• rejeft all that the Followers of Jefus do, wc ftiould 
neither Faft, Pray, give Alms, or perform any other 
good Works. Therefore in this, thou art an Ex- 
emplary Pattern to the rigid, foperftitious Sort of 

F 3 MMjfuteam 
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Muffsdman Tanaticks, who bear an endlefs Grudge 
againft all thofe that are not of their narrow Faith, 
and dark Opinion. 

Glory be to God, with whom the WORD Was 
prefent from the Dawning of Eternal Light, before jthe 
Morning of his Works had peep'd o'er the Mountains 
of the antient Chaos, or penetrated the dark Abyfs 
and mifty Vale of Nothing, and painted the Tops of 
the Creation, the higheil Ranks of Beings, with 
Splendors of the early Day. Before the Sun had 
drank the immortal Halo in, and fpong'd up all the 
viiible Beams, to fqueeze them out again upon the 
Moon and Stars, and on the lower World. That 
WORD remains for ever, and at a determined Hour 
became incarnate, in the Perfbn of Jefns the Son of 
Mary, as the Holy Alcoran informs us. 

In thofe Days John the Baptift went into the 
Wildcrnefs, and preached Repentance to the Jews* 
foretelling the near Approach of the Mrffias* The 
iacrcd Hero made a Cave his Refidtnce* and- at 
fir ft, to wean his Body from all Softnefs, he wore 
a Veft or Shirt of Camel's Hair, which was girt 
about him with a Belt made of that painful and 
religious Creatures Skin, to put him in mind, that 
he was born for holy Labours, Toils, and Mor- 
tifications. He had no Table fpread with far- 
fetch'd coftly Dainties j no Dilhes cramm'd with 
bloody and large Inventories of Birds, four-footed 
' Beads, and Fifh. His Diet was fimple, cheap, and 
innocent, eafy to be got in every Wood or Field, 
without the Detriment of his* Fellow-Animals. For- 1 
.he either contented himfelf with a Repaft on Honey, 
which he found in hollow Trees ; or on a kind 
of Manna, a fweet Dew falling on their Leaves, and 
there condens'd by heavenly Influence ; or clfe it » 
*<was a kind of lufcions Moifture, which he fucked 
from certain Plants, perhaps not much unlike our 
Sugar-canes, For thus Interpreters do differ about 
the Words to (Mkt a Jeeor* Whatever it was we may 
conclude it to be .feme tender, light and eafy Nou- 
:>*: *••.•.-: : rifhment : 
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rtthment*. And when this Diet fail'd him, or his Sto- 
mach reqiiror'd a little more Variety, he banqueted on 
what the Grecians call *xeiAf* Some will have thefii 
to be a kind of Locufts or Grafkoppers, a Meat indulged 
'the Jem by Mof$s in the Law. The Syrians alio 
counted them a Dainty ; fb did the ancient Tthhians, 
as ArlfUtU and Vtim tell us* Add my Countrymen 
the Arabians eat of them to this Day. Others are of 
Opinion, that thefe dxtlfot were a fort of little 
Shell*fi(h, fiich as Crabs, Crayfifh, or Shrimps, which 
Nature has generally lodg'd in 'Holes along the Banks 
of Rivers. A pleafant, temperate fort of Diet, com- 
mended for their Virtues in expelling Poiibn, and 
'being Remedies for the Strangury, and Antidotes to 
cure the Biting of mad Dogs . 

The Divine Prophet therefore oft frequenting the 
Waters of the- River Jordan, wherein he ufed to 
-wafh his Converts and DifcipUs s thefe Men fiippoie, 
ihe took occ&fion to allay his Hunger with the 11* 
little Shell-fi(h which he might eafily take in 
mighty Numbers from their watry Nefts.' And they 
^endeavour to ftrengthen this Opinion, v by averting, 
That the Food which the Waters afford us, is much 
more pure and holy than what the Earth brings > 
forth, in regard the Earth lies under the Male- 
diction of God ever fince Noah's Flood, whereas 
-the Waters never were eurs'd. Hence, &y they, 
it is very probable, that the coniecrated Hero would 
not defile his fpotlefs Life with curfed Banquets from 
the Earth, but rather ehofe to appeaie his Hunger 
with the harmlefs, blcfled, and wholefome Product 
-of the Waters. - 

If thou wilt have my Opinion after all, I'm apt to 
•think thefe dxeijie were nothing elfe but the tender 
•Tops of Plants, fuch as we call Afparagm, or per- 
haps they were the wild Apples of the Wood, and then 
we may fiippofc there's feme Miftake in the Greek 
-Copy. «xeUV* for &**&&*. Or it may be, the hofy 
Prophet in the proper Seaibn of the Year, did ufe to 
•crop and eat the Ears of Barley, and then-the Word 

F 4 fhould 
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Ihould be >e£jtft/<fc. For what could be more iwee* 
and plcafant to an abftemious Man, than to fuftain 
his Life with Fruits, Grains, Herbs or Roots? Not 
;did the Malediction . reach the Vegetables, but only 
the Animal Generations, from which a perfect Man 
abrtaifl* 

Certainly thofe, who out of an A verfion for Purity, 
Prayer, and Fading, turn themielves from human 
Bodies to Swine, and from religious Abftinence 
to falvage gormandizing on Flefh, feem, to derive 
their Pedigreee from a Race of Devils : EfpeciaHy 
-fuch as after the manner of Spiders, gathering Poifbn 
from the Flowers of Piety, bkipheme this facred 
Virtue of Abftinence, and call it by the infamous 
Name of Superftitfonf • , 

For if the Veneration we pay to God confift m the 
Knowledge, Love, and Fear of his Divine Majefty, 
with Adoration and Praife of his Eternal Attri- 
butes* it follows, that we ought to worihip him 
with the moft fervent Application of our Spirit*. 
But this religious Ardor cannot fub/ift- in any Soul, 
whole Body is not mortified $ nor can the Body 
be mortified without Aufterity, which always is ao- 
compaay'd with rigorous Falling *nd Abftinence 
from Flefh. Wherefore if we af?end to.Gc*p by 
the very fame Degrees as we fall from him, it fol- 
lows, tnat Abftinence is the firft Step to Immorta- 
lity and fupreme Happinefs. 

I do not mean by Abftinence, that natural A verfion 

which lbme Men have for Flem, who never durft to 

.tafte of any in their Lives, compelled to this by fbroe 

occult Antipathy in their Stomachs- For fiich a Ne- 

ceflity cannot make a Virtue, it being common to 

Men and Brutes j there being many Animals, who 

raft from all Provender certain Seafbns of the Year*, 

and others that tafte not fbme kinds of Food during 

•their Lives : So there are^fome Men to whom Wine, 

.Ftefli, Chcefe, Apples* Herbs, and. other Things, 

are an Abomination from their Cradles. There have 

been others, who, by a Praeternajural .NeoeflUy 

. . . . . have 
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, have liv'd forae Days, Weeks, Months and Years, with- 

. out either Meat or Drink. So Plato records, That 
Herns Pampbilius lay ten whole Days among the Dead 
Carcaies of Soldiers {lain in Battel* and when he 
was taken up to be laid on the Funeral Pile, they 
perceived him to be alive. Laertes tells u§, That 
Pythagoras fafted forty Days and forty Nights from 

. Meat and Drink. From whom Apollonius Jtyantus 
learned the Art of keeping almoft a perpetual Fad, 
And thafe Modern Times afford us the Example 
of a Spaniard whom they call Alcapttre, who every 
Moon ufed to faft for feven Or eight Days together*.. 
So a famous German Maid was diligently obferved 
and watched, whilft ihe pafs'd away full feven Years 
Time without Meat, Drink, Sleep or Excrements. 
France alio boafts another Virgin* who rafted, above 
three Years together. 

Such Abftinences as thefe are not to be put ta the 
Account of Virtue, in- regard they were not the 
EfTe&s of human Choice, but the Decrees of Fate* So 
would our Abftincnce be depraved, if we fhoukl 
only pra&ife it, as the old Gentiles did, who* for bore- 
to kiii or eat fome certain. Peafts, becaufe they 
held them confecrated t<? their Gods* As the Dog 
to Diana, the Tyger to Bacchus, the Horfk to Neptune, 
the Wolf, to Mars, the Eagle to Jupiter, the Peacock 
to Juno, the Swan to Apollo, the Dove to Venus> the 

. Owl to Minerva, Nor need we to abftain on the . 
Account of the Soul's Tranfmigrarion j for. fb we 
ought to forbear the Vegetable Prpdu&s of the 
Earth, as well as Animals* iince the Snl is inditfc- 
rent to all Bodies in its, feparate State. 

But our Reafon in this Point ought to- take ifs 
Rife from the Fundamental Law of Nature, the Origi- 
nal Juft ice of the World, which teaches us, Not to do 
that to another, which we would mt have, another do to 
us. Now iince 'tis evident, That no Man would wil- 

. lingly become the Food of Beads ; therefore, by the 
fame Rule, he ought not to prey on them. Next to 
this Foundation of our Abftincnce, we ought to 

F f build 
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-build our Aims at the Perfe&ion of pur Nature* 
which cannot be acquired but by Degrees : We rauft 
endeavour to abate the Aliment of our Concupifcen- 
ces, by exhaling the fuperfluous and grofler Vapours 
of our Blood in (acred Fafts and Qraifons. Then 
we (bouki refrefh our feinting Body with Food 
affording little Nouriihment and Pleafure : That fo 
our vain Affections, Appetites and Lufts, may gra- 
dually die : whilft the pure Mind revives, and being 
free from the grofs Vapours arifing from too much, 
and too fattening Meats and Drinks, the Films which, 
darken'd her Sight fall of: and (he can better now 
difeern the naked Forms of Things by her own 
fimple Intuition, than before (he could through all. 
'borrow'd Spectacles and other Of ticks of Book-Vhilo- 
fopkj : alfo (he will .more eafily raife herfelf to the 
Contemplation and Science of Divine Eternal Things* 
He therefore that in earned will apply himfelf to the 
Study of accomplifli'd San£Hty, muft firfl: by Failing 
exhauft the Marrow from his Bones, the FatneS. 
from his Flefti, the wild and rampant Spirits from his 
; Nerves,-and then he muft purge the Words and Actions 
of his Life from Vice. When this is done, -the Soul 
becometh a pure Tabula Rafa, and is fit for the Im- 
preflions of Ueleftial Virtue. 

Thofe who labour under acute pifeafes, run great 
Hazard of their Lives, according to Hippocrates, unlefs^ 
their Diet be accommodated with proportionate Re- 

fard to the Quality and Time of the critical Fits or 
aroxyfms. But thofe who are entangled with Vice t . 
do labour under far more dangerous Difleropers,.. 
than fiich as afflict the Body. Wherefore the Prophet, . 
i>ur Holy Lawgiver, like a wife Phyfician, appoint- 
ed certain Sealons of the Year. for facred Abstinen- 
ces, Failings, Pilgrimages, Vigils, and other holy 
Exercifes> efbeciaily the mighty Faft and Vigil of 
Ramezan, wherein tho' it be not forbid to eat of 
Flelh after the Stars appear at Night, yet none but 
loofe and indevout Believers take that Liberty 4 
whereas the better- fort content themfdves with an 

afce* 
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afcctick Diet. The Hebrews fafted with unleavened 
Bread, ana a little Salad : the Vhri/liaris alfo tafte no 
Flefh on their prohibited Days: And ftiall the Mujful- 
mans be greater Libertines thari thefe Infidels ? 

O Hebttoll* ! how radiant is the Luftre of a Lamp 
when fhining through a clean, and fine,' defecate 
Cryftall So does the Soul difplay the' Rays of her 
immortal Virtue round about, when .fhe inhabit *Jn 
a well purified, chafte* and almoft pervious Body. 
Wherefore it is -abfblutely neceflary for him to at- 
tenuate his Body with perpetual Temperance and 
Abftinence, who confecrates himfelf to Virtue and 
Devotion. He will not be enfnared or catch'd by atiy 
Baits of Luxury or Voluptuoufnefs i nor yet affright- 
' ed from his conftant, fober 'Gourfe of Lifei by any 
Pain or thwarting Accident : No Frowns or Mena- 
ces (hall divert him from his noble Purpofe : But he 
will £o nourifh his Body all his Life, that it (hall 
never fee furfeited or ovcr-fill'd with Meats. And 
"fuch is the Magick of this (acred Virtue, that it 
' can never be hurr, much lefs fubverted by tdl the 
* Machinations of evil Demons, or the malicious At- 
tempts of Men. But it proceeds from Strength to 
Strength, and fights the Combat valiantly, till having 
-overcome at lair, it triumphs for ever, and receives 
the Palm, the Crown and Chaplet of Divine Reward » 
in tarvdifi. 

Holy President, pray that I may pra&ife what T 
4b admire, and not be felf-condemned for living con- 
-teat y to my Knowledge, For God neither loves a » 
tJouolc Tongue or Heart, neither delights he in 
^Feet or Hands that are fwirt and nimble to do 
Mifchief. . 

Paris, i ph of the 4th Mote* . 
rfthe Year rtftfo. 
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'} LETTER VIII. 

20 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of tie Ottoman Empire/ 

NO W the CbriJHans are. in a general Confternatibn 
for Candy : The Pope has Tent Letters to all the 
Princes that ar£ in his Communion, inviting and pre£ 
fing them to fuccour that diftreflcd Ifland. Levies 
are making every where j and the King of Franee, 
who fecks all Occafions of Glory, appears the mod 
forward of any to aflifr. the Republick in this Fatal 
Jun&ure. The Duke of Beaufort, and Chevalier do 
Vendofme, are appointed to lead the Forces deiiga>k 
for that Service, They are gone to Toulon, in order 
to embark. The Pope has fent the Duke of Beaufort 
a Breve, declaring him General of the Troops Scclt- 
^fiaftkk that are to ferve in Candy , and for his greater 
Encouragement, he has fent him the Pontifical Stan- 
dard. In the mean while there is a Trifle League. 
concluded between the Emperor, the King of Spaife, 
the King of England, the King of Swedeland, andthjS 
States or Holland. , 

There is great Joy in Portugal for the Birth of the 
Infanta, who is call'd Elixjibetba-Maria-Ltuifa* • She 
was born the 6th of the ift Moon; and on tl*e 
18th, the Emprefs of Germany was alio delivered of a. 
Daughter. Thefe Weftern Queens are very pregnant; 
Not a Year pafles without the Birth or Baptifm of 
fome Royal Infant. ■ 

This is all the News at prefent ; but to oblige 
thee, I will &y fbmething of Italy, which is effceenVd 
the Garden of Europe, Nay, Conftantine PaUologus y 
JEmperon of Gretcp was wont to iay, Unlefs I bad 
been affured by very Learned and Holy Men, that Pa- 
radife was feat ed in Alia, I JkouUL have /worn that 
Italy bad been the Plate. 

It 
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It is moft certain, Italy is fr delegable Country 
abounding in Riches and Plea&res. The Eye is not 
iatisfied with feeing the infinite Variety of Beau- 
ties, which grace this- happy Region. Such is the 
lovely Intermixture of Hills und Valleys, Groves and 
Plains, Palaces, and Gardens, that a Traveller is 
ravifh'd as. he paffes on the Road. But this is not 
■ all : She is as rich as fair. . No Country in the 
World can match Italy, for the Plenty. and Variety 
of excellent Wines 5 only they are of no long Con- 
tinuance. Above air the reft, Travellers commend 
that Sort which they call Lachryma Chrifti, or the 
Tears of Chrifi, for its delicious Tafte : which when 
a Dutchman once tailed, he burft forth into this Ex- 
.clamation; O Chrift, why didft net thou weep in my 
.Country ? At Papia there are a Kind of Aromatick^ 
. Grapes which leave a fragrant Odour in the Mouth 
o£ him that eats them. It is recorded of a certain 
Roman Lord, That when he was in Prifon half dead 
with Melancholy., he drank a Glafs or two of this 
generous Wise, which Co reviv'd his Spirits, that 
inilead of defpairing, as he was ready to do before, 
he wrote a 7reatife y entituled, De Confplatione. 

Befides, Italy abounds in Cattle, Sheep, Fowls, 
Mines, Rocks of Alabaftcr, Marble, Porphyry, Coral, 
Ophifs, Agats, Chalcedonis, Azures* and innumera- 
ble other precious Stones. Hence ifr comes, that in 
this Country are feen the moil Glorious and Magni- 
ficent Temples of the World. 

But this fo fair and wealthy a Spot of Ground is 
inhabited by a very wicked Sort of People 5 they are 
quite degenerated from the Virtues of their Anceftors. 
They are a Bafe, Effeminate, Sly, Sodomitical Race 
of Men, Covetous, Revengeful;' ^and Inexorable. I 
have -heard a Story of two Italian. Brothers that were 
walking one N%ht in the Fields, it being a very 
icreiie Sky j. when one *f theni looking ftedfaftly on 
the Heavens i wifh'd, fci had afrnXny Oxen as there were: \ 






Stars. The other wiflYd, be had a Field as large as the \ % / 
Firmament. What would you do with it? &id the,firfL ( }) 
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'Let your Oxen graze thirty reply'd he* -But as they 
proceeded in this Kind of foolith, loofe THfcourfe, 
they kindled each others Anger j and at length, 
falling from Words to Blows, kllTd one another on 
the Spot. Behold the Confequence of their cove- 
tous Defires! They are extremely addled to Re- 
venge, and are as dextrous at poifoning as the Indian 
Princes. A certain French Author gives us a very 
compendious Account of the Benefits a Stranger 
gets by travelling into Italy, in thefe Words ,• We 
go into Italy, lays he, with incredible Charges, t>nly 
to pur chafe the mere Shadow of Civility, and we &rmg 
back from thence the whole Syftem ef Vices. The Mi- 
lanefe teach us how to cheat. From the Venetians 
*wc learn Hypocrify. Rome transforms us into per- - 
fe& Atheifls and Libertines* Naples turns us to -. 
Satyrs. Florence inftru&s us in the Artificial Methods 
«©f poifoning. There is not one City, which, does 
«ot tincture us with fbme SpeeiBck ill Qualities. 4 
v Sage Hamet, m all my Letters to thee, I ftudioufly 
iafert lome Remarks on thefe Wtflern Nations, that 
la I may gratify thy Wtfhes. Pardon the Want of 
Order i for I write Things as they prefent themfelves -. 
to my Memory. Accept all in good Part from > 
Mahmut, who obeys thy Commands chearfeliy, and i 
honours thee without FWety. - 

• Paris, ufh ef the fth Moon, 1 
of the Tear 1669^ 




tETTER 
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LETTER IX. 

j*D Hamet Reis Eff^ndi, Principal Se- 
cretary oj the Ottoman Empire. 

THou.may'ft regifter in the Archives of the Sa- 
cred Empire* That Dm John of Auftria is made 
perpetual Governor of the Lovp-Cowtries under the 
Sfanijh King's Obedience. He is alfo Viceroy, and 
Vicar-General of Arragon, Catalonia and Valentia* . 
But it is fit for thee to knowalfo, That this is fo far 
from being efteem'd by that Prince a Happinefi,» 
that he counts it his greateft Misfortune, in regard . 
*fis no better thant. an honourable and irrevocable 
Banilhment from the Court of Spain - y where his . 
Royal Blood and Merits are out-mafter'd by the . 
Genius of a certain Prieft, whom they call Father . 
l&tard. This Man is very ambitious, always aiming ; 
at high Matters j yet adrair'd by no body for his. 
Learning, Beauty, or any other good , Qualities. 
Only the Queen of Spain ispleas'd to make him her 
Favourite* 

He cou'd ne'er buckle to the Humour of Bom John » ♦ 
and hence afofe a fecret Envy between 'em, which 
"after wards burft forth into open Animosities, Feuds* 
and Quarrels : So that at the laft the Favourite got 
the Day, and Domjohn was forc'd to quit the Field.. 

It is impoflible to trace the Sovereigns of the Earth . 
in. the Fbotfteps of their Royal Condudt; or elfe 005 
would of courle conclude, That £0 great a Prince .as . 
this, of the fame Lineage as the Queen herfelf, ihou34 
have eafily eclips'd the borrowed Luftre of an Upftart 
Minion. But Monarch s have fpecifick Reafbns to 
themfelves, which others cannot ,penetrate, 

Perhaps this cunning Prieft ufed a Trick like thar 
of a Soldier in the Army of Alexander the Great: 
Who being of an ambitious Spirit, and coveting to 
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make ibme greater Figure than that of a private 
Centinel, coxitider'd Alexander' s r Humour, and how to 
hit it. He. knew, that > his Hcpoick Matter took de- 
light in any thing that was bold and brave. But 
how to come into his Prefence, he was ignorant. 
At length, he pitch'd upon this Method. One Day, 
as -Alexander was debauching with his- .beloved Par- 
menio, Hefh&ftion, Lyfimachus, and other Officers; 
this Fellow (whole Nam* was Clytus.) put himfelf 
into a Miraick Drefs of War, counterfeiting himfelf 
mad, and dancing the Pyrrhick Mealures, with 
his brandilh'd Sword, kill'd five new-lifted Soldiers 
lately come ftom Colchis. The Guards foon feiVd 
upon him j and it being a Tragical Novelty,' the 
News was carried to the King $ who caus'd the Fel- 
low to be brought before him.. And examining, him 
on the Point, Clytus anfwer'd, " Great King, thole 
" Five Men, whom I have kilPd, had conipir'd to 
" take away thy Life this Day, being hir'd thereto- 
" by the King of Colchis, and therefore font into 
" the Army. Their Tent being next to mine, I 
«* had an accidental Opportunity laft Night of over- 
" hearing their Difcourfe, when they were plotting 
" together the Time, the Place, and Manner of 
4t thy Death. "* I kept a Watch upon them, and 
" obferv'd their Motions from that Moment. For, 
" though I knew the Hour appointed by tliem for 
" this execrable Regicide, yet I was fbllicftpus left 
" fome ill Fate ftiould prompt the Ruffians to ante- 
«* date their own Refblves, and haften a Murder, 
" whofe Delay might elfe difcover their Defigns, or 
« at leaft prevent-^em. Therefore I took; this mad, 
*' Dffguife, to execute the fobcreft and moll impor- 
** tant Purpofe that e'er I framM in all my Days ; 
w which was at once to lave the Life of the World's 
" ^Conqueror, and get irtyfelf Immortal Honour by 
" « the happy Deed. . 

. After profound Deliberation of the drunken Ca- 
binet-Council, Alexander approved the Faft, and 
erder'd Publick Honours to be done to his Deliverer. 
; Accord* 
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. According to the Macedonian Quftom, Be vefted him 
,. with purple Robes iv and gave him a Chain of Gold, 

admitting him to the latter End o'th' Banquet, and 
-afterwards efteeming htm above his mod Familiar 
- Friends. Till fuch another Debauch as this, but 

more unfortunate to Clytusj at once depriv'd him of 
. the King's Favour, and his own Life : So inconitant 

is the State of Human Greatnefs. 

Sage Hamet, the Favour of Princes is like a. Reed 

of Egypt, which either tranfpierces him that leans 
«vpon it > or flinches from the. Burden, and fo gives 
\ him a Fall, which moft times plunges him o'er Head 
.and Ears in die choaking Mire of papular Hatred. . 
God grant ihou may'ft never be crufhed to Death 
.from above, by the Weight of the Sultan's Difptsa- 

iure, or undermined from beneath, and fwallowM 

up in an Earthquake rais'd by the Multitude* 

Paris, iSth of the jtk Moon, •. ; 
of the Tear 1669* \ 



LETTER X. 

7b Hebatolla, Mir Argun, Superior of 
the^ Convent of Deryiches at Cogni 
in Natolia. 



THou wilt not bddifpleafed to hear of a mighty 
King, that laying aiide his Diadem and Sceptre, 
and abandoning the Height of Human Glory, has 
conieccated himfelf to a private Religious Life,, vow- 
ing perpetual Poverty, Ckaftity, and Obedience. 

Yet this is true :of John Cafimir, late King of Por 
landj who from a Sovereign Monarch k become an 
Humble" Sutjecl, and having forfaken the Pleasures 

and 
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and Magnificences of his Royal Palace, voluntarily 
confines him&if to the narrow Cireum dances arid 
Aufterities of a Monaftick Life. 

He chofc Trance for the Place of his Retreat frona 
his own Kingdom $ and the Abby of SuQermams near 
Paris, as his SanBuary from all worldly Aflairs. He 
was magnificently receited and entertained in every 
City through which he-pa&'d. And on the 4th of 
the nth' Moon, he made his irft Entry into the 
Mofaue or Church of the Convent, where he made 
his Vows in Quality of Abbot, or Superior of that 

-Mmfe : For which they fblemnly fung their Te 
JDeum, or a Song of Praife to God. And the Court 
of Trance fc^ms to be proud of the Honour this 
Prince has done it, in retiring hither, and making 

-it the Theatre of fuch pious Rdblves, the laft Stage 
of his Pilgrimage on Earth, where he will bid 
Adieu to the vain Pageantries of Honour, Wealth, 
and Empire j and having ibaken off the glitrering 
Burden of a Crown, With all the other 'Clogs of 
elevated Mortality, he will the eafier climb to Va- 

rtmJ'.f. _ ' . _ ,. 

Abftrading from the particular Superflitions of the 
Nazarenes, I cannot but commend the fage Under- 
taking of King Cafimir; who in this feems to outgo 
the noify oftentous A&ion of Adrian* one of the 
Roman Emperors: Far he only once celebrated in 
•outward Pomp his own Funeral, hy way of Type 
*or figure \ making a fplendid Cavalcaae, before 
which his Coffin was carried in a Kind -of Jdock* 
Triumph: As if, after all his Vi&ories, at laft he 
had led Death himfelf Captive. Whereas this hin- 
*dertl not, but that he returned again to ihe Vanities 
which in this publick Emblem he feem'd to deafer 
and from a Dramatiek Conqueror, he became a real 
•Slave. His perfonated Mortification in the Streets 
ended in his ordinary Paflions at home: And he had > 
•a ftronger Inclination to the Bed of Voluptuoufneis 
r at Night, than he fecriled to have by Day ; to hrs 
: Grave« * * ■ . ' • 

' But 
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Bat this Heroick Xwg of the Soles is really gone 
into his Sepulchre, [For no better is zMpnafiery 
in my Opinion. ] He has tranflated the to** and 
Jfyron* of his Kingdom to a Tomb y pot for Three 

,©r Four : Hours, to make a^Shew, tut there really* 

.to lead a dying Life, or living Death; and reign 
in Funeral Majefty all the reft of his Days. For to- 
be thus Reclufe from the World, is po be buried. 

, alive. . 

O Venerable and Benign Derykb, pardon the fa- 
vourable Opinion I have of this Chriftwn Monarck* 

. I do not patronize his Errors in applauding his Vir- 
tue. • Befides, it is the General Haithoi Mujfulrians, 
That, let a Man be. a Ckriftian, a Jem, or Pagan* 

• provided he lives up to the beft Light lie has,, he (hall 
be feved. And the Holy Prafket himfdf gave us En- 
couragement jto believe fo. 

* Thpu wilt a* le^ft conclude this King to be niore 
$ouj- ajud worthy of Prajfe, than -one* of his Prtdexef 
firs* who ufutp'd the Pdifli Grewn* This.was.MUii- 
fiaui V. who having enter'd into a iblemn League 

with one of our former £tttaw living in his Time,- 
and taken an Oath thereupon, giving alio theEitffo- 
rift (or that which they eftecm the Body of Cktifi) 
in Moftage - 9 yet fton. after broke the jirthles that he 

. had ftgn'd and fwora to, and for the Performance of 
which he had pawu'd his Gad* 

This & provok'd the Grand Sjgnm, that he had 
rccourfe to his Arms for Juftice, and invaded Poland 
with a mighty Force, To repel which, -UkdiJUus 

»alfo levied <an Army, and met him in .the Field, fiat 
juft as they were going to give Battle, the&<jfci# took 

. out of his Bofom the pawn'd Etuhmtft t with the Qi- - 
-fitulatvons agreed upon, and fwora to between them. 
Then holding th&Wafer in one Hand, and tbz Articles 
in the other, he cried out, in the Hearing of both 
Armies ; " O thou Crucified Gad of the Ghrifiims* 

, u behold thy perfidious Adorers, .who have given 
" thee to me as a Pledge of their Faith ann* Truth ra 
" what they have fwoxn j yet .in a moft impious 

" manner 
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' u manner they Save violated their Oath. If tj^o> 
" M art a God, chaftrfe them now by my ftfeans*, for 
* l their abominable Perjury, and Prophanation of thy 
" Name. His Prayer was heard of Heaven : For 
.the vi&oridus Ofmans gave a total Overthrow tt> 
the Infidels: and that blafphemous Prime was him* 

* fclf killtf in the Battel. 
Whatever various' Forms of Religion there be ini 

the World ; we know there is but One True Qod y 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, Confirvator and Gover- 
nor of Men. He connives at the invincible Ignoran- 
ces, Frailties and Infirmities of our Mortal Race. 
He accepts the good Works and fiacere* Vows of 
Pagans and the Uncircumoifed, as well as thofe of the 
True Believers, and Followers of the Prophet. But 
he abhors and puniflies all Injuftice, Perjury, Trea- 
son, both in One and the Other. For he* has no 
' partial Regards for this Nation or Perfbn, mo** 
- than that. They are all equally the Works of hie 
Hands* and his Care is alike over all. 
^ The Sun runs from the Map to the mfi: In his 

'. daily Circuit he - illuminates and warms this Hemi- 
ffhere$ and by Night our uintifbdes enjoy his Favours 
and welcome Influences. At one time of the Tear 
he comforts the North, at another he revives the South. 
There is no Part of the Globe, which in due Seaiba 
does not rejoice in his all-chearing Beams* , 

The Moon, never flacks or deviates from her wonted 
Courier but from the Crefient to the Wane, obferves 

* the Laws of him that made her. She is exa& m 
timing the Flux and Reflux of the Sea : And (he guides 
the wandring Mariners by Night. The Inhabitants 
of the ArBick and Antav&bh Circles wait for her Light, 

. when the Sun abfents himfelf for half the Year, As 
fbon as they fee the Chariot of Diana appear on the 

* Road of their Heaven, every Man claps his Hands for 

ioy. Theyroufc from their domeftick- Dulnefe and 
lelancholy* they come out of their Dens and Caves. 
With Dances and Songs they welcome the Approach 
of the Beautiful Goddelsj knowing that fhe is but a 

Second 
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Second Remove from the Eternal Light-, the- Mirr«r 
ox the 5«»/.in which that glorious Planet may fee 
his Face* iff whofe, by, Reflexion, w* fee the Face 
of God*, n . . 

^ So do the Stars keep on their various Traverfes 
through the Heavens. Each Conftellatiqn faithfully . 
maintaining its Poftj each Vianet purfuing its Road. 
Whilft all "together, at fb ,vaft a Diftance, appear > 
a flying Camp, never fettirig up their bright Pavi- 
lions but by Night, and in the Morning, taking them 
down again. This may te called the Avrpy of Hea- 
ven, the Hofi of God, embattefif in the Firmament, 
to guard his Friends on Earth, and to chaftife his 



To defcend lower yet into our Sublunary Elements; 
wc find the Rain, Hail, : Stadw^ Winds, Thunder, 
Lightning anft other Meteors, are impartially fcatter'd 
up and down the Cliaiates of the Ea$th j I do not 
mean by Chance* < but by tjie- Universal Providence 
which governs all Things. As the Alcoran exprefles., . 
it 1 . " 'Tis he dkf&s the • Seniiaal and , Prolific* » 
* Showers to Barren and Deftrt Places : tteubtleft 
«• thW is 'a- Sign of his Divine Unity. 

In fine all Provinces and Corners, of the Earth . 
bring forth their proper Fruits in Seaibq. And, the 
Negroes of Afiick and America,, though -grofs Idola- 
ters', andlfrfbmife of - them Worihippitig ^Infernal T>&* t 
mans* yet enjoy God'j$ Bleflings, and live as plentifully, 
With as much Content and Joy, as we that adore * 
his Eternal Unify* \\ 

Every Ration takes up their Religion on the Cre- 
dit of their Friefisy arid £b long as thcy'obfcrve the 
Natural and Moral Lav imprinted in their Hearts, 
the indulgent Judge and Father of Men will drfpenfe 
With thofe that err, in Obedience to the fofeive 
Lavs of their Nation: For Sedition, is like Magick, 
odious to' God and Man, and equally liable to Uni- . 
ver&l Punifhment. 

\ Once more, O pious Father of the t>erviche$ y I beg 
of thee' to pardon the Freedom I take, id cUfcourfing 
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o&Religiotts Matters in thy Prefence, who' art a 
Light to the Blind, a Guide' to thofe that err; a 
Refblver of Doubts, ' an Arbitrator Of difficult 
Queftions \ the only Oracle of thy Province. 

I endeavour not to .inform thee, but todifentangle 
myfelf from Error j and teftify, that tho* I honour 
<3kxl and his Prophet, yet I think there* is no need 
•of a Falfliood to defend the Truth. 

Paris, *jth ef the id Moon, 
of the Tear id/o. 



mt 



LETTER XI. 
To Ufcph* Bafia, 

DEath has of late celebrated a Triple Triumph in. 
*• the Court of trance; having led, away Captives 
to the InvifibU World, the Cardinal Duke or Vend6fme t 
a Dutchefi of the fame Title, and Henrietta Maria, ■ 
late Queen of Great Britain, being the Relict of 
King Charltt I. and youngefi Daughter. tp Mpny IV. 
of France, 

Thdu may*ft alio report to the &huan> that Cafimir,. 
late King' oXTolakd, is now at this Courts having left 
Poland, as loon as he law Prince Wiefnomski decided* 
his Succeflbr.' The Dukes of Lorrain and Hb»burgh 
Jiad feverally laid claim to that Crown, and levy*d 
Arniies apart, in order to make good their Preten- 
lions. But thd lolanders being aware of it, werere- 
folv'd not td bring themfelves under the Jurifli&ion 
of any Foreigner; fo long as there was a Prince of 
their oWn ration capable of the Dignity j and one 
who being the Son. of King Cafimir, feems to have 
tBe beft Title tor his Father's Th'roiie, whofe Virtue* 
lie 'inherits: ' " ' 

Here 
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, Here is alf© arrivti- the Prince of Tttfcany, who , 
has traveled through all Eurtpe, and takes lr*»ff as 
the lad Kingdom in his Return Homewards : Pro- 
tefting he does this in good Manners, as preferring 
France to all the Nations in Chrijfauhm. Indeed, he 
could do no le£* in good Manners, than make this 
Apology, which yet founds very flat to a Court Co 
refined as this; which might have expe&ed his firft 
yiiit, as a Token of his Regard 5 fincc, tho' in Do- 
mefttck Fwejfims, Entries, and Cavalcades, iho& 
of higheft Dignity take the lad Place j yet in foreign, 
limbajjks and Voyagesi it i£ ufual for Princes to ad- 
dreis to thofe firfti for Whom they have the.greateft 
Efceem. - l 

. The Politicians here keep very fecret the. News 
that comes from Candy > which makes all Men con- 
clude, 'tis none of the mofr prorperous. 'Tis gene- 
rally reported for a Troth, That Admiral Beaufort- 
is, either kiU'd or taken Priftmer by the Ottomans $- 
and that the French have 160; near Two Thoufand 
Men in this Undertaking. -\ 

; I wonder why the Painters always defcribe Death > 
in the Form of a Naked Skeletons a ffcuVd Syftem or '7 
dry Bones. Whereas one would think, he ought to \ 
be pourtray'd as a Monger, a Miracle of Fatnefs; I 
fince he is the greateit Glutton in the World, hourly ) 
gormandizing On all manner of Fleftv anil is the ( 
very Original, UhiVer&l Cmmhal of Nature, . who 
from the Beginning of the World has feafted him- : i 
feif with human Bodies. But perhaps he has a bad j 
Djgeftion, and none of all his raw and bloody Diet \ 
will afford Nutriment enough to form fo much as a ' 
poor Skin to cover his Nakedneis; And* therefore i 
'tisihe is always drawn in this lean Figure; 

. Courteous Bajfa, fuffer mr froiru this vain Jeft to 
fall into a ferious Reflexion on our Mortality, and 
the frail State of Human Race; 

Man's* but a foetid Vapour, firft exhaled from the 
Earth, and afterwards advancing, is condens'd to a 
Cloud, that fo his Filthineftmay be concealed under 

the 
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the Covert of a Skin, there in' Secret 'to -engender a 
Thoufand Meteors of Fiery Patfions, Lufts, Concu- 
pifcences, and extravagant Thoughts : Which in 
time burft forth, and trouble all the World: Yet 
end at laft in empty Smoak, Rain, Hail, or Wind, 
and are extin& almoft as fooa as they were form'd. - 

The Elements of which we are compounded, may - 
fcrvc as Mirrors to represent th&conftant Mutability 
of our Nature. So the devouring Fire, when all its 
Fuel is fpent, decays and dies; Earth, Air and Wa- • 
ter, all are furb)e& tb Corruption, and from thence > 
our Generation takes its Rife: Likewise thither we 
return again, j This. i& the Eternal Circle of Natural * 
Products. The Trees, the Flowers, with all the- 
Vegetable Race ; the Birds,. Beafts and Fifties, with 
every Species of Animals, are fo many Remembran* * 
cars of our Mortality. Which way foe'er we tum- 
our Eyes, they are prefented with freftt Images of 
Human. Weakness : and* the very Breath which - 
does prolong. Our- Life, thetps equally to fhortcn it, 
fince every Refpiration carries away iorae« Portion of 
our Subftance/ Our .finer Particles gradually vanifh 
into Smoak and Air, whilft.thc more grofs Remain* 
der feums off in noifbme Excrements: And if there 
appear a Shew of any thing folid in us at our Death, 
'tis fbein reduced to Aihes, Diit> or Wornis. Our 
Bodies, of which we makofo' great Account whilft . 
Living,. are loft injfche Abyfs at Univerfai Matter 
fton after Death.' . > 

What were the. greateft Prince the happier, tho* 
he poflefs'd the whole Circumference of this Globe ? - 
Tis but a mighty Heap of Dirt or Dung, perpetually 
exhaling or crumbling away : 'Tis one of the Diihes 
which compofe the Banquet of all-devouring Time. 
And whalffc the . infulting Monarchs of 3 the Earth 
trample on it in Dizain, {preading their Armies far 
and wide, and boafting 'that their Empires have' no 
Bounds $ each does but haften to be ihut up hicn&lf 
within a little, .obfeure, and putrid Hole, not much 
furpaffing the Limits of a Mole-hill. 

Great- 
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' Great Baffa, Let not the Honours and Dignities 
thou poffeffeft, make thee forget the Mifencs to 
which thou art liable each Hour: But, remember 
thou art a Man. 

Paris, 6th of the nth Moon, 
of thereof 1669. 



; < ' 



LETTER XII. 
7i? f& Kaitnacham. 



HERE is arrivtt a Muta-faraca, call'd Socman 
Ifmael, withExprefies from the Grand Setgnien 
'Twas no foaatt Refrefhrnent to fee his publick En- 
try, which appear'd like a little £pfr#0»e of the MujfuU 
man Grandeur and Magnificence. The young Rabble 
were as curious to be Spectators of the JEaftern Ca- 
valcade, as the Remans were fond of beholding the 
Seadar Plays, which were exhibited but once ia 
an Age. Nay, People of ail Ranks, Ages, and 
Qualities, fiH'd the Streets, the Windows, and Bat* 
tements of their Hou&s : Some, becaufe they never 
law fuch a Sight before * others, defpairjng that they 
fhould live long enough to be Witneffes of fuch ano? 
thcr. 

Yet with aU their Curiofky, none but the Mmiflers 
of State are able to dive into the leaft Secret of his 
Inftru&ions. Theft wittingly . communicate the 
Titles which that great Arbiter ef the Earth give* 
the French King. That fo not only his Subjects, but 
neighbouring Nations may conceive the profounder 
Veneration tor him, without penetrating the Meat 
furcs he takes. This ii an Artifice common to aK 
States, to turn the beft Side outermoft j only tie 
Hollanders excepted, who in the Days of their Revolt 
from the King of Spain, could not ft) much as put i 
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good' Face upon a-ha^\Matt«r; Ait were forc'd to 
expofe -th|eir Bwerty and mkedfcfu as ircell &fuftr 
trode* it ... addrefftpg, tjhem&lves to %liz*beth 9 then 
Queen of England, in the Chara&er ©f Ilk P<#r 
Diftrejfed States of Holland, and fo begging her A£- 
fiftance. .; ;i ; r . ';:■". ' . 

However, Solym/m has faithfuity" knftar ted; to me 
his AfiEaifs, as I have reafon to believe. He's too well 
Born~aTia~bTed", fofiet^s'fnbre Realbh and Wity than* 
to amufe^Ap ,OW M^i»f£eC*j0kK£fo fhey call me 
here in the* Streets, $hd fcnow me w ifot % any other 
Character ; fo private is Mahmnt in Taris, at this 
Hour, notwithstanding all hi6 pidbiick .Sufferings.) 

I efteem IJmael as one fit to ceprefcnt the Grand 
gignior's Perion, among better People than Infidels : 
ffet, I tiff'theertfae &**& are'tfie^iiwl^relft'o^flll 
theWtfitm&tfitx -t '* ;: : -.v ' •■• \ I s ^ 

- ^wriunderftjmds'the Force ofitf»< Cml Laws, 
Wich' he laa«*d.r>bm Juflm*n r & Code,' an&'otl|ef 
Bobka. ' For' he fs perfe& in <&*#*' and £***», arid 
W heftovtfM foraeY^tars in reading their Books, both 
faints and 'Maflafcripts. 

x He make's a very perfbttaW© Figure,, being tali, 
Itt&body'd, weti lhap'd, ': and* inot of an ugty.Fac^ 
Which is eHodgh to he? fsfld-oP a ' Mslft defied for 
*4ififleft/ and not only 'for LoVe.; HeV nfcvef in 
ganger of falling under C*/**s Cenftt*e, who leeing 
tWS Amfeaflfcdois ftnt fpom Ifcwe to a. Foreign State, 
jonc of which had his Head fo little, that it eouli 
hardly be difttagaifeed from that of an Owl ,• and the 
fcther ftfch a Cripple* tharhecould not walk without 
fitUtsy cry'd oat, lUrfs vanlmbaffy -which hasmfcker 
Head r** *ul. ■ .:< * ••-' . — '.... ' _v ... 
= - And tW> o^r Wtf^**c* ls : rich: He fup^eftk 
Ihfe'Gfeafges of his C&nnftifljort with e*tra&fd&a¥y 
M&nifkefcce, Hte Houfe is already become the San- 
JGktivy «# aR the di&re&d Mtiatoinis, whether Gretkt, 
'jfcmerdms^QT Velltifiersof 'theFtofhft : And hefpetfk's 
f to hcb as readily as a Natite- Yet he drflembles his 
Eip&tsefs i* 4at laegfcage* t^ keep up the State 



t 
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and Refervednefs of the Ottoman E,mpire> which di£ . 
d.ains to condefcendto any other Speech than Tbrkifh 
or Arabick, Befides, he has the Advantage, by thus 
artificially/ flmtting^Jiis,. Ears, that he can at one 
Time With Hear and be Deaf-* Underftand and be 
Ignorant of whatfbever is iaid ; by the Spies of the 
French King. And this i$ no, fmflU Gift in a Man 
of : histhaxa&er and Truft:. Fotf he had raced of an 
Angel, or a Dm? at his Elbow, thatrthteks to omi 
reach : this, Court. . ...,, / •<• - ■/,' A ■-,.• . 
r Above all, I believe our to/y/ww w$>never be guilty 
of the Error committed, by the Ambafiadors feat front 
*£inejlos to ene of the Roman Emperors: Fm furehe 
is not yet. . For thqfe Gentlemen had feen the Death 
of the. Emperor's Son, Eleyen. Moonsv and. Fourteen 
Days, as the Story fays,, betore theyJbiew 'twasthcb 
Duty to make qn r Addrpfs of Condfrlance: Or, at 
feaft, before they; ,c*jrd j£ fa; mind i i' fox. they wete 
djro.wn'd in the fy man Luxury..: Sfct&it, WheiLthey 
can>e to perform .that pt$ojr, thsvEmttror .could no£ 
forbear to feoff at them in thefe Terms-. I.mucJula* 
mnt s &idhe, the fat* fifth*. Renovated He&or^yom 
Countryman and Champw, nhom Achilles the Gre^ 
QixakiWdabovia thpftfand Tears^a&>. *" 
J I fpeak this in a particular Regprdt&SaljmajfsDe* 
port ment ..here, For, when he fit ft earac to rh& 
Court, he found then* all in Mourning fox. the Dead* 
Qifhe King's Aunt, the late Queen of England* and 
of other High Per&nag*s, . (particularly thofe that 
were ilain in the late Action at Candia) whereof I 
have already given an Account to the Sublime Forte 
in knottier Letter. Without Instructions, .< he very de- 
murely, accofted. the King* and *old him, f * Thete 
«/ cox>\$b$ no Vupalma in the Ottoman Empire, for 
" the late Succefs at Candia, Co long. as xhsrlrtmh 
«; .Court -were Mourners*" " - •/*:,: . < r -.-.... . 
V.This was a iepfible Touch tol thofis 1 thatcsmder* 
flood it 3, and from that; Moment, the Grandees and 
Minifters of State have made a Difference in their 
Entertainment of this ingenious Mftfa-faraca, and 

G a that 



124 Letters writ by Vol. VII. 

that which they ufcd to give to the Chiaufes formerly 
that from the P#ffe. 

• I can allure thee, he is, at the fame time, very 
Hunt and very elegant in his Difcourie. There's 
Fire in every Word he utters, to warm and reftem, 
if they take it at a due Diftance, but if they ap- 
proach too near, he fcorches their Spirits, and puts 
them into a Cholcr they dare not (hew. They con- 
fume inwardly in their own Defpight: Yet cannot 
help themfilves* 

Doubtlefs, the King of Trance is the greatcft Mo- 
narch, the mod powerful and victorious Prince in 
Chriftendom, the only Invincible Emperor of the 
Weftern franks. Yet he veils to our Majefthk Sove- 
reign, Lord of the whole Earth* And our Eunuch 
Kill not part with a Tittle of his Matter's Honour, 
or give any Advantage by ah Eafinefs worthy of 
Blame, in a Cafe that may be turn'd to a Precedent. 
He is "very happ£ in his Repartees, as thou wHt 
perceive byrtbeAnfwer he gave to a Trench Lord 
Yefterday, when he ask'd him, Whether he thought 
it not a Violation of the Civil Law, for Ambafla dors 
to be imprifoned, as they often are at the Ottoman 
forte? No, (lays Sofyman) it is not, where th*~~-dm~ 
baffador is entity ofTrtafrn, or Crimen lacfie Majefta-^ 
tis. But, if it wire 9 yo& Frenchmen have the leafi Rea- 
fin to accufe us of it $ fince- we firft learned this Maxim 
from the Backfide of your Solicit >'£•*, where it is en- 
dors'd. And' then he produced twenty ieveraFIn* 
fiances of this Kind in the Court of Trance. 

In a word, Sofyman has hitherto acquitted himfelf 
with marvellous Succefs in every Thing,* tho* the 
French Grandees often fet upon hfm, to try what 
Metal he is made of j. having generally a mean Opi- 
nion of ' Muffulmans, becauie Learning is Co little 
countenancU among^ us. 

I have no Matter of News to acquaint thee with*, 
Ave that- a* violent Plague- broke forth not long ago at 
Stiffens \ and a terrible Earthquake* in Sicily y fright- 
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_ei ch? .Inhabitants of Cayaua, and the adjacent 
' Towns from their Habitations; after one whole Vil- 
lage had been fwallowed up. 

Thufc who were curious to pry into the Caufe 3f 
'thefe particular Convulsions, and that affrighting 
Overthrow, perceiv'd, after diligent Search, that 
it proceeded from a new Eruption, or Breach in 
Mount (JiM, about two Miles from Cutant* • Where 
the Horrid Chajm vomited forth- Floods of Fire, with 
flaming: Stone* ; which being carried violently 
through the Air, for the Space of near a League 
roundabout, at lift fell- down in flaming Showers or 
Cxtaraili, producing lad aod calamitous Effects in 
the neighbouring Country. 

Serene Miniftcr, it is evident, that the Judgments 
of Goo are upon- tbefe infiJtls: Yet, they will not 
be- converted from their Errors and Vices. They 
have felt the &me Tempeft of Fire which over- 
whelmed the 'Nine Cities of. the; Lake jtffbaltiits : 
Yet, they remain infallible and obdurate; Surely, 
they will-be- exterminated from the Earth. 

Paris, 4th of the txth Ma*n, 
of the 1e*r 1660. 

. The END of the Second Book. 
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- LETTER I, '■■ ; 
To Mehemet;. <m Exil'd Eunuch, at 
-Alcair in Egypt. .... 

RE no longer melancholy, my Friend, 
E, nor link under the Burthen of. thy 

£■ Misfortunes. Give not thy Enemies 

San Occafion of double Triumph, in 
that they have driven thee from thy 
p fclf, as welUs from the Grand Sig* 
nur's Happy 1 Pre&nce. Thou haft 
Money and Jevpft enough- left na purchaft thee a . 
competent Felicity any where. Or, at leaft, thou 
haft Virtue, which renders c«ry Place a ParnSft. 
Affcciate' thyielf wkh the other Exilts in that 
City, Victims to a RtyatC»frkt ; fuffer'd with all 
their immenfe Riches, to make a pompous and 
magnificent Entry into that MetrejwlU of Egypt j 
but foon after ftripp'd of all their Wealth, 
. * •% and 
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and fecrinced to the tourt Avarice. So" were the* 
confeerated Bulls of old, drefs'd up in (lately Equi*- 
page, their Horns and Hoofs aM gilded over witl* 
Gold, adorti'd with Ribbons of coftty Silfc, their H6^ 
dies oo*er\l over with Mantles tff Brocade ari8 TifTue> 
cfnbT&der*di With Pfearls and prec!6u\ Stones; 'and? 
ttaiftag an (the Payments of Jpflo'eTtmplb-, tyhflrf 
the Priefts- ftood ready at the Alfer'to' difpakh whole 
Mtcatwnbs of theft gay Sacrifices. ; 

Your Cafe is not £o bad at Cmre, in that your 
Lives ar-e ipar'd, and you at Liberty to carve 'new* 
Fortunes to yourfelves, wherever you pleafe: Y6if 
ought to aid 3 and counftl otie^ another in your Misfbr- 
tuneis. : tt-is d Comfort tb die MiferaMe, to' have 
Q6mpmk>n& ih Vherr fad ftltate* Infintiate thyfelf 
ifltdthfc BdJJk'f Favour/ He' may do fornethfng to J 
alleviate thy Grief. He'll tneafure thy Circumftanccs 
by his'own,- confidering that he has but three Years' 
to enjoy his prefent Wealth and Grandeur. 

Go to the banilh'd M ufti, if he be Irving atCafPr? 
defire- his Spiritual Advice*. Perhaps thou may'ft re- 
ceive into, the Bargain fame Temporal Advantage 
fVorri it. He has a greater Influence on fbme of the 
Mgpitdh Wtys, tharV t*he ($rtmd Signior has hrmfHf : 
You* are aH alike" cnafbark'd in pne Afflr&ion 1 , who&' 
Eflence does confift in . being degraded from your 
formeY Honours; (th& "hi different Degrees) 'and 
being Separated from your Friends, that basic in 
the Immediate ; Luftre jof Imperial Dignity. It is 
yeiir&ufinefi 1 therefore now, to rind out feme -new: 
SourcS -of KappihejV f ' Td ' mike nfew x Frieh'ds, 
fttkti- ^oxf have lbft. the old-/ ori' at fcaftYtJcr prop up 
erie' : anp«heY :! by - a -mutual 1 Friendship, -not ■ to be* 
brbie or -diflipkted/ ^ut 'by a Deftiry equal to the 
former. 'And then yoif have no more r to* do, but? 
profecute your feveral Interefls, arid be'refigrr'd to- 

' As for . tW,* I am" Jartfcularly fblKcftous ; kj^nJBT 

^^.to^trgr : f>om 'titer Youth, by a itcWptfar 

lipation^f^bod'&fRces^ which' 'was tte*fiftaS£ 

. ©4 9& 
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of a deep-rooted and drong Sympathy \ The Agree* 
ablenefs of Humour united fird our Souls, and taught 
us the myderious Letibns of Platenkk Love. We 
few each other, and were {freight infpir'd with Sacred 
Inclinations. My Eye no fboner fix'd on; thine* but 
through that Perfpe&ive, I could fee the inward Vir- 
tue of thy Sou£ which immediately produced a 
Ventilation in my Bread: And I foon found our 
Hearts bore Time to one another. This generous 
Paflion afterwards increafed as we grew up ; and what 
it loft of its fird Violence, is gam'd by acquiring a 
more lading Strength, more durable Integrity, and 
conftant Faithfulness. Our Joys and Grk£* were 
dill the fame. No prosperous or ad verib Fortune 
could ever change our Minds, to warp us either to 
Flattery or Contempt : But with an even Mind we 
dill fuftain'd the different Accidents of human Life, 
and prop'd up one another with a right A&e&ion j 
till 'twas the Will of Fate to feparate us, I being 
made a Slave in Sicily, whild thou enjoyed the Smiles 
and Favours of thy Infant-Fortune, which intro- 
duced thee fird to the SeraiU. Afterwards I gain'd 
my Freedom, and returnM to the Imperial City, and 
to the Palace of the Sultan, But was not iutier'd 
long to enjoy that Happinefs, being appointed for this 
hazardous Pod in Tartu 

I tell thee, Mehemet, I reckon my Caie for worfe 
than thine,' in that I am forced to take my condant 
Refidence upamongd thefe Infidels. Could my pro- 
pitiousStars encourage me but with the fraallcd Hopes 
to change my prefcnt Course ot Life, I'd ne'er re- 
pine at what was pad, but pleafe my felf with flat* 
teeing Profpe&s of fbme future and unknown Felici- 
ty* But to be irrevocably chain'd down to the Oar, 
without a Glimpfe of any Sign that I (hall ever be re- 
tycv'd, is work than Death it felf. 

Whereas, on the other fide, thou art difpos'd of 
in the happkd Region of the Earth * Egypt, the 
Mother of Sciences, the Midwife of Celefiial Secrets, 
jheNurfc of Sages, Saints, and Trepbets; the Gra- 

™7 
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harV of the Muffufaan Empire $ and the Refuge of 
bitlrcflcd Mortals. Oh} Mehemet, pmc. the vaff 
Advantage thou haft of me/ and others of thy Eel- 
low-Slaves. Improve, thy Privilege and Opportunity 
of ranging where thou lift. Go, vifit all the Anti- 
quities ot Effpt, and trace her Borders to the Wefi 
and South. If this will not divert thy Melancholy, 
go farther yet, and iearch the mighty Catar*8s of 
the N//f, which deafen Mortals with their Fall* Go! 
View the Mountains of the Moon in JEthiopi* : OrJ 
fie the Defolation of the Smoafy V*i* y and of theCi- 
ties,' whole Inhabitants were in a Minute metatnor* 
fhcs'd into the Stones, as a Memorial of Eternal Ven- 
geance agairift crying Sins. 

But, after all, my Mehemet, depart not from thy 
Reafon, Loyalty, and Faith. For thefe are Armour* 
Proof agamft the Aflaults of Chance and Deftiny, 
of Men and Devils, of Earth and Hell. And when 
thy Travels ire finifhed here on Earth, thofe Virtues 
will not foil to carry thee to Heaven. 

. Paris, ph of the qth Mo**, 
of the Te*r 1670. 



W>».w*w«»^"*»* 



LETTER II. 

* 

To the fame. 

1 r Cannot forbear giving thee the Trouble of ano- 
, ther, Letter by this Poft, that I may yet more 
eticourage thee to a virtuous Refignation to the Will 
of F*te, which thou knoweft is inexorable* 

There is an Eternal Law fix'd in the Univerfe, 
which admits of no Repeal.' No Prayers or Tears of 
paffionate ^Mortals * no Vows', Alms, Pilgrimages* 
or any other Supcrerogating Works* Can move the 

G e Defiinret. 
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peftimes. . They arc more inflexible t^^be Judges 
of the old Athenian Arlsfyagw. 'Tlnd'tlie^cfiaiigCT 
able Edift^ of the Median Empire might 1 fboner o£ 
jeveried, than th^ Decrees of Fate. : \ " * 

If thou couldft makeGw&*» with an hundred 'thou£- 
£nd Sheep; and feed the Poor of all '^he Eafi, ac- 
cording to the Mujfulman PracTice./ * or lacrifi/fe as 
pany Bulls, after the Falhion of i the ancient Gentiles s 
<ould ft thou rnpnopolize all the Aramaticks, of tljej 
QrUnt x to compound the moft exalted 1 Incenfc, 4 and 
inajy a fyramtaot odoriferous $iftolce aicen£ ijigj\ a$ 
the ShaoW of r tjie ' garth ,atf ^df^glit,, j whereby $q 
Heaven of' Heavens . fbould , b£ , alj perfunYd^ . aqcj 
every' keeping X)eity' fhould' &e awakeh'4 qy* .the) 
fragrant Smell j could ^ thou bribe the Choirs above, 
to tune the Spheres anew, and raife tHeTweetcft 
Harmony that eyeij /each'^ tfce EternaA $enfe\ ' yet 
x all wpujd riot prevail to*, alter t^he^ "ReiolVes (jfHea- 
ven,./of* refnftate' thee in thy .former .Hpuour^ y'Nq! 
my Mehemei, thou' a^tlpft/for^ver^ai: the derail, i 
The Face of Tuning? is chan'gV, fince* thou haft 
been in Egypt. Thy Friends are all difperfed abroad 
in the World, or dead^ which iP But another 
Kind of Separation. There are no Hopes how left: 
thee, of ever returning again to that proud City, 
which, inherits, .the CharaSet-of -ancient JUmw, 3*# 
Lady of the Earth, I wiih the Roman Luxury be not 
alike entail'd. \\ ;( : \ i "T" J v .l - 

RouLeup, my Friend, and look not on thy State,, 
through the deceitful Ofticks .ofoby Paflionj but let" 
Reafon light theP*q£*$fc\ Ttidu- wert before a Slave; 
now thou art free and Mafter of thyfelf. However, 
to rid thee of .the . very , Ufa, ox .ftpqr'd ,Miiery,J: 
counfel thee once, again, 'to travel. V!,* J 

Q6, make the Tpeeiieft^etr^at; £ho,u can^ou^.bf 
the' Limits of the Of torqw XW^'^t^W'^ 
forget thy Vires and\;Fears n Take^ the.^ap^by 
narbaryl ' nor . covet tip lee : the' , P&.ce wheje ^pcie«# 
Carthage was lituatecf { . be rpt cuVidus to'e»quire aftej; 
Queen Dido, JEneas, ox H$nnibai > or to hear &me 

Stones 
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Storied of J the famous 1 Stfftr. -"Vkx. would f tturifef 




^HFtcrflfy '^yMSridi and fil *kee wWr a ibbuflh* 
Ap^hciifioris.. : > ? -, . ■ - ; r .. ' • ■•"/■. '; 

;: GO iathcr tfie direfterf Way thou can'ft, liilto thef 
!tiri#Ws of the Negrfies;' or Black TcOjtfc inhafcitinF 
tfiete'-S: Cur, take'tftte RtiV: "Be ftre tt 
coaft along, the River Nile, as, near as tffeftoails tiS 
^i^.WtlT permit: VA rfit? fi> thou rhayeft Wofcrthe 
ffirtiiyfe-arta afekftftt Defarts^F I^k,' i&iU'Sdid* 
ianfitrrtfitn ^ffift^fitfrpita^'botin^fn^ift; rtfrt^ 
between 2ne.7V^<£ ( of C/itf#f and'the JEqtJndx! * Foe* 
thou •wftt'noir 'find it Wry £leafent to encounter and 
cbnvBrtewithiione'but Dragohsf Bafilisksi and othe? 
Movers of thofe Regions. And vet, for ought ' t 
knoW; WtetfcrV.thanr to* ialt into theTOarifc DThtf- 
rhan 'Salvage*;'' *"\ /• ;- ' :" * ; ; . " ,,'V 
I know not hovfr tp -give a* 'General l£hara£rci\ or 
tte Southern Glacis j fihec e'veff Province , varies' w 
its pattiti&f ftrnclplcV, ' &i&ofai£" Laws, W'lriflfc 
tutions. The AbyJJines are Chrlftians j fo are the' In- 
habitants of Congo, Songo, Angola, and other Coun~ 
tries bordering on the* Upper JEthiofia. ^ Thole that 
dwell along the ReZPSea, are generally Mahometans. 
They difcourfe alio of a very populous Country 
thereabouts, poflefs'd by Jews alone. And there are 
Authors who after t a Female Kingdom, a Nation of 
Amazons* Tis certain, on the Wefiern Side they are 
ill Pagans. *".V \- 

It will be worth thy tabgiir to obferve the diffe- 
rent Humours of thefe ?ebpte," and make comparison 
between the Ancient and this Modern GentiUfm j to 
abftracl: their Morals from their Superftitions : And 
tell me then, whether they do not better deferve 
the *Title of True Believers, than we Mujfulmans \ 
fiftpe4jhe¥ alt according to their Faith, whereas we 
gorbjpjMpiite contrary Method. They believe no 

G 6 - other 
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otter Gods but their Domcfttck Prkfts, and theft they 
never willingly offend Whereas, whilft we profefi 
the.EterTial Unity, we fcruple not to fin againft htm 
every Hour. Tl^ey circumcife, wa(h, pray, abftaia 
from Meats, givt Alms as well as we. Their Juftiec 
is as ftri&, their Mercy 4bft as ours. - In fine, they, 
are Men differing from us only in Colour, Education, 
and the peculiar Maxims of their Country, which 
they rigoroufly obferve, and hope for ( Happinefe. 
thereby, as we do by obeying the Law brought dowa. 
fromHeaveru '.',.'. 

. 'M<bemet> Our Holy Prophet \p& laid, <l That who- 
* foever lives innocently, and does Juftice, whether 
M he. be a Chrijiian.jfev, or ?*£**, JbalLoc laved' 
*' as well as bis Difciples." Therefore in all thy 
Travels, defpife not any Man for his Religion, be it 
never ft ridiculous in Appearance; provided he be. 
good and honeft in his Conversion i much lefi con- 
temn iho{£ Africans for their Colour j jince Black % 
and White are all alike to him, who fir ft gave Man. 
the Power to know the Pjrference. ; ' ■ 

, Mehtmety If thou accepteft my Advice, take, 
aifo.my Wilhes for thy good Voyage and Prospe- 
rity.* 

Pans, the fth if the 4th Moon, 
<$ the Ye*r 1679* 
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To the Mufti, Venerable Patron of 
Learning and Knowledge. Vj 



- r . < 




cftrrritamces,' v amf wilt confider* That fcho'" I have 
md JBwifr, yet I have not a Ubrxry r of -my own. 
*Tis true, I often frequent thofeof this City; but irty 
Seafons are limited either to thole Hours when thlr 
JJtbrAftts are open'd, or to thole I can fpare from; 
the Afrairs of my CommHTion. V caring {erVc- th£ j , 
Gr/md Signkfy and follow mj Studies both' aYenccV 
Yet I have outbafstt Frugality, afld'ttirtfd 4 Nlgalrd- 
of my Time, tW I might obey the great 'Gfnele of 
&MB*Uev*rs,ztid promote a Wfflk, c fbr y*hiclfi 4 haTe r 
fo paffionatea Regard. ; >-* /■' : : ' 

. The enclosed Piper contains tfie Sizeof the Vo- 
lume* which I conceive will be moft proper for 6f 
great a Work, with -the Contrivance of the Pages, 
which I have divided into Golafnns; -'t^& f th& 
Ifears of the Worlds the Date of the Olym^isds, 
with other Remarkable JBr#s, may be ifcnkVTmOr-/ 
der, each parallel with the reft, and all with the 
Matter treated of at fuchaTime. . ^ ./. i; 
' This I > have done in ' the enclofed * Paper, not ' 
thinking it proper to ioterrupt the Series of my Let* 
ter with a blank Scheme, which is for the Ufe of 
the Compilers** but to prefer* thee with a tranfient 
View of xjkeFour Mmdrehkti which have madefiteh 
11 Noile in the World ; wherein thou needeft not 
fear the Fatigue of a tedious 'continued Hiftory; 
for I de£gn only to cull out fuch Paflages as aremoft 
diverting, and worthy pf Peru&l. ; v\ »- . 

To 
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To begin then with the Aflyrian Monarchy , which 
was the nrft of the Four: This Nation was, for a 
great while, oonjtented wi^h'irsi|Wn* r Bp^nds, with- 
out feeking to encroach on the Territories of others. 
And JSinus was the firft of the Affyrian Kings, who. 
tokrge^ h^Domiphns by -Co Aquefl; HeYubduM the 
gfeateft Part: of j0a t and rais'd Ajfyria^ tfie Tide 
of an Etffpitt'. ' 

After his Death, Stmhramis his Wife took upon her 
fc^e fiofl^fneatt «wnta^fiSt^g tb&P*rfeii #tiSH&j£ 
l$JS^.^ta/VRs:yet tfuf aLCWd\ rSket wotfe tyL 
Habit of af^ag» T jni being lifce he? Sontrpafiidbfar hlmjT 
aj tp € jlay^fl ^ucceflorv ^nfofpefced.,-, This iVfrtpr^ 
enjargutije Qoruuufis, of : hflr,Ptt$to&4, *nd thread her; 
Tbppirpfio&i In4* to Mthppi* ; and 1 to lay the founf 
dition of an in^ortaJLEajqe* ihe buMt htbyhn* 
' %& her, /itqcpejled Nft??*? her fcarof whom no-i 
thjn^j^ren^kaljlq bufc &s £faeoinac^ For neg^- 
1^4fig^c4raW'i# ^'>/&*tya* t all,hfeTi»e> 

c^h,ls^^iffors $r ftVtf^ 50 ^r^^^&^rinlVwJiDfe 

being cantonifc'd into petty Rjypa&ft r bj *te *?*> 

afluijtfd the, Crwfr o£ JUk^/w-^yaro of (hmft/Nntcv: 
in rcgar4.th^ £f# jflcqfftf ditto broke** fittpimtt*. 
i^io^^a^eipa^ttoi^fj: r.v::,-i l . '.;*n J .bi: - 
^foff^^^l^^hyefltjnj^wj&l^in^ io icfor 
ren^fow^^^ensjfli^^^^ 
d^eod^ ^(^tafjM** Stt wWofe^Ddyriiap^^ 
penM that wonder fulRsflPgsteldrtoa of Ac&an,ineiW 
tionM by M*b&W&v* afed other* SvhinM otcafiWd 
thofe fain^^ Contrdverfifie aoiong the ftrifaSjphcrr 
afid -Afcronoaiers of that Agfc 'rafent'ioflfd'm the. 
tftfkp CtycftkUs. ; F«*.';ttoy ob&rvjngw that net; 
6*±Y\ti)e, §un, .^ul t^wWe'Pknelary SyAei»,\a*¥' 
aUtKe<fi**d S^^\^H^b&c4c;at!tlWf^crTii^/oPP 
af leafi &«$ j^dojfc^bdgjin to'urtyiwthit tuitions' 
riusftion, . about [tj* Mflt«w> : of> thc'fiaitl^l ^rhiflJl^ 
the Chaldeans, and (^«^^ of Jw/ik iiad Girted 
-, % before, 



* 



before, r ^qa fhe Sua, andVJMoqn flofld.ftilj at'^fie 
taijpuig.-pf V*-, , Anift.WfiC9nd)a4Q<i,1>y%nr«pt\ 

. tuem^. That the' Motion of fhcEajrtl), i>eing granted*^ 
its £an#ng ^orgojag >#]&#. tfieft <ftfraor.din<ijr)^ 
Times, would &lyc -a]i t|^ A %ono4» jcal Appearances 

- better, *h<i_ iu a ;«^orc Natural^ Way, than by; fuppo- 
ting fucha "prodigious Stop to. be..pu| 19 t^ whoi^-. 
Qrieftial Fra,me- a^ opeTiipe, or th*t the, evarWJting. » 

, S$ere* f\wli J>q&>lVd %k^s,a^hc,o;h<sr^: r v ., 

b^&x^influtfn^ 

preternatural Appearance, lent * Meflengcrs Tj infa J 




- WWi^gnin^e^Ux^n^^ny^na^l ^en\ the^}^) 

o^^pountf^vlt n>'<" ':-. \'j?.r.<^'J ids f..:-m 
Succeeded Belithns^&hrmqfak #feM*bitf*8*llk.; 

*«** '3 33 34 *Y W jof ^¥<wfe^i^a#tk.fitt»fO 

piad^4tyftjn£ fys ^.##|TfhlMfP^ 

t§e if^w«4 .Qqr^Mfias Jb^ toitfc:3^^v»,rt0r 

To EfthatkfidJpn fcccsededr $W0n*h'mh Qtylfifrr : 

K»gjp(Fift[jjW«..4tt9»pWi -SP^tf aJSwi -foAMta* 

dje& an$ . Tupngr < Thqu&n^i Jfyptow ?bufc 4&£**r - 

rag*4;by : tbfl : jJpw,P*ogre{s ^an*df rf ;Ju»i/$te /W*ft : 
> i * TluV 
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This JSfafofaJaffar, once mote raised the Kingdom 
of Babylon to an Universal Monarchy; for before his 
Time it had been for fbmc Years in the Hands of the 
Syrians $• bat he fubdu'd all Syria, Thomrcia, Judaa, 
and Egypt, and expefPd the Scythians out of Afi*. 

' To him fucceeded his Son &eb*ehadne*ucar, who 
drearn'd of the Four XJnrverfal Monarchies, that were 
to fh e c e ed one another. In his Reign was born the 
Grand Cyrus, who raisM the Per/urn Monarchy.- OF 
him it is recorded, that one Night he dream'df, . The 
Sun food at his Jfrtr, -whom when Cyras Thrice at-' 
temped to lay heid mi the San as often dsfapjear'd: 
Which the hiajp interpreted as a fore Sign that he 
fhould reign Thirty Years* which came to pais ac- 
cordingly. 

During this Reign, there was a notable Duel fought 
between P*tt*«w,oneof the Seven Wife Men of Greece, 
and Tkrynon the moftr Tenowoed Combatant of tbofe ' 
Days j tor he always Won the Prize at thedympick 
Games.' He was General' of the Athenians, and' b|S 
irig pufW up with' hre cioriftant Succefles, he defy'd' 
any Man to afingJe-Gomoat. fittacm the Sage ac- 
cepted the Challenge ; and when they were hotly - 
engaged in the Field, he fuddenly threw a Silken Net 
over Ifnynan's Head, and having thus entangltfd him', 
thruft him through with fcis Lance. - 4 

-Thfe waVthat gfcfrX^hadnte£ar k wh6 havtfg 
befteg'd *nd taketi Jirnfkltm, burnt it down 1 to tlK 
Ground, ' Wd the Wa?# and carry*! 'away all thb 
Jt*s Witk their Riches mto Captivity to Babylon*. ' ; 

Afterwards having coriquer'd al! the NdghbdUTitig- 
Naticfes; he tfcw^buflt i^/ew, and enclosed it with 
^ Three Walls: He alfo built thbfe Vendtetms Gardens,' 
} ; renowned throughout the Earth; and made thofe 
' '' Btazen Gates which were reckon r d among the tVe*- ' 
- ~ ! ders of the WbrUL ■ But at lengths being puffdlUp 
\ - with' the Thought of his magnificent Works ,• hfe^frW 
J \ nietarnorphos'd into/ a Satyr or Silvan, and dwelt 1 ' 
\ Seven Years in the Be/arts of Arabia, oeiag a.to«h 
panion of the Brutes. My. Gmntryrtkfn 4bew * *h* 
^ V ? ' Places 
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Places of his wild Haunt to this Day, having receiv'd 
it by TraMtion from their Fathers. They fay 
alfo, that Fatemiel, the Angel of the Woods, when 
the Term of feven Years was cxpir'd, interceeded 
With God for Nebuchadnezzar, who thereupon turn'd 
him into a Man agafn, and reftor'd him to his E10- 
pm. He died peaceably in the 3 44 id Year of the 
World, and the 43d of his Reign. 

To htm Succeeded Evil-Merodach, Neriglijfor, Labo* 
rofoarchod, and Labvnhus, in whole Time there was 
War between the Babylonians and Ferpans\ wbenCp- 
tm after many victorious Campaigns, at laft laid 
Siege to Babylon, took the City, and translated the 
Empire to the Ferfians ,* and having fcbdued all the 
Weft of Afia, even to the Red Set, he died at Seven- 
ty Years of Age j Commanding his Servants not to 
embalm his Body, nor ufe any coftly Pomp at his Fu- 
neral, but burying him decently like a Man, ihould 
caufe this Epitaph to be writ on his Tomb. 

O Mortals, I am Cyras who laid the 
\ Foundation of the Perfian Monar- 
1 cby, and was Emperor of all Afia : 
^therefore envy me not a Grave.: 

To him fucceeded Cambyfes his Eldeft Son, who 
marching with his Army into Egypt* and laying 
Siege to Febfium, caus'd a great Number of Cows* 
Apes, Birds, and other Animals, to be plac'd in the 
Front of his Army * knowing that the Egyptians 
worfhipp'd fuch for Gods, and consequently would 
forbear to (hoot their Arrows that way : By which 
Stratagem he took the City, and afterwards con- 
quer'd all Egypt, carrying away many Thou&nd* 
of the Egyptians, with Foreigners rcfidmg there* 
into Capttvhy, among whom wa* Fytkagoras th* 
FMlofopher. 

Afte 
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After this 4 Cambyfis 6nt Spies under the Notion of- 
Ambajfadors to the King otJEthippia, with, richPrf- 
fentSi But the King &fpe£fcing what was their %k 
finefsi took a Bow in his Hand, r ind bent it as tho? 
he would ftiootj and .giving it to the , Spies, he hid 
them carry it" to their MoBer* and tell tyro, .Tfor; 
*>&* » he and Mi Per fians had leartfi, to Mend 1 Bows ' of I 
that Strength, he might think of invading ^Ethiopia, 
and not before j for that the ^Ethiopians verv Giants in> 
Vigor. And When the Spies rcturn'd to Cambyfis, 
there was no J^an found, ampng his Soldiers, whicli. 
was able to bend, that .J3* v. Y# he rnarch'd dire&r 
)y tp wards, ^Ethiopia ? wjth a great Armyj parr, of- 
whjci* was ovcrwhelrtie/d in the Sands of the hefarts* 
tp.tjhe Number.of Fifty Thqufaajl, ana* the rei bc- 
ing reduc'4, fpr >wani of Pixmfipps, to a-Neceflit^. 
of eating one another > he return'd in a great Rage 
. to Memphis, where he flew Apu the Cod of the Egyp~ - 
uans, and caus'd his Friejls to.be mafiacred. He aiib* 
flew his own Brother, and kiird his Wife, becaufi 
fhe mourned, for. him ?r ,< He : fhot Trfxafyes thro'.' 
with' an Arrow, and ' torrimanded* Twelve FerJiaH 
Noble* to be buHedi dure.* . He fct Fire to the 3>w^, 
hWjphpned th«p%.a«4$; :^tfl| £}M\hi%felf b^* 1 * 
Accident with. his own Sword. l ', •,. 

- After his Death, the Magi qroWd^ 'one of their 
own Order, and fct him on the Throne of ?erffa 9 . 
giving out that 'he was Srnerdls the younger Son of 
fyrus,' who had btea murdered by-thtfCommalid of* 
his Brother Cambjfes.* ' A^d it was eafy tx> carry oni 
the Fraud, in regard tE* Per/tan Kings rarely •fuffer; 
themfelvcs to be fee»$ tvhich is d Caftorri, thou' 
linow'ft, obferv'd by att^he MoHarths of the Eajf. ; 
: One Ofian, a Ferfian Prinve, firft cUfcovered the 
Cheat, by means of his Daughter, a Concubine of the 
Xing'* : For rtje by his Inftru&ion, found out, that, the 
J&ng had no Ears* which was a convincing Argu- 
ment that, he <v*» ofceof the Afr^whofS Ears Cam- 
bj/fes had commanded to be cut off. 

". * This 
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This Ofian drawing Six other Princes into a (7*»- 
fpiracy, they rufiYd mta the Patece, and IcjlPd alj 
fhe M*p x anifingle^d out -of their own 'Number j 
one b*riu$ y the Son '&f Hfftajfis it 't6 fucceed' in the; 
Throne/ This Was not : (Jofte by£Ie6ti6h/ but by- 
Lot : ror' they agreed to meet all together, dhe.Mfcrn- 
i'ng,' before the PaJ4ce-Gat.es on Horfc-»ba£ky and 
rhatie whofe fiorfe firft neighM afte? the Sun Wa* 
up, (hould be King. This- fell to D*rw's Share, by 



the Stratagem of his 'Somite, or Matter of the Horfe. 
"fhen the other Princes' c^rown'd him, and made him 




, 7 T - f - .dan£eryus 

panions. Wherefore Jte? causfyl a Stove to be built our 
purpofc for a Bahc[u£tmg-Hoitfe, a,nd *!b artificially 
contrfr'd, that* ThvFire-jiape ;b'eing under the ^/i;;- 
queting-Chtifn&er r fhould, iii fo many Hours, bum 
aftn^er'tne Pjllars that f&pported the &i4 Chamber* 
aWcjiu/e: the Floor to* fall* 'down into .the Firev 
then He fhyited : thefe¥rinces ^ -k Feafr, which ft^ 
held in his Btmquet-Houfe : and was merry withthdnr 
till the Signal was given Jym to depart,: At whkh 
Time he left them in^fie mMbrtheir^rtlii 2hd 
within 2* while after he was gone,' the Floor of the- 
Chamber fell do wn L with all that were in it, into 
the Fire underneath, where* the Frinces were fbbn 
confum'd to Aftes. **' .* +-* p.* - r - 

After this, Barw5 ?i m*ftagtd at the Affairs of his 
Errrptre . wjthoyt ^ojnrouL, Hg ♦ rutd oyep -aU* tj** 
PfdVmceVttf Afui\ -from India to -Atfjifr/nai* contain- 
ing above a Hundred' K-ibgdomfc. He extended his 
• Conquefts to the Provinces of Greece $ and letting 
forth, a yroiigious J^eet, Ji<? Jtai^'d^ .into the,, Mfdir- 
terraman ancj Archtyetagq : He conquer'cf the Iflaods- 
°f }te\-&fWK$e*> je^uje'd' Cfjalcedon, <ahd all the* 
Cities 'along the Hette$onf'%\\& WopgnH^^tn^^ 
z,e?ptitim !.t £l£ tjie prefc'nt' Seat of our "Jugtifc'EmJ; 
firor)^ At lengthy having reigned pro^rqufly *J!hir- 
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to fix Years, he died, and left Xerxes his Son. to 
fucceed.him in the Throne, 

, Thou feeft, (Jreat Guide of the Faithful, that I 
have not yet reached to the End of the Terfian M$- 
Wrchfj, whereas I thought to have comprehended 
all the Four in one Letter,- for I have only touch 'd 
upon the moft remarkable Parages, omitting the 
main Body of the Hiftdry, which it would be too 
tedious for thee to perufe. 

; If thou approveft what I have written, I will, con- 
tinue thus to abbreviate the Hiftory of the Pirfian, Ma- 
cedonian, and Roman Empires in other Letters: But 
if thou thinkeft what I have already writ, to be a 
Sufficient Model for the Compilers of an Univerfil 
Hiftory, Tfubrnit ito thy Oraculous Appointments. 

' In the mean time, I pray the King Eternal, who 
eftablifhes and diflblves all the Empires in the World, 
and has put into the PofTeflion of the Grand Signior 
thoie ample Tra&s of the Earth which formerly be*- 
longed to the ^ucceflivc Monarchies; to extend the 
.Limits of the MHjpjhnan Empire through the Five 
Zones, . ., " .„ ir ; ■-• 

i ' ' ' • } 1 

Paris, tjib of the 6th typm, .' 

of the Tear 16 70. 



LETTER IV. 

„ To Mirmacfolio, Sanfone of the Fate 

ff Sidon. 

,r T"^Was a long Time before I could find out the 
Jl true Secret of Human Happinefs. I have 
*or many' Years grdp*d after it in the Dark; and 
when I thought I enjoy'd a Frofpeclr of it, as clear 
as of Things we dffcern in* the Light of a Mid-day 
Sun, that Sun was little better than the Sot Mmuo- 

rum 
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rum of the ancient Romans % whole Beams ferv'd on- 
ly to give a faint Mock-Glimmering to the Gbofts, 
that wander on this fide Charon's Ferry j and like an 
Ignis fatuus to mislead 'em up and down the dark 
Suburbs of Elyfium, the Fens and Marines of the 
Stygian Lake. So have I draggled all my Life thro' 
unknown way^s, feeking the Road to Heaven, yet 
rinding nothing but the faradife if Fools. 

Sometimes F thought. by outward Works of Vir- 
tue, to purify my ielf and gain Perfection, I was 
pun&ual in obferving every Precept of the Law § 
^Mperfbrm'd a few A&s of Supererogation. Con- 
fiding too much in the Fidelity, and inviolable Faft- 
nefc of my Wings, the Force of my Religious Pa£ 
(ions firft formed by Nature, afterwards improv'd by 
pious Tutors, I drove to make Heroick Flights, and 
ibar above my Guide. But, alas! they were mere 
borrow'd Feathers which bore me up lb long} dead 
artificial Wings, cemented to my Soul only by Edu- 
cation, Cuftom, and the Practice of my Fathers j a 
Compofition of Spiritual Wax, or Glew, which! 
could not Hand the Brunt of hot and fiery Trials, 
but ibbn diflblv'd in my unwarrantable bold Approa- 
ches to the Sun, So 1 that, in fine, my Wings 
dropp'd piece-meal off, and I'd the Fate of Icarus* 
to fajla Vi&im to .my own ob(tinateZ,eal arid Rafh- 
nefs. " 

Surely our Soils' are like the uiugean Staole, which 
no human Power, Aft, or Induftry, can /ever clcanfe, 
did not the Meflengers and Favourite* of God, like 
Hercules*, teach. us the Method of opening a Canal 
from Heaven, and letting in the Torrent of the 
River of Purification from Taradife. 
. Our Vices, HydraAxke, ftili ftart young Infant 
Heads, as faft as we cut off the Old. Whereas our 
Virtues are like the Venetian Treasure, which be- 
ing once ibewed to the Sfantfh Ambaflador in many 
Coffers of Silver, Gold, and Jewels* the wife Caf- 
tilian defiring to fee the Bottoms of thofe wealthy 
Chefts turn'd up; when it was done, made this Re- 
nark, 
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jnark^lawr ft*c&« Auto Ho Roots, rior groi»;lwt%d]e 
my mfte'r does pojfefs fthK Indies,. So are'slf'the 
boafted Excellencies acquif'd by human 'Difdphne, 
more inanimate and dead than the artificial Produc- 
tions of Minerals, Metals and Stones, fro tradi- 
tional Chymiftry of Men, can e*ef revive* a Soul* 
that's dead:to Gdd.' Perhaps, foiiie. Theological #*'- 
ra.ee/fus, Helmont? or Arabian Ifrfyid, may, from 
the' Aft** of ah! OngM'FfQWef,' raife thTFan- 
Mick Form of it 'again; f mean'rJie^Cofou^aruf 
Contexture of the ' Leave's .:' But" non6 df the'fri/ w 
able to beftbw the Vital 'Sap v the Semirial JuiceJ the 
Inward Ver trie* of the once" pjrofperous an^flou; 
' Timing Vegetable. No "Mortal can rerafr what 
Adam pnee 4eftr6yMV, ' r Yhat 'Ffitoplaftfas^xum'd m 

ys aja. . : . . • , .. • •> - 

Weil thenf Miirt" w£' rfefpalr of Remedy r\ SnalJ 
^'^.dtcm^x i 9iid/£n€^$siy t retire to Hell, becaufi 
we" cannot fake' Heaven fyy Storm, nor' undermine 
it i nor ;J feay£ fecouffe to Stratagerpsj nor britfe'the! 
Garrison j or 'make' a Party amongft the Celeftiaf 
Burghers ?. No, Let's rather lie entfehch'd wjtbiq 
pur lejves,/ tillHeaven IriallVdlunt'arify'ppen its Gates^ 
and (ally forth,' in jLove,' to invite and lead us in. . . 
' dhtjtririce-iafpy'^w/^j tKpU fraft experieiic'cf 
whaYt fay: MfRe^utfon k 'to follow tKce, By. 



{fru& me 0(0%. J^ethqd, left SdfttoVc mKgufdepie 
fo my Ruin. ' 

In the mea^'Waile', Vepbfe fHou Tn'tfee'Bblbni of 
God, which is a the Bcdr-Chamber bf Holy Souls. . 

'■Fihs.-ifpfthe.sthmM,''"'":' ]"'' '..' ■ 
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LETTER V. • 

fh the Seli&ar Aga, or "$woj:d[-Bcarcr 

to the Sultan* • 






I Shall entertain thee now with a HAedlty of Rela- 
tions,- forrie containing News of the frelheft Date, 
others only 4 mferrning thee of things. done many 
Moons ago ,• yet- pleafant rnough in the Rehearfal. 
HoWeve*, I beg of thee to accept this asaTefttmohy 
df my DevoJr and Regard j in that I hate Abundance 
of LcttfcW'tOr.wfite,' maiiy Friends- tor gratify;^ and 
cannot fend the fame Matter to all. I am forest 16 
l^eel'out my IfatfeffigenCe, arid-ftfit every LetteV to 
the Genius and' Station of .hm* to whom T addjrefi. 
Kfl©w4hg therefore ^tKVparticulir Inclinations,;! fliafl 
ffrefent vthed With fomethmg very agreeable. ' * ' 
•No doubt btet thou art- acquainted withth^Chritf. 
tknsGarntval, which is -a Time of publick Joy, Li- 
centioafheftaud Sport; This Ycar^eKing;and Queen 
of France qbferv'd tt with wtmdq'r'fulMagritflcerice. 
; Among tl*ir other Dwertiftrriems',' they were 
"ptefentetf'WRh a Play 1 wnereirr two Rival rViricei 
fcy 1 an ingenious EfemlatioTi; ^fcrfeHaoutvy each 
other' in regaling a'Wncefe eqtja^belov'd bylxrthf 
The Rcpreieiifa*»n Was Vert fat, arid fall of Ma- 
jefty. On .the Right-hand of the Theatre apjfear'd 
■Apollo nvthe'-Ahy rettfrning td*m^firf**w/, after he 
had. ehas'd and routed all the tifcbff, 'with the Ser- 
'fcnWjiko*. On the Left was'feeri thefame God 
on the Top of Ptrnajjur, in the rrirdft- -of' the Khfe 
frhtfij; fc^t^mg-Frcfwrfs on the Arts arid Sciences, 
whfch were atrthe' Foot l ofthe v Mountain. Then a 
. Vfcil/beirig draWr* afide,/ difcovered a Sea; furprl- 
fcingly ufctaral* ahd } fine. In the midflr of which, the 
Gods of- many famous Rivers^appear'd feated' on 
"Rocks, wkh Wtiru and Cupid* i&ng'& on cach^SMe 

upon 
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upon the Backs of Dolphins, Then from above, 
*midft the Clouds, King Molus appear 'd, laying his 
ftraight Commands upon the Winds* that they im- 
mediately retire into their Caverns, excepting only 
Zephyr, who, for his foft and gentle Breezes, was 
permitted to be prefent at this Feaft, after which, 
came Neptune riding in bis. Cockle Chariot, drawn 
by Four Sea-Hories, attended by a Train of Gods that 
dwell within the Deep. 

Immediately the Scents chang'd into. a Champian, 
reprefentiag ; thc delicious Field of Tempe \ where a 
moll excellent and agreeable Comedy was a&ed, to 
the Satisfaction of all the Court. I leave the Dances, 
Interludes, and other Novelties to thy Imagination* 
Alluring thee, that all was aftonifhing and magnifi- 
cent. . ■-.'..'•*."'? 

But not to entertain thee longer with thefe emp- 
ty Trifles, 1 fhall now acquaint thee, with fomething 
of Importance j which is a Peace concluded between 
this King and the State of Algiers* On the id of 
the id Moon, the Count de Guiche brought the Ar- 
ticles of the Treaty to the King, from the Hands of 
the Marquifi del Martel, Lieutenant-Gcneral of tic 
"French Fleet in the Mediterranean. 
.If thou wouldft know the Particularsof this Agree- 
ment, read the-inclos'd Paper: :As for Matter of 
Fact, all the French, Slaves at Algiers were imme- 
Vjiateiy released, upon the Signing and Sealing the 
Treaty, and dcliver'd up to the French Commander: 
with fome French Veflels alio which they had ftz'd* 
And fo dishonourable . are their Capitulations, that 
at the fame Time they have yielded up a Ship of 
theirs, which the French had taken from them, for 
ever quitting.all Claim to it. 

In the Beginning of Mm, the King took his Jour- 
ney to Flanders, to viiit his, new Conquefts there. 
This put his Enemies into a great Confternatioo, 
fearing that he had fome Defign upon them. They 
began to be upon their Guard, and prepare for a 
fuikn Surprize. But the King perceiving their A- 

larm 
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larm by his Spies, fent them AfTurance on his Royal 
Word, that he would do them no Violence at this 
Time. 

However, he foon after fent the Marefchal do 
Creaui into Lorram, with a Force considerable enough 
to reduce that Prince to Reafbn, who had not kept 
his Parole with him in feveral Inftances. The Ef- 
fect of this Expedition was the reducing fonta- 
Moufon, E/pinal, Cba/ie, Longwy, and all the Princi- 
pality of Lorram to the French King's Obedience : So 
that the poor Duke is forced to feek his Refuge in 
foreign Courts. 

Noble Aga, this Duke is hot to be pitied, being 
very ungrateful, and a perfect Madman. He owes 
his Liberty and Life to the King of France, yet 
could not forbear plotting againft him. Now he is 
defervedly chaftifed for his Folly. So may all thofe ' 
fuffer, who abufe their Benefactors. But upon the 
Benign and Good, may the Favours of Heaven reft 
tifl the Splitting of all Things. 

Paris, the i$th of the $th Moon* 
. of the Tear 1670. 



LETTER VI. 

To Ifouf, bis Kinfman, a Merchant at 

Aftracan. 

I Received thy Letter, and perus'd it with much 
Complacency, finding thy Sentiments very agree- 
able to Reafon. Yet give me leave to warn thee 
of an Excels which thou art running into. . For I 
have had. Experience of its ill Confequence. 

Thy Lofles have made thee melancholy, and the 

fraudulent Dealing of thy Correfpondents, Fa&ors 

" • H and 
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and fuppofed Friends has taught thee to declaim 
againft Friend (hip, Men and Buiinefs : And not only 
io, but it teems .thou haft taken a Resolution to a- 
bandoa all worldly Affairs, Plea fares -and Engage- 
ments whatsoever - y and turn Faquir, Eremit, or 
Derrick at leaft. For thou art difgufted at human 
Society, and weary of all Things but Solitude. 

I muft confefs, Ifcuf, thefe are very generous 
Thoughts, and pious Refblves. But they are not 
eaiily put in Practice. They are Undertakings fit 
jonly for perfect Saints, Men of unblemifh'd Lives, 
and free from all forts of Vice ,- Perfbns who have 
a Stock of Temperance, Chaftity, Prudence, Juftice, 
Fortitude, Patience, Humility, and all the other 
Virtues j a Tund of Magnanimity, which can ne- 
ycr be exhaufted by any Temptation, Difficulties or 
Perils that ufually aflault and environ iuch as enter 
into fb auftere a Courfc of Life. 

Wilt thou be able to endure the unrelenting, ri- 
gid Cold of Winter in the Defart, where there are 
no Chimneys, Hearths or Stoves, or any other Me- 
thod of keeping fire to warm thee by ? Can'fl thou 
fuftain the raging Blafts or Btreas at that Sea(bn t or 
the killing Tempefts of North-Eaftern Winds, which 
blow from far, and fill the Air, the Earth, and Sea, 
with baneful Mifts, Frofts, Ice, Snow, Sleet and 
other chilling Meteors, out- of their Eternal Maga- 
zines, within the Jrftick Circle, which Ovid calls 
the ErigUZ$ne I - ~ 

There are : many other • Extremities to which a 
Man's expofed in i#cj* a foftary State. Nor wilt 
thou be lefs liable to Ioconvenicncies and Hard- 
ships, if thou fliouldft ramble as a Faquir up arid 
•down the World. Much left couW'ft thou endpjre 
'the fad Reft raints and. Mortifications of a Convent. 
- Thoa'dft hardly live out thy Noyhmte with Pa- 
-tience. It goes againft: the Grain or Nature to obey 
another's 'Will, in t* ery trifling frfetier that • be 
commands. Thou : muh not eat or dririkj but thy 
Superior will fejc the ; Place, th« Time, and M&- 

aer 



Vol. VII. a Spy at P a r i s. 147 

ncr of thy Diet 5 which will be irkfbmc to thy 
free-born Soul, And then thouj muft forfake thy 
amorous Pleafures for ever ; forfwearing alfb the 
very Thoughts of Money, or of being rich. I tell 
thee, thou muft refolve to become a religious Drme, 
fit for nothing but to mumble o'er thy Beads, or 
turn the fuperftitious Round, till thou art giddy ,- 
or dance an Hour together to the Mufick of a thou- 
ftnd Heu's arid Hei's noarfly croaked out in franticlc 
Tones by thee, and all thy Brethren Dervicbes, till 
ye arc lick, and foam at Mouth: Then your Devo- 
tions are thought meritorious. Can'ft thou digeft 
thefe facred Fooleries? Or grant this to be a ratio- 
nal Service of the Divinity, as fbme wiH plead 5 
who fay, we ought to employ each Member, and 
all our Faculties, in praifing him that made 'em \ yet 
canft thou brook a Confinement all thy Days, to 
this Religious State? 

. I- tell thee, Ifouf, I have been often tempted in this 
Manner, to forfake the Sultan's Service, with all 
other Engagements of the World, . and throw my 
felf into a Convent, or fpend the Refidue of my 
Days in fbmc obfeure and fblitary Comer ot a Dc- 
. fart j yet I found at length, that this was nothing 
but Delufion, and the fubtle Sop hi dry of that mali* 
cms Daemon, who envies Man his Happinefs. Tis 
he .that whifpers Arguments of Difcontent and Mur- 
muring into our Souls, watching his Opportunities 
when any thing gives us eiquifite Path or Grief, to 
drivt ui to Defpairi. 

- So iurve I fometimes labour'd under an intolerable 
Angutih of Mind* betides the fretting Maladies 
of Fleih and Blood, with outward Croffes in my 
Fortune. Then have I wifhedmy feif in fbmfcdark 
<uavcrrrof thtf Earth, or on the folitary Top of Te- 
wrifi -wffeere I (Hould cohverfc with none but Sft- 
rift and XUiwttj, dwelling above the Clouds. Orelfe 
5 eovetedthe melancholy Retirements of the lM**» 
SDefart, which affords no other Society than that of 
hiihh r $t&9h Prfrgons, and other £eafb« of- Prey. 
^ H* When 
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When thefc Wiihes have appeared too extrava- 
grant and wild, 1 then retrenched my Thoughts, and 
pitched upon iome other manner of Life, equally 
promiling Comfort, yet lefs thrcatning and dange- 
rous. I gave my felt up wholly to Prayer and Fail- 
ing for a while, thinking to hold out thus forever. 
So fenfibie a . Pleafure attends thefe Exerciies, that 
at certain Moments a Man's all Rapture, Ecftaiy 
and I know not what. He is apt to think himfclf 
in fbme new World. A facred Pride inverts his 
Soul. He teems all Majefty within; an inieparable 
Companion of the Immortals, and the darling Friend 
of God. Whereas all this refults but from the Ven- 
tilation of his Blood by vocal Oraifbns; and is no 
more than a mere natural Operation, whereby his 
Lungs are artificially breathed, and gently forced to. 
difembogue their over-heated Airs, their thick .ca~ 
liginous Vapours, which fill the Heart, and all the 
reft of the Vitals with Seeds of Melancholy, Fear, 
Suspicion, Grief, and other doleful Paflions. 

But mark the Zealot, when his Prayers are over, 
his Fad is done, and all his fervent pious Difcipline 
is accompliih'd : how like a Hypocrite he looks and 
a&s? How formal in his Carriage; or at leaft, how 
vain and light ? He either heaves out fulforae hy- 
pochondriack Sighs, with fopercilious Looks, and 
Chaps fet like the Furrows of a ibwre-fkeed Hadgi$ 
or elfe he's tickled into a loud ungovernable Laughr 
ter, and all his Carriage is ridiculous and wanton. 
Either his Hunger, Third and Faintnefs, the tifual 
Effect of fuch cxceiTrve Devotion, makes him pec- 
vi(h, cholerick, and unmodified ; or elfe he is as 
ajjlh as a Cat. 

Human Nature cannot abide along in the fame Hu* 
rr.oux j and thofe that feem to be always eyco-tcmr 
pcr'd People, like the Caspian Sea without Ebb of 
Flow, are only Conterfuts and Politicians. There 
is an Art to conceal one's Paflions, tut therfc is none 
tlat can annihilate them. ., \*.e change frcun one 
/flection, Appetite and Defirc to another. Our 

Inr 
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Inclinations circulate with our Blood. They are 
transformed each Minute, Hour and Day* they 
vary like the Wind and Weather. Therefore never 
think of taking an eternal Pleafure or Diftafte in 
any thing here below. Frayci is good in its Turn* 
I mean, the vocal Afpirations. So are Fatting, Ab- 
stinence, and other Religious Severcties. But if all 
Men ihould be perpetually at thefe Excrcifes, God 
in a little time would have but few Adorers on 
Earth. The Ground muft be left untitled; the 
Fields would quickly bring forth Crops of Briars 
and Weeds, inftead of Corn. The Gardens then 
-muft turn to Wildernefles; There would be then 
no. need of Millers, Bakers, and the other Trades, 
whole Livelihood depends upon the Husbandman. 
And fo for want of proper Suftenance, Mankind 
muft quickly periih. 

I do not argue againft thofe who fecm to be con> 
ftellated to a fblitary Life j or by fome fpecial Grace 
t>f God, are ftrcngthened to endure the conftant 
Hardfhips of an Hermitage: Such as the illuftriotts 
and great Mohammed of Mount XJrifilia Arabia, who 
is our holy ?ropket*s Tenant an<T Succcflbr, in the 
Cave of Wonders, Such alio is llch Rfnd Hu, the ce- 
lebrated Bramin of Cachemire in India, who lives on 
the Top of an high Mountain , is a hundred and 
twenty- thtee Years old 5 fbretels Things to come, 
•refolvrcs all Doubts, gives * mralliRle Counlel, heals 
divers Difeales, works fbme Miracles; and in fine, 
&ys and docs all Things by a Spirit worthy of Ad- 
miration, ' - 

The Mountain whereon this Philofbpher or Pro- 
phet dwells; feems to be the Land-mar Jr between 
Summer and Winter. For one Side of it is always 
cover'd with Snow, the other with Bloflbms, Flow- 
ers, Herbage and Fruits- This oyer-looking a fpaci- 
ous Valley, which they call tjie Paradife of the Eaft - 9 
that affording aProfped Httle^more agrceaWe or fair, 
than what the Poets fpeak of the Rifkean Hill. 

II % llch 
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Ilch Rend Hu has his Habitation in a Cave or Grot, 
which pates through the Rock, as Virgil's does near 
Naples in ltaly t which thou hail ften. 

In this myfterio'us Station, he appears like JEolus, 
Lord of the Weather : For 'tis certain, he commands 
the Winds to blow or ceafe attheTeaft Word, with- 
in the Verge of his accuftomed Walks.' If any Per- 
ibn dare profane the Silence of the Place with Words, 
or other ruder Noife 5 they are immediately furprii'd 
with dreadful Storms of Thunder, Lightning, Wind, 
and Rain j fuch as feem to threaten the Diflblutioii 
of all Things:. Which makes all Men in thofe Parts 
hold llch Rend Hh in great Veneration, He is the 
only Oracle of the Indies, They reibrt to him frorp 
the neighbouring Provinces and Kingdom?, in all 
their Difficulties. The Grandees of Perfidy lihef, 
and Cathay, fend to him honourable Preients, dcuV 
jing his Cpunfcjin Matters of Peace and War. Nay, 
they make devout Pilgrimages to him from the 
Kingdoms of Tnnquin and China. He is the Afollf 
of the Eafl. 

Ijbuf, it would be iome Encouragement for tfeee 
and me to embrace a Solitary Life, if we might ever 
.hope to attain fuch wonderful Perfections. But, as 
we have hitherto liv'd in the Wor}d, and .ftain'd our. 
fclves with the common Vices of Mortals,' we can- 
not prefu me to merit thefe extraordinary favours : 
Our old Habits are rooted in us $ and it' we have 
Time and Strength to plant new ones in their ftead* 
yet they will not grow up to Maturity, but with 
many Years : For, believe me, Coufin, no body be- 
comes a JDevil or a Saint all at once. 

Paris, the 6th of the nth Mccn, 
of the Tear 1670. 
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LETTER VII. 

« 

Ho tbe Chiaux, Baflkr 

XT appears, That the King of Franct's Fortune not 
. 1 only procures him conftant Vi&ories and Tri- 
umphs in Europe, bu,t fuch a Renown and Chara&er 
in foreign Countries, as stimulates the moft remote 
Princes, and puiflant Monarch* of the Earth, to 
court his Alliance and Friendship. 

Here is at this prefent, an Ambaflador come from 
the Coafts of Guinej in Africk, being fent by the 
Kins of ufrder, one of the greateft Sovereigns in 
thole Parts, poflefling an abfolute and uncontroula- 
ble Authority over his Subjects, as the Grand Seignior 
does over the faithful Qjmans* But we will not com- 
pare the narrow Limits of his Dominion with the 
vafl and unbounded Extent of the Muflulman Empire, 
the Inheritance of our fublime Sultan, the Lord of 
the Globe at large. Suffice it, that this Black Prince 
is a wife. Man, defended of a Race of Sages * and, 
that Policy of State is as natural to him, as com- 
mon Craft or Cunning to the rocaneft of the Vul- 
gar. He knows how to make War, or Peace abroad, 
and to keep his Subjects in awe at home. 

Surely there is a Force and Charm in the deri- 
vative Blood or heroic k and wife Anccftors, which 
fecretly iaipires their Offspring with Maxims and 
Principles agreeable to the Inclinations, Aims, and 
Purpofcs of the Family from whence they defcend • 
And where 'tis experiene'd otherwiie, it may b e 
fiippofed that Change of Climate, unhappy Mar* 
riages, or forae over-ruling Misfortunes in the 
World, have caus'd the Degeneracy.. For fo fame 
noble Vegetables of jtjia, and other Quarters of 

H 4 tfc 
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the Earth, lying near the Sun, will not profper, if 
once tranfplanted into the cold and barren Soils of 
Northern Europe. Thus Poverty, Disgrace, and other 
abjed Circumftances, chill the greateft Spirits, and 
fpoil their Growth. Yet there is an inborn Excel- 
lency in fbme Natures, which with Evennefs fup- 
ports the Strokes of Fortune, and pufhes through 
air Difficulties to attain its End. 

So this great African King, informing himfelf 
not on'y by Wrench Veflels trading in his Ports, but 
alio by other Ships of Chriftendom, of the Grandeur 
of the French King, his Wealth and Puiflance by Sea 
and Land, with the vaft Intereft and Traffick he has 
in Wh the Indies, thought it high time to feek his 
Friend (hip, whole Enmity would, in all Probability be 
very fatal to him : For he had heard of his Conquefts 
far and wide. Tis no matter, whether by Valour 
or good Conduct, we make ourfelves happy. One 
is as laudable as the other, in the unequal War we 
are engaged in with Fate, Providence, and Chance; 
-with Angels, Men, and Devils $ with Heaven, Earth, 
and Hell, 

I fpeak this in reference to the celebrated Prow- 
cfs, Magnanimity, Riches, and Strength of this 
Negro King 5 who need not yield to the King 
of Benin, his next Neighbour, and the mod potent 
of all the South-veftern maritime Princes of A f rick, 
nor to any of his other Neighbours betides; yet 
could not think himfelf fife, or be at reft, till he 
had fent his Embafly to the King of France, offer- 
ing his Lands, his Havens; his Seas, and whatfb- 
ever was within his Jurifdi<&ion, to this great Mon- 
arch. 

The Addrefs which his Ambaflador made to the 
French King deferves Remark. For after the ufual 
Obeifances at the Foot of the Throne, he went up 
Three Steps, and then proftrating himfelf three 
times on his Face and Belly, he clapp'd his Hands 
in token of Reverence, and put his Fingers on his 
Eyes, to fhew that he was not able to behold the 

Luffre* 
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Luftre of fo much Majefty. ' This is the French Inter- 
pretation of his Carriage: Bat I tell thee, 'twas ra- 
ther defign'd as a Precedent to the French Ambafla- 
dors, if any fliould be fent to Guiney, where 'tis the 
Cuftom of the Country for all Foreign Ministers to- 
obferve the fame Ceremonies to the King of Arder, 
and other Princes his Neighbours. 

Theft Europeans, becauie they firft found out the 
Art of Navigation, or at Ieaft, firfl improv'd if to 
the Difcovery of many remote . Countries, value 
themfelves too high; imagining, that all the Nati- 
ons, formerly unknown, are Fools j and know not 
themielves and their own Strength. They thought 
'twas irnpofliblc to find in Africk or America, Em- 
pires, Kingdoms, and Commonwealths* as ftrong 
and well-govern'd, as thole in the Hermitage of Ja- 
phet: But 'tis a damn'd Miftake. For the Mod 
High is impartial in the Diftribution of his Gifts 
and Favours : Thofe despicable Blacks, whom all 
the Princes and Nobles of Europe and Afia buy as 
Slaves, being born of the Vulgar, are nevertheless 
come out of Regions, where Power, Riches, and Wif- 
d«m, are as much in their Zenith, as in thefc Wef 
tern Countries. 

They are all outwardly Fleih and Blood, as we 
are, notwithstanding the Contrariety of our Colours* 
And as for their Souls, they are even juft as capable 
of Knowledge and Ignorance, Reaton and Folly, 
Vice and Virtue, Piety and Prophanenefs, Superfti- 
tion and Atheifrn, as we are, who pretend to be 
Lords of .the World, and all Things. 

May thou and I pra&ife Moderation, and not con- 
temn any of human, Race, though they be the Ca- 
phars of Mofambiaue. But let us always remember 
.the old Turkifh Proverb, That V*j not good or fa ft te 
peint in Mocktry behind the Grand Signior'j Back. Adieu. 

Paris, id of the nth Mom, 
,ofthe Tear 107a, 

H s LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 

To Mohammed, the Illufirlous Solitary 
of Mount Uriel in Arabia. 

TH E grand Root of the common Injuftice 
which Men are guilty of in reference to the 
Beafts, and of the -Intemperance with, which they 
corrupt themfelves, I perceive is a falfe Principle 
which they have efrablim'd, denying the Capacity and 
Ufe of Reafon to all Living Creatures but themfelves. 

This Error was -fir ft publickly maintain'd by the 
Teripateticks, Stoicks, and 'Epicureans \ and afterwards 
by Claudius of Naples, out of a particular Averfion 
they had for the Do&rincs of Pythagoras and Emf e- 
Jocles, two famous Patrons of Abftinence. 

Heraclitm Tonricuz undertook to explain the Sen- 
timents of the former Se fts, and tiermachus thdfe of 
the latter. But both of them feem to confide more 
in the little Tricks and Arts ofSophfftry, : than to 
ufe true Reafon. For at the ffrft EfTay of their 
Skill, they ftrive to caft a Mift in the Reader's Eyes, 
"by dividing the Qenerations of Living Creatures, 
into fuch as are endu'd with the Faculty of Reafon, 
and fuch as want it. Whereas thou know'ft it is 
an indubitable* Maxim in the tafiern PhilofopHyj that 
every Thing which partakes of Serife, has -alio Rea- 
fon. For, \is the Mind ' alone which fees, hears, 
tyc. the Body of itfelf being deaf blind, and void 
of all Senie. It is evident therefore, that fihee the 
Beads do fee, hear and perform all other Actions of 
Senfe, they have alfo what the Greeks, call y^ } or the 
Mind, in them, which is-the very Seminary, or' na- 
tive Seat of Reafon. - v i ^ — . 

Tis true, indeed, we cannot affirm, that they 
poflefs a Reafon fo perfect as burs ; fince that'Per- 
fe&ion is acquir'd by Difcipline, Which the: Gene- 
rality 
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*ality of the Brutes want. They have no College! 
or Schools, where the Arts and Sciences are pf o- 
fefi'd and taught by Rules. Nature is their only 
Schooi-Miftrcfs, and they learn her Inftru6tfonswirti 
abundance of Promptnefs and Sagacity. They are 
educated in the open Elements, as in an Academy, 
or Univerfity founded by the Creator of all Things : 
where every Thing they encounter, fcrves as a Book 
to teach them all the Knowledge which is necefiary 
to their Well-being on Earth. And they need ap 
more. 

'Tis mantfeft alfo, that &me Species and Indivi- 
duals are more capable of learning what is taught 'em 
than others: Even as we difcern the fame Difference 
among the various Nations, Families, and Pcrfbnsof 
Men. But we do not ufe to fay of inanimate Things, 
that this Piece of Wood is more apt to learn than 
Another : as a Dog is more traceable and docile than 
a Hog : Nor of immoveable Things, that This 
h (tower than That : Nor of Things which want 
•Sen£; that a Stone is duller of Apprehenfion than a 
: Piece of Iron. So could we not probably affirm of 
Animals ; that one is rhorc crafty and- fagacious 
than ' another 5 more provident, chafte, temperate, 
cleanly, and the like Epithets j if they were not by 
Nature capable of Knowledge and Virtue. And 
yet we- daily : fee all this is true, in comparing one 
Spetfcf of Living Creatures with another j nay, and 
'<me l hkfcOid$**l of the fame Kind with fome of its 

"Fellow's. '*.'..; : .' . 

„ When j(ntipater accusM Afles and Hogs of Nafti- 
"nefs, he did not' confides how accurately nice 
X; and curious the Lynxes arid Gats are, Which 
with fb njuch Diligence and Care hide their Ex- 
"ttetnejhri, tHat they can never lr befeen or fmelt t- 
• gairi J . " : So the ; Swaik>ws teach their Young to mute 
•over the'ferimsof the 'Neft. ' All which arc Argu- 
' merits of their 'Prudence and Difcretion. Doubt- 
ed, every Animal has its peculiar Gift and ; Excel- 
lency.- 1 One- is' more- quick-fig hted 'than- another • 

H 4 this 
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this has better Ears than that $ a Third furpaftes in 
the Goodnefs of his Smell, or the Swiftnefs of his 
Feet. Let not vain Man therefore boaft and infult, 
as if he were the fble Engrofler of all Wifdom anA 
Virtue j fince the Beafts of the Field, the Birds of 
the Air, the Fifh of the Sea, with all the Genera- 
tions of Reptiles, Infe&s, and whatfbever is endud , 
with Life and Senf* poftcfs their Shares as well as 
he. 

, It. is manifeft alio, that there are varidus Princi- 
ples of Folly, Injuftice, and all manner of Ignorance* 
Error, and Vice in human Nature, equal to what 
we can poflibly find in the reft of the Animals, 
whom we £o much defpife. And 'tis a Queftion, 
Whether even the very Sea-Horfe, who murders his 
Father, and for that Reafon was by the antient Egyp- 
tians made the Hieroglyphick of Impiety} may not 
juftly exchange his Character with forae of human 
Race, who make their Parents the continual Mar- 
tyrs to their Ambition, Pride, Envy, Avarice, and 
other Vices. 

I would fain know, Whether any Man would not 
take it ill, to be told he is Blind and Deaf, becaufe 
he cannot See and Hear £o ouick as' fome of the 
Beafts ? Or, that he is a Cripple, becaufe he cannot 
outrun a Hart ? Certainly a ftrong Man deferves that 
Character, tho' he cannot pretend to match the 
Strength of a Camel, or an Elephant. And (hall we 
then ?ay, that the Beafts have no Reafon or Virtue, 
becaufe they cannot difcover thofe Qualities fo ar- 
tificially as Men. 

Befides, do not all Privations fuppofe-ibme Ha- 
bits? And is not Madnefs a Privation of the Habits 
of Reafon and Prudence? If therefore Dogs, Bulls, 
Foxes, and other Animals, are known to be fbme*- 
times mad, (hall we think it lefs fit to fay of them, 
that they are out of their Minds, or Wits, than 
. to affirm the fame of Men ? And if Camfo*, or 
Hon Compos Mentis, are proper Expreflions of any 
Beafts, when it is fbb«r, or mad ; who, that is not 

deprived 
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deprived of Reafon himfelf, can deny, that they 
have the Pofleflion of that Faculty by Nature, as 
well as he ? 

As oft as I trouble thee with Letters on this Sub- 
ject, thou may'ft conclude, I am ncwiy awaken'd to 
a Senfe of my Error, in not religioufly obferving 
the Sacred Inflitution of Abftinence ; which ought to 
be the Natural Confequencc of theie Thoughts : For, 
in a word, if it be lawful to kill the Animals for 
the fake of Food, 1 think we may as well turn 
Cannibals y and eat the Flcfh of out purchas'd Slaves, 
or of our Captive Enemies, over whom we have, by 
the Law of Nations, an equal Right as to their 
Life and Death, as over our Beads. 

Abftemious Sage, I leave thee to the Divine In- 
spirations of the Genius, which pontiles that Holy 
Cave : I leave thee to the facred Whifpers of Winds 
from Eden, and to the Sweets of an innocent Soli- 
tude, which admits no other Society than that of 
Angels, or Beads. 

Paris, %6th of the id Moon, 
of the tear t6yi. 
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LETTER IX. 

To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at 

Venice- 

IReceiv'd thy kft Difpatch, which informs me, 
that thou art commanded to remove from Ve- 
nice with all Speed poflible, and to vtfit Naples, Ge- 
noa y Rome, PaJua, Milan, Florence,- with the other, 
chief Cities of Italy: \n fine, that thou art not to 
make a long Refidence, or take up thy Abode any 
where j but after the Manner of a Traveller, to be 
always in. a moving Pofture from Place to* Place, 
from. one Provwce and Trincifality to another j that 
thou rpayeft take a juft £ftimateof, the Strength .and 
Riches .of each State through which thpu fhalt pais': 
That thou mayeft dive into their pouufels, obferve 
their Motions, watch their Defigns, and tranfmit thy 
Remarks to the Minifiers of the Angufi .Divan, 
the Myfieriom Cabinet" oV the Earth's great So*ve- 
pign. 

„ There may be lefi of Profit in fiich a Peregrina- 
tion for the prefent, than in thy conftant Refidence 
at Venice, where thou art eftabliihed in a fettled Way 
of Merchandize. But thou wilt find abundance more 
Pleafure: And if thou acquitteft thy felf fuccefsfully, 
the Grand Seignior will reward thy Merit. Befides, 
thou mayeft meet with a "thoufand Opportunities of 
TrafHck, even in fhv'TraveTs*. • An a&ive and di- 
ligent Spirit cannot' fail of Means to advance its own 
Intereft in any Part of the World j and thou doft not 
want a Stock of Money to fupport thy honeft Un- 
dertakings. 

Thou wilt meet with a new Sort of* Italians, 

where-ever thou (halt iet thy Foot : That • People 

being ftrangely mix'd, and defcending from fcveral 

Nations. Every City has a different Genim , which 

is 
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is Co remarkable and confpicuoua, .that they have all 
got peculiar Epithets; As Bjome the Holy, Naples the 
Genteel, Florence the lair, Bolonia the P^ Milan 
the Large f Ferrari the Civil, Bergamo tie Subtle, 
Cenoa the frond, fadua the Strong Siena the S*»- 
jfows, Mantua the Glorious, Lucca the Inauftrious, Ra- 
venna the Mi/4 &*/>«* the-^wonw/, Ur^ja. the Loyal, 
Verona the Worthy, Brefcia . the Fortified, Friuli the 
Wanton, Bmtni the G<W> and. fb of the reft. 

'Beware of contracting Friendft^ with any 7/*- 
£40; And if thou doft engage be cautious how thou 
giveft a juft Offence, Thou can'ft not ix too ten-^ 
der in this Point:' For as the ^/wW/ are very con- 
ftant where they. iavc once pitch'd their Affection, 
fb are they inexorable in their Revenge, where they 
apprehend their Love abufed y and they arc, the moft 
jealous People in the World- If tnou naft. niadc two 
JaHe Steps, never feek to repair thy Eaulte by Arter T 
Subrniflions, but Hy : For thou haft wounded his Soul, 
and he will never pardon tnee, or Jet thee live to be 
guilty of another Affront. Tfhcy;hayc a common, 
Maxim \\ this, Cafe, ? He that, wrings me, /twice! 
« 'tis his !|iu^i',but;.if;llet hirrflajt^fimetne^hird 
' Time, the felaine is iny ownV 

The wifeft Courfc ( is to be ' civil an^ ,rno^eftly ie- 
fervedi not to be too frank and open in DHcourle, 
or loofein Carriages. , ; Tor. duslays* Map nalced, and 
cxpofes Jiiav to ' the! Conternpt /md. Cejjfurer of dfach 
as^are more composed and recbllecljod^ aria ^tRjs ip 
xhe peculiar Character of the ftalians^ * Tha,t .they 
*« think .mere thaiv they £peak, and ^e'rndny times 
* t . mjgutte4 at tke Perlbn onj whym they fmile. l \ 
when th?u art ob the ^oad« in Afmia and Gamfd* 
pi4^. } wjhen ^h.Piiteboldc.ft the-Peauues of that luxu>- 
"riant Soil, and thy £meli ^s. riviihed.with.ihe.'fra- 
•grant; Odours p£ tjie ijedge?, ar^',a^jojjdiiJg Groves j 
tafnk i: onj F&ttitm, :var/*dU*r t 'or • whftioe.v.cr ;placc 
*&&¥{' Kas ipqde delightr^^ .an,<J'4ay< X • 'jmft ]bc ' ip 
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As thou fojourneft at Naples, remember with what 
* Pleafure Virgil pafrd away his Time there. Twas 
in jhat happy Air, that Horace penn'd his admirable 
Poems. There Uvy wrote the Roman Hi/lory, and 
Seneca his Morals. From thence we have the Works 
of Statins, Claudian, Laurentius Valla, and many 
other teamed Writers. 

Forget not when thou art at Genoa, the former 
Glory of that Commonwealths how once flic did po£ 
&& Sardinia, Cyprus, Lesbos, Chaos, and did extend her 
Conquefts to Vera near Conftantinople: How fhc enter*d 
the Black Sea, planted a Colony of Genoefe at Caffa, 
and ftretch'd her Dominion to the River Tanais. 

Thou wilt find Matter of Contemplation in Pi/a, 
Milan, Tadua, and all the Cities of Italy. But 
when thou art at Borne, 'twould be a kind of Sacrix 
lege not to caft back thy Eyes, and view her an- 
tient Glory, when flie was the Miftrefs of the 
World -, when (he had three Millions of Men with- 
in her Walls, and a hundred and fifty Millions of 
Gold in Yearly Revenue : When {he kept in con- 
ftant Pay, at home and abroad, Six hundred five and 
forty thousand Men. Her' Foreign Conqucfts may 
be number'd by her Domeftick Triumphs, which 
from Romtdtis her Founder, to AupeflusCafar, were 
not lefs than three hundred. Jalius Co/or aug- 
mented the Vublick Treafary with, forty Millions of 
Gold. In the Reign of Aurelianis} thfs City * was 
fifty Miles in Compais, and the Number of her In- 
habitants incrcafed to four Millions : And they were 
prodigioufly enriched with the Spoils of their Ene- 
mies. Seneca, ' when he died, left {even ' Millions 
and five hundred Thoufand Crowns behind him. 
Claudius lfodoras, tho' much exhaufted by the Civil 
Wars, yet left Four thoufand one hundred and fe- 
venteett Slaves, three thoufand and tfxty Yokfcof 
Oxen; and of other Cattle tv/o hundred* and fifty 
•feven thoufand. There were commonly kept hi Rom* 
five hundred Gladiators, a thon&hd Bears, and -a 
hundred Lions. There were always Five hundred 
? x Men 
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Men employed in looking alter the Aqueducts, and 
Baths of Rome. 

When Cyheas, the Ambajfador of Tyrrhus, had 
view'd the City -round, and was ask'd what he thought 
of Rome ; He anfwer'd, I think all Rome is but 
One Temfle j (for there were above Four hundred in 
the City) Her Senate is an Affembty of Kings -, She 
is the Beauty of the whole Earth: The Elowtr of Man- 
kind dwell within her Walls. 

Zeidi, This was the State, this the Grandeur and 
Magnificence of Vagan Rome* But fince the Incur- 
fions of the Goths and Vandals, the Lombards, Hums, 
and ottier Barbarous Nations of the North, Rome's 
Glory is eclips'd, her Honour laid i'th' Dufr. Where- 
as before, (he lifted up her (lately Creft on Seven 
high Hills, now jhe is ftin to (loop, being humbly 
fcated in the Plain of Campus Martim : being not 
by a fifth Part (b large as formerly, nor yet (b populous. 

Ail over Italy, thou wilt meet with Reliques of 
the Ancient Roman Majefty and Greatnc(s. And, in 
fome Places, thou mayeft encounter Pcrfons of great 
Extraction, but very poor, who may not unfitly 
be call'd the Ruins of Ancient Nobility : Such as the 
Marquifles of Ceva, the Earls of Tiacen&a, and the 
Knights of Bologna, who are become the froverb of 
-Uiuftrious Poverty. Such alfo are the Counts of Imo- 
fgnidni, Three of whom were once (een upon a 
Fig-Tree, eating the Figs to keep 'em from Starv- 
ing. And many Italian Lords set their Livelihoods 
by felling of Ttifans, Lemonades, Effences, s?owdors, 
and other Refreihments to the Gentry. Yet they 
are proud, and when any one addrefles to them, 
he rnuft entitle them, Moft excellent, Meft lUuftrious, 
or elfe they will frown, and be affronted. 

Zeidi, If ever it be thy Fortune to be made a 
Lord, I pray Heaven give thee an Eftate anfwerable 
to the Title: For zLord without Riches, is like a Sol- 
diet without Arms, very ridiculous. 

Paris, tpheftho qtbMom, 
of the Tear 167 1. LETh 
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LETTER X. 
7* Dgnet Oglou. 

THIS Day Something has happen'd to me very 
prodigious, and I know not what to make of 
it. About the Hour of 6)umdinamafi t I was fuddenly 
taken with ftrange Fits or' Vomiting : My Stomach 
was in a PrcMgal, or rather a Fhilofofhical Humour; 
refblving to caft of all Superfluities, and only retain 
what was neceflary to its Eafe and Welfare in this 
Life. I laboured under a Thousand horrid Agonies,, 
which made me fear, that either an Impoftbume was 
the Caufe of fuch violent Cowvulfums 5 or at lead, 
that they would end in opening the inward Sluices 
of my Blood, by too much forcing of the Ft&oraL 
Veins. 

WMfi: I was bufied- thus with fad Prefages of a 
ftdden Death ( for I dread to be fo unawares thruft 
out of the. World,) I long'd and paflionatelyr Ian- 
-goifhed for an Arabian Orange. 

It happen'd at the lame Time, my Mother O*- 
ihotniche, Daria and EliaMm the Jew, were with 
me in my Chamber, and had been there an Hour, 
They all flood at the Window to fee a Vroceffion that 
was going by. But when they heard the Braining 
Noife I made, immediately they ran to my Bed-fide, 
as Human Nature, Curiofity,jas Faffion, ufcs to prompt 
in fuch like Cafe*. 

With a faint broken Voice, I told them what I 
wifh'd for i Eliachim forthwith gave Order to his 
Boy, that waited in an Anti-chamber, to run with 
fpeed, and buy the. beft Arabian Oranges be could 6nd. 

The arch young Lad was gone full Thirteen Mi- 
nutes by my Watch, and then rcturn'd with half a 
Dozen Oranges of Spain, ("for he could get no other. ) 
But Heaven, as L have xeafba to. think, fupply'd his 

Negli- 
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£3cgligence, and nnfucecfsful Mertating. For long 
before he came with that fowre crabbed Fruity Da- 
ri* fpy'd an Orange of Arabia on the Table. 

No^Body knew /from whence 'it came, or what 
kind Hand had hid if there. They were all equal 
-.Witocffea, That there was no furh Thing upon the 
Table When they came to the Bed-fide, nor a 
confiderable Time afterward : and when it was fug- 
gelled, that fbme of the Company had privately 
convcy'd it- thither, whilft the reft were looking 
another way; EhatMm with folcmn Vows and Int- 
precatioas cicar'd' himiekYfo did Daria, a'nd my Mo* 
ther. M £os my £ch, they all were ienfible, it was. 
impo&bleibr< me to do h, as I lay in my Bed. A 
-gcmeral Aftorrifhrocnt poflefstf us all; and the Wo- 
men would needs have it to be a Miracle, whilft I 
greedily eat the Delicious fruit, not troubling my 
Thoughts with making cnd\c& Scrutinies, or fo much 
as caring which way it came there, fo long as 1 had 
the Enjoyment of it. 

•? Yet I ceafed to be thus indifferent, when I per- 
ceived my MalaJf on a fudden removed by eating of 
this. wondrous Qrang*. And whereas 1-had lain for 
Six whole Days and lights hi a eoritiriual raint and 
languishing Condition,- not able to get down a Mor- 
£1 of Bread, now my Spirits grew brisk and frefh;. 
I feemed like one transformed, oar in another World. 
My Stomach revived, jftly almoft difllpated Vigor 
rally'd, and I to& cj^erfully to eat a hearty Suffer. 
Thcfe Things, jtiimift con&fc, put me, as well as- 
the reft of t&jps&mpanyj upon thinking. 

I tell thee,' upon the ftridfceft Examination pofli- 
l>le, , I am very well fatisfied, that there could be no 
Defign or Trick Xo the Cafe: For if there were, no 
body would be guilty of fo many repeated horrid 
Perjuries in denying it : But every one rather would 
have been forward to own themfelves the Inftru- 
tocnts of thus happily and unexpectedly refouing a 
poor €ck Man from the very Jaws oi Death : For I.. 

was juft then ready to expire.. 

Whether 
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Whether there be a Mapck in the Strength of a 
Man's Fancy at fuch Times * and that through the 
intenfe Agitation of his exalted Spirits, he moves 
the Soul of the Vhiverfe by Sympathy, to exert fome 
of its hidden and uncommon Faculties, and gratify 
his neceflary Defires: Or whether there be an Order 
of Officious Beings wvifible about us, who have the 
Charge of Mortals committed to them, and are bound 
by the Laws of their conceal'd Kingdoms to aflift 
us in Extremities, even to the Height of a feeming 
Miracle, where it cannot be done without, I know 
not. But 'tis certain, any obfcrving Man may take 
notice of fome extraordinary Parages in the Courfe 
of his Life, of which he can give no Rational Ac- 
count, but mud be fore'd to put them on the Score 
of Preternatural Caufes. Such is our Ignorance of 
the Secret Operations of. Nature. 

All the Company were ready to lift me among the 
Prophets i or in the Catalogue of Saints, tor thismi- 
pendous Occurrence. But I had other Thoughts 
.of my Self. For comparing this with Come former 
Occurrences of my Life, I <pie£ently' concluded, 
.'twas the Fore-runner of forae grand, but fhort 
Affliction: And fo I told them all. 

I believe, my Dgnet, that God will hedge me in 
with divers Kinds of adverfc Circumitances : He 
will ruih upon me on a fudden, like a Troop of 
Tartar Horfe, who fwiftly fpread themfelves all 
round the affrighted Country, and take Pofleflion 
of the Roads and Partes. They hunt the confeious 
Infidels from Dens and Caves; and other lurking 
Places in the Woods and Mountains : None can efcape 
their Chaftifement and Revenge. So my pre&ging 
Soul foretels fome fad furpriiing Inroads from the 
Omnipotent. , . . 

That which I have to do in this Cafe, is to make 
fpeedy Expiations for my pail Security and Prefump- . 
tion, to repair the ruin'd Faftneflea of Virtue, and 
build new ones where they are wanting ; to keep 
ftrong Guards, and laiUy, to retire my felf into a 

mod 
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moft profound Humility, and Compliance with the 
Will of God-, which is the ftrongeft FortrcG in Time 
or a Divine Invafion. 

Paris, 23d of the 6th Moon, 
of the tear 167I. 



LETTER XL 

To Sephat Abercromil, Vannj Effendi, 
Preacher to the Sultan. 



TH E Chara&er and Fameof thy exemplary Life 
and profound Do&rine, tho' ftudioufiy con- 
ceal'd and fupprcis'd by thy felf, have yet made a for- 
cible Eruption, and fill'd • the Muffulman Kingdoms 
with the fragrant Odour of thy incomparable Piety 
and Virtue. Even thcfe remote and Infidel Regions 
of the Weft* are edifyd by thy (acred Rules and In- 
stitutions, of a Spiritual Life. The Nsxjirene Frufis 
and Doctors begin to harbour Emulations of thy Smuc- 
titj> .finc& they have leen no fairer Df aught oftrue 
.acceptable. Religion* than what the Chaplains to the 
J&inck A*nh4ffadars at the Fort have copied from 
thy Principles, and recommend to their Friends 
among the Clergy of France. Infomuch as Francis 
Malevella, -a blind Ecclejtaftick, but an Argus in the 
Sciences, has publickly efpoufed thy Theorems and 
Pra&icesj .having in Print, now lately undertaken 
the, Patronage ofa contemplative Life, Co much in* 
ijlftgd on by thee, to. Which the College of Sor bonne 
have^alfo- given their. Approbation.. . 
. .That excellent .Man, tho' he has loft the tffe of bis 
.Corporeal. Eyes, yet has a. Soul tran&form'd all over 

into 
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into Light, by which he dearly can furvey the vail 
myfterious Horizon of the Inyiiible World, and pe- 
netrate' the mod rcclufe and hidden Secrets of Eternir 
ty. The Age is ravifhed with the Book he pub- 
lifhcd : He has Ten Thoufand Profeiytes among the 
Roman Priefis and Defviches. None but the Jefuits 
and Dominicans oppofe him. 

The former of thefe Orders is grown odious 
throughout Chriftendom, for the impious Doctrines 
they maintain, and the enormous Crimes they have 
committed: Being notorious. Bouteftu's, Tray tors, 
Hypocrites, and iecret Libertines. - 'Their Colleges 
are efleemed the Shops and Forges of Sedition, 
Faction, publick Animoiities, Broils and' Wars, with 
all the Mifchief that is -done in Europex ' The latter 
are not lovVI jn, ( $hvj»0f A( becaufe they. are. generally 
choien Officers of the Inquifition : Which inhuman 
Judicature was firft projected by St. Dominick their 
Founder, in order to- exterminate the Moor's from 
Spain. These, is a natural ..and .irreconcilcable Anti- 
pathy between the French and Spaniards* . They r»u> 
tually abhor each others ; Cuftorrw, Uaws, and Hii* 
mours: But aboye all the French can never be re- 
conciled, to xh&dnftrnal Oeurt, t which tyrarmfcts 
over the Souls of Men, and pu nifties them for 
Thoughts. It is ah equal. Grime to/'ipeak, or t» be 
tileot j To pray, or not ; .*© go to Church, or -flay at 
Home, provided you are ;rich;- . fTt* Wealth tb« 
Inspifitoxs aimjit, aofctheprewncW Safcty>aod Deli- 
verance of > the Church j from Bacfnift -and • Re- 
bels.; .' : •; .. =i >: . v. , ' ■' .'! 

Therefore the Dominicans and Jtfutts being look'd 
tijponas Favourites and Patrpns or the Inautfkwh and 
.for that Reaibn hated by the Frewh $ in vain ttheyar- 
jgucd again ftMaUvtlhts new fcform'd Model of 'PAte- 
nor Rjeligian, which- is but' a Transition Of >theJ Qri- 
tginai .Stigmata, laid down by thee; ^-Tbyfrefin'df Sen- 
timents are prolifick, as the (Solar be*ffis,«w%ich by 
kieflabietfncreafcs, propagated rh^m drives without di- 
minifhingthe Ilhiftriou* -Fou&taia, . Each bright; and 
- ... fertile 
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fertile Atom-, by a miraculoiis Emanation, begets 
another; they multiply by admirable progrefiive I flue 
and Expaniion from every Point of the refulgent 
Centre, till every fplendid Particle becomes a Ray 
of equal Length, and all together produce a'n entire 
Orb of Light. Thus thy lerene Ideas of Religion 
dilate themfelves thro' this dark Side of the World, 
as fail as they illuminate the Mujjtdman Hemifpbere. 
The haoefter Sort of Weft em Franks are already, by 
a Demi Metamorphefo, grown half Mahometans^ 
capitulating with their Prepoueflions, Prejudices, 
and the Force of Education tor the red. 
1 They go to Church, but not to babble over a 
Thoufand vain Tautologies, which are taught them 
by their Frkfis^i and to enfinrc their Memory, aie 
printed in. their Pocket Manuals, or Books of Prayer: 
£for do they number a long Series of the fame re- 
peated Qraifms on Beads, or ufe any other exterior . 
Form of blind and lame Devotion: But with to- 
ward RecoUe&ion, Silence, PuTity, and fervent Ap- 
plication; of the Spirit, they addrefs themfelvei tjo 
God 1 or rdther by a certain gradual Paffivcncfs, Ob- 
livion of outward Things, and dying to themfelves, 
they prepare and fit -their Seuls for the Divine* Ap- 
proaches : Thus- having barricado'd up their Senfes, 
and mada- Retrenchments round the Centre of the 
A&tid; toftcmc h from file l&ft Invasion and Aflaojt 
-of Mundane Objects, 1 thither -they xctitc, defiring 
-Defetb, 'father' than to take? Quarter by a faint Cow- 
,ttrt&-es ior tin>orous> Apaftocy, and forrender to the 
'World* - .-■..,' '1 i> ■;■.-> : : * ' .' - ._ 
; Thefe People- undergo at certain Times, Grange 
Drynefles, Defertions, and Sterilities of Spirit, which 
aire tie Torments that compoie the moft fevereand 
vpairtful Martyrddms. -A common Death, or any 
-violent; Diflfolutiori of th^Body, -is but- the Recreation, 
i>J>Ort,or : Play of Nature* when com par M' with thefe 
-tJwmendous^ tragicalarid titotk Annihilations of the 
-Soul* 1 -A'Man^at-fudviaiSeafon feerns t-o be* reduced 
* to an Eternal Cataftro$be. His Spurit defcends, and 

is 
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is cngulph'd in the Abyfs of Hell; or Hell comes 
up to him, and yawning with its horrid Dragon's 
jaws, murders the Soul with baneful and internal 
Breath. Yet this they find to be the only near di- 
re&eft Way to Heaven. This is the myftick Fence, 
the Ditch, Baftion and Counterfcarp of Paradfe. 
He that would fcale the Wall, or enter by the Gates of 
Eden, muft fir ft pafs through thefe terrible Outworks. 
This is the (freight and narrow Bridge over which 
each Soul mail pais, that would attain immortal 
Life. Mofes, Jefm, Mahomet, and all the MeJJen- 
gets of God, have pointed at this as the only Way to 
our fupreme Felicity. Neither was it unknown to 
the Ancient Poets and Philosophers among the Gen- 
tiles* Orf hem and Hefiod recommended it in their 
myfterious Verfe. JEmpedocles, Theophrafius, Plato 
Pktinus, Porphyry, Jamblicus* with many others, 
improved the Sacred Revelation, adding new Lights 
unto the bleft Difcovery . And if we take the Htfto- 
-ry in arightSenfe, uolefs I am deceived, Socrates died 
a Martyr to this important Truth. Many of the 
learned Hebrew Rabbi's have afTcrted it. ThcPerfian 
and Arabian Dofters, before and fince the Holy flight, 
-have been its Advocates:. And let not envy refuieto 
give fome of the Chriftian Priefts their due Ac- 
knowledgment, who. preach'd this Do&rine in the 
primitive Aflemblies, taught it in the pahlick 
Schools* aftd enfured it to Posterity in Learned Ma- 
nufcripts. Such were Origen and Ammonias, Cle- 
mens of. Alexandria, Simplism* Chryfafkm, TerttUHan, 
Augufiin : And in more modern Times, Thomas Of 
Aquin, Marftlim Ficinus, Bonadventure, with many 
others. 

And 'tis efteem'd the Height of Indian Religion to 
this Day \ the Bramins delivering it as an Hereditary 
Article of Faith, and Point ot Pra&ice, from im- 
memorable Ages. Since therefore all Regions in the 
World, qgree in this, not with (landing their other ce- 
remonial and ipeculative Dhfct ices ; doubtWs it 
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is the Voice and Will of God, not ^he Contrivance 
or Innovation of Man. 

Reverend Ijfftndi, it is a common Proverb among 
the Chriftians, That wherefbever God has a Tem- 
ple, the Devil has a Chapel. That cunning Spirit, 
like a Serpent, winds himfelf into outward Forms 
and Ceremonies of Devotion. But he that builds 
a Mofyue in the Centre of his Soul, may bid Defi- 
ance to Taget : For that's the Throne of God, 
near which the T>t,mon cannot approach. 

May thou and I, live always skrcen'd behind our 
felvesj for in that dark Recefs from yifible Things. 
the Eternal lives to manifcil his other wife invifible 
Light. Adieu. 

Paris, the ijtb of the 6th Moon 
' of the Tear i6jo. 



LETTER XII. 

fo Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand ' 

Seignior, 

AFter all my Scepticifms, I at this Hour believe, J 
there is (omething of us remains immortal,, 
and incorruptible, when* our groflTcr Bodies are di£ . 
fblved. Gall it what you will; an Aflral Body, a 
Ghoft, a Spirit, or any Thing elft : I am f eniihje . 
fome Part of us will never die. What fignifies the 
vain Difpute of Words, the dark Refolves of Pla- 
to's Cave* Let it be Subflmce or Accident, Matttr 
or Torm, or a Refult of all j There is ftill a certain 
Portion of our Nature, againft which the Strpkes 
of Death, and of ten hundred thoufand Deaths,' 
Jean never prevail. We may be changed indeed 5 
and Mafcpcrade it up and down, perhaps through 

I in- 
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infinite Worlds, sa fo many different Difguifcs j But 
we can never be annihilated, or made nothing. We 
cannot be excluded from the eternal Lift of Atoms. 
The Lofs or Abfence of the leaft Particle from the Uni- 
verfe, would either caufe the, loudeft never-ending 
Thunders and Lightnings, or an cverlafting Silence, 
Sullcnnefs and Darkncis. This mighty aggregate 
and ftupendous Heap of Beings Would fall to.Ru- 
-fn, if there were the leaft Vacuum* or the fmalleft 
Mite miffing. Steal but the moft indivifible Atom 
irorn the reft, and down comes all the Fabrickj For 
one fupports another by an inseparable Adhefion, re- 
ciprocal Congruity, and mathematical Fitnefs. They 
arc fo cunningly hitch'd and knit together, lb clofciy 
faften'd and indented each with other, by the origi- 
nal Art, or Chance, which formed the World, that 
all the Motions of this grand Machine would at an 
Inftant ftop, in fuch a Cafe: as does a Watch, when 
the leaft Tooth is miffing from any one of the conti- 
guous Wheels. Every Thing in Nature is full and 
pregnant. Neither can there be any other fcmpti- 
nefs fave what we think we fee ifl Bottles, or other 
hollow Veffels, which, when they arc void of Wa- 
ter, Wine, or other Liquor, it is but to be 
cfr.mm'd brimfiill of Air 5 which Element mfinuates 
and crowds it feif into each diminutive Cranny, 
Chink, and Pore of grofler Subftances j So if the 
airy Atoms have any Hollowneiles in them, the imal- 
feft Vacancy poffibte is ftill fupplied with its full 
Meafure &i the pure JEiher \ and that again with 
forne Matter more refined, if fuch there be 5 or elfe 
it drinks full Draughts of immaterial Eflenccs. And 
byftich a fubordinate Gradation, human Souls, though 
in thefnfelvcs perhaps, pure incorporeal Spirits, are 
yet faften'd and cemented to our Bodies. Thus is one 
Being fiicceffively, and eternally, either a Syringe, or 
Sponge to another. The Elements inebriate one ano- 
ther by Turns: An uriivcrfal Efhurifm and Drunk- 
cjnaefs feigns. 

So 
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So the hot Stomach of the Earth, parch'd with 
inward mineral Fires, greedily guzzles down the 
very Salt unpalatable Lees of the Sea, rather than be 
a-dry : with a thoufand thoufand gaping Throats, it 
gulps the Beverage which Neptune's deep and migh- 
ty Cellar runs wirtial. It pants, and fucks eternally, 
the thick ropy Settlements of the Ocean's Bottom. / 
Thefe are diitill'd again in hidden Limbecks, Cylin- J 
ders, and other chymical VefTels below, that fb the/ 
gaping Channels on the Superficies, may be conftant* s 
ly fupplied with more refin'd Liquor, through the \ 
Springs and Fountains: and yet the Globe not haying \ 
quench'd it's Thirft with this perpetual Draught, con- ] 
tinually fips up the Rain, a Liquor more fublime J 
and pure than all the reft. But this is only on cer- ] 
tain Holy-days of Fate, when the Celeftial Powers, 
the Planets, Stars, and Conftellations, order a D«- 
naltna for the vegetable Race below, to rcfrefli the 
Herbs, the Corn, and Trees, with Banquets from the 
Clouds. Then the big-bellied Tuns above are roll'd ouc 
of their hidden Store-houfes, and broach'dj the Con- 
duits of the upper Region fpout and run with plen- i 
tiful Showers and Catara&s of Nature's feminal \ 
Juice, the radical all-chearing Neftar of Heaven. / 
The greedy Soil imbibes the iacred ftrong Ctfcade ; j 
each joyful Turf is frolickfbme, and (wallows down j 
large Bumpers of the eleemofinary Wine. Whilft the \ 
leaft dry and crumbling Lump of the late fainting; \ 
Glebe, has Drops as£ SupernAculums enough to re- \ 
vel onj till party-colour'd Iris, the Major-Domo of \ 
thefe yearly FeJHvals, perceiving the tender Seeds i 
and Roots are well-nigh fuddled with what at lecond- i 
hand they have exhibited from the over-laden Ground « } 
makes her Appearance in the Clouds, inviting all' j 
the Guefh to a fplendid Collation of warm Beams j 
and Rays, with which the Sun is minded to ' regale 
them. * 

A grateful, foft and chearful Noife was heard 
throughout the Room before. The Earth and Air 
were in a mcrrry rfumour. Wejl jfleas'd with the 
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Debauch, they would have &t till Morning at it, be- 
ing loth to leave their Lquor behind 'em, or change 
it tor dry Meat. But at the Sight of Iris every one 
changed Countenance > an universal Murmur ran 
throughout the Hall s they were forry thus to bebaulk'd 
in the mid ft of their Mirth: 'Till courtly Zephyrs 
come with their fbft Compliments, and tell 'em, it 
is neceifary tor their Eafe and Health : Then arc 
'. the Tuns and Bottles removed, with all the drunk- 
en Tackle. The Table fbon is fpread, and cover 'd 
with a rich Courfe of glittering Charges, lent from 
\ Phoebus* 

j That Sponging Planet only lives by Bantering and 
j Wheedles. The illuftrious Figure he makes i'th' 
' World, is alwavs borrowed.* He never wore a fafhj- 
onablc Drcfs ins Life, but what he took upbyTalV 
from the firfl Source of Lights : For which he j 
bound to pay fb vaft an Iatereft, that he would nv- 
\ cefkrily become a Bankrupt, did he not repair bis bro- 
'. ken Fortune, by playing Tricks upon the- Earth. 
Thus whilft he mocks this fublunary World with 
his pretended Treats, he makes it pay for ail with 
S coftly Exhalations. He plunders the Elements, picks 
the Pockets of the Earth, and robs the Treafures 
of the Sea 5 N° r can.he forbear filching fbmething from 
the Air-, and when he has ftolen enough, he ilinks 
away i'th' Dark, and flies to the other Side of the 
i Globe j there to commence new Shams and Cheats 
j upon the Antipodes* And all'jjic while, the" Stars 
; arc full as bad as he: For lilce a brave High- way- 
j man, that Luminary frequents the publick Way of 
j Heaven by Day, he robs in open Sight of all the 
j World, and leaves a generous Vlgticwn where-cver 
\ he borrows any thing. But the Stars, thofe little 
\ Bullies of the Sky, are perfect Night- Pads y Shop-lifts 
\ and Sharpers; they skulk about itV Dark, through 
\ all the private Alleys of the firmament, and commit a 
tho,ufand Murders, Rapes, and o her Violences. Some 
of their Afpetfs are fs venomous, as the Fatal Eyes of. 
Bafiliiks,. they carry divers kind of "mortal Poifbns 

iix 
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in their Looks, which they difperfe at random in 
this lower World. They flrew the IJartfc with Hem- 
locks, Aconites, and other baneful Weeds. They al- 
io fcatter up ana* down the more contagious Seeds 
of Envy, Avarijbc, and a thoufand* black infernal Vi- 
ces, which take root in human Souls, at our Nati- 
vities } and growing up with us, in time bring 
forth the fatal Fruits of Death. The ugly Race of 
Dragons, Serfents, Crocodiles, and all the reptile Ge- 
nerations, with every thine that's hideous, cruel and 
deftrudive on the Globe, derive their ^tures, Qua- 
lities, Forms and Difpofitibns from feme malignant 
Stars or Cvnftellations, if Afirdogers fay true. §o 
do thefeaty Monfters of the vafl ABjfs y and every 
Bird of horrible figure flying in the Air. They're 
all the Brood, the Emiflarics, Spies, and Agents' of 
the Powers above, fent down on thievim Errand f.- 
to prey on other Animals, more innocent than rhem- 
fclves. * 

There is an eternal Clatife in Nature, whilft every 
thing is cither on the Hunt ot Flight, Thiis {leaven 
purloins from Earth, and that from Heaven again. 
When we are firfl conceiv'd, our wandring Souls are 
catched, as in a well-baited Trap.* 'And when Ve 
die, 'tis but the Soul's Efcape from one Snare to be 
fbon trapann'd into another. Perhaps a human Body 
may be our Priibn again ; or we may be attracted 
by fbme more agreeable Embryo. This magnetick Scar 
may draw us up to Heaven, or the wide Jaws of all- 
devouring Orcus may fwallow us down into the hun- 
gry Paunch of Hell i which <& o d avert. • 

Learned Holy, let not thou and I be too fblltcitou* - 
about thefe Things : For all our tifnerous Forecafts 
are in vain. But corifidering the fecret Magnetifms 
difperfed throughout the Univerft, and that every 
thing attracts its Like, let uV take care to qualify 
our felves with celeftial Habits and Difpofitions -, and 
then we cannot fail of being drawn up to faradife. : 

Paris, %d of ihe gth Moon 

of If he- Tear 1 6)1. ' ' ; - * : 

I x * - L E Ti ^* 
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LETTER XIH. 

To /At Mufti. 

IN Obedience to thy Commands, I (hall now pro- 
ceed, in relating the moft memorable Tranfa&ions 
of former Ages, during the four Great Monarchies ; 
observing thy Infbu&ions, not to be prolix, or 
over-curious in tracing down the particular Succe£- 
fions of Kings and Princes j but rather to relate the 
A&ions of famous Men, . the wife .Sayings of the 
Ancients, with iuch other Remarks, as may be at 
once delightful and inftru&ive. 

Twill be no Breach of this Rule, to begin where 
I left off in my former Letter, with the Death of 
Darius, and Succeflion of Xerxes, his younger Son i 
there being fbrnething of Nicety in the Plea be- 
tween him and his elder Brother Arttia&enes far 
the Crown j -For this laid Claim to it on the Account 
of his -Primogeniture : But in regard he was born 
before Darius w*s made King, the Succeflion wa* 
determined in Favour of Xerxes, who had a double 
Advantage, in being begot by a crown'd King, and 
born oiAtoJhy the Daughter of Cyrus, who firft • 
cfkbliuYd this Monarchy. 

As fbon as Xerxes was fettled in the Throne, he 
led an Army into E$ypt, and fupprefled the Infur- ^ 
regions in that Country. Then he fitted out aTJeet * 
of 4100 Ships, on board of which were above 6ve 
hundred thoufand Men. He had a Land J^rmy at 
{b confiding of Two millions and five hundred 
thoufand Soldiers, of^feveral Nations. With rjus 
vaft Multitude he march'd againft the Grecians i and 
to facilitate the Voyage of his Fleet, he caufibd one 
Part of his Army ,to dig a, Paflage through Jrtouaj: 
Mhos, whereby the Sea was let in, and the Sh^ps 
might fail two a-breailj whilft another part of the 

Soi- 
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Soldiers were employed in building a Bridge of Boats 
over the Hcllefpent. No fooner was this done, but 
there arofe a vehement Temped 5 which fo difcom- 
pofed thofe narrow Seas, that between the Winds 
and Waves, the Boats which made this Bridge were 
all difperfed, broken, and caft away. 

This fb'incenfed Xerxes, that he commanded the 
Sea to be fcourged with Whip, and a Chain to be 
thrown into it, as a Mark of its future Subjection. 
He alfo beheaded thofe who built the Bridge, and 
caufed others to make a new one. 

Hert one of Xerxes's Eunuchs, and a "particular 
Favourite of the King, fent for a Grtcian of the 
IHe of Chios, who had formerly deprived him of 
the Evidences of his Virilhy^And tfte old Man com- 
ing with his Sons to wait on this great Courtier, the 
Eunufih caufed him firft to caft rate his own Sons, 
and afterwards forced them to do the fame by their 
Father, in Revenge of his own Lofs and Difgrace. 

From hence Xtrxes marched with his Army by 
.the flacc where ouce flood the famous Town of 
Tray, went in Pilgrimage to the Tomb ot King 
Frtamus ; where he facrificed ten Hecatombs ot 
Oxen to the Ghofts of the ancient Heroes, and to 
the Divinity of the River of ScamtnJer, whieh 
life Soldiers drank dry, and yet half of them had 
not quench'd their Thirfh 

After this, he came to the Helleftont, where ta- 
king a Survey of all his Land and Sea-Forces, whieh 
covcr'd the HelUffont, and all the neighbouring Shores j 
aad contemplating the Shortness of Man's Life 5 and 
that of fb innumerable a Multitude,* not one ftould 
be alive at an hundred Years End, he wept bitterly. 

Then having facrificed tq the Sun* for the good 
Succefs of his Expedition, he eaufed all his Army ta 
pafs over the HtlUffont by his Bridge of Boats j after 
which, they drank their Way through another River, 
which had not Water enough to fatisfy half his Men* 
*aod Cattle: Far his Army inereafed all the Way, by. 
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the Acceflions of Soldiers out of every Nation through 
which hepaficd. Yet Leonid**, King of Sparta, with 
a '(mail Bod 7 of 4000 Lacedemonians, gave Battel to 
the whole Army of Xerxes* And in a Sea- Fight at 
Salami s, the Terfians ioft foo Ships, with a confide- 
rable Part of their Army; which, with other ^&i€- 
afters, orSickneft, Famine, &c. lb terrified this great 
Monarch, that he ported back again as fail as he could, 
by the Way of the HelUffout, which he doffed in a 
poor Fifher-Bqat all alone, leaving Mardonius to pur- 
ine the Wars in Greece. But an ill Fate attended their 
Arms i for at P la tea the Grecians fet upon them un- 
der TaufanUs' their General, and routed the whole 
Army, killing above two hundred thoufand of them 
upon the Spot; and burning their Camp and Navy. 

Xerxes hearing theft ill Tidings, fled towards his 
own Country i and by the Way let Fire to tb* Tem- 
ples of the Gods of Babylon, and other Parts of Afia* 
i paring none but that magnificent fane at Mphefks, 
which was renown'd throughout the whole World. 

About this time died Tagafatts, the faithful Eu- 
nuch of Darius, who had parted feven whole Years 
mourning. at the Tomb of his Mailer. 

I mull not omit the Treachery of Vaufanias, the 
, Lacedemonian General, who held a private Corrc- 
fpondence with Xerxes. And having been twice ac- 
cufed of Treafbn, and as often acquitted, was the 
third Time di (covered by a Boy, whom he kept as 
his Minion ; and by the Sentence of the Efbori, was 
ftarved to Death. • 

Thou had forbidden me to augment the Bulk of 
theft hiftoricar Letters, with Glofles, or Remarks of 
my own, or elft it were a proper Occafion to pat 
thy Holinefs in mind, how great a Value ought to be 
fet on a faithful Man ; and let Nature itftlf plead my • 
Excuft for entrenching on thy Orders, whilft I vin- 
dicate my felf from the Calumnies of the Envious * 
and beg of thee to reft aflurcd. That no Man -on 
Earth can be truer to his Truft, than the Arabian 
SlfivcMakmttt. 

But 
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But to return to Xerxes, He was unfaithfully dealt 
with by the Captain of his Guard > who by the 
AfMancc of Spamitres the King's Chamberlain, 
and feven other Confpirators, killed him in his Bed 
with his eldeft Son Darius, arid crowned Artaxerxes 
in his ftead. * 

To him fled Themiflocles the Athenian, who was. 
fufpe&ed a Partner in the Treafon of Taufanias. " 
The King received him into his Favour, and made 
him Governor of a Province, adding the Gift of 
five great Cities, to furnilh him with Money for the 
Ex^ences of his Table and Wardrobe- And* this the 
King did, not as a Reward or Encouragement of 
Treafon, (from which he knew Thtrmfiocles was 
free, being falfly accufed by the Athenians,) but he 
heaped thofe Honours on him, as a Debt to the 
Merits of that once illuftrious Enemy, now become 
a Friend, and fceking Shelter in the Terjian King- 
dom, from the. barbarous Ingratitude of" his own- 
Countrymen i who, for all his eminent Services to 
Creep, could think of no better Acknowledgment,' 
than to put to d&th as a Traytor, the braveft and' 
wifeft Captain of that Age. 

Not long after this, the Terfians loft two hundred 
Ships in a Sea-Fight with the Gracians, and were 
routed at Land by a Stratagem of Gimm, the Gre- 
cian General, who after the Naval Victory, put h\i 
Men on Board the Perfidn Vcffcls which he had ta- t 
ken, and apparelling them in the Garments of the 
Fer/ian Captives, landed them near the Enemies Camp 
in Pamphylia ; who taking them for Friends, fufrer- 
cd them to enter their Trenches without Jealoufy'; 
|pd ib were all flaughter'd, except a few, who c£ 
caped by the Swiftneis of their Horfes. 

About this time, Ferities was made Prince of A- 
thens, of whom I made mention in my tormer Let- 
ters. And Themifiocles being made 'General of the 
Terjtan Army, and ferit againfl the Gracians ; rather 
than fight' againfl his Country, or betray the 'Cauft 
of his Hew Miftef, became* a* veluritary Vi&irh to hit 
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own Integrity and Honour : For, facrlficing a Pull 
in his March, he drank off a Bowl of the Blood. . 
and fell down dead at the Foot of the 4itar. 

'The next War the Per/urns were engaged in, was 
with Es?t*> where in a Battle near Memphis, the/ 
loft an hundred thbufand Men. But fending frefli 
Recruits, they dried up the River Nile, where the 
Athenian Fleet, confederate with the Egyptians, lay 
at Anchor. Which fo amazed the Egyptians, that 
they made their Peace with them : And the jfthe - 
mans fet their own Ships on Fire, in number 200, 
and returned home with Difgrace, when they had 
been fix Years in Egypt, And after this, a Peace 
Was concluded betweeh the ferfians, and thofc of 
Greece. ' And in the fifth Year of. the 8th Olympiad, 
which foon followed, there was an qniverf?l Peace 
throughout the World, which continued till the 
firft Year of the 87th Olympiad, at what time be- 
gan the EeUponneftan War. 

In the 4th Year of the SSth Olympiad, jfrtaxerxes 
died, and his Son Xerxes wa# in veiled with the 
Crown. But at a Year's End, being overcome with 
Wine, and falling afleep in a Place where no Guard 
was kept, his Brother Secundianus, with the Help 
of an Eunuch, murder'd him, and took the Govern- 
ment on himfclf. He alio was fbon after difpatched 
by his Brother Darius. 

I over-run whole Olympiads, without mentioning 
any Thing, fave the Trania&ions which made molt 
Noife in thofe Times. But I am unwitting to flip 
the Reign of any King, though 1 fpeak out two. 
Words of it, that fo thou mayeft have a ^erfeft 
Idea of their SucceiTion. 

During the whoje Series of Barius's Reign, aft 
ftory mentions nothing remarkable, but is taken up 
in relating the little Quarrels, and Reconcilia- 
tions of ieveral Provinces in Greece, fome private 
Treaties between the Perjian Qovernors of l>ejfix 
jtfia and thpfe of Tetoponpefus, and the Overtures of 
Peace between the LaceJtmnkns and the ftrjiani, 
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the End of the Telofonnefian War, with fucK othci 
Paftages, as would be too tedious for a Letter. 

I will only rehearfc a memorable Saying of Ds~ 
r\tu> on his Death-bed, to his eldeft Son Artaxerxes 9 
who Was to fucceed him in the Throne* The Princd* 
being aflured by the Royal Phyficians, that his Fa- 
ther's End drew near, thus addreflcd Diriw : f My 

* Father, fince it is the Will of the Gods to take 
' you from Earth, into their own bleflcd Society, 

< and that you have been plcafed, with the Confine 

< of the Nobles, to declare me your Succefibr in 

* the Kingdom i tell me, I befecch you, by what 
( . Methods of Policy you have govern a\t hit Empire 
«• thefe nineteen Years, that £o I may follow your 
( Example.' To whom the King reply'd j « My Son, 
'; beauTur'd, That if my R?gn has been blcfTed with 
c greater Succefs and Peace, than thofe or my Pre»» 
«- deceflbrs, 'tis becaufe in all Things I have honour- 
« ed the immortal Gods, and done Juftice to every 

< Man. 

As foon teArtaxerxes waspoflefled of the Crown* 
be fent for his Brother Cnm, and put him in Ma- 
nacles of Gold, with Deugn to make him privately 
away ; but at thelnterceflion of his Mother, he releafed 
him again, and reftor'd him to his Government oily Ma* 

About this Time> Flato the Philofopher being 
ver 7 y? un g> g* vc an ettty Specimen of a ripe Wit, 
jn coxnfoxt\nz4ntkr>*cb»s the Poet, who loft the 
Garland ia|»Juonteft with NictrAtus, at the fyfan* 
drlon Feaft; For when he beheld the Poet extreme- 
ly vex'd at the Ignorance and Partiality of Lyfander, 
who knew not how to diftinguifb between his lofty 
Meafures, and the flat Rhimes of his Antagoniftj 
Plato bid him be of good Courage : For, laid he, </S 
hh Ignorance no more Juminifbes thy Knowledge, than ( I 
a blind Man** mtfialdnf thee for another, would deprive / 
thee of thy Sight.. , 

"When Oj/rm was rcturn'd, to his Government he 
plotted to depofe his Brother j and to win Lyfander 
to his Party, he presented him with a Ship built all 
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of Gold and Ivory. Alci&iades, the famous Athe- 
nian Captain perceiving this, defign'd to give Ar- 
taxerxes notice of his Brother's Treafon : But by 
the Way he was murthcred himfelf by fome Sol- 
diers, hired for that Purpofe by LyfanJer; who yet 
durft not let upon him in the Day-time, when he 
was armed in his own Defence, but in the Night 
fethis Houfe on Fire; and as he was escaping thro' 
the Flames and Smoke, they, lying in Ambulh, ihot 
him dead with Arrows. 

However, Artaxerxes quickly became fenfible of 
his Brother's Defigns ; and raiiing an Army of Nine 
hundred thou&nd Men, gave him Battle not far 
from Babylon. In the Fight he was wounded by 
Cyrus i but altef a hot Difpute, Cyrus was kiH'd, . 
and Artaxerxes got the Victory. 

Tarifatis, the Mother of Cyrus, to revenge the 
Death of her Son, caufed thole that wounded him 
to be kill'd with lingring Torments ; and inviting 
Queen Statira the Wife of Artaxerxes to a Feaft, 
{he divided the Bird JRhindaces afunder with a Knife 
poifbned on one Side, and gave the venomed Part to 
Statira, eating the other herfelf. Upon which, the 
Queen died in horrible Anguifh and Torture. 

The famous Deeds of many Heroes arc alfb re- 
corded, during the Reign of this Artaxerxes > as of 
Agef&aus, King of . the Spartans 5 Ifhicrates, Thar- 
nabaxMs, Ttjfaf hemes, and TiribaxMs, Verpans, with 
Omen the Athenian. But fearing to infrench on thy 
Patience, I content my felf with only Mentioning 
their Names, and fo flniih my Letter with theCon- 
cluiion of Artaxerxes his Life, who died of Grief 
for the Death of his Son Arfames, v/hon^Oehus his 
Brother had caufed to be murthered out of Envy 
and Jealoufy, becaufc his Father doated on him. 

If I have not anfwered thy Expectation in this Let- 
ter, blame not me, but the Hiftorians, from whom 
I have colle&ed thefe Paf&gcs ; or accufc the Men 
of that Age, that they did not perform Greater Ac- 
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that. However, in (he next tbou fhslt hear of the 
Birth and Life of a great Fropbtr, even Altx*ndcr, 
the Conqueror of all Afia. In the mean time, I 
plunge my felt" in the-ldcas ofthe^Juft thou tread- 
eft, on, and fhrinking into an AWbrait of Humility, 
I bid thee Adieu. 

Paris, ad of the gth Mton 
of tht Tt*T 1671. 
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LETTERI. 

To Pefteli Heli, his Brother, Maffer: 
of the Cufloms, and Superinten- 
dent of the Arfenal at Conftanti- 
nople. 

I Know not Weil, whether it is my Part to be 
forry or glad, when I hear thy Son it wild and 
prodigal i that he is amorous, and very much- 

aitk&td 'to frolick with Wumtn, Wirn, and Mu- 

Jtek; that he frequents the Baths and Pbyrheufes, 

on purpofc to make ibmc latere!! for his Love, that 

ho 
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he may ibmctimes get atiight of beautiful Ladies, and 
have the Plcafure or being admitted into their Com- 
pany y that he haunts the Society of foreign Mer* 
chants, the Houfes of QbrifHan Ambajfadars, and io~ 
finuates himfelf into the Acquaintance and Familia- 
rity of all Travellers who make any Figure in the 
Imperial City. 

I proteft, it feems difficult in my Opinion to de- 
termine,. Whether thou thy felf haft Reafon to be 
frieved at all this, or not rather to rejoice, as at a. 
reiage of his future good Fortune, fince it is a ma-' 
nifeft Argument of th* Greatnels of his Soul : And 
let that alone to work out its own Way to Happi- 
nefi. Never check a Generous Spirit : For fuch are 
fuH of the Divinity. They are the Eagles, the Liens, 
the Kings and frinces or the Earth. Their Veins 
flow with. Sacred Blood: Their Nerves ftrut with 
the Milk of Taradife. A thoufand Excellencies pof- 
fefc their Hearts, and ten thoufand Perfcdions take 
Root in their Brains. Whatever of precious is feat- 
tered up and down in the Elements, meets in their 
. accomplished* Nature* as in an Epitome, or rich. 
Compendium of the hrighteft Bffences i an Extract 
of all that is valuable, good, and lovely hi the DSik 
vorfe. 

Be sot difcourag'd to fee thy Sou amorous of Wo-' 
men: Tis a Sign of a good Nature. And he islooktf 
upon as a Modifier, or degenerate Perfbn ? who ffeefc 
no Warmths or Faffloks tor that lovely Sex. VfaAen. 
are ftnt into tjie World on purpofe tobloWupthrtpjfe 
gentle Flames within bur Breafts, which ftwjnater 
6ur grofler Mould; an4 niake us more refiott X^ 
is a ifacred Frenzy of the Soul, a Divine: Mafdhefs, 
elevating a Man up to the Pitch of a Sant,qne > an$ 
rendring him the Care of the benigner Damons. He, 
is every where fife * having the Favour of Qods ant£ 
Men, as the fymah foot cxprefles. it \ ' 

guifipih amen ttnetur, eat mttfaHe fadrqui. 

And 
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And had it not teen for thy own Experience of 
this Noble Tajfion, thou hadft not had a Son to com- 
plain of. 

Perhaps it makes him ^xpenfive and coftly in his 
Manner of Living. He would, no doubt, appear* 
gay and polite in the Eyes of his Miftrejfes : He 
would be generous and magnificent in his Enter- 
tainments, liberal to his Friends and Acquaintance, 
charitable to all Perfons in Diftrels. And canft thou 
really blame him for putting in Practice fo many - 
amiable Virtues? Is not this better than to fee him 
of a foeaking, fordid Temper, addicted to Avarice, 
and other Ignoble Vices ? Remember thy own Ge- 
nius, when thou wert young -, what a paffionate De- 
light thou tookeft in Travelling ; Yet, this could not 
be maintained without great Charges. * Confider 
therefore, -that it is thy own Blood, running in the 
Veins of thy Son, which prompts him to a noble 
Way of Living. And do not thou imitate tfroie Fathers,* 
who by their Severity, teach their Children to de-" 
generate, inftead of making them better, or "more * 
reformed.' They frighten them frorri the Paths of 
innate Virtue,' for the Lucre of their .Gold, take a- 
bundance of Pains to inftrudfc them in the Methods 
of Covetoufhe/s ; . as if that alone were the Zenith 
of Wiflom and Virtue,, whereas it is in Truth the 
very Sink and Seminary of all Vice. 

I will relate to thee a Story which I have heard 
in P*w, " which, rjas fomcthmgin it very Angular 
and jcmarKabl&j concerning the Affection and' Care 
of a Father toward his Extravagant and Trodigdt Son, 
This • old Gentleman had a fair Seat, aboutten )League$ 
from this City, which had belonged to' his Family 
for the Space of Five hundred Years. His yearly 
Revenue was very confiderablej and having only one 
Sony he gave him the Liberty of managing half his 
Eftate, whea he came to the Age of One and twen- 
ty Years* 

This 
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This young Spark being of a high Spirit, was fo 
far from harbouring any Thoughts of Frugality, 
that he could hardly brook the Neceflity of living 
within the Compafs of his Allowance* He addi&ed 
himfelf to Gaming, Drinking, and other lewd Cour- 
ses, which in a ihort Time confum'd his Means, 
and reduced him to great Streights. 
* About the fame Time his Father died, and left 
him the Remainder of his Eftate, giving him all 
the Inftru&ions that are ufiial in fuch Cafes $ and 
among the reft of his fage Counfels, he charged him, 
if irfhould be his Misfortune to become a JBankruft 
again, fo as to be forced to fell his Eftate, that he 
would at leaft not part with that Houfe, which had 
been fo long in the Pofleflion of their Family : Eipd- 
ciaHy he conjured him to referve one particular 
Chamber for lymfelf as long as he lived, which was 
the fame where he then lay a dying j For this, laid 
he, *>/// be a Sanclaary for you, when you have no 
other Place of Refuge in the World* 
- After the old Man's Deceafe, his Son fell to his 
former Courfe of Life* and, to make ihort of ft, in 
a few Years fpent all his Patrimony i even that ve- 
ry Houfe it ielf, which he was forced to fell at laft 
for an Under-price, to fiipply his prefent Necefl*- 
ties. However, he obeyed his Father's laft Injun& ion; 
and in the Sale of the Houfe, made Articles for the 
perpetual Claim and Uic of that Chamber to him- 
felf. 

It was not long before he had confumed the Mo- 
ney which he had received for the. Houfe : So that 
now his lafMupport Was gone. He try'd to borrow 
of ibme of his Friends and Acquaintance: And in 
Chanty they fupply'd him at firft with fmall Sums?: 
But when he often prefs'd them, they grew weary 
of him, and deny'd to part with any more. 

The difconfolate Gentleman, overwhelm'd with 
Grief and Melancholy, returns to his Chamber, ho- 
ping to find fbmc Eafe in that private Recefs, where 

he 
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he might at leaft have the Privilege of venting his 
. Sorrow in Sighs and Tears. 

He pafs'd away forae Time in this deje&ed Con- 
dition, when at length he caft his Eyes on an old 
Trunk which flood in the Corner of the Chamber, 
and which he had fcarce ever regarded before. An 
odd Curiofity prompted him to rife and look into 
this Trunk, perhaps not fo much in Hopes of find- 
ing any Relief there, as to divert himfelf and pais 
away the tedious Minutes. And yet 'tis natural fir 
Feople m great Calamities and Misfortunes* to flatter 
themfelves with the Imagination of unexpired Reliefs, 
and to catch at every the leafi Glimffe or Shadow, that 
feems to prefage any Good. Be it how it will, he fell 
to rifling the Trunk, but found nothing, five a Par- 
cel of oki Rags and Papers, with other Remnants 
and Fragments of Silk, Linnen, and Velvet, the 
Reliques and Spoils of his Father's Wardrobe. This 
was no Booty for him : However, he ceafed not his 
Scrutiny, till he had quite empty'dtheTrmft; when, 
to his no fmall Aifanifhrneot, he found thefe Words- 
en the Bottom » Ah> Prodigal ! haft thou fbent All, 
and fold thy Houfe ? Now go and hang thy jedf. Thoro 
is a Rope ready provided fir thee in the Seam of the 
Chamber. 

The young Gentleman looking' to the Ceiling* 

•and feeing a Halter hang there, being faften'd to an 

Iron Ring* . was ftruck with fuch a Damp, that 

concluding it was the Will of Fate, that he fhould 

. fulfil the Words he found on the Bottom of the 

Trunk, he immediately took a Chair, or Stool, and 

; placing it juft under the Rope, got wf- and rattod 
himfelf upon it, that fo he might the better reach 

' the defigned Inftrument of his Death. 

He flood not long muling: For Life appeared now 
infuppor table to, him. Wherefore putting the Hal- 
ter about his Nock, in the Height of Defpair he 
kick'd the Stool away : When behold, iriftead or 
hanging there, he fell to. the Ground, the weighty 
Swing of his Body having pulled out a Piece of 

fquare 
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fquare Timber from the Beam, being that Part to 
which the Ring was faften'd. Immediately he was 
like to be overwhelmed, and buried alive in a great 
Heap of Gold, which came Jhowcring down upon 
him out of the hollow Place, which his Father had 
contrived on Purpofc in the Beam, to put this kind 
Safcafm on his Son, now fumciently mortified by Jo 
many Sorrows, 

In a word, this made Co deep an ImpreJGon on 

him, that he grew reformed, buying all his Eftate 

.b?ck ajrain with Part of the Moneys and employing 

the reft in Merchandising, grew to be a richer Man 

than his Father, or any of his Progenitors. 

Dear Fefleli, thy Son is Generous and Witty: It is 
thy Part to reclaim him by Methods agreeable to his 
Mature. JFor Ruggedneftjuid Auftcrity will make 
him but the worje, 

• Paris, ph ofthg i itb Mom 
cfthtTttr 1*71. 

t 

LETTER II. 

2* Codorafrad Cheick, a Mm of tht 

Law. 

HE R E has happened an Accident of late which 
teftifies the Zeal of the Frwch for their R& 
gion, as well as it difcovers the ra(h and unwarran- 
table Fury of a bigotted Deft$rad$. This Pe/fon wa* 
one of that Seel they call Hugontts, of whom these 
are great Multitudes in France j and they are diame- 
trically oppofite to thofc of the Roman Faith in their 
Principles, and the Manner of wor (hipping God> yet 
a*o tolerated by the State, to prevent the Iriconve- 
xingices of a Civil W*r t and the Effuuon of Human* 

Blood. 
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Blood. The King chuiing rather by GJemency to 
win them to his Party, than by a icvere Execution 
of the Laws in Force againlt them, to compel their 
Continences in Matters relating to Go J. 

Yet many Met* arc of Opinion, That this Roytl 
Condefcenixm will not have its defired Effect, upon 
a ftubborn and 'ungrateful Sort of People ; who, in- 
Head of being obliged to Fidelity and Obedience by 
fuch indulgent Favours, are apt to interpret them as 
Arguments of thp King's Impotence and Disability to 
punim -thoie that refill; his Authority, tod to harden 
.themfelves the more in their factious Ih&lence: As 
tt will appear by what I am going to relate of a 
certain religious Furiofo, a Hiigemt by Profeflion. 
^This Fellow, coming one Day into the great Temfh 
ia Buritr wjuch they c^Nofire Dame, makes up di- 
rectly toward the frieft who was celebrating the 
Mafe i and waiting a convenient Seafon to execute 
his Purpose, juft as the Triefi was efeVatiiig that 
which they efhrem the Sacr*mem*l Bikty o^* Jefus 
the Meffiasy above his Head, according to Cuftom, 
-that it might be adored by all the Congregation 5 this 
Ruffian ftept to him, and ftriking the Wafer out of 
his Hand, trampled it under Foot, and then auaf£i- 
nated the Prieft with his Dagger. 

The whole Aflfembly were aftonifhed at fuch , an 
unexampled Attempt. They flood ftill like Statues 
for a while, and fuflfered the Villain to pais through 
the Throng, till he came to the very Gate of the 
Temple: When beginning to rouae out of their Stu- 
pefaction, fome run after him, and fb he was feiz'd, 
and 4 Carried before the next CaJi or Judge of Critni- 
itfitl Caufijy who condemned him to have his Right 
Hand firft cut off before the Gate of the fame Tem- 
ple where he had been guilty of this Aflafline and 
Prophanation, and his Body presently afterwards to 
be burnt alive. Which was accordingly executed. 

But not thinking this a fufHcient Expiation of the 

Di&onour done to God, the Archbifbop of Pari* 

* • cotn*- 
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oommmanded Prayers to be made, .which they call 
the Oraijens of Forty Hours. He apposed alio a 
Solemn Proceffion of aji the Clergy to the Temple 
of Noftre X>ame, to cleanfe it from the Defilement 
which (according to their Belief) it had contracted 
by this impious Action. * The Sovereign Companies 
of the City likewife attended thefe Ceremonies in 
their Robes of Honouj, to teftify their Devotion. 

Thou wilt not conclude me an Infidel, or fay 
that I undertake the Patronage of the Roman Reli- 
gion, if I condemn this Fellow as a Martyr to .his own 
Preemption and Arrogance. The Romans and Hu- 
0w>uzre all alike to rrte, lb long as they are equal- 
ly Enemies to the Meflenger of uod. But it is not 
decent or wife, neither* good Manners nor Policy, to 
affront the eftaWHhed Religion of the Country where 
a Man lives. Twas" fuffkient that this Ruffian and 
all his Brethren had the Liberty of ferving Gqd after. 
ttodr own Way. It was an unpardonable Immora- 
lity to difturb the lawful Priefis of the Nation, efpe- 
cially m 4b barbarous 1 a Manner; in the" very Height 
of thei* Myfterics, the midft of their daily Sacrifice^ 
at the Altar of their God, where they profefsto im- 
molate after a* tranfeendant Manner, no lefs than the 
Body and Blood of the MeJJias. ' 

' Doubtless, aH Rations %xt zealous Tor their. ReUgiori, 
a* d ' w£ Muffutmans fhduld not * fcruple tp pUt to 
Death i head-ftrobg Qiafitr, wltor would prcfume but 
to ^pollute our Sacrcci Mofquts J*y his itncircumcifed 
Presence 5 mud* left (hould' we /bare him, if he at- 
tempted to offer any Violence to a Trne Believer, as* 
he was adoring the tterndl Unity after the Way ob- 
ferved fctyour Fathers, and commanded by the Pro- 
phet. And tho* thefe Razarenes. are Wprjhippers of 
Images and Piftures $ tho' they adore that which to 
all outward Appearance is but a Piece of Bread j yet 
the Precept' of Mofes ought to be regarded, which 
fays, Tejhall not blafiheme the Gods of the Nations' 
Whither ji go h dwell* 

* VenerabU 
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VentrMe Suetejfer of Mofes and the Trofbets, 
vouchfafe to prav tor Mahmtit y that whild he dwells 
among thefe Infidels, he may neither make Ship- 
wreck of his Faith by embracing their Vanities, 
nor yet forfeit his Difcrcfion by any rude, unfecm- 
ly, or violent Carriage againd them. 

Paris, 25 d of the xtth Moon 
• of the Tetr 1671. 



LETTER III. * 

* 

*to Dgnct Oglou. 

THcre are a Sort of Men among th$ Nazareno 
Ecclefefticks, whom tbey call Cafuifts. Thefe 
arc profoundly vers'd in the Learning of the Schools* 
which (if thou remembreft) honed Father Antonio* 
the Old Sicilian Triefi, our Friend, ufed to term, 
The Science of Busks. A dry, chaffy Sort of Know- 
ledge, confiding only of empty vapid Notions* 
windy Ideas, Didin&ions made in Sand, which may- 
be eftaced, alter'd, or fofm'd at Pleafure. The very 
Contemplation of thefe Metaphyseal Trifles, is 
enough to put one in a Fever ; to fubtle is the Poi-* 
fon they contain : a Spiritual Venom, which darts* 
like Lightning thro 1 one's Thoughts, and ioon fer- 

V ments the Soul, boiling our Reaion up, to fcum and 

V froth it felf away in Divine Jargon and Religious Non- 
t fcnfe. 

Thefe Men will (plit a Hair in Divinity to make 
a Scruple, or to disannul it. They raife a Dud in the 
Eyes of thofe that give heed to them, and play fad 
and loofe with Human Reafbn, as it ferves a Turn. 
They'll make a Hog of a Cuihion, and turn an jEle- 
phant into a Coflee-Difli, with their enchanting H*c~ 
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cehies, Identities, Ghtaterwfs, and the reft of their 
Learned Legerdemain, the perfect Hocus-Tocus of the 
Sorbonne j by which they juggle Men out of their 
Senfes, and frame ChitHdra's tar more mjonftrous 
than thofc in . the Fi&ions of Ovid, or the more 
early and myfterious Poems of Mufuu, Orphtus, 
and Htfiod. They teach Men to (tumble at a Feather 
in the Way of a Religious Life, yet not to boggle 
at a Milftone or a Mountain, where Intereft calls for 
Reiblution and Speed. They ftart more Difficulties 
than themfelves can anfwer in the Calces of the Poor. 
But where Plenty ©f Gold appears, every Thing is 
made eafy and plain. Mere' Higglers in Religion ; 
Quacks and Empiricks in Matters of Confcience j 
murdering a Thoufand diftempcr'd Souls, for one 
they cure : Pretending to be Guides to Paradife, they 
lead Men through uncouth Paths and intricate Wind- 
ings, till they are loft in Labyrinths of Error, bor- 
dering on the Confines of Hell. And then they 
leave them to theymfelves $ where, if they make one 
falie Step, they go out of their Bounds $ trefpafs on 
the Devil's Frontiers ; and fo are either in Danger of 
A Precipice, or at leaft of being taken Captives by 
the outlying Scouts ot the Infernal Kingdom, from 
whom 'tis difficult to efcape* 

There were fkch as thefe alfo among the Jtm 
and GentiUs of old, and fo there are at this Day in 
ail Religions, Men who are ievere in Pim&ilio\ and 
neglect the more important Precepts of the Lav. 
Nor can ihthtujfidmans themfelves be freofrom this- 
Embarrafsment of the Faith and Truth brought 
down from Heaven. 

If thou obferveft the grave and fupercilious Looks 
of our Imaum\ Mollah's, Cadi's, Sec. thou'lt take 
'em for the jufteft Men, the holieft Saints on Earth. 
M3rfc but their Difcourfe, 'tis an Abridgment of the 
Alcoran, They're feenjeach Morning at the fir ft Hour 
of Publtck JV4y*r, walking before the Mofaues, orfit- 
tujg-inthe Royal Clffrtfrtfts, under fome melancholy 
> . Cyprefs, 
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Cyprefs, reading the Book of AJfonah, or fbme other 
fpiritual Treatiie. With Eyes caft up to Heaven, or 
humbly fixed upon the Ground, and mimick Pofturcs 
of their Hands, they zCk Devotion to the Life : 
Yet, in their Hearts, perhaps, are ftudying how to / 
circumvent their Neighbours. \ 

Go to thefe Perfons for Inftru&ion in any doubt- [ 
ful Cafe, they will hamper thee with far-fetch'd ] 
Terms and crabbed Problems 5 with formal Afpe&s, 
and tedious Circumlocutions; ftroaking their Beards, 
and lighing from deceitful Breads, they will in- 
duftrioufly amufe thy Soul with dark JEnigm*% and 1 
trapan thy Senfe in Snares of inlignincant and unin- i 
telligible Words; ftriving to make thee believe, they * 
are the Picklocks of the Eternal Cabinet ; if not the 
Tr'rvyrCotmfellors of Heaven: Whereas the way of 
Piety is plain, and circumfcribed with certain noted 
Boundaries. Tis hard indeed for a bewildered Tra- 
veller to find the narroweil Gate, and hrft Avenue of 
this facred Path, amongft fb many gorgeous glitter-* 
ing Portals ever Handing open, and inviting Men into 
the fpacious Fields of Vice. But when he has once 
entered the obfeurer Pafs, he has nothing elfe to do, 
but go directly on, without turning to the right 
Hand, or the Left, only regarding the fixed Land-? 
marks of eternal Truth, invariable Reaion, and found 
Morality. To fpeak plainly, a Man's Duty is com-, 
prehended in a few eaiy Rules, and he that goes to 
render 'em difficult, by knotty, thorny Glofies, throws 
Stumbling* blocks before the Feet of True Believers* 
and interrupts their Pilgrimage to Heaven. 

My Friend, if any pious Scruple trouble thee or 
me, let us henceforth be our own Cafuifts; and not 
by blind implicite Faith, enflave our Souls to Men 
perhaps more ignorant than our fjves. The Lav 
is plain and politivc, in neceflary Matters. What 
need we feck to entangle our lelves more ? 
' If we perform our Oraifons at the appointed Hours, 
what matter is it, whether we obierve thefixTWtfi- 

onarj 
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cnary Pollures, or no ? We that are illuminated, I 
only fpeak ofrfiich. As for the phlegmatick dull 
Multitude, 'tis fit they fhould be curb'd with Difci- 
pline,«and made to obferve the nice Punclilio's of 
Obedience. What fignifies the old verfatile Turn 
of the Head, from one Side to the other, as if we 
thought to catch the Prophet peeping over our 
Shoujtdcrs? Or, where is the Senfe or the profounder 
Myftery of poring on our Fingers with extended 
Pdlms, as if we were at School, and learning our-4/- 
fhabety or imitated the clownilh Rufticks of Arme- 
nia ,• who as they work i'th' Fields and Vineyards, 
will make a Dial of their Hand, a Gnomon of a 
Straw, and lofe an Hour in ftedfaft gazing on their 
dirty Fills, to know what time of Day it is? Then 
the myfterious reding of our Hands upon our Knees, 
with other formal Ceremonies 5 What are they all, 
but an external Difcipline, confirm'd by ancient Cu- 
ftom, and obferved for Order's fake ? This need not 
trouble thee or me, whenever we have occafion to 
retrench fiich indifferent Niceties. 

Nay, *o go farther ,• if we fhould neglect the 
ftatcd Periods of folemn Adoration, compelled there- 
to by Sicknefs, Travelling, or any other Neceflity ; 
be not difconlblate, as if thou had ft been guilty or a 
mortal Sin. Some fupererogating Work of Charity, 
will cancel ten fiich Faults as that : Or at lcaft, thoa 
may'ft look boldly in the Face of God, when at ano- 
ther Seafon, on thy Knees, thou makeft ample Com- 
peniation; or by facred Abftinence and Falling, di£ 
perfeft all the Mills and Clouds of Guilt, that fat fo 
heavy on thy Soul. The Times are all alike to him that 
is Eternal. There's no Dillin&ion of Day or Nighr, 
with that immortal EfTence, who made the Sun and 
Stars, and is Himfelf the unchangeable Source of Light. 

So, if we fhould addrels ourlelves to Heaven, with* 
out the ulual Forms of Prayer, or any Words at all 5 
we have no reafbn to be fad, as if our Orailbns were 
ineffectual and unheard. In the Eternal, High 
Rccefs, our filent Vows, and foftcft Whifpcrs of the 

K Soul, 
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Soul, echo as loud as the mod bold, and noiiy Cla- 
mour of the Tongue. There is a Rank of Spirits 
among the reft above, on purpofe made to waft the 
fecret Thoughts of mortal Men to Heaven. We can- 
sot fail of Audience there, whenever we (end the 
leaft Ejaculation up, with firm Credentials from the 
Heart. 

In a word, believe my Dgnet, That the Supreme- 
ly Inselthent and Wife chiefly regards the Intention 
and Fervor of our Minds, the habitual Bent of our 
Souls, with the innocent and pious Actions of our 
Lives. He is not to be moved (unlefs to Indigna- 
tion) by the vain Tautologies of our verbal Oraiions, 
the nauseating Crambe of devouteft Words, common 
to Hypocrites and Pcribns of Sincerity, to the moft 
incorrigible Sinners and the greateft Saints. The 
humble Silence of a Heart refign'd to Dcftiny, is a 
pacifick Sacrifice, atoning for the greateft Sins, at- 
tracting choiceft Favours, Smiles and Benedictions 
from the Eternal. This is the Difcipline of facred 
Love, the Rule of perfc& Life, the iecrct Chart of 
the Elccl:, whereby they fteer their Courfe to Par*- 
4'tfe. 

Which .of the Prophets was a formal Beadfman, 
to number out his Oraifbns at FingerVEnd, and of- 
fer u'p to Qop a (hart and vain Retail of Words, in 
Recompence of infinite .Bounties paft, and in hopes 
of more to come ? 

When Mahomet was putfued by cruel Infidels, and 
fore'd to make the Wild erne Is £is San&uary, and 
Jiide him felf within the Hollow of an aged Oak, he 
•did not feek to amufethe Eternal with ftudied Forms 
of Speech, and human Eloquence, or, tire th* im- 
mortal Ears with a religious long Harangue ; as if 
he thought to enfiiare the gencralMercy-of the H&- 
ly One, in Trains .of artificial .and elaborate Lan- 
guage, or catch his more particular Indulgence^ 
in a Trap of fubtle Rhetorick. The harmleft 
Saint, with Heart and Face carnpos'd, with fclf- 
alenying Thoughts and Looks, flood like a Statue in 

th* 
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the bleflcd Afylum : Whilft gentle Rivulets of com- 
panionate Tears trill'd down his. Cheeks, his Soul 
was pierced with iacred Pity to his Enemies. He 
figh'd and wifli'd, in fhort, whatever blamelefs Piety 
could fiiggeft for him and them. Angels immedi- 
ately carried the prophetick Vows to Heaven. His 
filent paffionate Prayer was heard. The cruel Per- 
lecutors, blinded with impious Fury, ruined into the 
Deiartj they fpread themfelves abroad, and rode at 
large : One Traytor fpurred his Horfe thro' thickeH 
Webs of low-entangled Thorns and Under-woods, 
greedy of the Royal and Majcftick Prey 5 whilft 
others took the open Paths, hoping to overtake 
the Prophet on the Flight. They feem'd to fwim, 
or fly rather than ride, fiich was the Swiftnefs of 
their Courfe, fierce was the Cry, re-echo'd from the 
Hollows of the Rocks and Valleys, (Mecca, for the 
Head of Mahomet). Some {tumbled at the out- 
creeping Roots of Tretes, and broke a Leg or an Arm, 
by a precipitate Fall from off their Bcafts j whilft others 
had their Eyes (truck blind by interfering Twigs. One 
had his Turbant rudely brufh'd off, and Scalp fevere- 
ly fhaved, by broken- Stumps of Boughs, and Rows 
of knotty Branches, placed and bent down by Fate, 
on purpofe to avenge the Apoftle's Caufe on fuch a. 
Miscreant as this. Another could not curb his Horfe 
from jumping down into a deep Quarry, digg'd in 
the mid ft of the Wood, where- the proud Heretick 
dafh'd his' Skull and Brains upon the Marble Pave- 
ment at the Bottom. So fcnfible and vindictive are 
inanimate Creatures, when a good Man, a Saint, a 
Friend of God is wronged. The very Stocks and 
Stones, and all the Elements are touched with facred 
Sympathies at fuch a Time. The Frame of Nature 
feels ftrange tender Paftlons, Fits, and Qualms of 
amorous Regard.; And God himfelf, if I may (b 
czprefs my felf, is roused as from a Trance ; and 
ihatching up the Weapons of his Power and Wrath, 
runs like a Champion tp defend the Caufe of in- 
jured Innocence, 

K. x But 
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But I forget that I am writing a Letter, and 
therefore ought to be brief. Befides, what I iiave 
faid is furHcient to convince thee, that I havfe^ an 
Idea of Religion, far different from that which the 
Cafuifts, % whether Mujftdmans or Christians, would 
imprint in Mens Minds. — 

If thou canfi: not think as I do, I condemn thee 
not. Ufe thy native Freedom ; but remember, that 
tho* Mens Reafbns and Opinions • vary ps do their 
Faces $ vet Truth is homogeneous, uniform, and ever 
of the fame Complexion, in all Ages and Nations. 

Paris, \fi of the id Moon 
of the Tear 16*72. 



LETTER W. 
To the Kaimacham. 

TH E King of Trance has lately made a League 
with the King of England. Whereupon the 
People, by way of Proverb, fay, That Mars and 
Jupiter are now in Conjunction : reflecting thereby, 
on the different Temper of thefe two Princes. The 
one debonair and jovial, excemvely addicted to Wo- 
men and Wine, yet not forgetting or declining mar- 
tial Affairs, when his Honour or Intereft invites 
him to take up Arms : The ojher feeming wholly 
taken up with the Thoughts of Conqueft,. and en- 
larging his Dominions } yet fparing fome time for 
the Enjoyment of himlelf, and Profecution of his 
Amours. 

However, both of them now have proclaimed 
open War againft, the Hollanders, by Sea and Land. 
The King of Sweden, who was before an Alty of 
the Dutch, has of late declared himfelf a' Neuter. 

And 
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And the Bilhop of Munfter, who is one of the E- 
le&ors of the German Empire, is engaged in the 
French Intereft. 

. Thus are fome of the Princes and States in £«- 
rope divided already} and God knows how far the 
Breach may extend in time. 

Tis not altogether unworthy of Remark, what 
different Factions there were of late amongft the 

" Hollanders thernfelves, tho' a Republick, pretending 
to greater and fafter Union of Interefts than what 
can be found in any Monarchy. Yet this Common- 
wealth was rent into three feveral Parties : Whereof 
one was headed by the Prince of Orange j the 
other of John de Wit, and the third was compofed 
of the Commons, without any Chief of Note. 

I will not trouble thee with a Character of the 
Prince of Orange : He is already known by Fame 
at the Sublime Porte. As to John de Wit, I can give 
no other Account at prefent, but that he was a Per- 
fon } whom Fortune had raifcd to fuch an Eminence 
in the Commonwealth, as made him the Prince of 
Orange's Rival, and Competitor for the Supremacy. 
Therefore he fought to exclude him from all Em- 
ployments and Offices of Truft, that he might efta- 

- bMih himfelf in his Place. 

The third Party, whom we may call Republicans, 
were of Opinion, That it was not for the Honour 

.of the Commonwealth to acknowledge any Head-, 
judging that the Eftablifhraent or Exclusion, the 
Rife or Fall of the Prince, or De Wit, ought to be 
a thing indifferent to the States. In regard the Com- 
monwealth appeared in their Sight fufficient to flourifb, 
under the Protection of her own Arms and Riches, 
without having any need of either the Prince of O- 
range's Afliftance, or De-Wit's. 

However, notwithftanding thefe Animofities of the 
Hollanders among thernfelves, 33 ibon as they found 
thernfelves engaged in a War with two fuch potent 
Monarchs, they all unanimoufly- chofe the Prince 

K 3 of 
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of Orangey, as General of their Army : Remembring 
the famous Actions of his Fathers, the Princes of 
the Houfe of Na/fau, by whofe Valour and Conduit 
they had gain'd and conferv'd their Liberties. On 
the other Side, Ve Wit, having render'd himfelf 
odious to the Vulgar, was by them torn in Pieces ; 
Such a Deftiny oft happening to thofc who afpire 
to, rai.fe themfelves by unlawful Methods, and who 
are ambitious to be the Ringleaders of a Faction. 

The French call the Prince of Orange a General 
without an Army j in regard the Hollanders being 
as yet only upon the Defenfive, and their Towns 
wanting ftrong Garrifbns, their Soldiers are all dif- 
pofed of this way, ib that "there is little or no Ap- 
pearance of a Field Army. \ 
' This is certain, the King of France i$ the mod 
gallant Prince in Eur op e, £fe pafles from Divertife- 
xncnts to the Toils of thenar 5 and from the Cam- 
paign returns to his Pleafares again. Thus 'tis diffi- 
cult to diftinguifh between his Labours and Recrea- 
tions; his Pieadires and his BufTnefs. They feem to 
be fo near of kin, that he takes equal Pieaiurc in 
loth. 

'Twas but a little before the firft Appearances of 
tlr's War, that he and his Queen were revelling in the 
'Gardens of Chanttlly, where a Royal Entertainment 
was prepared for them by Night. The Court attend* 
ed them thither $ and there the Roman Luxury was 
feen in Royal Miniature. As fbon as the Gates were 
cpen'd, there appeared an artificial Dayj fo light was 
the Place made with Flambeaux and Lamps : Which 
being well placed among the Trees with other re- 
fin\i Illuminations, adorn'd with Chaplets of 
Flowers, which prefented the Eye with a pleafing 
Medley of Colours, interfperfed with Oranges, Ci- 
trons, and other agreeable Fruits, tranfported the 
Company with exquifite Delights. All together 
pretty well rcfembled a Foreft in a Chamber : For 
the Walls not beiqg far from the Place where the 
King fat, were hung with Arras, with a Multitude 

of 
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of Lights burning near the Hangings ; arid there Was 
a Spring of Water in the middle of the Garden, raiting 
it felf after a wonderful Manner into the Form of a high 
Pyramid \ and falling again into three Bafons of Mar- 
ble fueccffively, from one to the other, made a plea- 
i^nt Spectacle to the Courtiers. 

Then a mod magnificent Collation was ferved up 
with vocal and inftrumental Mufick, £b foft and ruic, 
with a fudden Dew cooling the Air, which had a 
&mell like Sweet-Bryars, as rendered the Place a 
perfect Paradife. After which followed the King's 
Supper, far furpafling the other Banquet in all man- 
ner of Delicacy and Politenefs, as well as the ftu- 
pendous Abundance of Difhes. When Supper was 
ended, they were entertained with a Show of fbme- 
thing admirable and new in Fire- works. But tho* it 
be £0 to them, I will not trouble thee with a Defcrip*- 
tion of it > iince thou haft feen far finer and more 
coftly at Conftantinofle, or where-ever the great Sul- 
tan kept his Refidence at the Time of a Dunalma. 

After this, the Ring went to fee the New Forti- 
fications of Dunkirk, which he had ordcr'd not long 
before. And in a little Time, followed this Decla- 
ration of War againil Holland. 

So Things go in a Circle from War to Peace; 
from Peace to War again. However, thou wilt the 
better know by what I have faid, how to comport 
thy felf, in cafe of any Difference between the Eng- 
tifl* French, and Hollanders at the Sublime Porte. 
Goo infpire thee with ClimaBerical Wiiclom, to 
adjuft all Difficulties in their dated Periods. 

Paris, 16th of the $d Moon 
of the Tear 1672. 
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LETTER V. 

*To Cara Hali, Vhyficianto the Grand 

Seignior. 

THoh haft borne with a thoufand Impertinencies 
in my Letters ; and I know not whether what 
I am now going to write, will deferve a better Cha- 
racter. However, I fed a Spirit within me, check- 
ing my ftupid Mind, in that I was not before fen- 
lible of my Error, but muft make fb late a Recan- 
tation. It is impoflible for me to reflecl: on the 
vain and trifling Subjects I have all along entertained 
thee with, and not to bluih at . fo grand an Overf- 
light ; fince I then feemed not fo much as to regard 
thy Knowledge and Pra&ice in Medicines, which has 
exalted thee to the Honour of being placed in the Front 
of thofe who take Care of the Grand Seignior's Health. 
Much lefs did I prefent thee with Matters (iiitable to 
thy more interior Knowledge, and that hidden Wis- 
dom, which defervedly ranks thee among the moft 
perfect and accomplifhed Mortals. 

In ancient Times, Theology and Thyfick were count- 
ed Sciences of fuch a near Relation and mutual De- 
pend an ce, that one could not fubiift without /t the 
other. By Phyftck they meant the general Science of 
Nature, otherwife term'd Magick: Which compre- 
hended under it the Knowledge of the Heavens, the 
Elements, and every Being within their vaft Circum- 
ference : The Motions of Sun, Moon, and Stars, their 
various AffeSts, Influences and DoimnionsAn this lower 
World : The Mature of the Winds and Meteors, with- 
their Effects i the Virtues of all Plants, and living 
Creatures 5 as^alfo of infenfible Things the Metals, 
Minerals, and other Subftances founlj^both on the 
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Surface of the Earth, within its Concave, and im. 
the Sea. 

Such as thofe of old, were Afollonius Thyan&us, 
with the Magi of Terfia and ChaltUa j fuch as Hie- 
rarchy s among the Brachmans -, Tefpion the Gymnofo- 
ffoifli Budda the Babylonian ; Numa Bompilius at Rome; 
Zamolxides of Thrace $ Abbaris the Hyperborean ; 
Hermes Trifmegiftus of Mgyft j Zoroafter the Son of 
Orarn/tfes King of Baftria j Bvantes an Arabian King; 
Zacbaria^ a Babylonian, j Jofeph a Hebrew^ ; with 
many others of different Nations j as Zenotenus* Ki- 
rannides* Almadat, Thetel* Alchind, Abel, Ptolomy, 
Ceber 9 Zabe\U Nas&barub, Tebiti Aerith y Solomon^ 
AftrQphon, f \HifpArchfis t Alcmeon, 8cc. And of- later 
Date, Alberius, furnamed /£' Gra*/, Arnoldus d* 
Villa Nova, (gardan, Raymond Lullius, with a few 
inore hot worth the naming. 
. Thefc contemplated the fccret Force and Virtue 
of celeftiaf and fublunary Things} the hidden Sym> 
path j betweerr them and the myfterious Powers of 
Nature. *!Then having by a curious and painful 
Scrutiny trae'd out the true Genealogies of Things,, 
pad their Nativities, and difcovered all their Kirir 
dred, Allies, Friends and Enemies ; knew by applying 
in due Seafbh ^ftives to proper Pajfives ? how to pro- 
duce Efte&s appearing fhrpendous Prodigies to the 
.Vulgar, and no lets than Miracles : Whereas, all this 
j& but a pure Refult of Nature, help'd by human 
&*t* So Watches, pials, Clocks, and Mirrors, ap<- 
.pep.tt at firft to'thf ignorant World, the Effects of 
Mfg}ck\[ £§>ecjally« the fimple Natives. of America, 
Ihewd' little more Wit than Apes or Cats, which 
look behind the Glajfs, to find the active Figure of 
^thcmielves, .that they iaw in it. 
, 9 And now I am got amongft thofe poor Bar bar i- 
jms, I cannot forget a Paflage of a poor Peruvian 
Slave, who bejjsg lent by his Spamjh Mafter with p . 
Basket of choice .Fruit, and a Letter to his .Friend 5 
the filly Ignoxamus, being faint, by reafon of the ex- 
ceffive Heat } his Journey being' alfo tedious, from 
1 K. s . thc 
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the Town of Uma to a Village near the Mountains 
of Totofi, eat up the Fruit by the Way, to allay his 
Hungry Thirft. However, not having fo good a 
Stomach to the Letter, he deliver'd it fafe to the 
Perfon to whom it was addrefs'd j never once dream- 
ing that an infenfible Piece of Paper could tell Tales* 
But that difcovering his Crime, when he came home, 
his Matter order'd hirn to the Baftinado, to make him 
fenfible of it. Then he was fent again on the 
fame Errand with Oranges and a Letter 5 and meet- 
ing with the fame Temptation, he knew not what 
to do. At laft, he hid the Letter under a Heap of 
Sand : wifely concluding. That if it faw him not, it 
could never betray his Fa'6L However, to fecurc it 
from all Means of Peeping, he fpread his Mantle 
over the Place, and then fell roundly to his Banquet ; 
thinking he mould now have no Accufer. In fine, 
fee eat up all the Oranges, and was worfebang'd for 
his Pains than the Time before. 

Generous Halt, thou fee'ft I am fallen into the 
fame Error for which I made Apology at the Be- 
ginning of this Letter : But thou can'ft eafllv forgive 
4uch Crimes as thefe. Suffer me only to relapfe thus 
far, That I may mention the Mathematical Magici- 
ans $ fuch as Archyias; who made z Wooden Pigeon to 
fly ; and Albert the /Great, who taught a Brazen 
Head to fpeak : Not 'forgetting him unknown by 
Name, who gave to the Statues of Mercury, Voluble 
Tongues, and Elegant Languages ; b][ whofe Mecha- 
nic k Art a Brazen: ^r fent learn'd to hifs: and Birds 
of the fame Metal with other Helps, out-vy'd the 
Nightingales andhThrufhes in their Mtelody. 

I will not arhft the execrable Practices of Necro- 
mancers, or fucfi as invocate the Dead ; and with 
nefandous Ceremonies, Rites and Sacrifices, call to 
Aid Infernal Spirits j bind them in Cryftals, or fbme 
other Vehicle ; arid then adote 'em as the ancient 
lAxmans did their- Lares and Penates. Thefe are their 
les which they confuk in -all Emergencies j and 



l 2^ riH li^ MM fl 



Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris. 203 

fey their Help, work Wonders in the World, fbre- 
tei Things future, and reveal the moft remote and 
hidden Secrets, whether paft, or prefent. Nor is this 
a Fable, or an Old- Wife's Tale j for unlefs the ex- 
perienced Nations of the Earth had found fome real 
Evils from Wizards, Magicians and Witches > they 
would not have made fo fevere Laws againft them, 
as ro aim at their Extermination from the Earth. 
. Neither need we admire, that Women are as much 
addicted to thefe curled Vanities as Men j fincc they 
are naturally more inquifitive into Secrets,, and leis 
cautious of being impoied upon : Tney are prone 
to Superftition j and from their Infancy, bred up to 
obferve their Dreams, their Moles, and other Marks 
upon their Bodies. They covet all the Depth of 
Palmiftry and Phyfiognomy 5 befides a Thoufand 
other little Follies. 

If they meet a Man in the Street at flrft going 
out, they are- encouraged, and take it for a Sign of 
their good Fortune. But if one of their own Sex 
'encounters them, they curie the undeh*gningj r emale f 
and return home again. They obferve Fatal Days 
and Nights, and certain Critical Hours, wherein 
they try Experiments to know their future Husbands. 
They brew enchanting Philters for their Lovers, and 
intoxicate them with Liquors, wherein young hu- 
man Cupids. hzve been boiled with Herbs, as power- 
ful to ef&& their With, as thofe that Circe or Me- 
dea knew. In (hort, there is no Species of Smile- 
iy, or Divination, which vain and young Maidens 
are not pra&is'd in : Which has a fair Difpofition, 
or Introduction, to tfce blackeft Kind of Magick. 
k But blefled ajg they, O Pious a^d moil Learned 
Halt, who being profoundly skilled, and daily con- 
verfant in the Science of Nature, have •never 
tainted themfelves by any unlawful Commerce with 
Spirits Unclean, Infernal, and Enemies to God. 
They are Divine Magicians, having Celeflial Cha- 
racters, the hidden Name of Cod imprinted on their 

K 6 x Souls, 
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Souls, whereby they are able to attract the Angels* 
and make the higheft Spirits obey him* 

Halt, God grant that thou mayeft be one of this 
venerable and nappy Number, Farewel. 

Paris, fth of the \th Moon 
of the Tear 167.x* 



LETTER VI. 

1 

To Orchan Cabet/Student of the Sci- 
ences, and Penfioner to the Grand 
Seignior, 

IT has been a long Time fince the Chriftians have 
openly publifhcd Libels againft our Holy Lawgiver, 
and the Book which he received from the Hands of 
CabrieL one of the chief Princes ot Heaven : They 
affirm for an undoubted Truth, That Mahomet him- 
felf compos'd that Volume of Light, by the Help 
of Nejkrms a Cbriftian Monk, and Abdalla a few : 
And that it is but an artificial Medley, a Hotch-potch, 
or Gallimaufry of Pagan, Jewtfh and Chriflian Prin- 
ciples j cunningly fuited and blended together, in 
order to gain Profely tes of all Religions. 

I proteft by the Veneration I owe to^the Eternal 
God of Heaven, That I really believe tic Alcoran to 
be of Divine Original. Sucn is the inimitable Ele- 
gance of the Stile, the Brightnefs-and Force of its 
Reafbns and Arguments, the wonderful and charming 
Contexture of Things Hifiorical, Moral and Divine \ 
that all the Writings in the World befide, feem to 
be flat and infipid, compar'd with this Sacred and 
Stupendous Pandefi of Wiidom, Yet, Imuft,confefs, 

;" • I 
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I know not how to anfwer the Accufatkm of the 
Nazarenes, because I have never read any Mnffulman 
Treatife, that undertook to refute thefe Calumnies : 
Which makes me apt to think, ther* is none fuch 
extant. For I have made diligent Enquiry, di&ours'd 
with feveral learned Do&ors of our Law : but can 
gain no Satisfaction in that Point. 

Perhaps, our Fathers in former Ages were igno- 
rant how the Meflenger of God had been tradue'd 
by the Chriftiansj or if they knew it, yet they di£ 
dain'd to anfwer fuch malicious Lyes. And as for 
thefe modern Times, the Zeal of Religion is grown 
too cold among the true Believers. Every one is 
carried away with Self-Love, whilft no Man wil} 
be at the Pains to defend the Truth, or manifeft the 
Errors of our Enemies. Bcfides it is now impoffi* 
ble to difprove what they fay concerning Neftoritu 
and Abdalla -, unlefs we could produce Authors of 
unqueftionable Authority, who . ljv'd in Mahomet's 
Time, and fo could give a, more exa& Account of 
his Life, than thofe that came after them. 

However, if we confult common Reafen, we {hall 
find it very improbable, .That Three Men of fuch 
contrary Principles, as *1few> a Chriftian, and aPa* 
gan, (hould all voluntarily agree and jump in one 
Dcfign of brewing their feveral Religions together/ 
and drawing fuch an. Extract from them as could 
* fuit with neither or their Parties fingly, and was like 
.to have all pf them together for its Eneibies and 
Perfecutors : There was no Ground for them to exr 
pe&the Conversion of any jfeps, fb long as the -<i/- 
coran aflerts Jefus, the Son of Mary, to be the trm 
Mejfas, the Word, and Breath of God, Worker of Mira- 
cles, Healer of Difeafes, Preacher of Heavenly Dotfrfae, 
and Exemplary Pattern of a perfect Life - y denying that 
he was Crucify'd, but affirming that he Afcended into 
paradife* " Whereas the yews call him an Execrate 
ImPoftor, .Magician, Seducer of the Nations j and fi- 
nally, by way of extreme Perilion, they term him 

the Man that was hang'd on a Jrre. 

Neither 
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Neither was the Alcoran like to find any better 
Entertainment among the ChriJHans, for this Iaft 
Rcafon $ in that it denies the Crucifixion of the 
Mejpds; which* is the Bafis whereon all the Super- 
ftru&ure of their Religion is built: *Tis the Angu- 
lar Stone of ChrijHanity. Befides they could never 
be reconcil'd to Polygamy, Circumcifion, aboliihing 
of Images and Pi&ures ; nor to a grfcat many other. 
Things which the MHJTulman-Law enjoins. Efpe- 
cially they could never brook the Denial of the Tri- 
nity. 

' And for the fame Reafbn, this iuppos'd, patch'd 
Form of Religion would have been as little welcome 
to the Gentiles, in that it took from them the Multi- 
tude of their Gods, and aflerted the Unity of the 
Divine Eflencc. So that all Circumftances being 
wcigh'd, it appears that the Alcoran, fince it has 
had fiich Succefs in the World, could not be forg'd 
by thofe Three, nor compos'd by any human Pen; 
but is of Divine Original. Befides, had there been 
fuch a Triumvirate known in the Cafe, the Cordis 
of Mecca, ■ and other Mortal Enemies of Mahomet 
aud his Do&rine, would not have fpar'd to upbraid 
him with it : And if they were not known to the 
Arabians, who were conversant with him, how 
came the Chrtftians to be infornVd of this private 
Cabal, who were altogether Strangers to Mahomet 
at that Time? 

Confider well thefe Things, and thou wilt have 
'no Reafon to give Credit to the Calumnies and ly- 
ing Afperfions caft on the Apoftle of God by Unbelie- 
vers ; out being more and more confirmed in the 
Undented Faith, wilt glorify God, who has guided 
thee in the right Way, and not into the Way of In* 
$kls, and thole with whom he is difpleafed. 

Orchan, as thou art endu'd with great Learning, I 
counfei thee to employ it in defending the Caufe of 
the Prophet, who cou'd neither write nor read. 

Paris, ifth of the 6th Moon 
ef the Tear 1671. 

' LET- 
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LETTER VII. 

To Hamet, Reis Effendi, 'Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

TT E RE has been hot *Work this Slimmer in the 
XX Weft. The King of France has made fu<& 
Iwift and large Conquers on the Hollanders, that 
they have hardly had Time to confider their LofTes, 
and the Number of their Towns fallen into their 
Enemies Hands. 

It always falls out fb, when this Monarch goes in 
Per (on to the Campaign, as he did this Year. In a 
very little Time he took Bunch, Orfay, Rsmberg, Ve- 
*,*/, Rees, Ewmerick, and many dthef Places. . Yet 
this Succefc was allay'd with the Death of the Duke 
of Longueville, who fell a Victim, either to his Dull-? 
nefs or Temerity, in not hearing, or not receiving the 
Cries of the Enemy, who demanded Quarter as the 
Trench were parting the Rhine. He was (hot with a 
Musket -Bullet : And the Duke of Engui»> his Cou- 
fin, vcr jyiarrowly cfcap*d j for they were both 
jointly engag'd in the lame A&ion. 

The Death of this Prince is much lamented, not 

.only by thofe of his Family, but by the whole Court 

and City, as being in the Flower of his Time, having 

"fignaliVd his Valour at the Siege of Cmdy, the ConoueS 

* of the Frtnche-Compti, and other warlike Expeditions. 
And they difcourfe, as if he had been defign'd to 

.ftand Candidate for the Volijh Crown. 

I am the more particular in this Relation, be- 
caufe the Enterprise of the Trench King in parting 
the Rhine, is look'd upon as one of the molt hardy 

* and bold, that ever was taken in Hand. In all the 
, Hiftories of theie Parts, there is not one Example 

of fo fiirprifcing an Expedition. And the Succefi 
anfwer'd their Expectations ; Fox the HeU*nd<rs were 

ex- 
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extremely daunted and difheartened by the News of 
thefe Exploits. In a little Time Jbrnhtim and Nime- 
guen, were reduced to the King's Obedience j with 
the Fort of Skin, and Towns of D* Oesburg, Bomel, 
Zutphen ; Deventer, the Metropolis of a Province ^ 
with Weifet, Tongrts, Mafeick, Dortemain, Flbourg\ 
Woerdtn, Arnheim, another Capital City, with many 
more Places, too tedious to be rehears'd. 

In a Word, Such are hjs expeditious. Marches, his 
&ge Counfels, his never-failing Success,- that the 
People think it not Flattery to call him a fecond 
Alexander the Great, Tamerlane, Scantier beg, Scipw, 
Hannibal, and all the great heroick Names in the 

World. 

. To fpeak the Truth, the Kings of France have all 
along made an illuftrious Figure in the World. And 
their famous Exploits in War, with their Heroic Is: 
Actions in Time^f Peace, afrbrJl Sufficient Matter 
for the higheflr Panegyricks, without an Occafion of 
Hyperbole's. Which mad$ one of the Roman Mufti y s 
in z Letter to the King of France* thus exprefs him- 
felf~ 'By how much the Rbyal Dignity, trarifechds 
* the State or other Men, ib far is the Monarchy of 
« France exalted above all the Kingdom s*in the World.* 
Pope Urban IV. faifl, that the King of France was 
as the- Morning Star in the Firmament of Vrincis j 
brighter than, all other Kings,, a perfect God on Earth* 
*Tis aflerted by another Author> That' by the King 
of France's Shadow, the whole World is ruFd. And 
fuch was theEfteem that ?ype>CUment had for this Mo- 
narchy, that he granted a hundred Dajte Indulgence to 
every one that jtoy'd for theKrngof France ( to which 

Vo^ Innocent TV. added 1 . Tcn c Days friore. '• 

'Tis a Maxim in the Salicpie Law, That the King 
of France never dies. But this indeed Is altogether 
^s true in. Spain, Great-Britain, and other Hereditary \ 
J&ngdoms, till the Succeiiion fails. For then it de- 
r gene>aies to an Ele&rve Monarchy; or otherwife in- 
to Ariftocracy j or _]aft of ' all into Democracy, or 

aRepublick. "V-" / '" : " .' t'Z~ ' 
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But Frame is yet free from thcfe painted Forms 
4>f Slavery. He* Kings are mafculine and vigorous; 
her Queens chafte and fruitful. There never wants 
an Heir apparent to the Crown. And this fecures 
the Nation from a thoufand Calamities* which at- 
tend Ele&ive Monarchies, and more popular Forms 
of Government. 

What Injuftices, Cruelties, Mauacres, and all man- 
ner of public k Grievances were complained of in 
Rome, after Claudius Ctfar had bought the Empire 
of his Soldiers ? What Bickerings between the Se- 
nate, the People, and the Armies? EachParty would 
have an Emperor of their own chufing ; One Pro- 
vince was emulous of another : So that fbmetimes 
there have been twenty or thirty Emperors together, 
all claiming the Sovereignty. - And when~ there were 
but two, luch was the obftinate and ftrong Dispute 
between them, that they have been fore'd to (hare the 
Empire equally, as the only Means to prevent its utter 
Diflolution. Hence fprung the flrft Inftitution of 
Collegues in the Empire. And this was the Root 
of thoie Factions and Divifions, which increaling 
and growing up with Time, branch'd forth into 
fmafler Schifmsj till at length, by the Ambition of 
fbme, the Misfortune or Carelcfsn^fs of others, or at 
leaft their want of Power and Courage j that migh- 
ty Empire was cantoned, rent in pieces, and dwin- 
dled into that narrow Dominion which it now po£ 
tfefles under the Tutelage of the Houfe of Auflria. 
And there appear no Hopes of its^ ever being reftor'd 
again to its priftine Grandeur, unlefs the Bourbons, 
with their growing Fortune, (hall crown the Eagle 
With a Chaplet of Flower de-Lys t and change the 
Seat of the Wefiern Monarchy^ from improfperous 
Vienna to all-conquering Varis. 

In a Word, Henry IV. began the Defign* Lewis 
XIII. carried it on, and this prefent King nas fb far 
improv'd it, by his matchlefi Fortune and Courage, 
that in all Probability, this or the next Age will fee it 
brought to Perfe&ion. 

Accom- 
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AccompliftYd Minifler, I bow my fclf with abun- 
dance of interior Veneration, to the Duft of thy 
Feet : I affectionately kifs the Border of thy Robe, 
and bid thee a devout Adieu. 

Paris, r 4*£ of the 2th Mom 
eftht Te*r i6jz. 



LETTER VIII. 

7b William Vofpel, a Reclufe of 

Auftria. 

TH Y Letters make me very refflefi and inqut- 
fltive j they awaken new Doubts and Scruples 
in my &reaft, inftcad of removing or iatisfying the 
old ones. Frefh Queries ftart in my Mind ; and the 
more thou laboured to faften me in thy narrow Su- 
perftition and bigotted 7>eal for the Infallibility of 
the Pope and the Raman Church, the loofer I grow. 
My Soul is like a wild Colt in the Wildernefs, that 
tones up his Head, fnufrs the Air in Indignation* 
and (corning the Bridle of Servitude, neighs for Joy 
at his native Liberty, (tampering at large thro' the 
Jblitary Waftej nor can he be wheedled by human 
Craft to lofe his beloved Freedom, or change it for a 
tame Captivity. 

I have revolv'd in my Mind the Ages that are paft, 
and the Years of untraceable Origin. I .have exa- 
min'd the Times and Seaibns of the World, recorded in 
Hiftory j from Adam to Mofes* from Mofes tt>Je[us f 
and from fefus to thefe prefent Days wherein we live. 
After all, I find that the Memoirs or former Tranfe&i- 
ons / are covcr'd with great Darkn*6 ; yet there arc not 
wanting fomc Glimmerings of Light, to diredr. a di- 
ligent Mind, and impartial Lover of Truth. 

Jtfm 
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Jefus the Son of Mary, was of the Stock of A- 
braham, Ifaac, and Jacob. He was educated in the 
Law of Mofes, which he obferv'd in all Things to 
a Tittle : And in his Life-time he laid, Think not 
that t come to deftroy the Lav, but to perfecl it. His 
Apoftles obferv'd the fame Rule, and in all Things 
were ftridfc Obfervers of the ftated Precepts. So 
were the Primitive Chriftians, even to the keeping 
of the Jewifh Sabbath, befides tho firft Day of the 
Week, appointed for the publick Celebration of their 
own Myfteries. They abftain'd from Blood, and from 
Things ftrangled, and from all unclean Meats, and 
fuch as were facrifie'd to Idols. They had no Images 
or Pictures in their Churches, Chapels, or Oratories. 
In fine, they obferv'd all the neceuary Purifications, 
and ador'd One God with Unity of Heart, and 
lively Faith and good Works. Whereas thou fee'fr, 
the prefent Roman Church follows quite contrary 
Maxims. They give the Lye to our Lord's own 
Declaration > and pofitivcly fay, that he came on 
purpofe to abolifh the Law, and introduce an Uhi- 
verial Liberty 5 that we may now as freeiy banquet 
on the Blood of {lain Beads, as on the Milk of the 
Living i and eat of Swines Flejh, and other abomina- 
ble Food, with as little Detriment to our Souls, as s 
on the Flefh of Lambs, or other clean Creatures al- 
lowed by the Law of G oo. How can this hang 
together, or be credited by any Rational Man ? Tis 
no wonder there are fo many libertines and Atheifts 
in the World, when they find Chriftianity to be a 
roeer Heap of palpable Contradictions. 

To this thou wilt anfwer, according to the com- 
mon Rule of Divines, that during the Frimitiv* 
Times, the Apoftles, and all other Chriftians, obferv'd 
the Law of Mops, for fear of giving Scandal to the 
Jews, of whom great Numbers were converted to 
the Chriftiah Faith, when they few that the Follow- 
ers of Jefus did not deviate from the Inftitutions of 
the Seniors, the Statutes ot the Houfe of Jacob: But 

that 
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that afterwards, when the Gofpel was preach'd far 
and wide on the Face of the Earth, and that many 
of the Gentile Nations were brought over to the 
Church j it was no longer neceffary, for the &keof 
4b contemptible a People as the Jews, to fcandaliie 
all the reft of the World, and impofe on them a 
Yoke which they were not accuftomed to bear j 
and which would tempt them to fhake ' off Chri- 
fiianity it felf, rather than fubmit to £o intolerable a 
Burthen : Therefore the Church, to facilitate as much 
ts in her lay, the Convcrfion of the Roman Empire, 
Which then extended it felf over the great eft Part of 
the Earth ,• accommodated her Injunctions, Precepts, 
Manners, and Ceremonies of Religion, to the prefent 
Humour and Mode of 'thole Times, And whereas 
the Gentiles eat of all Meats indifferent i fb they were 
taught, that this was agreeable to the Will of our 
Lordjefus, who came to refcue Men from the Sla- 
very and Bondage of Mo/dick Superftitions. 

By the very lame Rule they introdue'd the Ufage 
6f Images and Pictures in their Churches j And the 
Veftments of the Priefts, the Ornaments of the Altar, 
the Tapers, Lamps, Incenfe, Flower-Pots, and other 
Religious Gaieties, were fafhion'd according to the 
Patterns they- received from the Priefts of Jupiter, 
Apollo, Venus, Diana, and the reft of the Heathen Dei- 
ties. Hence the Feftivals of the Gods and Goddejfes 
were turn'd to Holy-Days of Saints : And Temples 
before confecrated to the Sun, Moon, and Stars, were 
afrefh dedicated to the Apoftles and Martyrs. Thus 
the very Pantheon'h felf in Rome, or Temple of all 
the Gods, in Procefs of Time, by an Ecclefiaftical 
Dexterity, was converted to the Church of All- 
Saints. In a word, Chrifiianity in all Things feem'd 
no other than Gentilifm in Difguife. And it muft 
be thought a Pious Fraud, thus to wheedle fb many 
Millions of Sinners into the Boforn of the Church, 
whether they would or no. * 

Oh! 
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Oh! Father William, dod thou not blufh at thefe 
trivial Excufes, for the manifeft Violation of the 
Laws of God? Can Man be wifer than the Om- 
nipotent ? Or will he prefiime to correct the Ways 
of him that is perfect in Knowledge ? Is the True 
Religion to be propagated by imitating the Idolatrous 
Rites of Infidels ? Or by proftituting the Sacred In- 
junctions of Heaven to the Caprices of human Po- 
licy ? Did ever any wjfe Lawgiver condefcend to 
alter and new- model his Laws, to humour a peevifli 
captious Subject ? Would he add or diminifh any 
Thing for the fake of gaining a Faction or Party ? 
And can we think, that God ever defign'd, or can 
be pleas'd to have his Divine Laws garbled and mixt 
with prophane .Indigencies, Diipenfations, and A- 
rhendments of Mortals ? As if he had been igno- 
rant what he did, when he divulg'cl his Statutes, 
and wanted the Counfel of his Creatures to help him 
out at a dead Lift. 

Was that Tendejnefs to be only fhcw'd. to the 
yews for a Time ? And were tfley fbr ever after- 
wards to be icandaliVd ? In vain does the Church 
daily pray for the Converfion of that People, whilft 
by her Do&rines and daily Practices, Ihe hardens 
them more in their Infidelity. The JEthiofian Church 
is a ftanding Witnefi againft her to this Day, where 
the Chriftians from all Antiquity, even from the Times 
* of the Apoftles, have kept that Part of the Law of 
+Mofes, which relates to Cleanness and Uncleannefs, 
and prefcribes the Choice we are to make of Meats 
allowed to be eaten, forbidding thofe that are exe- 
crable, and an Abomination. Hence it is, that there 
are more Jews converted to the Chriftian Belief in 
that Country, than in any other Part of the World 
befides. 

It was, in my Opinion, to begin at the wrong 
End, thus to neglect the Salvation of the Jews* 
our elder Brethren, from wKbra we receiv'd the Ora- 
cles of G o d, and run to profelyte the Gentiles by fuck 
. jrepofterous Methods, as render'd us in- a manner as 

much 
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much their Converts, as them ours: Since we muf- 
fled our Religions together at random, and made a 
Lottery of divine and human Institutions, exchan- 
ging one Species of Superftition and Idolatry for 
another ; bartering Jupiter for Peter, and Mars for 
Taul -, Venus and her Cupid, for the Virgin Maty and 
Jber Child Jefus. A God for an Apoftle j and a De- 
lia y-God for a Martyr : Whilft the Law it fclf, which 
is the Foundation and main Prop of True Religion, 
lies neglected and trampled under Foot. 

The Chrittians of the Eaft feem more excufable 
than we : For, tho* they are hot ib punctual in ob- 
serving all the Niceties of CUannefs and Uneleannefs, 
Meats, and Drinks, &c. as thofe of Ethiopia : Yet 
they will not tafte of Blood, or any Thing ftrangled. 
And their Ecclefiafticks abftain from all manner of 
Fleih, during the whole Courfe of their Lives. They 
obferve alio many Purifications, and wholfome Rules 
of Life. Whereas we ot the Latin Church wallow 
in all manner of Filthinefs like Swine -, and blefs our 
felves, as if we were the only true Catholicks, the 
Elecl: of God, in the high Road to Heaven, I am 
at a lofs what to think of thefe Things 5 neither 
can I ever hope to fee the Jews converted, till thefe 
Offences are remov'd. _ 

There is a Rumour fpread up and down of the 
Wandring Jew. I fuppofe thou haft heard of fuch 
a Man. He is now at Aftracan, and preaches every 
where, that there will be a Reformation ofChriftiani- 
ty, after the Year 1700. That the Jews fliall be* 
converted y and all this to be perform'd by the ad- 
mirable Gifts of an Englijhman, who fliall reftore 
Truth to its Primitive Luftre and Integrity. They 
fey, he will caufe the Images and Fiftures to be ut- 
terly deftroy'd, and the Law of Mofes to be kept, 
£0 far as. relates to Cleannefs and Uncleaimefs, o>c. 
That in his Days, the Temple of Solomon (hall be re- 
built, and the World (hall put on a new Face. 

-Father William, I would not have thee defpife 
chefe Things, fince they have been long foretold by 

Joachim 
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Joachim the Abbot > by St. Methodius, by NejkoJa- 
enns the Trench Prophet, and by many other eminent 
Perfons, whofe Writings are extant, and many of 
their Predi&ion* are already come to pais. The &#• 
m*n Church manifeftly ft and s in need of a Refor- 
mation : And fince the Governors of it cannot be 
prevail'd on to fet their Hands to fo pious a Work* 
we know not but God may effe6t it by the Means 
of a Stranger, fomc obfeure Per ion at prefent, but 
whofe Light may mine hereafter through all Gene- 
rations. 

Father William, thou wilt pardon the Liberty I 
take in difcourfing about thefe Things, and remember, 
that 'tis a Work of Charity to bear with the Iro per- 
tinencies of others. However, I thank GoDl am 
out of the Tmlie* of the Spamfh Jnquifitioru 

Pa^ic, ift of the 10th Moon 
of the Tear 1671. 




LITTER IX. v' 

Xo Codabafrad Cheick, a Man of the 

Law. 

T Have a Kkifman by Blood, refiding at Aftractn, 
1 in the Parts of Mufievy: His Name is Jfiuf, a 
Man of an ardent Spirit, and active Wit : a great 
Traveller, and one who makes good that Character, 
by the folid Remark* he has made on the moft im- 
portant Things in his Way, thro* jifis, Afridt, and 
Europe. For he ts not in the Number of thofe who 
come home from foreign Countries, only laden with 
Vanities and Trifles. 

From jhiov I receive frequent Difpatches, fince his 
hcing icttled at Aftrscan, in Quality of a Merchant ; 

where 
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-where he improves his Eftate to great Advantages 
enjoys the innocent Pleafiires of human Life, with- 
out fuffering himfelf to be tainted with the Vices 
which are unprofitable, troublefbme, and bring Scan-* 
dal to a Man's Reputation. For fome Vices, thou 
know'ft, pafs into the Predicaments of Virtues, when 
Intereft or Ncceflity gives an Indulgence. 

There is a mutual Intercourse between my Cou- 
fin and me : And among other Letters which htf 
lends me, I receiv'd one lately ,• wherein he informs 
me, that he whom they call the Wandring Jt», of 
whom I have made mention formerly in one of my 
Difpatches to the fublime Port, is now at Aftracan-, 
that he preaches openly in the Markefs, and at the 
Xouffe or Exchange 5 not refuting private Converfa- 
tion with any that defire it. 

There is a great Conflux of People from all Na- 
tions, and of all Religions to that City. He carries 
)himlelf with an equal Indifference to every various 
Seft, and they all feem mightily taken With his 
Doctrines. The chief Thing he aims at in ail his 
Difcourfes is, that there will be ere long an univer- 
fal Change of Religion over all thfc Earth, and that 
every Nation on the Globe fhall worfhip one God, 
obey the Law of Jefus the Son. of Mary, and em- 
brace One Faith, When he infifts on this, he feems 
to be void of all Doubts and Hefitations ; {peaks 
magiftefially, like a Prophet, who has receiv'd a fure 
and certain Revelation of the Thing lie foretels. 
But when any dlfpute with him, not in Spirit of 
Captioufhefs, but to fift the Truth ; he freely conde- 
fcends to anfwer all their Objections with fblidjRea- 
fbns, and to convince them by their own Principles, 
that it mud be 4b. 

He fays, that about the Year 1700 of the Chrift'utn 
Hegira, the invincible Ofmans fhall break down 
the Fences of Europe, and fhall overflow all Chriften- 
dom like a mighty Torrent, that has over-topp'd its 
Banks. In thole Days there fhall be great Deflation 

in 
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in Hungary, Poland, Germany* France, and other Re- 
gions of the W*ft. Only Denmark, Sweden, Mufio- 
%>y y and other- Countries of the North, (hall remain 
untouch'd. But above all other Nations, he lays, 7- 
taly will be made a perfect Wildernefs, her Cities 
laid in Aihes, her immenfe Wealth plundeVd and 
carried away by the greedy Tartars, Arabians, -ani 
Turks, who will (pare neither Age nor Sex, putting 
all to the Sword, efpeciaily the Zcclefiafticks s nond 
of which fhallefcape the public k Vengeance, fave thr<te 
Cardinals, fincere and holy Perfbns, who (hall fly into 
England for San&uary by the Way of -the Sea. * '\* 

That Ifland, he fays, (hall become the Refuge bf 
all fucITwlRTcan cfcape the Calamities involving thS 
adjacent Countries. Thither thc7 fhali flock wittf 
their Wives and Children, and all their Wealth, whci! 
.they (hall hear of the approaching Terrors, the pre- 
sent Devafiations of Italy, and the 'utiiverfarConqucfts 
ot the Ofmans : The Ring of the Country (hall re- 
ceive thofe diftrefs'd Fugitives with open Arms, and 
ihall afiign them certain Portions of Land, where 
they may build Houfes and Habitations for them&lves 
and their Families i there being- abundance of waftd 
Ground in that Ifland, which they may manure and 
improve to their own and the public k Advantage. *» 

After this, fays he, (hall arife a certain Man in Eng- 
land from his obfeure Center ; a Perfon fill'd win! 
all manner of v Divine Knowledge ' and Wifdom, 
endued with the Sfirit cf Prophecy, of a graceful 
Afpe& and elegant Speech, of a composed Gravity! 
and calm Addreis ; a Man mild, innocent, temperate; 
chafte, and merciful above the reft of human Race* 
People (hall let their Eyes fall on the Ground, when 
they meet Him in the Streets, even before they know 
what he is * overcome by the Luftre of Modefty j 
Grace, and Virtue which (nines in his Countenance* 
A Peffon highly beloved of God and Man. 

This Man (hall meet the three fugitive Cardinals 
in an Hour of Deftiny. Then that which lav long 

L fmotnering, 
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fciothef ing Hull fuddenly burft forth into a Flame. 
The Light of Go u (hall be diffused thro* his Soul ; 
his Heart {hall be like a Lamp, and his Tongue fhaU 
utter marvellous Things. When he opens his Mouth 
an divulging the Myfteries of G o d, his Words (hatt 
be like the Sparks of an eternal Fire, kindling Flames 
cf Love in the Breads of the Hearers. The Cardi- 
nals {hall rife from their Places, and run to embrace 
hiin. A Council of the chief Bifhops and Prtefts of 
the Land {hall be-aflerabled by the King's Order, 
where the three Cardinals alfb {hail be prefcnt j and 
after mature Deliberation, with unanimous Content, 
they {hall call for the Holy Oil of Confecration, and 
(hall anoint him : They ihaU proclaim him the Great 
Father, and Patriarch of the Faithful $ the Director 
mi fuch as would go to ParsJife. 

He (hall fhew them a sew Pattern of the Law of 
Jtfus the Son of Mary -, or rather the old and true 
one, free from the Corruptions and Errors which 
have been fupcrindue'd for many Years. Their Hearts' 
{hall yield as to an Oracle, and the King of the 
Country (hall approve of their Counfcl. So (hall all 
thofe of the Noble and Vulgar, whofe good Fate is 
written in their Foreheads. As for the reft, they 
fcall remain in their Incredulity. 

This holy Perfon (haj! reform the Errors of ail 
the Chriftian Churches, utterly abolifhing the Ufe of 
Images and Pictures, convince thejtws of their In- 
fidelity, and chace away the Darknels of Superftirion 
from the Earth. He ihaU argue with Reafbns fb 
forcible and cogent, <b clear and demonftrative, that 
none but the wilfully obftinate will rcfift the Truth 
which he divulges, or oppofe his authentick Miffioa. 
Thoufaads {hall be converted by the Dint of his 
Words, and ten thouiands by his exemplary Life* 
For he ihall go up and down preaching and doing 
good Works throughout GrtAt-Brham, til] the 
Number of his Profelytes is compleat. Then he 
ihall fend Apoftlcs and Meflengcrs into Svedel*nd> 
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Denmark, Mufcovy, and other Parts of Europe, who 
fhailalfo convert -an innumerable Multitude to his 
law: Foreign Princes fhall fend their AmbafTadors 
to the King of Grtat Britain, and to him j for he 
fhall be at the King's Right Hand. They (ball enter 
into Leagues and Covenants, and all the Chriftian 
Princes (hall be at Unity. Mighty Armies (hall be 
raised in the North, who fhall come down and give 
new Courage to the opprefs'd tfaxArenes of the W/?. 
They (hall all take up Arms, and chace the Ofmans 
back again to their own Country, recovering the 
. Wealth which they had taken from them. 

After this, by an univerfal Agreement of the Chrx- 
ftians, this holy Perfira (hall be prodaim'd the Great 
Paftor of the Church. A prodigious Army fhall be 
gathered together out of all the Chriftian Nations, 
to conduct him to the Hofy Land, and to crown him 
injerufolom. They fhall vaoquifh and exterminate 
the Ofmans out of fateftine, and all the adjacent 
Regions. Then (hall Jerufidem be rebuilt glori- 
oufly j and the Temple of Solomon with Saphtrn and 
Emeralds. That Gty (hall be the Seat of the Chri- 
ftian Mufti z y this new Patriarch and his Succeflbrs, 
to the Day of Doom. Then (ball the Eyes of the 
Jews be opened : They (hall acknowledge Jefus 
the Son of Maty to be the True MeJJias, whom they 
have fb frequently curled. In a Word, he fays, both 
Jews and Gentiles, People of all Nations, (hall refort 
to Jerufalem, or (end thither their Gifts and Prefents. 
It fhall become the Miftrefs of the whole Earth. 

Sage Cbtiek, this is the Subflance of what my Cou- 
imljiuf acquaints me with concerning xhtWanarmg 
Jrm, and his new Do&rines. TheCenfure of which 
I leave to thee, who haft a decerning Spirit, and 
art able to diftinguUh Truth from an Impofture. 
Cod only knows what is hid in the Womb of Fu- 
turity. Every Age is pregnant, and brings forth 
ifcrange Events. Yet when 'tis over, all founds like 
* Dream. The World it (elf is m better 5 and I 

La that 
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that write tin's, am fyit, methinks, the Shadow of 
'a Vifipb-or Trince. I hardly knAw whether I'm ar 
fleep ,6r awake whilft my Pen fee*ms to move. There- 
fore, it being' very late, I lay it afide, and bid the* 
adieu : Praying that thou and I may have the Hapr 
pinefs, even in this Life, to tafte the fweet Slurai 
fors of TaraJtft. '."■',', ' 

' "Paffi, ph ofthi nth Moon > 

of the Tear 1671. • * ^ 



-Y LETTER XIII. V. 

fo Harapt, Reis E,£Fc^idij, Principal Se- 
cretary of *j&^©tt<3rrtan Empire.; 

ITIimfc all the ftrrfibte Word ^ar< inquifitive into 
the Life of Cardinal Richtieu. He was the Pole- 
j Star of Statefmen,' 'whilft living : Anfl now* he is 
j dead, his Jflemolrs and Maxims ferve as a Chart and 
[ Compafs, fcy which 4 the Politictans-fteer their Courfe 
I to avoid the Rocks' and Shelves which threaten *a 
[ Kingdom; ,or CommqnwcalrJh,'* both -in - the Tem- 
| pefts of War, and, t^e Serene Calms ofc Peace. * * 
ThOU^haft rornier,ly receiv'd fbme Remarks *frd to 
rac, on the Life of t$is great Minlfter j yet I am rtot 
furpriz'd at the Contends of thy tart Difpatch, which 
require a farther Account 6t him. No Body'can 
know too much of a Man who v/as* the Miracfe of 
his Time; and not only ftartlcd the wlfe'ft of Cou- 




' jirttebt Oraniter/ 4vfth tlfie Hopes- (he >has 6f «- 
Cjc^fmg it.* To* 'him fte is indebted 'for 'her Coa- 
^ quefts'- in T]dri$ers\ Sicilyi Q*t*\ml*i Vhimont, and 

' : * ' : the 
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the German Front iers. 'Twas he firft taught her the 
compleat Way to humble her infblent Neighbours't 
*nd to fupprefs her rebellious Domeflicks. He much 
ibated the troublcfome Weight o£a Crown, and made 
it fit lighter on the Head of UvisiLlW. Whilft 
Cardinal Ma&arini, his,Succeflbr in the Trime Miniftryy 
a&ingby the fame Principles, render'd it as foft and 
eafy to the prefent King, as the Grand Signm't Tur- 
bant. In a Word, thro* the Efficacy of Richlieu's 
Politicks, 'Lewis XIV. is become the mod abfolute 
Monarch m'Cbriftendom. for he eitheT undermines 
or over-reaches his Enemies, by fpecibus Treaties of 
Peace, where he is fure to have the better on it j or 
he runs them down with the Force of War. To con- • 
elude, he has a long Head, and a long Sword, which . 
all will confefs that have to do with him. And this • 
is the pure Rcfult. of Richlieus Memoirs. 
" Yet after all, that Minifter had his blind Side tocL \ 
'as'weil as other Mortals. Publick Virtues, and pri- '. 
.Yatfc Vices j State Perfections, and Pergonal Frailties. '. 
! He ferved his Mafter with a Zeal and Fidelity, with a 
'Wiidora and Courage difficult to be match'd ; bdt . 
"he ferved himfelf after the common Manner of Meiji { 
*Re indulged his favourite Paflions, which were Love, j 
'Jealoufy, and Revenget { 

' 1 ' There is a Letter of mine rrgifter'd in the Ar- I 
tnives of the Sacred ?me y wherein 1 mentioned a 
particular Amour of this great Prelate. Bcfides that, 
he had fevoral Intrigues with the Dutchefs of £/- 
beuf, the Counrefs of Soiflbns, and other Ladies of 
\ prime (jpality. Nay, there arc not wanting fuch 
a§ confidently report, that he had two Childrea by 
"•he. of- his 'own Nieces. And Vcrfes were fpreaji 
about on that Subject. 

: * As he cherilhed this foft Inclination to Women, 

fb he was naturally jealous of all Rivals, whether of 

his Love or Intcrefl. He would never fuffcf any 

Man to Kve> whom he once fofpec"r.ed to be in a 

.Capacity, and to make the fmalleft Advances to 

^tfiwart hisDefigns. • 

L»3 Fov 
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For this Reafon, he gave the mod confiderabte 
military Offices, both by Sea and Land, to Ecciefi- 
afticks, who depended on him ; which occafion'd a 
certain waggifh Feet to pais this jeiton the publick 
Adminiftration : 

Un Archrtieaut eft Admiral, 
Un Gros Eve que eft Corporal, 
Un TrelAt Trefident aux frontier n 9 
Un autre a des Troupes guerfieres, 
Un Capuchin ptnfe mm Cumbat, 
Un Cardinal a des Soldat, 
Un autre eft Generali/fine $ 
Trance je croy qu'icy has 
Ton Eglife fi Magnanime, 
Milite & ne triompbe fas* 

Refle&ing hereby on the Archbifhop of Bourdeaust, 
the Bifhop of Chart res, the Bifliop of Nantes, the 
Bifhop of Mande, Father Jofeph a Friar, Cardinal dt 
Valette, and Cardinal Rkhlieui thefe being the Chief 
Commanders of the Land and Sea-forces. 

It will make thee fmile, perhaps, to read an Epi- 
taph that was made on that Father Jofeph above- 
named > who being cfteem'd a very infamous Maa» 
and lying interred in the fame Tomb with another 
Friar named Father Angel, provok'd fame iatirical 
Wit to put this Sarcafin on him : 

FaJJant, neft ce paft chefe etrange, 
. D# voir Diable aupres d*un Ange-t 

I believe Father Jofeph was the worfc belov'd for 
being Cardinal Rjcblieu's Confeflbr. It was obferv^i 
that he died fuddenly, without confeffing himfelf r 
which occaium'd another Epitaph to be made on 
him: -/ 



4 ' 
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Senfe a Temtmw gm un ben P#r#, 
ui tut t*nt <U Difirttion 
ue f$ur eirt hn Stcritturt 
mourns fans Gorfrfflm. 

• 

Every body fulpe&s the Cardinal had a Hand in 
„_s precipitate Death, to prevent his telling of Tales; 
For he knew all his Secrets, and the Cardinal wa» 
known to be with him when he died. It was du>- 
ring the Siege* of Briftc, a City on the BJrin*, which 
was then upon the point of ftrrendring to the 
French: And the News coming to the Cardinal, juft 
*s Father Jofefb was in his laft Agonies, - he came 
to his Bed-ude, and laying his Mouth dole to the 
poor Fryar's Ear, cried as loud as he could, Couragt, 
Cburtgt, man Pert, Nous avtz fris Mri/ac. A irrange 
Cordial for a dying Man ; and ibmebody made these 
.Verfes on it : 

Ite CuculUti, vobis fi Purpura rutet, 
fungitur Infant Mmert PantificU* 

There is another Inftance of this Cardinal's Re- 
vengeful Temper and his Cruelty. One Day th* 
■Duke of Qri**ns, who hated htm mortally, went to 
his Palace* under pretence of giving him a Vint, 
bat really ovith a Dcfign to ftab him. However, as 
fton as he came into the Cardinal's Prcfcnce, his 
No& fell a bleeding. Which appearing to him as 
m ominous Preftee of what he was going about, 
fee wtt ftruck with fome Remorfe, aad frankly cott- 
JMBng his Dcfign to the Cardinal, begg'd his Par- 
•don. That cunning. Minifter dntenabuiig his Rt- 
Jentmentt, knowing the Duke was not a Man of 
Jtefolution enough to undertake £o bold an Ac^ioav 
lankfs he had bee* extremely animated by {any- 
body near him ; he preiently reflected on Monueur 
•ftfflMurm, the Dukes chief Favourite. Immedi- 
ately he. decreed his Ruin, and to efaa it watft 
{note JEsue, he pretended an extraordinary, Fxscn^ 

L.* flup 
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ftiip to him, offering hin> one of his Nieces in Mar- 
riage. Monfieur Tuylaurent, who fufpe&ed not the 
Train which was laid for him, embraced the Pro- 
pofal with much* Joy, -as hoping thereby to raife 
and eftablifh his Fortune under the Protection of his 
potent Uncle. In fine, he married the Cardinal's 
ISieoe, but Jived not to enjoy her; for on the : vefjr 
Nuptial Day, the Cardinal caufed hirrr to be arrett- 
ed and ient Prifbner to the Baftile, where he was 
poiibned by a Fryar, in a Glafs of Wine* As iboh 
as he had (wallowed the fatal Potion, the Fryar told 
diim, It » as neceffkry for him to corsfefs his Sins that 
very Moment, in regard he hfid but a few Minutes t* 
.Irtte,.. Monfieur Puy later ent threw the Glafs at the 
.Fryar** Head, giving him two or three fwirigmg 
Curies, and then fell on his Knees to Confeflionj 
-which being perform'd, he expir'd. . 

Sometimes the Cardinal was very lingular and in- 
genious in the Execution of his Revenge, as if he 
endeavour'd to periuade the World, that he fulfilled 
the Law of the Ttlb, which requires an Eye for 
an Eye, and punifhes by an exa& kind of Propor- 
tion. . As it happened in the Cafe or. the Dukes of 
.Gvife, Montmorency^ and Monfieur it Bajfomfierf*. 
Thefe were the Heads of a Fa&ion> which diame- 
trically, oppofed the" Cardinal and his Party. He was 
rthe grand Eye-fore, the chief Obftacle of their 4e- 
fign'd Prevalence at the Court. Wherefore, if they 
.could but oacc remove him out of -the JWiy,tthef 
.thought thern&ives fure of the King's* Ear -aft oM 
-SPhings. To €&& this, tBeyicbniulted togethfrvh<W^ 
to'a^ofe'of him.* The Duke of :G*^ J was oft Op* 
- nkn,ihe jfculdrabt be kilFd, in regarxihe was a Prfrtc* 
iof i th<5 hoi p Church, r but -thattoe 4bouti b»-fi?nt ?ti 
.Mime* there to attend the proper Affairs of the £d- 
ckfutfticd Function, among the *eft of his purplad 
brethren. The Duke of Montmonency was dearly 
tor taking off his .Head. But Monfieur \k Bajffom^ 
Metre twas againft both thefc Methods: For, faid rw, 
tf be iejent f*-Rome, he vUl be: always fUttmg^ff 
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bitfcUef ajamji ix^", -4a^ /; .«yiftf ie *» eternal Ble- 
mijt'to^nnQC p if.lfo.Pitrple .(f the Holy Church 
jbould be jftinej pith Blood,. Let fif/end him clofc 
fyijoner'to the ^zffic, .wh'ere "he may /fend the JU^, ; 
maindtr.of jits. pays ip writing turned Books* 

The Cardinal, w^p h*4 WAg«|tft bufy about in < 
all ftuts, fboa, was -informed oT.tlus.Qon.'uIr : And { 
te. 'retaliated .every -Map's Santence.ppon its own ? 
Author. ' £o£ rje. banilhpi the Duke *t Guife, con-. ; 
fjiowoi Vnx< tV 5Pip« <>. 6? bprie^ed the Duke p£ l#ont« \ 
morency * an| itrjprifiincd Mbnueiir ^Bafimftern ia : 



* ? 



W^#V^ f } w^orc he lay till the Caxdyial's Death. 

-/! f ^°W4 A n jf ^ ? Wp*}\ X0 ^ Ci l nw> r ? Remarks con 
-cerning Cardinal B^cBt/eu: But I am afraid of of- 
'^ading by Tediou{heijs. If thou commanded me*, 
another letter (toll prefent thee with, more Varic* 

' in the mean Time, with humbleft Obeifance and \ 

j^Lefpe&j . I defilb, .and take my Conge -, wilhing-thee : 

a long Lire on Earth v ful\.of Honour, ; and a Fame - 

jvithout J&JcmiflB, when thou art translated to Hca- \ 

„ j . . .* ~ i - • * 

' . ,Paris>, *.f if the tft Month • : 

ofthe.Te*r 1673* 
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Ztf'Miifu AbuU,'.¥ahyan^ T.zofeffott 
of PhilofopKy: */• Fez! • ' ! ' f V. 

^JL^Hbu haft' laid a grjano/ ^Obligation; on ,me' bgr 

^.J^ thy laft Dispatch* who^b iea^ned.Contepts Kaye 

opened n\f £#es j. or ( ratter tdi^wn, lick, the Vol 

which covered* the Interiors. .01 4frifk t j&om.tlie 

Yi^vj of Strangers, Now f (land* as it were on the 

Lf Top 
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Top of a high Mountain, from whence I take a clear 
ProfpeS ofthofc fair Regions, inhabited by Blsfks. 
I forvey the ParaMfis of the Ibrrid Zmm* a mod fer- 
tile and populous Climate $ though Hind Antiquity 
could not difcern a Blade of Grafs growing there, 
nor any of human Race fetching then* Breath. 

My Mind revels in perfect Voluptuoufnefs, and all 
the Faculties of my Soul banquet on, the Contempla- 
tion of that mbft delectable Precincl of the World. 
Oh, Africk ! Thou majrft be called the Bsx*o, or 
Marc/it, where Nature exhibits all her chotceft Won- 
ders. Thy Mountains axe higher than the Clouds j their 
Tops are inacceflible. They approach the Borders of 
T*r*dift. On them rail the Rivers of EJenjn migh- 
ty Catara&s. The Noife of the precipitate Waters is 
heard afar off, like the Sound of remote Thunders. 
It deafens the Ears, and aftontlhcs the Minds of Mor- 
tals. The ambitious under-growing Rocks are proud 
of the glorious Calcadej and envy thofe that fcootup 
above them which receive the facred Flood at the firft 
Hand, from the very Wings of Gtbrkl. 

Happy are* the Valleys which lie beneath, and are 
yearly impregnated by the Heavenly Deluge. The 
grateful Fields and Plains in humble Acknowledgment^ 
make the Returns of Corn and Fruits in due Seafon. 
The Marches of Mgyft are as the Gardens of AJm, 
and the Banks of the Nile as the fenced Seminaries 
of Babylon, fragrant and abounding in aH~Sdrts of 
vegetable Delicacies. 

My Heart is laviih'd^kh the/Speculations of thefe 
.-Things. I am full as the Moon, and cannot utter 
my Sentiments in order, . Vifions pf JEthivpfa M*~ 
rocc$ 7 Jfejt, and the l^and of Archers invade my Eyes, 
I behold the beautiful Provinces of the South in a 
Trance * I ftand gazing in Ecilacy on the fbady 
Groves of Benin and Arder, the Haunts of lopejy 
t><tmonsy the Genu of the upper Element i Wio dbily 
llcfcend to thefe* refrefhing Solirndes, and convWe 
with their younger Brethren, incarnate nvortal De- 
mons* the Sons of Men. 

1 coft- 
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I confider with Admiration the Monfters of Ar 
picky the Creatures . of the Sim ami Slime. With 
contemplative Horror, 1 draw near the "bens of 
Dragons j the Purlieu of Crocodiles, and other am- 
phibious Animals,, which lurk arnong the Reeds of 
Hil$ and Higer, ti trapari with feigned Gries the 
unwarv Traveller. 

In fine, I am moved with fuperlative Devotion aot 
jfoy, when 1 purfae thy accurate Defcription of the 
principal Mofym at Ft&. Methinksl fee the ftu T 
xmdous Fabnck making Irs lofty Advance towardi 
fccaven.' My Eyes revere the holy and magnificent 
9tru£hrre, on the outfide adorned toith ftatelyTowers 
ta&Minerats, and covering fifty hundred Paces in 
its, Circuit, But when my Fancy eaters in by any 
of the one and thirty Gates by tfight, I am da^led 
with the infupportable Splendor of to many thou- 
sand Lamps, as burn within that moft illuftrioui 
ybmflti I , admire with proportionate Veneration, 
the Character thou giveft of all the other Magnifi- 
cence* in that ancient and noble City,, with what- 
soever die thou ftyeft of the whole Kingdom, and. 
%e i adjaceiitlleglorti. } - ! ' ^ !' 

" : fe aWWer to thy Retjuieft, I will In anbtherXef- 
tor fend thee a fhort Pourtfai&tire and Hiftory df 
Cm/lantmofii ; but ndw 1 am interrupted by Com- 
parry. Betides, my Letter would be too long* 

I befeerh thee to cherint that Friendihip which* 
thou haft hitherto fbew*d me: And let me have the 
'Honour of thy frequent Conversation hy Letters. 
•For though I iivc'iri a populous City> yet my Life, 
•fcehi* Bke that «f an Owf of 4 a Micaa of tfe'Dor 
fert, extremely fblhary- and dejected. 

Paris, lftXt of the %iUm 

cfth$nfiri4jj. 
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v.. v...vi-.»4* " * 

SUCH is the Zeal I have tg demonftrate how 
highly I value thy Friendfhip, that I would pot 
iufirr this fofi to e&ape without gratifying thy Ex* 
pe&ations./ .{ juft now difmift'd mjr fcoiqpany, an<i 
loving Time enough,' will eatertam tfcjfe with ait 
A'bflracfc of what I Jcnow to be moil remajrjkable in 
t£c State of CmfiantppofU, both a^ preie^ a«dia 
^ncient Tirpek. !'V; . /•- '.'"/'..'* 

k In the fif£ Place* it will be convenient' for thee 
fo know, That this City was formerly called Byxju*- 
yurhf from one 23/^7,, AclmiraJ ; of the SpdrtfuiiFhfxt, 
li'nder Jadawa; jhe King-of; Sptrt** w£o laj4* tfc* 
fir ft Foundations of it. Tlfe-^tbxy if tjjis : ' J . . 
_t' Xa old ^imethe £r^4*i.hWing. a inin^. to build 
a pew City 19* forepart , b£ Jhrff^ '. an*4. Wag. ft 
o3ds'al>6urthe' Choice oFa 2>pot Qt Gr ; 9unjd Suitable to 
.Jft£reft a$d f jmrortanfrap JJa^^ 
*gree$ tja confujt,tke Qracfk oj: -rf/wfo. They did 
^Vpcl'wsere anfwe/d, TlfAt thy-Jhotdj{ia% theFamr- 
ddijon ifjthe jpity . ri^/ tv^r-Ag^fft iAr fifW Afr» ^ 
i£oiib' { ffce Inhafci tanjes V Chau^on . were called; be- 
jcqme when,. they wjere jujmtK^iaipe'.DeiSga of 
Touri(fihg. a new City, tjiej . cau)4 W* difcern ' hei 
Itw^een fhs -Fertility of the^Spil^on ^bat fide the Pro- 
J#»^where 'fyjffivtkwple jyoxr %?clf, and the Bar- 
rehnels and Deiart Sjtite of t|Ie Ground wheje they 
built, on the other Side. k 

Paufanias therefore Jbufyigg ixi^ Mind about thefe 
Things, and pitching "right upoa the Senie of the 
Oracle, caus'd the Foundations' of the City to oe laid 
exactly over-againft Chalcetkn $ And when it was fi~ 
niihed it was called Byxjmtium, as I have 4aid, from 
JBV44S; who had the Overiight of the Work* 

It 
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*• It retainM this Nattie many Years atad Ages, flou*- 
fifhmg in a Mgh-Dfegfee among the other Cities' 6f 
GMctzrjtA Thrdee, being efteefned the Gate of Zurofi 
and Jtfi*> Tfy< which' the' mutual 'Commerce of both 
th&feQUarters of theTOrtlr^inrerchangeablyhcld up. 
' • But- after *fte Days of the Meffiks, there arofe ai( 
Emperor of Ibme, whofe Name was Cbnflantine. This 4 
PHnce, as iVls recorded in &<rmkh Hi ffories, (aw a 
VifuaHn'the Air, when he was at the Head of hii 
Army, mal-diing agaiirfl Ifrinitrr, /and preparing' to* 
give Batt& ■• He 1 and a* -his Soldiers beneid 'the 'Fi- 
gure *f a Gro*s, : with thefe Words- plainly engraven 
hi thk Firmamerifr: In? kdc Signo-vhccs '; tipnjtantini 
teotfthis for a godd 6mm, 'an6TcaYifed*a 'Staridard 
of J Silver to be made cxa&ty after the fame Form : 
^owhkhheappomtedfir^Standard-Bisarers, to car- 
ry it* by Turns/ and to* guard it: For it was exceed- 
ing rkh, bein£emboft , 3 all over with, Rubies, Dia- 
monds, Pearfc, 1 anil other* ^reciotfs Jewels of the O- 
fimt. He built a Pavifem affo for the glorious Idol'; 
Imd tfehig infout&d Intfcfe Chi/Han Ufa by tufebm 
"TamptyliH*, arid other learned Mollffls.; he wasatlai 

* This "great Monarch,' is thMtoVy goi£ be?n£ very 

pious, and having cqncciv'd, a ^otound Veneratioi 

for Pope Sytvtfterytek hiffif the Dominion of Rome, and 

a great Part of hnlj, whilft he removed tJ^eTmperial 

- Cotitt t&tkctyfi and took up his^Refidenrt an Myz*3h 

*>tiuni> whiehhe afugmehted'with inntrmerable (tatefr 

} Edifices ,• ; ftriving, if* poffittc, to'equal it vvi'th the M& 

jjefty and Grandeur t>F UttAe. 1 Hecolleclfcd whatfbcv^ 

'Was precidufantf belli AWb^F the £*/?, t6 adorn the 

City withal : Witnefs the Palaces of fuperb Arch£ 

tfcCTute, the atknirabfe-Ifeighrli and Form' of divers 

Obelisks and Piikrv alf rriadedf Marble; Porphyry, 

or Ja(pAr. Not WiAiiftbhthe^proiligious Strength and 
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CmfUimti: By which. Name it u known even to 
this Day. U was alio Called hfaritan*, after koncc 
became the Seat of the Cbrtftm* Emptors: la whofc 
ft&ffiouitremain'd, till k wa> taken bjMafometll* 
ijjvincible Emptrpr of the Qttemm, the Year x^j* 
according to the .Epad* of the Htxjirmts ; on the 
third Day of the Week which they call Ftsuap. 

It had been a grand Negle& and Overfight in any 
Prince fo potent; and politick a* hfahem* was, te>» 
fufler fuch an Opportunity to eJcape #s Fortune of- 
fered him* of taking the 4110ft opulent and ; glorious 
City in the World. For there was an irrecoacilca^ 
ble Schifin broke forth between the Churches of the 
Soft and W$fi. T^ete were tfvo or thrcePopes at the 
fame Time, ouarrchiog in Jtaff* for the Suprema- 
cy* there waa a War of fifty Year* {landing between 
the French and the £»jii/Ir r which unhinged all the 
Courts in JEmpt. The Ckr&imu had long before, 
(by dor-bought Experience, the Loft of many hun- 
dred thpuiand Men, jad infinite Sum* of Money, 
confum'd in thole .vain and raih Expeditions which 
they ianc^ified with the ipecious Title of the Heif 
W*r,) found, that it was not eafy to wrcft one Town 
of Strength out of the Hands of the tenacious Mm{~ 
Julmttu i much leia to defend it long, or five their 
tnoft important Cities from the Fury of a Turkijk 
Reprisal. They were fickand forfeited witji the 
yinonary Stuff of Fa er tie Btrmh : and aU Mumi- 
nato's like him, grew out of Fashion. Every Prinze 
and Sta^e in 0%fe*9 Chr if em km, began to mind their 
ownlntereftino more enthuikft^k Tales of that Kind 
Would go down ; The f great ones had opentt their 
Eyes. 

Bcfides, he that was then Emperor of Own, Cm- 
JUntm Faltelcgm, was lookM upon by the ChrifttMiis 
' as a Tyrant, the Qff«£priog of Tyrant* and Ufurpew. 
The Or scions AiU fetain'd the black Memoir* of thofe 
horrid andnefandou* Tragedies, a&ctd by Mkk*d An- 
dromcusy JJm and Munmii, the Predcceflbrs and An- 
ceftoss of tk*C*4*#*u* And they had ioeh a par- 

v * ' * ticukr 
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ticular Averfon for hisporeriiment, that tho' there 
Were infinite Treasures of Gold and Silver in the 
Hands of the rich Citizens, of Gonflartmplty when 
that City was bc£eged Jby Mthemtt II. yet no Man 
would part with the kaft Sum of, Money to Support 
the Ftdtkk Quift ; hut cEoie ratner, /in a kind of % 
revengeful and (kfperajc SuUenncfs, to fall into the 
Sands of the viftoripus Ofm*w> than to afford 
their hated Sovereign any.Rehek , . 

Thus fell- that Queen oi r Cities* the Glory of all 
the £*/?, under the Power of ourpuiilantEmpcroxs, 
in wbofe PafTcffion it remains to this Day * and may 
it (p remain till tlje MoQnfhallbc in her kit Wane, and 
the Sun jtjwjl , ccafe to Jfcin^ on the. World. . 

In the mean Time. 1 will entertain thee t» pif* 
fanty as the. frmeb call it, with a (hort View of the 
chief Magnificences in Ceaftanmcpk. 
, .That which, firft <^raws the Admiration of Tr*r 
yellefs, is the glorious jStro^bire of &**£* S*fti*> a 
Temple .conformed %* the Eternal WISDOM by 
which the Worlds wj^rje p*Jc:'. Built -by the Empe- 
ror Jufiumn with^j^a^c N^^cence} tho* af- 
% erwards ippilqd anU ptynder'd of m chiefeft Orna- 
ments, by the greedy Soldiers of Mtt b mt t II, whom I 
have fi> often mentioned i and fix Part* of it entire* 

fqcctediog 




.. Pity it. was, if > furious and ill-grounded Superfti- 
tion was the Oui£ of iuch. deptoraUe Hums. What 
.OW J* b& pf tho& wJ>o ikmoiifbed the S#t-Fm* 
of the Third Tcmpfe, celebrated ha the unhrerJal 
Hiftorjr of the World.? ?hat of* flwwj a^ *fih*- 
fits, 'tis true, was the Pattern* yet 'twas not. muck 
beyond Sokmmt* boated flwat Jeruhltm, without 
Iron, Pins or Nails, or other Work or the Hammer, 
excelled but; a little in the Artifice and Symmetry. 
Indeed., the Uvftre of Shu's Mo&ue was more ra- 
diant and fldpjjous in W^manihip of Gold, the 
.Walls and Floor being wer-jaid with that Metal, 
and the Roof on the Qutfife was*, as it were, ftud(- 
ded with Spikes of beaten' Gold Jfe thick, that there 

was 
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' was not Room for a Bid to 'jcrcn between/ th«iL : 

Arid this .was done to »Pi^nf the ftopjiahation of 
die Temple-by then- Mutfrig*o'n it: ' l Kl 

[ When the Suirfhone In its full Strength tfie Co-' 
ferhigoftlkTeinpl^tte'sadb/ned, looked l&e a Fir-' 
AiameiTt glittering with innumerable £tars * 

*• But to TetuYn ro tte Mofque of OubAi a*««; ^ 
is conflder it iri its pfrjmtare' State, and we Inall 
find. fome excellent edrfd'fittes.' Among the reft there 
was a Candfeftrclc cfr'Sepnce 1 of; beaten Gold, to ad- 
mi^hrcontriv'd^tttat itTpontaneoufly fed the Bowls 
of'fcvhi Brairf&v Wifjf a", conainf Stream of 0*1 
which* ty' equal MeafuVes^bw^fnto' them 'from the 
follow of <the$hafc ^1% if iie>iame but of 
one flrigte pne h^^ihtwf •Alinfentrall the : reft muft 
Bave b&n extingriimed at the fame Time * 

Tjic Walls ot;thisjidribu^ Mofaue; within .an* 
wiAput, prcttfit, the Tjye tim* notjhfng but : wfiite 
JWaVWe/fbTphyr^ amjjcfrher fterfous &ones. f ' The 
fcoof Js bf a 1 ^fod&iocA i HSgft/ coveVd wjtn tead 
without, 'bik'ptotidljr oftcntous of its Ynward Cefl- 
ing, r wttcfc'H di^kied'W^Viufts'add^rch^ Hchli 
adorned ^rith Golden f n&wode; an4 Tujport*d by 
Pillars of 'Oji0H«i }ai|>er, pureft white 4 Marble and 
Porphyry. J There is a MafbhrStott*' in 'the 'Mofiu* 
Tiad in great Reverence by the t^iie Faithful, becaufe 
Yhe 7^at/itwn;'gm,fhur oft ft Mary, foe Mother of 

'or CN« 
t'tA t 
'led up."* ■-•■'-' i - ".**'"'*/ " ■ *■•» <<- v 

**• In a Place not JkrUott tnefe, c *o# IhkI ten tiaee 
•VeflHr fcff of Oih, referVed there 'ever' fttiVef the ;frays 
of Cenflantin* the Great, Vet ' remairts r uncorruptecL 

filter' Of CbWr white Kite 'Mm- r -ft- cW >J.™£ 
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Now I remember what I have read in a very 
aut hemic k Hiftorian, concerning an Qyl made by 
* certain Holy Perfbns^ toho only had the Secret of 
'it.* £s the Story goes, it was extracted from the ( 
Leaves and Chips qr Wood which are found floating ) 
*fn the^Rivers triat defcend out of tarajlife. This } 
Oyl they compounded with our Ingredients, and 
perforrried'Ctrrcs theVewith, which were efteemed 
miraculous. It was fcnt rr,orn one Prince to another, 
as a Sacred and Invaluable Treafure : Till it laft it 
came into the Hands of the Ekftern Patriarchs; who 
prefided over the Chrifiians of the Greek, Armenian^ 
and Egyptian Churches, who pretend to the only True 
Myftery and Power of making it at this very Day. 
-And that though the Ancient Popes bfJLom, were- 
Formerly preTented with a yearly Portion of it, fo 
long as they remained in Communion with the Pa- 
triarchs of the Eafi\ yet after Vtclor had once made 
the fatal Schifm, which never could be healed fince, 
the Hoty Favour was denied to his Sucreflbrs : Who 
inftead of the Original Genuine Oil ; were fore'd to 
'counterfeit "it,* ufing 1 a* spurious Ufeguent, to preferve 
the Authority of .their Religious Sacrament*. And 
iicrice they fay, it comes to pafs, that few or none 
are ever healed- by the Extreme Unftien of the Lm'tfi 
Church* 

God knows, whether this be Truth or no. But 
I am apt to think, that the Ten Jars of Oil before 
mentioned, which lie under the Mofyue of Aj*-So* 
fhian* are Reiicks of the Ancient Patriarchs of Cm* 
fttomnefle 5 who had the Secret of compounding 
ike my fterious Extract: " x 

i- From the Pkce where thefe <Veflels -are kept, yotf 
defcend inte'the Dormitories of Royal Ottoman Csfr~ 
cafes, the Sons of our renowned Emperors. From 
thence you pals into Two Caverns, one leading di- 
veQfy to the Seraglio, the other- extending it feff mi- 
lter** h* Buildings of the City, by a 'vaft long Tra& 
1&$- Gtottod. I know* no Vic there 4s at prefent of 
the former Cave: But the latte*'{erves~&>*4~Woitk- 
lUm to certain poor Silk-Spinfters. This 
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This Letter would be too tedious, if I mould de- 
scribe all the other Mofques and Buildings of Note in 
CwftantinopU, Wherefore, sot to tire thee, I will 
referve what remains to be £ud of that Glorioas City 
for other Vifpatcbes. 

In the mean Time, with an afe&kmate Conge of 
my Soul, I bid thee Adieu: Praying God to let the* 
crop the choice!* Flowers of Human Happineft. 

Paris, 14*6 of *** fthMoon 
of the Tear 1673. 



LETTER XVI. 



To Hamet, Reis Effendi, ^Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

NO W I will perform the Promife I made thee 
Jong *go> which was to preient thee with 
an Uta of the different Strength and Policies of thefe 
Hazsrtne Kingdoms and Statu : wherein, I will be* 
gin with Germany ; which is, as it were, the lali 
Retrenchment of the declining Reman Empire.^ 
• The Annals affirm, that in the Reign of Charles 
V. when the Mujfidmans invaded jiaflria with innu- 
merable Forces., that Emperor oppofed him with as 
Army of 90000 Foot, and 30000 Horfe. Maxmi- 
lion II. went beyond him, and railed 1 00000 Foot* 
and sfoeo Horle. Neither was Corn dear in foraft 
an Army, it is certain, that the German Emperor 
ean» upon Occafiori, (end into the Field fcooooo ex* 
pert Soldiers. It is moreover obferved, that from 
the Year if 60 of the ChriJHam's Hegyra, even to 
thefe prefent Times, there has. been no War between 
Trance, Sfainy and the Netherlands, wherein maty 
Thonfimdsotf Germans have not iervU 
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Their bed fafimtry is gathcr'd out of Bavaria, 
Aufiri*, and j^efipbaiia; And their choiceft Cavalry 
come out of Brtmfivick, Juliers and Irsnkendal, Both 
Foot and Horfe fight better, or more fuccefsfully m 
an open Plain or Field, than in narrow Covert Pla- 
ces* fuch as Lanes and Woods, &c. For they are 
cot good at taking Advantages ox Ground, or at po- 
litick SkirmiJhes, and cunning Ambufcades. They 
have not Patience to lie long waiting the Enemy's 
Motions, neither care they to divide their main Bo- 
dy into Fragments, or Detachments $ but they love 
to wedge themielves all together in Form of a Tri- 
angle, and fo march with grave and flow Pace, that fo 
they may break through their Enemies, and confound 
(heir Order, which they efteem a certain Step m Victo- 
ry. They fight better alfo under a Foreign Com- 
mander, than a General of their own Nation. They 
cannot endure the Hardihips and AfBi&ionsof a long 
Siege 5 but when once they begin to fmart for Want 
of rroviiions, they foon capitulate, and furrender» 
Neither .have they more Patience in a Camp, to beat 
the Injuries of Weather; but they make Hafte to let 
upon the Enemy, and decide the Quarrel in a pttch'd 
.Combat; Wherein, if their firft Oniet fail, they fcem 
like Men ihipify'd, aftonifh'd, or in a Trance * not 
knowing whether they had belt to renew the Air 
fault, or to fly : And if they once fly, there is no 
tallying them again. Yet thefe Armies are not raistt 
^Without a vaft Expence, nor. maintain'd without a 
greater, being cumber'd with a Train of Worn** 
Chidren, and Servants \ who eoniiime.the Provifi- 
cms of the Soldiers, fo that many times they itarvt 
•for want of common Ammunition ffcead. 
: Their Horfts may be called rather (fcroog, than 
forightly and bold > being for the mod Part taken 
com the Plough, or other Rural Drudgeries. In * 
word, they're fike their Riders, phlegmatick and dull* 
having this alio peculiar in their Conftitutton, that at 
the Sight of Blood they ftrink, and are ready to faint: 
Wherea*. the SfrnffillQxtep&hfafxcfa Cewwgc from 
<*& Speftack. The 
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The Germans alfo have confiderable Forces by Sea * 
but they feklom make ufc of them, unlefs it be a* 
gainft the Danes arid Stoedei. "Befidcs all this, theit 
Auxiliary Atfmies arc not to be forgot, which they 
receive from Italia* Princes, from the Dolce* of Sa> 
%cy and Lerain, an& fbmetimesfrom thfe "ttirfty Suijfesi 

- But tfcefc ire two Things- chiefly wanting in thf§ 
Empire, 'amid ft all' -its numerous Forces : 6ne is, 
Unity and Concord among the Subject; another is, 
a nVd Resolution and Readinefs to enterprise any 
Thing of Moment. Their 'IflHw-Towns are always 
jealous of the Neighbouring Princes* And theft 
•gain give* hem Cecafion tb<iu(pe£r, their Power, and 
hate then* Intereft, which they & often employ 
gairvft *th$m, by incroaching on their Privileges. 
^hon tte Catfolicks and Proteftams are always quar- 
relling : And one Sedfc of Fmefiants perpetually 
pcrieciltiflg another. Hence it falls out, that the 
Princes go Co unwillingly and rarely to the Diets: 
And when they come there, ^they fpin ©at-fo rrluch 
flftmein adjuMtg their* private Pretenfioms, Glairris 
arid Privileges *$ in -perfctfrriing of Statfe-Cerembniesi 
and in -deliberating conceding the' Publick <*ood * 
whift every one contradicts* his Neighbour j * and la- 
hours with all his Might to oftablifti his own Opi- 
nion, and get it pafs'd into a Decree by the Sanction 
of the Diet i that before they come to any Refolves, 
ftn expeditious and potent Enemy might rufh into 
the Heart of the Country, and even take all theft 
mnherh Blockheads Prifbners. . . ' >- * r 
-j. The German Empire is T.k8i*ve; and the Power of 
chafing C*Jar is in the Hands of Seven Princes. Theft 
tre firft, xh^Archfnfhvp of Mentx., Grand Ckaneeller 
if the Empire * in whole CuftoJy are tte Archives and 
{Decrees of the German Diets The Second is, the 
•Archbijfop of Triers, or Treves, Great Chancellor -ef 
the Empire for France. The Third is, *he ArMiflsop 
fcf Cde*r Oiear cUancetldr* of the 1 tyreplre fat Italy. 
7 he Fourth is, ttaxfcf ot tyhemia, Gup-bearer^ 
kht Zwpew* i Thc*J$ftfc ! Ur Utec&Wt Palatine .if 
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tfa fyw* Maftr of the Imperial Palace, The Sixth 
W t|fe iM* of &utwy, Marjhal or t Sword-B*arer to th$ 
Emperor. The Seventh and laft is, the Marquefi of 
Brandenburg^ Great Chamberlain, or Treasurer of the 

Empire, 

TI?ere are reckon'*! x? Politick Prww or Dukes ot 

ibe jto»j*r>, 6 Marqwlfl'y f . l4*tnr**w* 9 -4rr Aii* 
Jfopj,'.iaA #Jhops+l > -AM** wha.cojoj the Title 
Snd Pignity of Pr/«^i i *, utfMptr of a lower De r 

free, f 2. . With inwmerable ot$e«, jtoo .tedious to 
e named'. They reckon alio S* Coup?* of principal 
Ifote, beficTes many of a meaner Figure. They num- 
ber 49 Barons and Free Lords, 90 i**«u-Towns, and 1© 
Circles of the Empire. •. . 

. In the Gewan-Diets, this Qrdcar is obterved- ; 

When theEmperoK is placed in jheTivw**, thcArch- 

bljhop of Trier*, takes his Place juftovcr againfthim : 

He "of Metttz, iks,next t'p the Emperor r on.H^s Righjt 

Hand'i the Seeped Place Jttlong^tOf tjie King. of Epr 

hernia > and the Third id, the, Cour\t falatine of tfc 

Rhine, On "the Emferor's Lfh Hand, xh&Archbijbop 

of Colen 'takes the fir ft . flacci the Duke of Saxony the 

next j' and the Marquefi. ot Brandenbpr&h the Tkird. t 

The Hans-jovips !wh,ich acknowledge- no other 

L6rd but ' ^jfrnfqpr, .axt^ governed.. by their, pyvf 

Municipal Lays, ^n,<£, Priyikges^ Jtt fom$ of them 

' the Common p.ojpfa bear, ftyje* ^ osiers a Mixture of 

jhe Commons and,ifo^p ^a^d.m^nyj^-tt^m wholly 

'pbeythe Nobitity.l ^ .,-.•<;-» '• !••..•' • 

~* ' No Man. filutes by ihe, Title of Emperor, km 
whom the.Prjnces fyave elected to that Dignity, till 
'foe be crowp^ by ;r thc fope^fdufti of Rofne. ^They 
'cairhi'n^ CA{ar { oi+p&g .of jthe, J^q/nans^rov King 4*' 
Germany j*but not Emperor, till the Coronation is 
finifh'd. Nor does the EmMror^ ^even. pfter hjp is 
.crown'd and eftablifh'd in the, Tfyroflf^ ejeriCrjfe an 
Absolute Power in all Things 5 Affairs of Importance 
being generally referr'd to the Publick Diets or Di- 
vans of the Empire , where the Eltcloral Princes de» 
Jjb«fa*e all Things j On whom the very Power of 
' the' Emperor hi mfelf depends. Thcfc 
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Thefe Df*fj are very conflrs'd and. tedious, in re- 
gard the Priaces x ftldom appear there in their own 
Pcrfons, but (end their Ambajfadors and Deputies, 
who yet have not fuR Power to conclude any Thing 
without particular Orders from their refpe&ivc Maf- 
ters. SO that a prodigious deal of Time is taken 
op, in fending Couriers to inform the Princes of aS 
emergent Counfeb and Trania&ions, and' in watting 
for their exprcft Inftru&ions and Anfwcrs again. 

In a word, coufidering the Diverfity of Intereftt 
earned oxr by the lie&orai Princes, their mutual Feuds 
and Diflcmbns, Domeftick Antinomies, and Foreign 
Engagements, both on Religious and Political Accounts % 
'tis a Miracle that this tottering Empire (lands £0 long, 
and does not faH to Rum : EfpeciaJly being environ'd, 
and almoit continually aflauked by Three Potent E- 
nemies j the Rmg or Sweden, the Ring of Trance, 
and our invincible Monarch : Not to mention the 
frequent Incurfions of the M*fcwkes and Tartars $ 
the Revolts of the Hungarians, TVanfilvanians, Bof> 
wans, Croats, and other Nations, which are counted 
Members of the German Empire. But he abounds 
in Men and Money, with all other Neceflarics to (up* 
port his Wars : There not being a more rich and 
populous Region on Earth, than Germany. 

Sage Hornet, when the determin'd Period is come, 
God wiU abafe the Pride of thefe infidels by the Hands 
of the Tram BeOovers : The Riches of the Wefi (hall 
become the Spoil of Eafiern Hams j and the Vcfteri* 
t) of Shem mall take Root in the Cities of Japbet. 

May'ft thou five till that Time, to triumph in the 
Glory of the Houfe of Iflmael, when they (hall be 
exalted more than in the Ages that are palt 

Parts, ptb of the jtkMoon 
of ike Vnw 1671* 
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LETTER XVII. 

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 

Seignior. 

THY Memory is like the Smell of Incenfe; re- , 
frdhing at Wine of Tenets in a Goblet of V 
pure Gold. When my Heart it almoft dead with 
Melancholy $ when I can find no Pleafure in Com- 
pany abroad, and the very Elements of which I am 
made, frown upon me i when the Time of Night 
forces me to come home fighing as to a Prifim, and 
the Hangings of my Bed-Chamber look dull, and feem 
to be painted with horrid Tragedies: In a Word, when 
every Thing in Nature appears in an angry threatning 
Fit, then I think of thee, my Friend, and that Thought 
relieves me. Thy beloved Itk* is a perfoft T*lifinan 9 
working Wonders in my Soul. It charms or coun~ 
tercharm*, as my Occaaons do require. No Fears 
»r Griefs, or other melancholy Pafltons dare abide 

5" s Energy ; As foon as it' appears, each baneftd 
'bought is gone; the Troops of fad Cbimsra's va* 
oifh like the Morning Mift before the Sun. Thou 
art as a frrong Tower or Fortreft, where 1 can take 
San&uary from my Enemies: An impregnable Cita- 
del, feated on the Top of a high Rock? from whence 
I can look down with Scorn on my Perfecutors be- 
neath, poflcfling my felf in pcrfc& Security. 

I dare not fb much as vent my Thoughts to ano- 
ther, tho* a Mujfrttmny for fear of fbme 'untoward 
Confequence : So induftrtous is the Malice of moft 
• Men^ fo vigilant and ftudious for an Opportunity of 
doing Mifchief. And as for thefe InJUets, my Con* 
verfation is (be the moft Part Hiftriomck. I am con- 
ftrajned to aft to the Life a very zealous Chriftian, 
and a CAtfntick : When, G$d knows, my Heart keeps 
siot Ttoae wkh my exterior Actions and Word*. 

Not 
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Not but that there arc See f ticks among the Chriftians, 
as well as among True Beiiev&s : But t^ey are ge- 
nerally very private and refer vM :~For dpen BlafpEe- 
roy, or what is reputed fo here, is certainly punifh'd 
ivirh Death* . -.•••*. 

*• I fometimes meet with rngehudus and** csfadid' Souls, 
with whom I can difcourfc freely, and like a Man 
that doubts of many Things, which others current- 
ly* believe- Yet we date cog rrufteacli other too 
Jar, nor tjhe very -Air in which* our Words vanifh, 
after it has help'd to form 'em * left Ibme fly envious 
v Demon (hould catch the tranlient Sound, and rever- 
berate the- yet articulated Body of Particles which 
made it, info lb me inquiiitive Ear to ruin us. For 
J hers, are cer.tain bufy gofliping Echo's fcatter'd up 
and down. the. Elements, which are always lift'ning 
to the Words of Mortals, :' And if the fpightfulJE/'Wf 
can hut take hold of any Syllable to do a Man an In- 
jury, they arc big till they have vented it. Yet the/ 
.make no Shew or Nolle, but whifper out their Tales 
in Secret i fometimes in dead of Night, when Men 
are faft afleepj at other Times when they are deeply 
muling on the hidden Things of Nature. For 'tis 
g>n)y to the Wiie, the Sage, the Noble and the 
£reat, .that,, th^y- reveal thefe Paflagcs, becaufe 
ftis fuch alone have .Ears to hear them. They haunt 
*he-Bed-Chambers of Kings and Princes, to tell them 
JfcJews in Dreams.. They are the fwifteft Couriers 
in the World. For they have Wings, and fly from 
Court to Court, and from one Climate to another in a 
Moment's Time. They are always buzzing in the 
Ears of State [men and great Politicuuu, to whom they 
fhew the dark Intrigues of foreign and Domeftiqk 
Enemies. Thus arc Confpiracies. and Plots of Rer* 
jbeb oft difcover'd, though managed never fp ft«* 
cretly. They vilit now and then the Clolets ofc 
J&itofophers, and fuch as love the Sciences : Men of 
abftra£ted Souls i whole Thoughts arc volatile and 
•pure, their Fancies lively and, vegcte. , To' thefe they 
unfold the covert Myfterics of Nawe, aod ftevy; 

them 
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them Things to come. They frame the Idea's of' 
remote, unknown Events, which they imprint upon } 
the ductile Minds of Prophets and holy Men : In- 
spiring them with ftrange and unaccountable Frcik- - 
ges of what (hall fhonty happen to themfelvcs or: 
others, whether it be good or evil. For theiib buiy- - 
bodies are the Daughters of the WbrldV great Soul j » 
and they inherit an univerfai Senfe and Feeling of' 
whatfbever happens in the Elements. Tis true, 
fame Knowledge they acauire by Study and Obier- 
vation* even as we Mortals do j but at a far fwift- 
er .Rate. Their airy Bodies do not Co opprefs their * 
intelle&uat Faculties, as our gfofs Hulks of Flefti do; 
ours. We're forced to dig and plough, or to fbw* 
and harrow for fmall Returns of Science. Our Soil 
is barren, it muft be manured and cultivated with 1 
Art aod Coft, before it yields- a tolerable Harveft of. 
what deferves the Name of fblid Knowledge. But 
thefe defecate Tenants of the Air, have no more to • 
<T6, A " but to be merely paflive, 2nd they ftrait leartf 
every Thing ; For. the eternal .Sapience wanders 
through the Univerfc, to fee k out fuch>as will or 
"can imbibe her freelmpreflion. She voluntarily ilide*. 
into receptivo Souls, ^nd fills them- with hep Rays** 
Thus the fublimcr Genii of the Air, bask in an 
open Orb of intellectual Light, becaufe they are 
embodied- in- the mod refined and pureft ■• Mutter : 
Whereas- we- Mortals muft be thankful for her Ill- 
laminations by Retale.- She only (hint s oh us through* 
Chinks and Crannies of our dungeon- Flefh : And yet' 
trot feldonr fo in direct Beams. Few Men* am / 
boaft that Privilege. The greateft Part* walk only* 
m- the uncertain Twilight of Opinion ; or at beAV 
in the faint languid Glimmering of human Reafbn ? 
Which, like the Moon* conveys the Original Light* 
of 'Science ro us by. Refie&ion; and at a Second- 
Hand. We *ape fain to learn from Books, from Con- 
verfetfon, and Experience. ■. .' 

' Courteous Haiti tfc.6tf.wilt pardon the Confufedriefs* 
and want o£ Order -in ihk Letter^ when thou»l>. alt con* 
* M fider 
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fider the Force of Melancholy which firft prompted, 
me to write it. For, being very fad, and oyercaftc 
-With Clouds of dar^ and gloomy Thoughts, which 
different Paftions caufed to joftle one againft another. 
in my troubled Mind, I knew not how to efcapc 
the Tempeft: better than by, writing to, thee, my. 
learned Friend, tho' only to exprefs. my Circumftan- 
ces.. For when I began, I. knew not what to fay } 
but 'twas an Eafe to write at Random, any Thing 
to. breathe my Heart, and ventilate nay. Spleen. But 
the- fpecifick Remedy of my Grief,, confided la 
addrediog to thee, my dear Phyhcian, whole very 
Remembrance is a CathoHton, Proof againft all my 
Maladies. 

Adieu, thou JEfcultpjiu of the Ottomans, and live 
&r ever.. 

Paris, i jr*£ of the 2th Moon > 

of tbt Tear i6j$< ' 
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lETTERXVID, 

T«.Mufu Abu'i Yahyan, Vrofegor of 
Philofophy at Fez. 

' » « 

THou (halt fee* that 1 am. a Man,«af my Word* 
and will keep my Prom ife ; For. this Difpatch 
contains, a farther Description of. Ceqftantjntph, 
which I engag\i to prdeac thee Whh.in .my laft. * 
This, famous City is fixteen M'Ms in Circuit* and: 
contains Nine hundred thoufand Inhabitants, lis 
divided into three Parts, by. the Iotercourfepf cer- 
tain Arms of the Sea •, and almoft forms the Figure 
of a Triangle. The Walls are of an ipcred^blo 
Height,, and . encompafs fovea Hills withia. fhfitt, 
Extent. . One is near the Grand &?gwo/& Straik: Ano- 
ther is in the oppofite Corneu.of the City ( which 
leads;, to *4<kUncph> Bet Ween two others* there lies 
a Plains which- is called the great Valley, In this 
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is* to be feen an Aquedu& of admirable Contrivanc e 
and;Smi&ure, the Work oF Cbnftaht'im the Great* 
wlio by this con vey'd Water to the City from feven 
Mites Diftance. Solyman II. augmented it, by open- 
ing a Current of Waters two Mites beyond the Source 
61 CoriftahtwofJe, which run through ieven hundred ' 
arid forty Pipes into the City * betides thofe which < 
ierve £he MofqMtsj the Baths, and Houfcs of furtfi*- 
catiori. 

At the Extrcmityof the .Town is &en t;he antique 
Building of a Fortreis, which is Galled' the Cafile of 
the feven Towers; a Work of inimitable Architecture. . 
There is a Garrtfbn in it of two hundred and fifty Sol- 
diers i not one of which dares to fct his Foot out of 
the Caftle-Gates, without the Leave of the VixJer 
Jiz.em, unlefs k be on two certain Days in th« Year \ 
that is, the ftrft of Beiram, and Ramcian* 

In this Place formerly the Ottoman Emperors us'd . 
to lay their Tfeafures ot Gold and Silver, then* Arms 
and. Ammunition, , their Books,, and whatfocver 
they efteemfd precious". But jiniurat the Son of Se- 
lymus II. tranflatcd all theft Things into the Serail; 
where they have been kept ever fince : . And this- 
Cattle is turn'd into a Prifon for King* and Itincei* 
taken Captives by the 'Brm faithful $ as<alfo for re- 
bellious Baffin's, and other Perfbnsof Quality, Here. 
Cbrefq.ui, Vyvodof Moldavia, was (hut up in the 
Year 1 61 7 of the Chrifiian Mr a. And in the Year 
1611 of the fame Date, the rebellious Jaw&triesimrv 
prifbn*d their Sovereign Lord, Sultan Ofman, whom 
afterwards they ftrangled in the fame Place. 

There are above two thou (and Mofques, Oratories 
and Sepulchres, within the Walls of Conftmtinople* 
I have already defcrib'd that of AU-Sofhian, in my 
U1K It remains now, that I fpeak of. four others, 
built byfome^of our former Emperors. The.firil. 
and chiefeft, was built by Sultan. Mahomet II. 
to exprefs his Gratitude to God for the taking of 
Constantinople. It is a magnificent Structure, raifcd> 
jkccordibg- td' the pattern ot Sanft* Sophia. He 
4 Ma. caus'd 
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caus'd. a hundred (lately. Chambers to be built round < 
about it, both for the Service of the Imaum'sand Mol- 
fyy$i who belong to the Moppet and for the Enters 
tainment of. Strangers, let them be of what Nation, 
OS. Religion ibever. He rais'd alfb fifty other Cham- 
bers without thefc fox the Uie of the Poor -. And. 
endowed the Mpfque with fixty thoufand Ducats of. 
yearly, Revenue. 
„ * The fecond'M^w* was built by Bajazet II. the. 
Son .of this Mahomet. The third was built by Sett- 
mm, L The fourth, by Solyman the Magnificent^ 
The three laft of thefe Princes lie buried each in his 
own Mofqve, under Monuments of a fuperb Figure ; . 
Innumerable Lamps burning over them, and round 
about them, Night and Day, whilft certain Moll fib's, 
pray by Turns, without cealxng, for the Health of 
the "departed Royal Souls. 

But the laft of * thefe Mofques, which was built, 
as I* have faid, by Sultan Solyman, far exceeds all the. 
reft and comes not fhort of SanBa Sophia, in the_ 
Richnefs of Marble, Porphyry, and other, excellent^ 
Materials. 

The Greeks have forty Churches and Chapels; in-. 
Conftantiriople, wherejn they perform the Nafcarene^ 
Worlhip. The Armenians have four. Thole v of the_ 
Latin Communion have a College annexed ,ta it for 
a certain Number of Jefuits. This is feared in Pe-<- 
ra, which is a kind of Suburb tp Conftantirioph. 

The jfews have great Liberty in the. "Imperial Cir. 
1 ty. Their Habitations are, contiguous, taking up # 

nine Principal Streecs $ and they have' eigKt and thir-*- 
ty Synagogues. ^ ' \ 

'The Walls of the City rerhain very/entire, and arc. 
double towards the Land... There are ninetceiv 
• Gates in. them ; one of which* is call'd the Holy. 
Gate., in,refpecl:. of a . yaft. Multitude of Chrifiiari 
Saints who jfe buried in. a Chapel; hard by it. ' It, 
was thro* this", Gate that Mahomet II. 7 , made his tri-' 
umphant; Entrjv ifltp^ Conftantinople, on. purpofr, ai 
it.were a to prophahej $ie rtputed S^n<$;ty of the^ 
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Place, and jnfult o'er their falfe Gods j whilft he 
came to eftablilh the Law and Worfhip of the only 
True God, Creator of Heaven and Earth. 

There arc abundance of antique Monuments in 
the City^, aa Pyramids and Obelisks of admirable. 
Figure and . Contrivance. In one place, there are 
three Serpents, of Marble, {(retching themfelves to- 
the Height, of two Men, and mutually twifting. 
about each, other* The Report goes, That thcfe 
were erected by a Magician at the Time when the Ci-. 
tizena were much inferted with living Serpents, and 
that by. this. Enchantment they were freed. 

One of thefe has a Wound in the Neck, which was* 
given it by Mahomet II. when he rode into the van* 
quifiYd City. For, he beholding the horrid Idol, and. 
guefling right, that.it was the Work. of fame Ma- 
gician, was moved with holy Zeal and Indignation^ 
Wherefore, couching his Spear, and giving Spurs to 
his Horfe,'heran full tilt againft k, and wounded one* 
of the Serpents in the Nee k, which is feen to this Day* . 
In the ume Pavement there ftapdsa very elegant Co-. 
lumn of ruftick Workmanship, as they call it -..The* 
Warbles of which it confifis, being faftned together 
without the Intervention of . Mortar, Bitumen,, ok 
any other Cement. It has within,, a winding Stair- 
Cafe .bv which one may go up to. the Top. . 

In this Place, which is called the Hippodrome, the* 
Ottoman Grandees exercise, themfelves onHorfcback, 
and fometimes the Grand Signer him fclf ; EfpeciaUy 
on great Feftivals. . 

Round a|>out it, there are above twe thon&nd little. 
Shops of Taylors or Botchers, for the Ufc of thofe who 
would have their Garments mended, fcowrM and po- 
lifh'd at a fmalf Price. And yet put of this, fb contempt- 
ible a Trade, the firand Signiot receives a^yearly.Cuftorr* 
of eleven thoufand Zequins. Byjhisthou ; may,ft take 
an Eflirnate of. >is,ot}ierf Revenutf, which flow, into 
his Coffers from al) Parts o/ fo P va(| an\ EtfrpM*. 
_ There ar4 3 abo«e. forty thoufta^L JVare-hwfes,. and 
Shops of Mftcjiant*, ; Brojoys, .lP$jllatfj' H«cfcll:ers,.and 

*fuch 
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fuch like Callings : Each Trade having their proper 
Bax*r, or Market, according to the Quality of the 
Goods they- fell. But there is one more eminent 
than all the reft, which is called Baftian * where are 
Goldfmiths, Jewellers, and fuch as deal in any man- 
ner of fine eoftly Things. This Place is environ^ 
with very ftrong Walls, fix Foot thick, and is (hut 
up every Night by four double Gates, and at other 
Times as Occafion requires : So that it looks like a. 
little well-fortified Town. 

In this wealthy Market, there is a Gallery or Pi- 
«££* neatly arch'd and fupportcd by twenty-four. 
Pillars. Under this, there are abundance of little 
Shops, fix Foot long, and four in Breadth. Here all 
thole precious Commodities are expos'd to Sale on . 
Tables or Counters, and with their Luftre dazzle, 
the Eyes of fuch as pais by. 

Thou may^fl alio conjecture at the vaft Gains of 
fhefe Merchants, by the Rates which they pay to 
the Grand Sefynkr, only for their Licenfe to fell in. 
this Place* I have known one Man, that was, my, 
particular Acquaintance, give yearly two thoufand 
Franks for this Liberty ; and he told me, That no* 
Man could enjoy the Freedom of the Place under 
that Price, unlets he had great Favour (hewn him,, 
which is very rare ; and even then it would not be: 
jtouch abated. >i 

As one pafies from this Market one Way, there • 
arifes a ftately Column of Porphyry' begirt in many 
Places with Iron Hoops : And little diftaot you. fee. 
another more lofty than this : It is- called J he Hiflo- 
rical Column, being engraven all over with the Fi- - 
gUrcs of Men* In this alio, there is a Stair-cafe to 
tile top* but much broken, and m danger of fall- 
ing; it it were not ftrengthened and . held togethef- 
with vaft Hoops of Iron* 

The next Thing worthy to be feen, is the old Palace 
ofGmftantine the Gnat: Worthy I fay 'to be'feen.only 
far its Antiquity ; for it is ho very, elegant Build- 
ing j yet k has this Commendation, ThS it ftands 

in. 
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thcpureft and moft wholibme Air of the whole City. 
There is another Market alfo. wall'd in, befides that 
of the Goldfmiths, &c. which has a Piazza fup- 
portcd by fixteen Pillars, In this are fold all Man- 
ner of Silks. And a little way off from this, is 
the Bazar where they fell Slaves. So great ar* 
the Gains of thi* Trarack, that thofe who u£e it, 
pay to the Grand Signior by way of Cuftom, the 
Yearly Sum of fixteen Thou&nd Zeauins. 

The Vintners, Victuallers, and Sutlers, who fell' 
Wine to the Chriftiant and Jews, and privately to the 
Mttffulmans, pay yearly: Fifty Eight Thousand, Seven 
Hundred and Eighty Eight Zeqmt. The very Fifher- 
saen of Conftantmople* who live along the Strana\ 
pay the Yearly Sum of Twenty Nine Thoufand 
. Three Hundsed Ninety four Zeqmks. The Corn* 
Market, where all Sorts of Grain, Pulfe, Meal, and 
Flower, are fold, pays yearly into the Tretfury 14 
Purfes of Money, each PurJc being worth a Thou- 
fand, Six Hundred, Thirty and Three Zoquins. The- 
JEgyptian Merchant* who bring their Goods from 
Meant* to fell them at <&nft*numpte, pay 14 Pur- 
ees. The Freight of alL Foreign. Merchant Ships, 
make up 1 80 Purfes- of Gokk I have mentioned 
^the Value of each Purfe before; The great Sham- 
bles without the Cky, pays 3* Purfes, There fcrve 
ja this Place 10* Butchers, over whom there is a 
frafeft or Mafion without whole Content no Man 

i can kill any Bcaft, unlefs it be in the Cafe of Cor- 
kmu Nay, fo great is the Authority of this FrafeS t 
that* the Jews themfelves are fore'd to- ask his Leave 
to kill their Beads after their own Fafhion. The 
Reafon why. the Shambles, are without the City, is. 
for Purity fake, left the City be polluted with Blood. 

^. It is lmixtulble/to, cait up the prodigious. Revonus 

which arifes to the Grand Signior from the Sale of 
Hungarian Sheep and Oxen, in the 10th and i<uh 
Mows. But thou may'ft comprehend that it is very 
great, when fometimes in one Day's time, there are 

[ wld a;ooo Oxen, and 40000 Sheep, 
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Neither is it more eafy to reckon up his Incomes : 
from the Sale of Houfcs, Skirls, Galleys, Saicks, 
and bigger Veflels. Beiidcs, it would be too tedious for 
one Letter. What fhali I fay of the Tribute which 
the Jews anjd Chrifttans-^j, amounting Yearly to> a- 
prodigious Sum of Money? Time, Paper, Ink, and 
Human Patience itielf would fail in rehearfing fo- 
many .Particulars* 

But thou mayefl: frame a Regular Judgment of 
the immcnfe Riches which the Grand Signtor is po£ 
fcfled of y when thou (halt know, that there is a 
Jfint in the Imperial. City, where Four Hundred 
Men perpetually labour in coining new Money,* 
having a Vrefidentox Overfeer, who fupervifes the 
Work, who muft be a Grecian, by a fpeciai Privw 
lege granted to that Nation by our Munificent Empe* 
tors ; becaufc the Mines of Silver and Gold, are 
within the Limits of the Gracian Empire. So that 
none but Greeks are admitted to aflift at this curious 
Artifice. 

. The. Pr«/Kfcitf. is obliged every New-M*on to fend 
into the Serail Ten thoufand Zeauins of Gold, and- 
Twenty Thoufand in Silver. For-iiich is the Pleafure 
of the Great Sultan, that the Royal Palace ihould 
always abound wiVh fair new* Money. 

Sage Mttrfu; afliire-thy fetf, that GonftantiHofle- is 
the Grand Tteafitry, Exehequer, ot Bank of the 
whole Earth; -where all the Riches of the Eafo 
Weft, North,, and South, and of the Sex elk Climates^ 
are refunded and laid up as- in their proper Centre t 
But I have more to fay in another Letter concerning 
this glorious City* Only Time juft now gave me a 
Prick -with ths End of his Scythe, to* put me in 
Mind of an urgent- Affair, not to be negleftcd this. 
Moment. Wherefore, in Ha&e, Adieu. . 

i • 

. * . » i 
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Paris, \ft of the 2th Moon. . 
' of the Tear 1673., . \ 
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